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Sit John Demham. 

f^N eminent poet of thc^ 17th century, 
WM the only ion of Sir John Den- 
ham, knicht, of Little Horiley in 
EiGex, and fome time baron of the 
Exchequer in Ireland, and one of 
the lords juftices of that kingdom. 
— He was hont in Dublin, in the year 
1 615 * } bat was brought over from thence very 
yojong, oa his fatker*s bmng made one of the barons 
of the Exchequer in England 1617. 




* Ath. Oxoa* Tol. ii* 

V0L.111. N^tl. B 



He 



2 ,. . ThcXiFE of 

He received his education, in grammar learning* 
in London; and in Michaelmas term 1631 he was 
entered a gentleman commoner in Trinity College, 
Oxford, being then 16 years of age ; where, as 
Wood expreifes it, ' being looked upon as a flow 

* dreaming youne man, and more addicted to ga- 

* ming than ftndy, they could never imagine he 
' could ever enrich the world with the ifliie of his 
' brain, as he afterwards did.* 

He remained three years at the univerfity, and 
having been ^amined at the public fchools, for 
the degree of bachelor of arts, he entered him-j 
felf in LincolnVInn, where he was generally 
thonght to apply himfelf pretcy clofely to the 
iludy of the common law. But notwithflanding 
his application, to Iludy, and all the efforts he 
was capable of making, fuch was his propenfity 
to gaming, that he was often "flript of all his 
money ; and his father feverely chicling him, and 
thrcatning to abandon him if he did n9t reforiii,j 
he wrote a little eflay againft that vice, and pre-" 
I'cnted it to his father, to convince him of his 
refolution againft it *. But no fooner did his fa- 
ther die, than being unreftrained by paternal autho- 
rity, he reaffumed the practice,' and foon fquan- 
dered away feveral thoufand pounds. 

In the latter erid of the year 1 64 1 he publifhed a 
tragedy called* the Sophy, which was greatly ad- 
mired, and gave Mr. Waller occafion to. fay of 
ovLT author, ' That he broke out like the Irifli 

• rebellion,' threefcorc thoufand ftrong, when fib 

• body was aware, nof in the leaft expedled it.' 
Soon after this he was pricked for high iherifF 
for the county of Surry, and. made governor of 
Fajnham-Caftle for the King ; but not beinff 
well (killed in military affairs, he foon quitted 
4hat pofl and retired to his Maj^ at Oxford, 

• Woodf 

where 
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Sir JOHN DENHAM. f^ 

'^^here h^ publiihed an excelleiit poeq> called Coo- 
per'd-hill, biteR reprinted before and fince the rp- 
iioration, with ' con&dknblc alterations ; it has 

\heeh aniyerfally admired 1)7 all good judges, and ^ 
was translated into Latin verfe* by Mr. Mofes 

^l^eiigfy oT Oxford. 

Mr. Dry;den i^eaking of this piece, in his de- 
dication of liis Riy^ , Ladies, fays, that it is a 
fdprn^ wiich,, .tor the Majj^fty of the Hile, will ever 
Tpe the 'exaft'ftlndard of good writing, and the 
noble author of an «i&y on human life, beilows 
iipoft itr the mbft laviih encomium *. But of, all- 
the' evidences in its favour, none is of greater 
authority,, or ihore beautiful, than the following ' 
of Mr. Pope, in his ViTindfor Foreft. 

V Ye'facKdianci,. fhat^lm^ foiilpo0ef&, 

Whofe raptorfs fee me, andwhofe viiions blefs i 
S^ar me, O hear me, «to ftqiadUr'd fcenes. 
The bowVy maBea, and* favi^unding greens ; 
To ThameS's bank which fragrant breezes fill. 
Or where tkc' ihttfes fp«)rt on Cooper's-hill. 
(On Cooper's hill etenial wireatbs (hall grow, 

y. White lafts the m^iiQtaii^^r while Thames fluU 

r • , . flow^)b .•.'■!'' V ' ' • ; 
I feetn>i!hi:o' confeorated Kralks <o rove, 
I hea£<fo& mdip. die: along the gtove, 
lied hy the found, lactam from ibade to (hade. 
By god-like poets venerable made : 
Hdre fdat laft lays majdlic Denham (ung, 
.. There;, th^ laftnambcrs flowed from Cowley's 

tongue. 
, * rSn the yesit 1647 ^c 9^3- efttmfted by the Queen 
wri^ « iHeSigc t» the Ktng^ then in the hands of 

• U tlM piieffM !• sd'Mitioi^ 1736, 4i«« . 



mmmmm 



th£^ army» and emplpyed^ in other/afTair^ t^IftJQg 
'^0 his Majei!^'. fi) hi$ dedication of bis, poexns 
to Charles II. Iieobferves, ifi&t aftdr th^ delivery 
of tfie perfoh Of his' ijoyal fa^er 'intit the ban4» 
of -the army, he undcftopk^or the Qu^eQ-mothef , 
to gef atceft td^hJs Majcily, which he dii l^y 
means of Hugh Peters ; and up<3>h this occ^fiohy 
the Kins difcourfed, with him without riiferv& up- 
on the Sate of- his affairs. A^ his departjire. fro^ 
Hampton-court, fays he, *.Thi)5. King^ comincmde.d 
< nie to (lay privately ii} London^ to. fend to hi«i 
*' axid teceLve from him all his letters, fi-om andlto 
' all his jcorrefpondents^ at hoxyie and abro^dj^ and 
' I was furaifhed with nine jfeveral cyphers in order 
« to it, Which I truft I perforined with gr^at 

* fafety to the pcrfons wirfi. whom wc corref- 

* ponded ; but about nine months after being di(^ 

* covered by their knowledge of Mr. Cowley's 

* hand, X ha|ip^y >^foap0d both f«p myftlf and 

* thbfe who held conwipoftdeaod with me* 

In April 164^' h* ooftveyed «way James duke 
of York, tlieft undev^the' taiii«n'«f Algtrnon earl 
of ^orthumberl&fHi, from St, james% and caFried 
him into France, to tke priqce of W^Jds^md (^leen- 
mother. . This ciDcnmflaiice- is rtlated^ by Wood, 
btttXlasendoD^ wJiot is 4^ liiglii«r antliorii^ fays^ that 
the duke went off with colonel Bamfield- only , who 
contri ved ^^ in^n« ' of hili dfoflpe; Not limg af- 
ter, hewasfeii€qpba^M<>r. to the/KkigiOf F^ 
in.;cba|and^ii wfth. lovdpCroIbi to whoin he ad- 
drefTes a poem wtitticn on- their jovmey ^ Aoni 
whence he brought ten thottfaad poundi for hia 
MajdAy^' by thr dedmation^ of Us SOottifiii lab. 
jcfts there. 

Aboct the year 1692^ he returned iii«Qc SugliHidv 

ind .waft welLreoemd:. by« thd ttttl o^ f^n£i4kiia 

at Wilton, and continued with that nobleman a* 

bout a yeikx ; £6t hfs owi» ftfioiie by t&e* expence 

' h^ was at curing the civil war, and his uncon- 

^ querable 
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Sir JOHN DEMHAlit 5 

• qiMsnftile ifel\ of gaming was %«ilft aduvifteJII 
F/«a ikaK year tft the rcfldilidcm,' Aei« wpc no- 
a^oanir ofvup amdibr ; bM aii loM «i liis Ma- - 
jefty renanied, ^ dblcred «|Mtf Ate <lflice ^ for-, 
veyor of liis Majefty^s bidldiiigs, ih the room of 
Imgo Jones, deoeafini ; add at the corooation of > 
King Charles 11. Was created % Icnighc of the - 
Bath. Upon fome difoDAfesnc arifiag from his lb- 
cottd marriage he loft IbS ieofts,, hot feeii reci>* 
vedag firom that ditbidef, he condnoed'in great 
efteem at ooort for Ids p^iedcal Writings, lo the 
dedication of his poems to Kiag Charles IT. he * 
tells us that he had been difcooragsd by King 
Charles I. from ivyidhg ^ier^ 

*« One toWiiiiiJ (ia)^ he^ When T ins waitiiag up- 
' on the King at Caafham, (milin^ upon me, he ' 
' (aid he coald tell me fome news ofmyielf, whtcji 
' was that he had icen foihe '^ttfhs of inihe the 

* erening before /being thofe to .Sir Robert Fan* 

« fbz^) und aiking ^e when Imkde them, I tofd . 

* him two or three years Bifcc : he was plealed to ^ 

* %y, flliathi^rtg Bfever f^fa Qiem before, hi w5s.^ 

* afriiJtiW written thcM*fineeihy retnrft into Ettg- * 

* hatif^ diotrgh lie liked thete Wefi he\«oiiM 

* advife W to write no ihore : -kllWft 



• 'men are y^ntt^y and ha^ihjr SdJc jafc to db;"th<?y 

* mirfic vient ftc oVef-jBaWi^'of 'ihflr'&'nej^.el^t'^ 




_ long as, I had the hotiQal- 1 

* iippn Kim.! Thisls Ji i^bng; fnfecnceidf kis dofy 
' tt^'ttffe^K&g ; *W tLb 'fftstt tathl^fimfeilt fohi> m.^ 

Sly's tafte^ nor was the pubUc n^ch obHeeft^ t^e * 
oi£arch ftt tl^-AdAU^hitioa to tnhr jiiji&o?: ^\ ^ . 
B J "Bttl 
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.fr^ij^fiti of. i ')T ' :! 

Bat.King Q^i^s III. being of an< , h«mOuf iftoiie , 
fptightl/thfg^ hijSt>fgthtir* wast a, pr^c^fc/Ted fencpur i 
rager of pQftrjfj ^find 19 ihjs- rime. »< wee. ot wit^.; 
^P^«jng.»Pf .!meq.qiil?fH)y fhpfe of iifty (wAcrwgrf. , 

•Thi^ monarch was. particularly delighted with, 
the poetry, of '<)mf a^hpr^ cfpeciaBy wh«n he hadr 
the^appiflefs to wa^t uppn him, ia Holland and : 
Fland^rp J and he wa^ pjeafed f^me^imes to give ! 
hin> arguiaen^ td wjrite.uj^Qn,] ^4 divert, thc^ evil 
hQurs oftheirbanyhment^ which no\v and tjjen,. 
Sir John tells us, hef a^qoHted himfelfr. not r much > 
fhort qf his Majeily'sexpoftauoo.? 

'in the year 1688 Sir John Oqiiham died, ajt hi*^ 
cince in Whitehall, and was interred in Weft- 
minfter-A^j.bey, .n«ar th^ tpmbs,of Chapce^, Spen- 

fer', and Cowley.' '-/ '''' ' • •« 

Omt alithgr^^^orks^^ey - . , , >;v • 

i, Cooper's-hill, of .y^hich we hav^ alreadjr t»* v 
kcx^ fame notice. . . - • j . 

the > 

f ath]. I 

»X?f ' 
d.^ J. > 
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Sir JOHN DENHAM. 7. 

T2. A Speech againft Peace sit the Clofe Com- 
mittee. • 

13. To the Five Wfembers of the hdnourable 
Heufe of Commons t The humble Petition of the 
Poets. • 

14. A Weftchi Wondei** 

15. A Second Wcftern Wonder* 

' 16. News from Colchefter ; or, a proper new 
Ballad, of certain carnal PaiTages betwixt a Quaker 
and a Colt, at Horfley in Efex. 

17. A Sohg. 

18. On Mr. John Fletcher's Works. 

19. To Sir Richard FanihaWy on his tranflation of 
Paftor Fido. 

20. A Dialogue between Sir John Pooley, and 
Mr. Thomas KiJiemw. 

21; An occafion^ Imitation of a modem Author, 
aponaGameat Chefs. 

22. The PaiSon of Dido for ^neas. 
- 23. Of Prudence, ofjnftice. 

24, The Pit)grc6 of Learning. 

25. Cato Major of old Age, a Poem : Itistakdn 
from the Latin of Tully, though much aher'd from 
the original, not only by the change of theftile, but 
by addition and fobtraftion. Our author tells us, 
that intending to tranflate this piece into profe 
(where tranflation ought to be ftriA) finding the mat- 
ter very proper for vcrfe, he took the liberty to leave 
out what was only neceffary, to that age and place, * 
and to take or add what was proper to this prefenc 
age and occaiion» by Hiying the fcene clearer and in 
feweVVverd^, acconHng to the ftilc- and' ear' of the 
times, -f'' '■• ■' ' 

-261 Thfe Sophy, a Tragedy; tftc-abbve ^eces - 
have'1>een'{eveYa] times printed togeflieri in 6ne yo- 
lume in f2mo» under the Title of Poems and Ti'an- 
flationsi WiA the Sophy, a Tiii^y, written by 
Sir JohaDenham. 

B4 Befidei 



Befides thefe^ Wood mentions a Paseffyric oiv kis 
excellency general Monk 1659, in one meet qnarto,> 
Though Jbenhasxv'sname i&.]iQttQjt» it 4s gotieralV 
afcribed to him. -A Prologue toiiis majefty^ at the' 
firrf play reprefented at the Cock-pit in White-hall,, 
being part of that noble entertainment which their , 
majefties received, November i^ 1660, from his 
grace the duke jof Albemarle. A new Version of i^e 
P.falms^ of David. The True Prelbyterian,. with^t 
Bifguife ; or, a Cbarafter oif a Prefby teriaa's Wa^'f . 
and Adion^, London 1680, in half a iheet in folio. 
In the year 1666 there were printed by Health, in 
odavo, certain Poems, imitled pti regions to a' 
Painter, in four copies or parts, each dedicated to' 
king Charles the ild. They wcse very fatyrically 
wrhten againd feveral perron$ €;ngaged in. the I^utck • 
war, in 1 661 . A;^ the end oiF^hem was a piece e^ti- 
tied Clarendon's Houfewarming | and, alter thai 
^is£pitaph, both containing bitter reflexions, ^gainfl 
that earl. Sir John Denham*s -name is to 
thefe pieces, but they wece generally^onght to be 
written by Andrew Marvel, Efq^ a Misery Droll in 
CJiarks the lid's Parliaments, out fp itery }ioa8ft» 
tHatwhenaminifter once called at his lodgings, to 
tamper widijiim about his vote, iie foond him in 
mean apartments up two pair of flairs, and though 
he was obliged to fend out that very morning to bpr« < 
rgw a guinea, yet he -was not to be corrupted by ' 
the minifter, but denied him his vote. . The priiKtcr 
of thefe poems being difcovered, he was featenc^d 
to (land in the pillory for the fame. . > > 

.We have met .wtdi no aiithovs. who lu^ve^giieea 
any account of the moral chara^er of Sir John 
Di:n^am, a^d as:^ne have mvnt^qnfdhsp Vjftrtes, fo 
we find no.vice,iinfUJt^d to him bvit thavt^pf ^unlng^i 
to which it appears he was immoderately add^6^v(f 
we may ju4ge fpoin«)iis works, ,h^:wa^, a goo4-9atur4 
roan, an eafy Companion, and in the ds^y of ^angei: 
and tumult^ of unlhaken loyalty to the lufiFering in* 
:. i. ' tereft 
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Sir J(JHK.DENMAMv 

tercft of his fovereign. His chara6ler as a poet is well 
' known, he has the faireft teftimonies in his favour, 
thkvoieeorthe>ojrM^ aoi^llle. &naiK>n, af tke cit. 
ties ; i^r^d^ 4^ l^p^ pfSttjIe tiitjf, lM j^enjfliffe* 
are mentioned, other anthorities are fuperfluous. 

We fhallfeleft as a fpecimen of Sir John Denhani^s 
Poetrv, hif ^hs|[ ^ ^ n^ch 4Qyt4 .-aa^'inimircd 
friena Mr. Abraham X^bwlcy. 

- ' - ' . •• ■ ♦. . - - '. ••. .-:-.-'. f 

<Mfn^o«li$i-Wlt midtHtture.ga^ ^ 

Sh^k^j^eiapi fiidPietbkeriiDlthe)rlia|p«9 - 
7n S^^ ttid iii }6iifiibn art, 
• . Of Hdwfer natare, got tkttort. '. ' . 

Nohe Itfi6!9v% wHkh btttn the impjiidl iOiMvt. 
To himM amhorwas uifknaf<to, 
' Yttwklitheirroiawiaftallliittwtt: ' 
•He Aekednottlitatetieiftg^id, - 
' No», iK^h 8ein Joi^Am dtd«aalce<boidjr 

Of poets and of orators. 
Horace^swit, and Vi^iPs ilatc. 
He did not ilea], butemulat;e| 
And he would like to them ^ppeat. 
Their j^arb, but not t^idrdoaths did wear. 

. He not from Rome alone but Greece, 
Like'Johnfon, br6u|ht thd golden fleece. 
. And. t^ i^ff g*lc, («& flactds feigs) 

' TheTheWirwafaej^emhhi^Vinfes, •' 
When thro' th' a^ereal clouds he flies. 
To the fame pitch oi^i fwan doth rife ; 
Old Pindar's fli^ls by l^m ^lew-reaJch'd, 
When on that gale, bit wit^ ji«e ftsdchU ^ 
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"' Thomas K IX j-E GREW, 

A Gentleman, who was page of honour to king^ 
Charles i. ^sl& gsootaa of tbe bed-chamber to 
king Chadea II. \i^th whom he. endured twenty- 
years exile. Baring his ib^de beyond ie^, he^took 
a view of Fran€e»illialjj:and Spain» and was ho- 
noured by his majcftyv (with the eiBiploy)nen| of re- 
iident atf tlbe flate oi Venice, whither Ke waa fieait ia 
AuguH 1 65 Y. Ouaiag bis exile abroad* he ap;died 
his leifare noon torthe ilad}i «f«poetiy, ajtt^i the.<:om- 
pofition of fever^playi, of which Sir Joh|i Defhaia 
in a jociiliur Avay. takes notice; ^n his cm>y of T^rfea 
on our audioes seturn frooi. hi^ embaify from Venice* 

Onr refident Toin,* 
Fr9m Venice ,j8',<;ome, ^,' 

And hath' left the.Satefman behind hiin. 
Talks at.thf,fanvc pitch, j ^ 
Js as wifej^isas.jriqij '• ,' . ,. ., ' '. '*. 

Andjqft whdr4)'90 left hiv^i ybu 6id b^ 

. .."' . J' »• /.ly .•>; .i: .) w .• • / 
; r . .. . K. /^ r .^.. J ;f '•' 

B*^ who fayfrhe-w^aa ndt,. 

A iiyui'of4nuf}hi]plot) ■.«' . iy'.\* . >':'. 

May repent that falfe accafation j 
Having plotted, and penned 
Six plays to attend. 

The farce of his negotiation* 



.«T 
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THOMAS KILLEGREW. ii 

* KUfegrew was a man of very great humour, and 
frequently diverted king Charles II. by his lively 
•l^ncof mirth and drollery. He was frequently at 
cotfre, and had often accefs to king Charles when ad- 
AiBhti was deoied' to the kr^ peers In the realm. 
*iAjliotigft many other merry, ftories, the following is 
itltLted of KiHegrew^ Charles II.' who hatfed bufi- 
nefs a» much as he loved pleafurc, would often dif- 
appointthe countil in voochfafing his royal prcfencc. 
when< they were met, by which their bufmefs was 
neceilkrily delay'd and many of the council much , 
offended by the.difrefpeft thrown on them : It hap-* 
pened one day while the council Were met, and had 
lat fome timd in expeftation of his majefly, that^he 
dukeof Lauderdale, who was a furious ungovernable 
man, quitted^herobminapaffion, and accidentally 
met with Killegrew, to whom he exprefTed himfelf 
irreverently of the king : Killegrew bid his grace'be , 
calm, for he would lay a wager of a hundred pounds, 
that he would make his majefty come to council in 
lefs than half an hour, Lariderdale fcfemg a 'little 
' heated, and under the influence of furprizc', took him 
at his word j-^-Killegrew went to the king, and 
without ceremony told him whJit had happened, and 
added, " I know that your majefty hat^s Lauder- 
'* dale, tho' the neceflity of your affairs obliges you 
** to behave civilly to him ; now if you would g^t 
*• rid of a man you hate*, come to the council, for 
*' Lauderdale is a man fo boundleflyavaritious, that 
-«* rather than pay the hundred pounds loft in 
•* this wager, he will hang himfelf, and never plague 
t* you more.** The king was pleafed with the arch- 
nefs of this obfervation, and anfwered, ' then Kille- 
grew ril pofitively go,' which he did. It i^ like'- 

wife related, that upon the king's fuffering his mif- 
treiTes to gain fo great an afcendant over him as to 
fecrificefor them the interefl: of the ftate, and negleft 
the moft important affairs, while, like another Sarda- 
napalus, be wafted his hours in the apartments of 
B 6 thofc 
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thofq enchantrefTes : KtUegrew went ai|« 4ayinto 
his a^iartmerit drefs'd like a pilgrim, .best «i{Kiin;^ 
long journey. Tlie kins; being forprised ^t^lb ic^- 
trabrdinary frolic, aikedhimthctmeamB^of it» and 
to what diftant country he was goixig, to whidi Cil- 
legrtw bltmtly anfwered, the country I f^ek^ «Me^it 
plesfc your xnajefty, is hell ; and what to 4o Jtb«ir«'? 
replies the king ? to bring ap Oliver Crontwel from 
thence, returned the wag, to t;dce care of tibfi 
Englifh affairs, for his fuccefibr takes fiOoe.<-*W'e^ 
cannot particularly afcertain the truth of die^ rela- 

. tions, but we may venture to a£ert that th^ are AQt 
improbable, when it is confidered how much delight- 
ed king Charles the lid. was with a joke, howev^ 
fevere» and that there was not at court ft more 
likely p^rfon to pafs them than Killegrew, who 
from his long exile with ^e king, and being about 
his perfon, had contraded a kind of familiarity, 
whicli the luibie that was thrown round .the priaoe 
upon his refloriuion was not fufident to check. 

. 1 ho' Sir John Denham mentions but fix, o^t author 
wrote nine Slays in his travels, and two at London^ 
amongft which his Don Thomafo, in two parts, and 
his Paffon's Wedding," will always be valued by 
good judges, and are the bed of his performances. 
The following is a lift of his plays. 

1. Bell amir a' s Dream, or Love of Shadows, ft 
Trrgi- Comedy ; the firft part printed in folio 1663, 
writttn in Venice, and dedicated to the lady Mary 
Yilliers, duchefs of Richmond and Lennox. 

2. Eellamira s Lream, the fecond part, written m 
Venice j printed in folio, London 1665, and dedi- 
cated to the lady Anne Villiers, counteis of Eflcx. 

3. Cicilia and Clorinda, or Love in Arms, a 
Tragi - comedy $ the.£rfl part printed in folio, Lon* 
don 1663, written in Turin, 

4. Cicilia and Clbrinda, the fecond pait, wrktm 
at Florence 1651, and dedicated to the^lady Dorodij 
Sidney, countersof.Suaderland. 

\ 5. CtaracUla^ 



y Google 



THONfikS KltLEOrREW. »| 

London r^ ; ^Wikitn At lUmie^ and dddictfied' t<i 
his fifter i^^w Mf ^iMNinon ; on thii pkv ftirf «xi^ 
CMlu5fittlf«lieaailmr*«» «a]icd tlibl^rifoflteiii> Mr. C«^. 
Wright 1itt»i^ifl^ft^ii i»geiuottft€6fy of'ttfltfe. 

feli^ LotitfOfil66f t Wrkten atSafil in S^v^hasei^Md: 
thh ph^r <Mf«is f«v^*«fd4.ttlKOldTlieatre, tft Mle 
Lincoln^B-Ifin-FiiKlds^ 4hi4 a^d aH by mQlxi0^$ >a 
new pfotcfgne aod^fMlogno, Mng r}>okeii 4>y Mn* 
Mai<&lil4ll]ltai*sekMitk8, wlikh Mr. L«togKaiii^f(| 
is printed in die OeVfltil-GaHitien DN>lliiy^ ^liil 
was -a mifcellaneous production of thole times, 
which bore fome refemblance to our Magazines ; but 
which in all probabiJity is npw.out of print. 

7. The Pilgrim, a Tragedjr, printed in folio, I/Onii. 
dOn 16^3 ; t^ritten in "Paris in the year t6^u ^d 
dedicated to the countefs of Carnarvon. 

8. The Princefs, or Love at firft Sight, a Tragi- 
Comedy, priirted: in ^)liQ; Xo^d^'i^ $5 written 
at Naples, and dedicated to' his niece, the lady Anne 
WentwcMTth, wife to lord Lovelace, > - ^ * 

• ^. The Prifciffcrs, a TripiComeif; ip^wjk 
fetio, London 166) ; wrkten at London alxd Seiii- -, 
cattd to the f ady Crompton. 

10. Don Thomafo, or the Wanderer, a Comedy in 
two parts, printed in folio, London i66j j and 4e4 
dic^ted to the fait and kind fricnis o£ prrhce Pj^a- 
tinePdexand^: In the ft* part trf ttm playi this 
author has bo^owed feveral ornaments frbm Fk^ 
dierS yli^ called the Captaiii. ^ Hief h^ nfM gteat 
freedom wMi Bcnjfohttfon, for not 'only diexhafi 
i^£tersofLtipii, bot even the vfery words tone repeat- 
ed from Johnfon's Fox, where Volpone j^erfonatcs 
Scoto of Mantua, t don't believe ^at Our author de* 
f[gtredtoconteMhtstifflRance,fince he was'fojaft*st<i 
aScnowledge- a fbttg again* j^alonfy, ^ich hi^ bor i 
i0xir£A from Mr. Thomas C^rew, cup-biarcr to kihg 
Chartes tht lit, and iang ih a maf^ue at WhitchaK 

• anno 






14 '^ *:!]Tte'li(i>E^rf; •; :r 

asno i65|. T^is CltfMriif,. fay4 he, ''Iprefame-to 

* nuke uie of heire, becaufe in the £r(l defign it was 
' written at my reqi^eily iiff>on a difpwte hdd be- 
'.tween Mrs. Cicilia Crofer an4 myldf^r wiie« he 

* wasprefents ihe being thean^aid^f honour. Thi^ 

* I.have fet down, left any man/niQuld jimi^^ne me 
< : ib fooUih, as to ileal fuch a poem, fjiom fo famout 
< an author.' If he was therefore fo fcrupalous ia 
committing depredations upon Carew, he would be 
imich more of Ben Johnfop, whofe fai^e was fo ,iu- 
pcrior to Carew*s. . All thefe pkys wene pritled to- 
gether ia one volume in folio, Londpn 1664* . .^ 



Edward Howard, £/j^5 

i • 

WTA^ dflfcended from tjie noble family of the 
* W earl of Bcrkfhirc, and was more illuftrious 
by his birth than his geni\i8 ; he addiAed himfelf to, 
t^ fludy of dramatic poetry, and produced four 
ptl^ys, but^ained no reputation by any of them. . 
1 .. The Man of New-Market, a Comedy,, aded. 
at the, Theatre-Royal ; and printed in qiiartp, Lon- 
don 1678. ' , 
,/.2..Siic Dav^ Adventure, pr the Ni^w Utopia^ aCo- . 
medy, afted at his royal Highnefs the duke of York's 
Theatre, printed in quarto 1671, This play mif- 
carried in the a£iidn, as he himfelf acknowledges in, 
his preface ;, and the earl of Rochcfter, with his i^ual 
yiralen€e,writ ah invedive againfl it; butj, Mr^^ Behn, 
Mr. Ravenfcroft, and fome other poets, takinjgcom, 
pailion oh him, fent the author recomi^endatory 
yerfes, which are printed before that play, * and ir^ 
' S return 
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EDWARR, }iOm^9, Efq; ^5 . 

return he wpta Piii4artqo|ftitp.Mra. Bchn, wluch 
ibe printed, if tfCpUedioa of Poems 1685. 

3. The JUbMfier, 9, Tragedy, adcd at the Tie^trt- 
RoyU^ mtdij^n^d .&663|. in whidi die charader^of 
Damodesy is iTauI to h2»re ^een clrawn for Oliver 
Cr4>mwd>7 kod' itliat. tlic plfiy is a jparal^ pf th^fe 
times. .1 •• w- i- ■.'•,; • • ^ • ' t [' t\* 
- . 4. Woifien* Conqiieft », a Txagi-Copoedy^ , afie^ at 
the Duke's Theatre 1 677. .... 

£e£des thef« play«t A^^ Howard h^ ^u^i(b^<|an 
Epic .Po^n ill o&MTO, called ;lke,-Sn|$fli J^fifices, 
whkktheeiirlof Roche^rlikewifeJ|{indIe4. jgreiity 
ie merely. There is likewife afcribe^ (A |uni another 
Book of Pocmt and Eilkys^.. with f Parapbxs^^on 
Cicero> I,»aelius, or Tra£l of Fricndftifpi* printed 
in-Svo. The Earl ^ Dorfet, who vt^as.jpalled^hy 
cotemporary writers^ the bell good mapi wirh .fke 
worft natured Mufe, has dedicated a few lines^tojthe 
damslEUioo oi t^s extraonUpary ^piQ podu^pa of 
Mr. Howard's, . ^ ! , 

The Spe^atoroVerves, that^»epic plecq isTulI 
of incpagmity, .ori|io^rw9rd3,\a!b9juids ,)jiith 
nonfenfe. He %*0pes,th6 two.fpflowitig.ljpesji^l 
. A coat of maul Prince Voetij^erf^ had on, 
; Which'from a naked pi^ hu grandfire won. . 

Who 4oes not fee the abfordity of winning a Cpat . 

To Mr. EowAapjHlG^Wiia^vi.on his Inconipfra- 
ble, incomprehenlible Po*b m called the 
BRITISH PRINCES. 
Come on, ye critics, .find one fault who dare. 
For, read it backward like a witch's prayer, 
'Twill do as well 5 throw not away your jcfts 
, Oprfolidvponfenfe that abides all tefts, 
'Wit*, like tierce-ciaret, when't begins t? pall, 
Ncglcaed lies, aad's of no iifc at all. 
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' ^Bttt, ftt fb All )>6ff($IEUdB of deoif , 
Turns vinegar, an^ C6iifes«gain ki |fidf^ 
'^'ou bftft n Wain, ftf.efc as k is«ifd«e4 1 
'OnV;^atc!fe%o«iatii7^d]%n'<yfiiii^ : 

Yrt in a RIbcrt f Irafvc (yftcA kirtmn 
Maggbts flirv9^ ^fafen M ^6kdrM% ffitm* 
This fimile fhall ftand, in thy defence, 
ISainU fcdt^ll .t<^gues ks %ASiWr4nd «lwii wnte 

/cnfc. 
^Thv ^0*$ the falh^ wliatcttr bis thy i^eM^ 
Ai fdmt 4i^(&6n ttmts aUiReKfc to)i>liAmii. 
«^^ lycif,, ' dealr Ned, ^irlte Ayu^ % \jim. n 
\fii}ktif '-• ' -/' -'• ' .'1 

' *\Witttiai*^ t<tecdts> iike'v^ettiiifc 't>fttd hi oar* 
'' •' ' tibtt:"-'"'-' • ' ■ ^ •■,:.... , 
*l1igr ft4iftt>fin^^<buttdet'd jaflc tS^ Wot as high . 
A^ afny dther Fcgilfiis can Hw 
^o the dnll l£el mores ninAnet ih ^t nmdj 

. Than'afi the fcril^-fettiM raeetv ^ i^ ^aait: > 
As ikilful divers to the bottom fait; - • 
Sobnef Aatt^ihtffe 'i^i^ ^Hhbt fwi^^ iH, 

• ' S^o in Ae ^ay ttf ^iiittg, Mthbut thinkmg, . ' > 
Thwn^^ftalfritfig^ifearityihfeyW^, . i 
Thou writ'ftttelow cv>n thy <mn tiatVal |)arta, ' 
Aiidwith.aoiiair*d:dQliief$*.an4Bew ar^ 

.. Of ftudiedfionf^nfe, tak^ft kind readers hearts. 
Thertfore dear'Ne^i arttyadtfCc fcfbttir,' 
Such loud complaints 'gainft tritlds^o pfdk¥y 
Since thou art turii^d an arrant libeller : . ) 
Thou fttfft;thy Aa:rff6 t6 wfeit Avfdlf digrft'Wri^; 

; ;|Sflfe^iiBeryct*th^y bjt«r; ... j 
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Mrs. APHRA BEHN. vj^ 

* . ' ' . ' ♦. ^ ■ ' • . 

^fr^^'^ft^ %^'*\^' \|U* fLM* fUy* <Mi* SkAJt MAm 9k^ ^|W» t^^* 

f • . ^ * - : . ' 

. - • . ♦ 

A Celebrated i^etefs oF tbe I^ age, was .ai^ 
gentlewoman by Wthf being defcended^ :a6, 
her Ufe-'writer fays, from a good family in the, 
cipr of Canterbury. She Hvs^s born in Charles Ift's , 
reign ♦,' but in what rear is not known^ Her' 
father^ name Was Johhjoii^^ rwKofe relation to the* 
Icn'd WlUoughby engaged'him %r the. adytfinU£||- > 
Otis' poft ofTi'euteniUit general oT| Suiinaii^ (aii^^ • 
and thihy iflin^di, to. ^ndeftake, a . vq)(a|ge»' Jijf idi * 
^his whole fkn^iy, lo the '^jTeft-Indies^ at whi4t Um/tx 
cur iioetefs tvas very you^gj .Mr. Joh/ifon^dicd at. 
fea,i|Ek. his paffage' thither ; but his famity arrival « 
at ^urinarn^ a plage fo delightfulW Ti^jiated, ^an^' 
aboaiuliilg With fuch a yaH^ proruUon of ))eau;ief9 > 
that> according to Kirs. ^^ehn*8 defqripti^ft^ ij^itur^ t 
feem^ to have joined with, art to rende^at^ferfeo- • 
1/ d^gaftf : l^er iiabitaUon in TOiat »eounttY, c^leii • 
St. John's Haii 'ftie has challenge^ all u^. gfir- » 
dens in Italy," nay, all the ig;I6be of the world, to • 
ihew fo delightful a recefs.* It was there oujr,p<»-t 
etcfs became acc[uainted with the (lo|ry -and ^erfo^i • 
of the American Prince Oroonoko, whpfe aiivei\-« 
turcs Ihclias to feelingly and,ele^ntly' dcforibed in. 
the cel^bt&ted Novel of that nanoie, upon ^hiqhM|. » 
S(kihern has ^built His Tragedy, of proonoko^^ p^t • 
of ^hich is^ fo ehtertainin^g and. moVing^ that :.it 
is almoft too mtich for. nature. 'Mrs. Sienn teus as^ , 
that Ihe herjfelf liad often feen Apd can,verred,with^ 
that great man^ and been a witnei^ to s^v of ^ 
* Monoirs jArefixed to her Novels, by a lady. 
hb 
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his mighty afllons, and that at^ne time, he, Ani 
Imoinda his wife, werp fcarce an hour in a day 
from her lodgings; that they eat ^ with her^. ^nd 
that ihe obli^i^ etkein'^ni^li thmg^ (he was cftpa- 
bje of, entertaining them with the lives of the Ro- 
mans and great men, which charmed him With 
her company ; while fhe engaged his wife with 
teaching her dl di^ pretty wofM fhe wdS miflrefs 
of, relating ftories of l*^uns, arid endeavouring to 
bring her to the knowledge of the. true God.^ This' 
intimacy betwefen Oroonpkb' and Mrs. Behn ^* 
cTjfioBcd ^'fome refleiibiis* on her conduft, frbjit: 
which the authorefs of her life, already quoted^ 
jnftifie^ her in the foUo'^ing manner ; *; Here,' fays 
'(he, I can add nothirig to. what fhe has jgiven 

• the 'world already^ \ but. ^a ' ' vindicatipn oJ her 

• from foOTc unjull afpfeffiori^'I £nd are infinu-, 

• ated atbont this toyn; in relatidp, tp that prinee^ 
•'f Ifnew her Intlmateiv^'.jvalC .^hd jf.^lieveflie 
'•w^^Id not hive conceSed any love affair from me, 
' Tbeing one of her own fex, whofc ftiendfhip. an4 
•^d-fecy1(Kc|hid. experienced, which makes m,e ^f- 
*-ilit'e the jv^brld that there wis no intr/guib'te- 
**^tiri that Pfinci and Aftfa^. She .ha3: a ge^ , 
*"ncidr 'V^ue' for his ^ncominon^ virtues,' and.^ 

• w^ften'ic related tlie ftdry of his wpes^' Qii might • 
* -i^ith^ the l)efd^mona' of Shak^fpear, <;ry oat,';. 

• TKath was pidful, wondrOus piciful,' which ne- j 

• ver can be conftrued into an amour ; be/ides, hjs/ 
••^heart was'tbo 'yiorently let" on the everfafting ^ 
'charms 6f, his Iiiidinda,, to bc/hpolc witji thole | 

• more faiii; '{in his ^ye) of a wjhite . l)cauty j andjj 

• -'Aflrjea^s " relations ' tnerc ' prefent. kept too . 
•;i^4tfchf^l ah' ei^ei6'\yek^hei^, to. permit the frailty 
*'pf hetybutAi if that'had been powerful enough.' 

-^Affei^ dm tidy's return ^6 London, llie w%s mar- 

rkt! to Mr. Bdin, a Merchantthere, but of Dutch 

ci^tiiQIonr This marriage ftretfgthehing her interett, 

and, perhapr,'reftorihg her charadef, gave her an op- ' 

• portunity 
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pLypi Ki«g Ckairles II: 4b aeeiM^'tie amd u^ttsklia^ 

ceivftd' a g|-*f!i«3fdpihibiil^oC 4icr ♦ abilkk^,; «»<* 
fboaght hepa pro|^r J^^rfon to fcJccfrtrtfftfed with 
the^ahagemtmt drfdfnelitfjxftlailt i^i^rsyidulriftg 
the. Dutch wUr 9 >ll!ith ' (xitailoned he# goiAg into 
S^anderd; an4 irefidilig ai^ikweppi" Uttet by h«r 
p^lititall irttfigi^e^;it^ii\k&vtire4 tho defigiilbnn^ 
byiithe> 'D^utchT t^£ ihilk^ 4}p «h6 Hvb {Tham^si kad 
btttn&g ^ 'fiiiglifli 'itdpt'iA^theirkafbotirv which 

' her iistelHg^iii^e/ though 'W^llgfotin^eciy as appear^ 
#d 4aiy.'«k^-«vMft«{ Uh^ Ottl7'4 j^hed> at atid i%ht^ 
ed^' file 'liad afidd^ all idiher thppghts of ftate- al*- 
£d»s^:^aiitf aiiM^d llei(elf 'dtM-iiig ht# fof 'at Aau 
«ferpo«^th ^ ik»lffAiit^& ki^ thsk (Sky. Bat ^ai^ w« 
hav^^mMNioiiCfdvtiiltfii ihe^ d^cofvered* thdi ddi^^ 
Itei B(kdh^i«i hiir]ei*Wtt»>Jftiiitf^ fe<woiddii)r«^iidio(» 
to the lady, as well as to ti^f^paidefr nbttt^give 
&>ii^de«GM ^^Iterflfiimcfr 4if doittg it;' She tahde 
dfitf )iitov«f 49y ^iklsHiitefveiielim' tif ^a, Dttcdn^d^ 
iv%i>B» her 4iie-wi^ier;call» 6y> the ^mbm- 'of Vander 
A&mi '-AY:aitf<amlfaifiMbl'^ifrw*eg0ai«arJ^^ . 
ftxt^oocikimi't^ci ilieviiu^} iMi»i ofTliMlllgewoei 
of mixinff.with the.|0Bditod^iiwd;hitftlittgi isifhe 
fiEalb 0|iibtefiin(niiH]fhtcilffcU>)iii)Oii':|iit»dMrr»way, 
pei^a^iisffirre e'ffiMibos^ ^o^ovmciii^ ib9;i>her>e^s% 
Thfk Vaiidet AlbMti kad^been>iri*rk>v^w>i^ith Jver 

eri htar4^i^0f 3^r.£«rFi<^albixafritAiitw€Rs • tlmiche 
pludih6rlabti^)aUMlr hi»n w npeitsou ^<ihk for-' 
jner toti^ip sttd^mrikiMt |MlSfioi» f<nr imircfremie, 
pre&dolv^4aiflnBeeiv^''iMfl| hlspittobf^ tuUeakibld 
ffi)o&:o£vth6nUdftiiieicil akd3fifafcerit)^ro£:>hiBrpar^ 
^io&v -for Jiiufiui:h:ttd:WO«li>a^^ ^ttlilvh^ 

hail b^hnu^p aiid >fiiitirfui!'feriiloe8'ooxH^M^ 
that he deierved it.* This propofal was ib foica* 
blc to her prefenl aiki' kf^the^feni^ce of her coun- 
>;;! » tryg 
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ieht her ^^^4, . b^ ^, fpccUl^mefleiii^r, t)if^1i9 
vt^^d be with Jbicr At a -day •appQiniedy at which 
tim^^ Jie i?B«^cd IP Iter, . tkat Comliiie de Wit| 
'w1m>, witk the reft, ^f th^t €milY» ,hftd im iitplii* 
<«l>le h^^^d tortke -KligUih nndw Md (he l^^oEfe 
^^fiUll^.bad;: wkJb^eEqyOer^ p^Opofed.tbUi^ 

pof4Ur <;ppci»tfiiig;wi^ rthe.a4viC6: which itfie ^tch 
qiits ib 'Kitt^and h^nl.igivtfii <ih<j»^.)i9jf nheviotiU 
negle£tof ^U iiaval pr^pur^tions, wao well re):e^- 
'edy a»d w<£9 reMvedto he rpaviai^HoeaikfifV^ ia 
thing neither dbikgerf>i«t Mr diff e<ilt, Albert h^V^ 
iog c(nDmii»i«ii3ed a fe^^-df ^^U>'h(Hforteee» :«iiii 
wiith<^fitoli mai^s. of truths .')[9M(Jle4itdbnii>rQoinL«> 
iottbrftfi it:i ' ajs feon ;iil> the} iwMfvism . tM^r-ai ran 
•Ddi i Ae<»4ilfl»^ed ^ i^fc^gmk^oS whKt ^Ibiet hail 
4iropvered»: ^aSaigl^irii !^* rn '- .v ?i ..U.'ii>l' oj 
: fittt^e cafinot:cca]%hidA!Mbti.-8«bitf«Lgatta«toiee 
^KA«9kw«^,^ittthiMifc*beang^a'ltele ftttore^^p^^xtatt 
as we inttvW«fiiaake<^hy iiNihei^lOver^ ittndrlhaMa^ 
&Gl fiKsmAwi9»m:iiOifrcibtfm.ht*:an}^ jeicm 
fecxMs^fi(baiiftehnr6lf|^^ hflbr;ii&«:l4heQe,>iii 
bdthhamoHliMl^iidieQiMliilimg.:./: i: ,y!..iri V' 
« <I«r aileifipc^onLrAietitifim iprpooede Au^ /; JMfy 
V^oiher jollier pi :diioiit^twvM) Alhe^'e age^ naor. >tod 
^ buUc.tOQ^ rtbQ%AlbBttfbQ net Ilie n^a JTaiiiftjy 
^ r^pe-Tiw^l^aftefeeii^^yteaiiiiA 1^^ hkfc b^olM 
^ iiattdof l^D^firnfa»;iani;hewisiiitrdda^'td me 
<.ib]r aMbM{iiMrlni|fiii«i,iMd ilmoHiged^hiiRitQ 
',oftmSi«rt k'lnaiaMteQ^ wAtiwh^fe nvBvtef ind 
lldtbertiiingSfHbQiiId piaafeMsfaBLaiiind^ioiv W^ 
i:ocQafioii./ofi ^^Hfisiiild fidbirMdfndr?v^«l)ne 
lioftttB, Iks&eelhogeh^aJ^ei^fihldiiPthe'MdlqeiM^ 
53dfii^.^RC»^poft>ih»D]d;|)Mddo£tOfiCj^^ Init 
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man of wea^tb ai^ fui^ftaMtc tiiAng)i ftrikdifc inn 

* il» a^ youniser m^, ws^ paftoiMlfly; tO; k>v<B wiA 
' mi%, and d«BM to. knpw ^(klit)ii9*qi)f k«im-wa9ii« 

* fareqgogfKift that hiftfneftdcAopid; Q<)t.icnA^i«aiac 

* aw hpp<8. I r^i^plM itat I wm' fiii9)ri»NU<k)hiia» 
': s^ fri^ii4^of'41hm'ai9i4u|it Aiv iji^ fm 
^ a|[i9$bc^;, Mi^lMl^tf lo^ w8fAa>pifli9R^ ll wantoja 
^ w.^y ii^n&blq^f, it p0pU.ntnr0r be)fqr.an.oUk.i^ 

' 4Vidj^A(?htetliatpiirpo^% BntaUitkUimatdnM 
'dofe.'Hi^aday or twa I reoojfirod tJiisetoqwM^ei^Ale* 
'« fr^inhimv Here.Mn K Bekn inftrts «< tranfl^nr 
of VapBroMi^'s lett^ry wj^iehr wa^- wr^te^ iii.Fteuh»' 
2fkdi ia. ^ .90^! ridijci^lom tJ2bi^ tdlms h*!-,^ hcjluid' 
oftfiii ficofe to^F6?md ^fc«rtiielei»p9&ofMaJleaot,' 
and^it^kjos own miHidvieaklhiarwalkol^iifir aAc-' 
tipBs; b«t t^nipii^d widi Ik ftloi^l^of Jmt foff^fic^ 
tkw, ^ cpfoMfd to makfi mor^ *rogia]«r a|^- 
j)ffpa«hes,^ to aitackhar a^a:6xdi«r UBixLOt^ aiid- 
try^firft wfaat;a,hoinlNU[dmeiit of iMaas wquld da; 
wJi«th€r4i^efe.-caipaA»>oCiov9tbfOwn.i]ito tke foofi* 
ces of h^eyjps, would te^alii iiiMi tht niMft of her- 
biseafti bealf do^ii tte ^^t-gwnl* of bcr «trQcfion» 
and blow aj^ tht mi^p^aQ of ^bimorndlyy thafeihr 
mdit bo bijoii^bt. :tQ^a:Oti|fitl49li0«^ and yMdiofos . 
rffldofiable tofm^^ H^tb^.ccMi^d^ Jier »ia gocKll/ 
ibip ii|idfvfa})ibf^t)ioI^9ft« jier.btiir4ft the famanfet^ 
hpr fore-boad the i^ow, W eye& the gitiWi. her noTe ^ 
the nuider* He. wiihe$ hi» ofMild ongp fee her- ked: 
b|9ire wnter^ aaA deftrntn^ bOiher^iiJatt. to fleerithctQ' '. 
tiil<apf( pCCp^A^Hoi^'^tw th^l«die6,i)(Jo;v!b 

tO'^thv t^ «ri^«)^,aiidi Dotehjraiirikevcptftk^i 

S2^;;^)ifiiihj|j[i7.farr.fetri9g(Oi^ as 

▼^/Hge a4il«9Ffl^-iui(UwMf<a^ xeclatfiaLPfttheie;^*^ 

^ ^ pence9 
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i<^ for 'fett-^'^OT* 'cA)ftfefi*t HM deWhce, fines,. 
kolland,'laWtf,f€Kkhbti<JJ SttM^hdi^n^^ng,''' 

Btoin inAlbcs't- s &%fefice, tiR he bcgkri tO affumc and^ 
gitow troaMefdotti' to M«if by Wy addrelTes', {o that ^to] 
rid hiriiielfi<Jfhim,'(he was fbrced^^o difclofe the, 
Vfha\6 ld»i*T^co Albttt,- V^ vi^k^ Airagcd thaT hc^ 
dafeaft«Adli the deAth^^Jbi»H<^&]^/%«ft h€ Was pacified 
hyilils mibr^O, <aQd <»tliefi«rt(i t^braid the ochef fbr ' 
lifc»'«ca«^ff ,lCnd>folrt)id hftn the hoofc; but this fafjrs* 
Mrs, Behn,ii^ :prodttded a verytfdk^lots. fcefte,''fer] « 
V «iy Neftorian IbV^er Wduld not gjhre groandf to* 
*<*Alb^rt, butAVOG M bighas )M, 'i4i&llenged4Hfii 'to* 
*.fiiifcer-ftice'foT me, and «a-thoafand* things as co-* 
<■ tnical ; f i» ihptt ftbthi^g bu« iM^ p6fi^v(e co^mmand 
Sicotdd fatisfy^himr^^AdojtvthM Mpn^ntifedno ittore^ 
' • toitroubiemej Swr* ^ he thought hiWelf of me, • 

* iiflfwasthttiider-ftKioky wh^n he Seird irie not only 
' forbid'kim the houfe,^ bat ridkoleall his addredes' 
*'to his rival Albert; with a countenance full of' 

* defpair, ke went aWlay not only frOm mylodnngs, 
*' but the next day from Antwerp, unable to ftay in 
< a place 'wkere^he had mfet fb dreadful a defeat;* ' 

The aMthoreife of her life ha6 given us a father 
account of .her alRurs with Vandtfr Albert, in which- 
ike coifoived to prefm^e kc^ konoar, without injuriii|f* 
hi^r^ratitude: There w» A won^an at Antwerp, whcf - 
had often glren Aftraea warning of Albert^s fickltf^' 
nefs and inconftancy, aflfaring her he never loved 
after' enjoyment, and fometimes changed even befbrej 
hefaad^at pretence ; of wkick ike kerfelf was 'an** 
indancevs^ Albert having Carried ^hiei^,- -and defe^t^' 
kerak^he Wedding-ni^ht. Oar;bOlteiA^tOdk t4i^<6^. 
poiitiurity*^f her adqoaintance wHk^SVt Ittdy to 'pu€^ 
an kone&tfidlonpbn her lover,; and^ait the faitiei&fllki^ 
4o juAico to an injured #0WUi.'' AcCovdkgty Ike- 

made 
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madf an appomlBieiit with AI)iect, and icontrived 
' that ^tbe lady whofe i^uhq wafr.C^ina> (hoqld meec 
him in h^r ^d, . The plot foitceede^ a^d CataXiQa 
infinitely pl^aied with th^ advenliurea ajipointpd the 
nqji^t nighty and.thefcJlowifig, till 9t Uft he dif- 
covered the chjpat^ andxefolv^to grfttify both hi# 
love andrefentmentyhy «9JoyiiigAlb-aBa€vea againft 
her wjU.. To this purpofe ^ihribed an elderly gen- 
tlewoman,^ whom Mr^. Bc^h^pt out of ch^ricy» Uf 
put him to -bed 4rc|ft jn h^r aight-doaths ^i h^r places 
. when A^^^a- was pafiing. tfa/eevfenii^g iii a merchant's 
houfe in die town. The merchant's fon and his two 
danghters waite4 on A(braBahome ; and to conclude 
the evening^ mirth with afrolick> the young gentle> 
saan propofed gciing to. bed .to the old woman, 
iand that they fhould all come in with candles^ and 
furpnze them together. As it was agj^eed fo they 
did, but no (ooner was the young fpark pat to bed,; 
but: he^ found himCelf s^ccoiled with ardour^ and a 
man's yoice, faying, ' have I now caught thee, thoa 
' malicious charmer ? now I'll not let thee go till 
\ thott^baA done me jafiice for all the wrongs thou 
* haft offered my doating love.' The reft of the 
company were extremely furprized to find Albert in 
!A(b-xa's bed inftead of the old woman, and Albert 
no lefs furprized to find the young fpark inilead: c^ 
Aftrxa. In the conclufion, the old woman was difr 
carded, and_ Albert's fury at his difappointment £^pJ^ 
peafed by. a protoife from Mrs. Bhen, of marrying 
him at his arrival in £ngland ; but Albert returnipg^ 
to Holland to make preparations for his voyage tor 
England, died of a Fever at Amfterdam *. Prom, 
this adventure it plainly appears, that the obfef va-v 
tiojEL of a JDutchn^n's not being capable to lovje i% 
falfe; for both Albert, an4 the Neilorian woper^ 
feem to have been \^arm enough in their addrelTes. . 

f ' ' . . • ' ' i;. ... ;-■ ' V 

• Memoirs ubi i^^fi^, t . • ' 

After 
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Aftferj>aflftgrflwafrtaiiie>in IKt»iiiftmiiSratf:ai a tii ciy, 
Hie eiftbarked 'at Dunkt^te fbr BftglaAd-; and in her 
psfiage^' was near being \oi^ for tliie fKip being 
driven on the ceaft> feundei^d MFithin- figh^ of land, 
but by the sAlhtnce of boats from the* -ihere, they 
^ere aH faveds and' Mrs. Bekn anrivinr in- Londbri, 
dedicated the reft of ker^ife tt^ j^eafibre- and 
poetry. Blefides ptth3iitki«i; three^rolomes of mifcel-' 
kny. p^emsy fhe wmtc^ ierenteen- pHurs» and' foore 
hiftories and- mvels^. '. She^'tranflate^Ftrntenelle's 
Hift^ of Otttdbs> and-pkifiaiity of worlds, to Which 
laft ihe annexed an -Efi&y oidlranflation, and trahf- 
lated Pfo(e. The» Pttraphnire of <£none*8, Ebiftie to 
Fans, in die EngUfh Tranfltttion of Ovid*s£piffies 
b Mrs. Behn's ; as are ^e celebrated Love Letters 
between a Nobleman and his Sifter. Her wit 
gainedher theeftfeemoF Mr/ Drydctt, Mr. South- 
ern, Sec. atid at the iane time the-love and addreflei 
of fcvcral gcntlemetti in-particular oncj with whom 
jhe correlponded under the name, of Lycida , who 
It fcems d!d not return her paflton- with- equal 
warmth, and with the cameflncis and rapture, flic 
imagined her beauty had a right to command. 

Mrs. Behndied afteralong.indifpofition, April i6, 
16S9, and was buried in the doifticr pf Wefhninfter-^ 
ilbbey. We ftall beg leave to exhiWt her charafier, 
as we find it drawn by fome* of her- cotempdraries, 
and add a remark of our own. * Mr. Langbain 

* thinkrherMemory will be lovg-ftefli among aU 

* lovers of dramatic poetry, as havings been fuffici- 

* ciently eminent, not only for her theatrical per- 

* fotmances; butfcveral other pieces both in piofe 
^ and'verfe, which gained her -an cAeem among the 

* wits almoin eqiial tO' that of the incomparable 
*Orinda,.Mrs.KatherinePhUllt».' • 

There are feveral encomiams pn^Mrs. Behn pre-* 
fixed to hit lover's' watch ; among the reft, Mr* 

Charles 
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Charld C^^tum, aathor of Virgil Trsmtty, throws 
ia his mite in her praife; though the lines are 
but poorly ivrit. But of all hier admirers, Mr. 
Charles Gildon, who was intimately acquainted 
«>with our'^poctefs, fpeaks of her with the higheft en- 
comiums. 

In his epiflle dedicatory to her hiibries aiid novels, 
h6 thus exprefTes himfelf. ^ Poetry, the fupreme 
' pleafure of the mind, is begot, and born in plea- 

* lure, but op^refied and kiiled with pam. This 
' reflexion ought to raife our admiration of Mrs. 

* Behn, whofe genius was of that force, to main* 
' tain its gaiety in the midft of diGippoiiitments, 

* which a woman of her fenfe and merit ought never 

* to have met with. But ihe had a great Ibength of 
^.mind, and command of thought, being abltt to 
/ write in the midfl of company, and yet have the 
f ihare 6f the conversation : which I faw her do in 

* writing Oroonoko, and other parts. of her works, 
' in every part of which youUl find, an eafy flile 
' and a peculiar hs^ppinefs of thinking. The paf- 

* ilons, that of love efpecially, ihe was miftrel's of, 

* and gave us fuch nice and tender touches of 
' them, that without her name we might difcover 

* the author.* To this character of Mrs. Behn may 
be .very properly added, :tbat ffiven of her by the 
authorefs of her life and memoirs, in thefe words. 

, ' She was of a generous humaiiedi^fidon^^'iQtne- 
f thing paiSonate, viery ferviceabie. td her friends m 

* all that was in her power, and could fooner for- 

* give an injury than do one. She liad wit, humour, 
' good-nature and judgment. She was miftrefs of 

* all the pleafing arts of converfation : She was a 
.'woman of fenfe, and confequendy a^ lover of. plea- 

* fure. For my part I knew her intimately» and 

* never faw ousht unbecoming the jaft mod^^ of 
»" <*r fe* f though fhore gay f^hd free, than the folly 
*,pf the precife will allow.' ' . 

Vot.UI.N«. It. C The 
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fiksLth»r foetry ^k none of die belt ;. and thst bar 
comedks, tho' -not ^witliottt Iwrnonr, tisc full k^ 
die fttoft imkoent iceoes and ejqprafions. As to 
-the firft^ with fubsDiiiion to the' aathontf of ith^ 
writers, the charge is ill-founded, whkh wiU 
^ip^earirom the %BGuneii ji^pooi which Drydeahim- 
ielf makes her a annpliment ; as to the latter, I*m 
•afraid it carniot be £o well delended ; hut <l€t J^ft 
'who are ready to/bfaunc her, .cooilder, that her's was 
the fad alternative^ to write or iVatrvs. ^ Ae tafie of the 
•times was cornet; and it ts^a true obicrvatiopi, diat 
xhey who live^to pleaiie, moft pleafeto live. 

Mrs. Behnpediap s, as much as any one, condema- 
icd loofe fcenes, and too waim defcriptions ; bat 
:fomething mu& be allowed to human frailty. 
iShe herieif Mas of an amorous complexion, ihe 
ielt tl^pafiions indmaftdy which fhe defcribes, > and 
this.ciycumfiance added to neceifity, might be the 
occafion^f her plays being of that caft. 

The^fiage how loofely does Aftrea tread. 
Who famy puts all chaia£kers to bed. 

iAre lines of Mr. Pope: 

And another ntodem ffcakiiig of ,die vidiiitudet 
lo which ; die ftag^ is fab|e£led, has the foUowing, 

Perhaps if ikill could diilant times explore, 
^«W'Sdm^/new.Darfey's, yet remain infUne, 
. Perhaps, ibr'wlM>caii^efs th'.eileds of cfaatioe, - 
Here Hmiti$:m8yiM»^aiid Mah6meii||!m«yflaiice» 

, -A nbfeedibdter. 

^ A Tuik, iairous foi^,Jvs ficfuiiaiiaces «]^ S f»lfh l#C 
the iDanncr br ro]['t«3iii:eri» » jJ. 
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Tliis .nfithoac cannot be well acqaaialed fridi Mrs. 
JBlebn^s wQika* who nukes a compariion betweea 
ti^em and jtbe productions of Ooirar. Ttece aie 
jpar^s of a jne.undetftandiag in the jx^ft ua^^ 
^{hcd B^sQfi of Mrs. fohn, land the veiy worft.of 
ihis lmy':S coiRpofi(ions are prefemble to Durfey*a 
beft. It is unpleafmg to have the merit of aajr 
pf the Fair Sex leiTened. Mn. Bohn fnfiered e- 
pough at .the hands of fnperdlioas prudes, who 
had th^ ibarbarity to conftrue her fprighdmefs in- 
to JLew^b^is ; aikd becanCe file had wit and beau- 
ty» fhe muft likewife he charged with proftittidoa 
%nd iQiil^ion. 

H^ dmmatic wodb ace^ 

I, 2. The Rorer : Or, the baniihed Cavalier; 
In twP parts, bodi comedies ; afted at the dake's 
^beatue, and printed in 4to. 1677 and i68i. Thafe 
plays are taken in a great meafure from Kille- 
^«ew*s tUifk Thofiafo, or the wanderer. 

3. Th« &tttC4h Lovei> a Comedy, a6ied at the 
Dake*s thMtw* and printed in 410, 1673; The 
plot of thb play is founded upon a Spaniih Co- 
QB/edy i(nticlfid» J>Cfi Fenifie^ written by l>on Fran- 
cifcodelas Coveras. 

4. Abd^lazqr ; or the Mqor^s Revnnge* a Tragedy » 
%£t(id at the .duke's AeattSt and pxint^ in 4to. 1 67 1 . 
it is t^H feojnan oldplayot Mvk>w*s> intitled, 
hv&^s Qomioifln 1 or the I^civious Queen, a Tra* 

5. Th^ Yomg King s or the Miftake, a Tragi- 
CQmedy» a^ed at the duke's theatre, ^d printed 
in 410. in 1683. Thed^gnofthis.pUy is taken 
from tha iltoty of Alcamenes and Menali;^, ia 
^Calffi^od^'s Cli9patra* 

6. Thi» lUnand-Heads; or lihe Good Old Caufe, 
.« C(H9^Y4 9iMM th< dnkcfs ik^t^, jind print. 

«d ji| 4to, i68a. It is dedicated tp Henry. Fit*roy- 
dake Of Graftojn. 

C ^ 7. The 
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7. The City Heirefs; or Sir Timothy Treatwell> 
a Comedy ; afted at the duke's theatre, and prin- 
ted in 4to. in. 1682, dedicated to Hennr Earl of 
Arundel, and Lord Mowbray. Moft 6f the cha* 
raders in this play are borrowed, according to 
I'angbaine, from Maffinger^s Guardiian, and Mid* 
dleton's Mad World my Mafters; 

8. The Town Fop, or Sir Timothy Tawdry, a 
Comedy, a£ted at the duke's theatre, and printed in 
4C0. L677. '^^^^ pl^y i' founded oh a comedy 
written by one George Wilkins, entitled, the Mife* 
ries of inforced Marriage. 

9. The Falfe Count, or a f«Iew Way to play 
an old Game, a Comedy ; a£led at the dulce's 
theatre, and printed in 4to. 1682 Ifabella^s be- 
ing deceived by the Chimney Sweeper i& bor* 
rowed from Mollier*s precieufe Ridicules.- 

I o. The Lucky Chances ; or an Alderman'$ 
Bargsun, a Comedy, a6led by the King^s company, 
and printed in 4to. in 1687. It is dedicated to 
Hyde Earl of Rochefter. This play was greatly 
condemned by the critics ; fome incidents in it are 
borrowed from Shirley's Lady of Pleafure. 
.11. The forced Marriage ; or the jealous Bride* 
groom,aTragi-Comedy, aded at the duk£*s theatre, 
and printed in 4to, 1671. 

1 2. Sir Patient Fancy ; a Cotnedy, aded at the 
duke*s theatre, and printed in'4to. 1678. The 
plot of this play, and fome of die charaders, par* 
tfcularly Sir Patient, is borrowed from Moliere's 
Malades Imaginaires. 

1 3 . The Widow Ranter ; or the Hiilory of Bacon 
in Virginia, a Tragi-Comedy, aded by the King^s 
company, and printed 1690. It is uncertain where 
ftte nad the hiilory of Bacon ; but the cacaftrophe 
feems founded on the ftory of Caifius, who died 
by the hand of his freed man. This play was 
publifhed aftfir Ur$. Behn's death by one G. L' 
her friend. ^ 14. The ' 
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14. The Feigned Courtezan ; or aNighfs In- 
triguey a Comedy, adled at the duke's theatre, 
and printed in 410. 4679. It i$ dedicated to the 
famous Ellen Gwyn, Xing Charles lid's roUlrcfb, 
and is efteemed one of Mrs. Behn's beft pla,t\ 

15. Emperor of the Moon, a Farce, afled at the 
Cueeh's theatre, and printed 410. 1687. It is de- 
dicated to the Marquis of Worcedor. The Plot is 
taken from an Italian piece tranflated into f renjh, 
under the title of Harlequin Empereur, Dans le 
Monde de la Lane, and a&ed at Paris above eighc/ 
nights without int«^milfion^ 

16. The Amorous Prince ; or the Curious Hiir* 
band, a Comedy, aded at the duke of York^s thea- 
tre, and printed in 410. 1671. The plot is. bor^ 
rowed from the novel of the Curious Impertinent 
in Don Quixote. 

1 7. The younger Brother ; or the i^ morbus Jilt ; 
^ Comedy, publiihed after her death by Mr. Gildon. 
It was taken. from a true ftory of colonel Henry 
Martin^ and a certain lady. 

Mrs. Behn^s plays, all bat the laft, were publiihed ~ 
together in two volumes- 8vo. 9ut th: editioo 
-of 1724 is in four volumes izmo. including the 
Younger Brother. 

The following is an account gf her nciretsy anl 
luHorieSy 

They are extant in two volumes ismo. Lond. 
I7|5, 8th edition, publiihed by Mr. Charles Gildon, 
and dedicated to Simon Scroop, Efq; to which u 
prefixed the hiilory of the Life and Menooirs of our 
authorefs, written by one of the fair ihx. 

I • The Hiftory of Oroonoko, or the Roya.1 Slavi : 

This wasfoandeaonatme ftor/, the incidents of 

C 3 - - which 
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iK/lHck happened daring her reMcnce at Sari- 
nam. It gave birth to Mr. Southern's celebrated 
play of that name; who in his dedication of it» 
fpeaking of his obligation to Mrs. Bchn for iht 
ittbje^, fays, 

• She had a great <»nmiand of the ftage, and t * 
, • have often wondered that {t< would bury her fa« 

* voutite hero in a novel,, when Ihc might ha"cl 

* revived him in the fcene. She thought either, 

* that DO aAor could re^fent him, or (he could 

* not bear him reprefented ; and I believe the ]aft» 
' ^when I remember what I have heard ^m a fri nd 
' of her*8, that (he alwayft told a ftory moire feeling? 

* ly than flie writ.* 

a. The Fair Jik ; or tke Amours of Prince Tar- 
quin and Miranda. This is likewife faid to be de^ 
rived froib a trtfe ffoiy, lo a great part of whidi ike 
tells fhe was an eye wknei^; and what She did notf 
foe, (he learned from feme of thei aAor» concerned 
in it, the Francifcans of Antwerp, wiiere the fceno 
is laid. 

^. TherNttta^ Of the perjured Beauty, a true no. 
tcl. • 

4* The Hiftory ti^ Agne» de Caibo. 

5. The Lover*8 Watdi ; or the Are of making 
love. It is taken ^m M. Bonnecourte^s le Mon- 
tftf or the WaCbb.. It la not propei^y a novel. A 
lady, under the name of Iris, being abfent £rom her 
lover Damon, is fuppofed to fend him a Watch, on 
^e dial plaid of whoeHrtlto whole bufii^efe of a lover, 
during Ihe twenty-fomr hburs, is marked out, ind 
pointed to by the dart of a Cupid in the middle.-* 
'* Thus eight o'clock is marked agreeablef to reverie ^ 
** nine o'CIock, deiign to pleafe no body; ten 
«• o'clockj reading of letters, &c." 
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To whicli is added, as from Dabum to his, a 
defcciptloa of tlje^ cf fe of d^T wa^cb* 

6.ThjeLadyV];.ookin|g-GWs, to diiefs themfelves 
by. Damon is Aippofed to {end Iris a lookiag-glafs, 
which reprefents to her all her chajrms, viz. her £ape» 
complexion, h^ir, 4^c, T^isi likewife, which is not 
properly ^ xy>Te^ ifs taken £raox tb« French. 

7. Tjie Lucky Miibke, a new novel. 

B, The Court of the King, of Ba^ntam. 

9. The Adventures of the Btack Lady. Tke rea- 
der will diftinguifl) the'originals from tranflations, 
by confulting the ad and 3d tomes of Recueil des 
pieces gallances, en profe ct en verfe. Paris 1684. 

We have obferved, that In the Englifli tranfladoii 
of Ovid's Epifties, the pvaphrafe bi G^none's Epi- - 
file to Paris is her's. In d^ic preface to that work 
Mr. Dryden pays her ,th^ handfome compliment. 
'• I was defiredfto £iy» ' tl](it the^ author^ who 
-** is of the hh kjt, nKkrdoo4not Lfttin ; k^t if 
V fhedoes afyr,. ^'la afraid (he ha^ given us occa- 
** iion to be aft^a^iSfGi ^ho»4a'* ' . , 



Part of this /ep^fle tf^i^e^l will afford 'a 
fpecimen of her wcrBl^^oti.^ 

Say lovely youth, .w^y.wbuldft thou, thus betray,* 
My eafy faith, and lead my heart away. 
J might fome humble ihepherd*s choice hi, re 

been, 
Had I not heard that tongue, t'lofc eyes not 

feen ; - - \ 

Anjd in fome homely cot, in low repofe, 
Liv*d undifturb'd, with broken vows and oaths ; 
All day by ihaded fprings iny flocks have kept, 
^nd in fome honeft arms, ^t night have flept. 
C 4 Then, 
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Then, un.upbraided with my wrongs thou^dft 

been. 
Safe in the jo]rs of the fi^r Grecian qoeen. 
What (burs do role the great ? no fooner you 
Became a prince, but yon were perjured too. 
Arc crowns and falflioods then confiftcnt things ? 
And moft they all be faithlefs who are Kings? 
The gods be praisM that I was hamble bom, 
Xv'n tho' it renders me my Paris' fcorn. 
. And I had rather this way wretched prove. 
Than be a queen, difhoneft in my Jove. 



Sir 
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Sir George Etherege, 

A Celebrated wit- in the reign of iDharles and 
James II. He is faid to kave been defcend- 
ed of an ancient family of Oxford'ihiie, and bom 
' about the year i6^s it is thought he had Tome 
part of his education at the nniverfity of Cam- 
bridge, but in his younger years he travelled into^ 
France, and confequently made no lone ftay at 
. the univeriity. Upon his return, he. For fome 
time, . ftudied the Municipal Law at one of the 
Inns of Court, in which, it feems, he made but 
. little progrefs, and like other m^n of fprightly 
genius, abandoned it ibr pleafnre, and *:the gayer 
accompHihments. 

In the year 1664 the town was obliged with his 
firft performance for the ftage^ eotitled the C.omi* 
cal Revenge, or Love in a Tub, the writing where- 
of broaght him acquainted, as he hin^elf inform- 
ed us, widithe earl of Dbrfety to whom it is by 
the author dedicated.. The fame of this j^lay, to- 
. gether with his cafy, unreferved converfation, and 
nappy addrefs, rendered him a favourite with 
die leading wits, fuch as the duke of Buckineham, 
i Sir Charics Sedley, the earl of Rochefter, Sir Car 
V Scroop. Being animated by this encouragement, in 
: 1668, he hrou|^t another -comedy upon the ftage- 
cntitled She Would if She Could ; which gained 
him no lefs/applaufe, and it was expeAed, that 
(^ by the continuance- of his iludies, ke would poUfh 
• ;•; '•:. C 5 . • '.. ;^ '/and 
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and enliven the theatrical tafte^ and be no lefs coir 
itant in fuch entertainments, than the moft afiida- 
oas of his cotemporaries, but he was tpp nmch 
addified to^ pleaTure, and being Impelled by .no 
neceffity, be negle&ed the ftare, iLod neter writ, 
*cill he was forced to it, by the importunity of hi$ 
friends. In. 1676, his laft comedy called the Man 
of Mod^9 or Sir Fppling Flutter, came on the 
ilagei with ike moft extravagant ^ocefs^i he waa 
then a fervant to the beautiful duchefs of York, 
of whom Ihydtn has tiii»;very fingnlar cocpreAon, 
' thdt he doef not thaaak, that a£ the geaeod le- 

* fuir<£iion» (he can be made to hask moiat thata- 

* mg than now.' & George dediicsttss das fkitf to 
his Royal Miftrefs, with the moft ooortfy^ tam% 
of complin^nt. In this play he ii laid to have 
drawn, or to nfe tkeiriodem caat, taken q§E^ fome 
of the cotemporar^r coxcombs ;, ami Mr. Xnydtn^p 
in. an Bpilogne to it, has eadeatoaredto remove 
the (iifpictOQfi of pet fooal fathre, and fays, that the 
charaAer of fkttcr is meant to ridicule nose, in 
particular, but the whole fiaterntty of fuMftedfegp^ 
the idolaters of new faihions. 

Has word! aie> 

Trae fops help nature^ work^ wad grtD.fc&oic^ 
To file and fiaifli: God Ahnigfa^Vfool:: < 

Yet none Sir Fopliag, kim, cs^hisi, can call, 
Ht*t Knight o'th? ^ire,. ahdjeeprefcntayonaU. 

But ^lis induftry, toavoadihtiaqNitatkn of per- 
gonal fatire, bnt ferred to kctg^itttLit^ and the taiain 
focn found onr erfginals to hie ^ckacaderK S&s 
Fopling waa faid tovbe .dMm fibr one Heiiti^ ta 
^eau of thofe times, . wkd, ie leems^ was )fiicksa 
creature as the poet ridicolfld^ hntiwha, ^tdaif$, 
Uie nM«y^ other coMOii^ .wonidiaeneciiiMibam 

xememr* 
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fememborej. bntferthis ciicuaifttiicc, which trtnf* 
mits hiB- memory to poAenty. 
' Thechara£berQfi)orimantwa9&9poifdtopepre<* 
fsat tht carl of Rochsiter«.whQ.WAi iocooftaat, fatch<^ 
kf>> and ooflatermincd in hisiaiacMirsi; Aud iris 
likewife faid, in the charad^er of Medl^^ that the 
poet has drawn out fpqite iktpch of himfeif* and 
{rom ^e. authority of Mr. ft>wmaiH who played 
Sir FopliAgt or ionic Other f »r| in this comedy* 
ii is laid» that the very Sh^maker in A&. I. was. 
alfo 9ioa»t for a. real porftm, who, hy his isipro* 
yideat comfes befora^ having bpeiiL «na>te to make 
m peefit b)r hia tr^de^ gi^iv afterwards* npon tha 
pabbc aiibhitton ei'him* ib iiMlaftrioiis and aptaUe» 
4kU ha dreiw a crowd. of the heft coftoner? to^ 
hii»» aad^ boGame a. ireiy thriving tvadefinan* 
Whefhar th^pc^ meaot to display thde chara^ers^ 
we can0fl«.no# dateraMQC» mitit i^ certain* the 
lawn's zMbi^g Aajn tp foias^ pari^f ular perfons*. 
was paying htm a very high compliment, and i£ 
it prpvedrno more* ii at kaft demnn^ritfod* % 
dofe imitatifHi of nuttimi, a bMttty which onnfti^ 
totes the greamft Mrf0a»an «f a onmic pooH 

Onr aathor* itieemst w.as.addi^U4 to foipegay ex* 
toMagwcest fach as gamingt and an uaUeen^ in** 
dol^ence in womein and wine, which brought (bm^ 
fmikA rcfleai0aa ^ptan km* ^Qildpri in h^ Livea 
•f tha Prama^ip Foets, %i, ..^I'Vp^ai viarfying d^ 
£9iai|ne*<he was toighied y the eie(aiafta<lcei 9nt are 
ihefe : Ha hadj £f hiagamng and eiE^my^ance,. 
fo.emharra^ed hii $gm^ 4iat he courted a rich 
watewia order 10 reirifve fhemi a bi»t fta being v\ 
amkiiiotta wo«un> would not eood'efcendt:) inarry 
himi wahfs h» etmii nv^^ her a U4ft which he; 
iKaa 'eijblig9d tc^ do> by the pnrc^afe of a knights 
hmd ; awlthii^awaart if^ a CpaMatfsy ^p\m Mh 
fisigfmi^^iv^^mnithf^^^ im 

whidi this mittch is. zefleded on» We hSure no ac.-- 
rP 6 . count:. 
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count of any ifiiie he had by this lady, bat fitmr 
the information of Mr. fiowoian we can £iy, that 
ke cohabited,, for foaie time, wkh thecelebrated 
Mrs. Barry the adlrefs, and had one daughter by 
her ; that he fettled 5 or 6000 1. on her, but that 
ihe died young. 

Prom the iame intclligeiice, it alfo appears* that 
Sir George was, in his perfon, a fiur *, flendcr». 
genteel man, bat fpoilcd his coontenamce with 
drinking, and other habits of intemperance. In hiS; 
deportment he was very afable and coorteotts, of a 
generous dHpofition, wUch, with his free, Uvdy, 
and natural vein of writing, acquired him die ce* 
aeral charaAer of gentle Geor^, and eafy Etfae- 
rege, inrefpefi of which qoalities, we often find 
him compared to Sir Charles Sedl^. His coart- 
ly and eafy behaviour fo recommended him to the 
Dttchefs of y^orky diat when on the acceffion of 
King James ll. ihe became Qu^en, ihe fent him 
amba&dor abroad, Gildon fays, to Hamburgh ; 
bat it is pretty evidenit, that he was in that reign 
a miniftcr at Ratisbon, at leaft, from the year 
1 636, to the time his majeily left this kingdom, if 
not later, bat it appears that he was there, by his 
own letters wrote from thence to the earl of Mid- 
dkton. 

After this laft comedy, we meet with no more 
he ever wrote for the ftagef however, there are 
preferved ibme letters of his in proie, pab*- 
lifhed amone a coUe^on of Familiar Letters, by 
John earl of RocKeiter ; two of which, fent to the 
duke of BockiDgham, have particular merit, both 
foi the archnefs of the turns, an^ the acatenefs of 
the obfervation<. He gives his lordihip a humorous 
defcription of fome Of the Germans, their exceifive 
drunkennefs ; their plodding ibpidity and ofieniive 
indelicaey ^ he complams t£it he has no compani* 

* Biogr. Brit* p. JS44. 
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on in diat part of the world, no Sir Charles Sed- 
leys, nor Backin^hams» and what is iftill worie» e* 
ven deprii^d ofthe happine(s of a mi&'efs, ftu*,* 
the women there, he fays, are fo coy, andfo nar-' 
rowly watched by their relations, that thei^ is no' 
poffibility of accompliihins an intiwte. He men« 
tions, however, one Monneor Hoi£an, who mar- 
ried a French lady, with whdm he was vcr/ 
great, and after tic calamitous accident of Mr. , 
Hoffinan*s beiae drowned, he'ple^&ntly deibibea 
the grief of me widow, and the methods he 
took of tenumng het femw, by an attempt, in 
which he focceeded. Thefe two lettiers difcover the 
true charader of Btherege, as well as. of tho 
noble nerfon to whom diey were feat, and 
mark tnem as great libertines, in fpecnktion as in 
prance. 

As for the other compofitions of oitr author, they 
con^ chiefljr of little airy foiinets, fmart Jatai* 
poons, and (mooth panegyrics. All that we have 
met with more than is here mendooed, of his 
writing in profe, is a (hort piece, entitled An Ac- 
coant of the Rejoicing at the Diet of Ratiibon, 
performed by Sir Oeor^ Sthereee« Kni^, refid- 
ing therefrom hu Majefty of Great Britain, up- 
im Occafion of the Birth of the Prince of Wales ; 
in . a Letter from himfelf, printed in the Savo^ 
t68B. When our author died, the writers of his 
life hare been vefy deficient; Gildon fays, that 
after the Revolution, he followed his. mafter into 
France, and died there, or very foon after his ar* 
. rival in England from thence. But there was a 
rmirt (fay the authors of the Biograph. Brit, 
which they received from an ingenious gentleman) 
^ that Sir George came to an untimely dead^ by 

* an unlttckyaccidenfrafr Ratifton, . for, . after hav* 
' ing treatM fome company with a liberal enter*- 
' isunmcnt at his hoofe there, when he had taken 

• " ?hia 
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• hk glafs«oo £reely» and, betif tlu-«iip^)i]» fgftu 
••oompbufance too. fbrwuM, in w.i^lif^ on Ui 

<,gaefts.at tbeir <lop«rtHl«i flu(b^«i^ JbC' whm^ ^. 
« tiunbleddown ftairn: ^aA bipolcchis «99:k, a^d 

• fi> fell a-' roartyi: to }^\hty and :ci vilify »' 

One of the^rlieftaf o^r autbor'»Ufier poesv^.. 
is'tkat addcdied to )iftF Gr^ce ike MMr^bip^efs of 
Nvwcaftle, after reading fcer poQmf, and a& it is 
cfteemcd a irccy elegant paneg^rric^ we. fliall ^iv» 
the coiidu£on of it as n fj^eimfo. 

• While :we» .yoor .pmfe; iiflllaaw^mg Wfe^^ 

hearfe, 

^ Pay diat giett duty in ovf .hii^nUe y^fe ; 

. Snch as mi^ jmfdy inDve-yonr angeiis no^w, • 
like Heaven forgiye tber», and ftc^^pK Himxt t^g^ 
But what we cannot, yoiir brave hero pays, 

• He fanilda t^urfe moaainenls we ftrivte^.to r^e ;. 
Sack as to aftecages ibaUim^M tcn^iyvAn 
Whiile heseoords yoier d«Mb)e^ .^|b ^> o^fn ; 

• .So^ when: aft arttftfeane rareb«^uty d,raw9> . 

Both ia.oQr wood«r tbfsrc* Md fm ^app^ufe. 
Hie MIX frott tmfi ic^asiis^ihe g|of lous dam«» . 
.Attdanakfis himfetf mmoHi^ in h^r fyj^. 

i ■ ' 

Beides hisSongi*: IMe p»nQ(yiKal Fofois a^^ 
tonaeta, ke wrate tm^ $(mm lagfHf^ft ^^ (^wyi»» 
eae^of the £uig^s;«|}ibefi«M*. %^g)> tjvere i^ j^pi 
aoeouBt home a qa^rrel hif^NsiiaA W^i^^ the^i 
the one is cailed M^idaca 2^elly'ft Q^«»piaijipiv ^ 
gMBing^ 

If SyQaTa g^ft]Dadri>If9e4y Ca^nin^ Ham 

Tbcodier iicilfed tli«iA4y <if Pl^tAllv, yfiik 

haes^' 

The 
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The life of Nelly truly ihewn. 

rfwenice, ^ le« wver»was-long; normutfh, o^- 
pofed to want. He feems to have poflefled a 
Iprightly genias^ to have had an excellent tarn for 
comedy, and very happy -in a courtly dialDgne. 
We have no proof of his being a fcholar, and 
was rather bom, than made a jpoet. He has n^t 
^fc^ped th^ ce^fure of "the criticsj for his works 
«Fe fo extremely' loofe andliteRtioas^ as to renier 
<til^m dan^r^^to young, nngaarded minds: inQ, 
•oil di« accotmt our witty author h,' indeed/ jttMf 
liable to the (Vrereft cenfure of the virtnotts, ana 
£ohtv part ^aiankind. 



WtUlAll 
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I [Willi AM Mo UNTFOR0. . 

THIS gentleman, who was very much dlAtn- 
SuHhea as a player, was born in the year 
16599 ont of what family we have no acconnt, 
farther than that thev were of Staflfbrdfhire ; the 
fxtracM^dinary tircni^ftances of Mr. Mountford*s 
(deaths have drawn more attention upon him, than 
he might otherwife have had ; and though he 
was not very coniiderable as a poet, yet he was 
of great eminence as an ador. Mr. Gibber, in his 
Apology for his own Life, has mentioned him with 
the greateft refped, and drawn his charaAer with 
ftrong touches of admiration. After having deline* 
ated the theatrical excellences of Kynafton, Sand- 
ford, &c. h^ thus fpeaks of Mountford. ' Of per- 
' fon he was tall, well made, fair, and of an agree- 

* able afped , his voice clear, full, and melodious ; 

* in tragedy he was the moft afFe^Ung lover with- 
< in tay memory; his addref&s had a refiftlefs 

* recommendation from the very tone of his voice^ 

* which gave his words fach foftnefs, that as Dry- 

* den lays, ' » 

— — * Like flakes of feathered fnow^ 
• They mehed as they felL 

^ All this he particularly verified in that fcene of 
« Alexander, where the hero throws himfelf at the 
' feet of Statira for pardon of his paft infidelities. 
^ There' we faw the greats the tender^ the peni- 

• tenty 
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.* tent, the dcfpairingi.thctr^nrpoitcd.^a'jli tfe a- 
^ miable, in die higheft perfddlibn. ' In coihfcdy he 

* gave thfe tmcft life to whktVe'caH ,tlie ilne 

* gentleman ; , his fpirit flrone the bHghter for bc- 

* ing poliihed by decency. ' In fcenes of gaiety he 

* never broke into the regard that was due to the 

* prefcnce of eqtt^; vr fuparior chara€ters, tho* 

* inferior aftors played' them ? he ftHed the ftage, 
•'not by»elbowing and otrffing^ ft before oth^s, 

* or difconcerting their ^6U6n, but by furpaffing 
Vthem in trae and mafterlf tooch^s of nature ; he 
' never laughed at his own jeft,- unlefs the point of 

* his raillery upon another required it; he had 

* a particular talent in giving life to bons mots 
« and repartees ; the wit of the poet fcemed al- 

* ways to come frdm,hiofi, extempore, and iUarp- 
' ened into teiorewhl^ftom his brilliant lAaicuierOf 

, * delivering its he had himfelf a good ihii^6^ df 
^ it, or w£it is equal to it, > fo lively a'pfeafa^t- 

* nefs of hamonr, that when ' either of thefe fell 

* into his hands upon the ftage, he wantoned with 
'* them to the higheilr delight of his auditors. The 

* agreeable wasfo jiatural 'to hini, that even in 

* that diffolute chafafter of tW' Rover, hcfeemed . 

* to wafli off the guilt from Vice, and gave it " 
' charms and merit; forthotigh it hia^ be a re-. 

* proach to the poet to draw iuch charaCUi's, ' not 

* only unpuniihed, but rewarded, the a6lor m^ ftill [ 

* be allowed his dae praife in his excellent jjer- ' 

* formance i and this w^ a diftinSioii which, 

* when this comedy was afted at Whitehall; Kiiig 

* William's Qaeen Mary wis: pleafed to make in 

* favour 6f Mountford, notwithltanding hfer difap- 

* probation of the play ; which was heightened , 

* by the confideration of its having been written . 
^* by a lady, viz. Mrs. Behn, from wnom mbit too-. 

* defty might have been expefted. 

*^ He had, befides all this, a variety in his ge- 

* nius, which few capital aftershave (hewn, or per- 

* haps have thought it any a'ddhion of their me-.' 

* • . • rtt 
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* Mf^ pQuld,at ojoce;. iiiiow off the inan.of (imfe» ^ 

* for %b^^ Brl{]c^ yaiiv riulcy U^eljr co^cQsnb» . the * 

* fklfe^ ilafliy ^etendex to wit, and the dupe of 

* his oyin fyfRojiwcy ; of this he gave a delighc- . 

* fill isfiance, ia the dUtader of Sparkiih, ia • 

* Wvchwicy's CoojQtcyr Wife. ; ia tha^ of Sir Coortr 

* }y,Nic(^ iv CjiQwn, his jexcel)eBce was fdSX gxeai* 

* ef;, t)iere:Ais vrnole loan^- voice* mei^ .ai^ g$^ • 
' ^rc» .was. ;io« lon^r, Kdoivitfbrd^ but another * 

* p^rCQiii thece,/t^ m&fid^ foft cLvilinr, th^ ele* ■ 
' jj^nt and iboiaal ^mictt, the drawlii% ddicacv of 

* vpicc^ the ftately flatneCi of Us addrefs, and the . 
' empty en|ii\enQp of his atutudes/were Co nicely . 
' obksrvedy. that had he ^lot been aa entire mafter . 

* of. K^at^e, had^ be not knpt hiA ^ndggieinty as it . 

* .were f.centias| upon ]>iinielL iiot.to ?uL^i; the . 
' .l^aj^'Ii^ei\ej(s>o£ ^uiat ho uiCbjf ta he,^ to enter ia- 
*yfi iaij/'pgjt'^^ hisi petf<? rnw cg» he. could not . 

* ;pqffib&. hay;4| ip cpihpleatly JSnffie4 it' 

fit. to ohferves, that iC Covf» yews . 

atti^Kthe oe^ of Monntford^ he himi^^f had any . 
fi)(^e(ftjh thidf partB»..he ackx^wkcLges the. advan* 
t^^f fi^^^* xef;eW^ askdilrong 

inwic^SQnfi ||onv Mo'ivxtfrrd*«^^ing.thwi?.* ' H<a4 » 
' ^be' b^n liexn^ (fayi^' be), when I firll at- 

* Htempted theni,^' noiy defe&s,wQnlihave beca more . 

* ^'eafi^ dlCcoyered, an4 conieqiiently my favanra- 
''ble reception in them muib Have been vefy. 

* much^ and Juflly abated. If it could be remem- « 

* ^bered> how much he had the advantage of me in > 
*' voice "wdpcrfo%. I, could not here be.fufge^ted 

* of an 'aff€Jfl(cd* mode^y, or. bvervaiulng his »- • 
VccIIence,:. ibr^e.fungacl^r^ cipant(Br-,t^nor>\and 
*'had.aipi^IodiQn§» warb'Ui^g throaty which could. 

**'not but fet off, the Laft fcene of Sir Courtly . 

* with' uncommon happinefs^ which I» alas ! could • 

* onlv ftruggle/throHgh, with the &iat exci^fo^ 
' andyeal^ponfidence of ! a fine finger, under dief 
'* impecfe^ion of a. feigiiiedr and {beaming treble, 

, '• -* ^ ■ "- " which. 
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* woold hare dontf,* Imd OiOire beenl xm^&favcoor-^ 

* able tome.' -.-'■■'■ 

Thi^ tf tke aniable rq»isreBtati<m wltick Mr. 
Gibber make* of his old fevosriter ^nd wbofii 
j«dgfliketit ift theatrical cxcdkAces. baa beem. tfWf 
m&ptttaA.. B«H tihir fiia&ed pcdbnner didaot 
live to it^ tka advaatages wbich would lwMi[ 
anftn from* the greac figure JM\/in«le upoBPthi^ 
ft^jte. . • •' ■ -... :. .. > -^ ■ 

RefeU iit.tha33d y^ar.of hiaagf» b]iitI]sh«Ml 
of an $JXuSEtn^ who oowardly aMiraoRBcb haa^ aiMl 
fi>3d front juftice. As we isiagiMe it will ttor M 
unpieafing, to the readfif to btt mode aoqottsc^ 
ed with ih« ttoftmaMisd dareiiaiftaades. xdaiiiig 
tet thiut afFair» we IhaH Jtare. anfert theov *s <iAie^ 
appear on. the trial of lend Mahan, mhm wih ar^ 
ta^i^d: foe ilwi mwrdcff, . asd aie^ftitteiki b^i iMt 
f eers. Lo^rd Mohtiit, It is weU kiiowB,; «iva& A 
mtn 4if loofe moi9la» a rancorovis iprk^ amif^ id 
ib<Mt» ydieftid nO'honotBr on his lidki. it ia mwm 
obferinirk>n». ..fhaft thr^«mpcr aoAdifpofitioitoi'tf 
IBBhft ma^ b« mutt; ascuatelx km>wi^.by. tbejaffrnf 
pfi«j he keflp9„ dwi bf «ny other somsolvreiida 
mg t\m hmatm hmrt : Jbird Mdbkia ^hadL'^oonsL 
traOed 9^.ptH ioitoatfjP') wMi eiie.cig^aiJiil& 
a man of K»nibk>ii^ inonto».^ ^. .^c^cafaike iifti} 
aad wa» fo fond of thds. follaw» whoid» it ^PMtf^ 
n^ure badw«fMkrfu% JMioeA. to. hei. a\c«t tiMO»ti 
that.he enterod into hia fcKcabesi $xA bocamd a paiU 
ty in '>r<Miotn)g. h^ «aaliqit»xwil ^pkifimes.^ > '; •< 
: ;Tbi9 murderof hsdl loii|p eiMitmcd t« paffibS 
for Mrs. JBiaef|pMlo» ib ^wdl j^iowa^ :as.iaii i«ca 
ceUent aaryeft^ mA. . wb»/ 4i^ i«lc imamj. ^fast$ 
a^» Aat it w0uld be.iipttrftvMls: lii igfM't 
partioflar aecoiifti of her; Us fnfton ivtt.TOi 
)eaed with difdala by Mrs^ ]trsi4qgixtil^ whi 
did not dwik /och » imit a? hh \jiwrth poAcfime 
Tte faPAtempt with which (he nfea captain 

HiU 
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Hill fired his .refentme&t; he valued himfelf fhr 
Wng a gentleman, and an officer in the army, 
and thought he had a right, at the firft onfer, 
to triiim]3L over the heaict of an aftrefs ; but in 
this he found himfelf miferably miftaken : Hill, 
who could not bear the contempt fhewn him by 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, conceived that her averfi^n muft 
fffoceed from having previoofly engaged her he^rt 
to fome more favoured lover ; and thoi^h Mr. 
Mountford was a married man, he bccanie jeai 
lout! of him, fn-obably, from no other reafon^ 
than the refpeA with which he obferved Mr. 
Mountford treat her» and their frequently playing 

aether in the fame fcene. Confirmed m this 
j>icion, he reiblved to be revenged on Mount- 
ibiA, and as .he could not poilefs 'Mrs. Brac^gir- 
dle by gentle means, he determined to have re* 
courfe. to- yiotence, and hired fome ruffians to af- 
fifthim in carrying her off. His chief accomplice 
in this^fcheme was lord Mohnn, to whom he 
communicated his intention, and who concurred 
witJihim in it. They appointed an evening for that 
pvrpofiB, hired a noinber of foidiers, and a coach, 
Wd went ito- the flayhonfe in order to find Mrs, 
Braoegirdle, bat me having no part in the play 
Vi that . iti|ght, did 4ibt come to the honfe. They 
then got int^igence that (he was gone with her 
IMtfaer to fup at one Mrs. ?age*s in Drury-Lane s 
thither th^^went^' andfixed their poft, in expeda- 
tion of Mrs. Bracegirdle's coming oat, when they 
intended to have eleecttted tl^ir fcheme againft her. 
She a^ laftcame ont, acooinpanied with her mother 
and Mr. Page : the two adventurers ' made a fign 
^ ift dieir hinod bravo's, who laid their hands on Mrs* 
Brace^rdk: bother mother,- who threw her arms 
lonnd her watft, preventing them from thrufting 
ller immediately into the c6ach, and Mr. Page 
saining time to call aififtance, dieir attempt was. 

fruftrated. 
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firoftratedy and Mrs^ Bracegirdle, her mother^ and 
Mr. Page/ were fafeiy conveyed to her own hcfsdt 
in Howard-ftreet in thie Strand. Lord Mohan and 
Hilly enraged at this dirappointmenty refolved> 
fince they were nnfocceisfal in one part of their dc- 
£gny they would yet attemOt aaodicr; and that 
night vowed revenge againft Mr. Monntford. 

They went to the £reet where Mr. Mountfoni 
lived, and there lay in wait for him : Old Mrs; 
Bracegirdle and another gentlewoman who had heard 
them vow revenge againft Mr. Mouncford, fent to 
liis hottie, to deure his wife to let him know hia 
clanger, and to warn him not to come home that 
night, bat unluckily no mefienger Mrs. Mpnntferd 
fent was able to find him : Captain Hill and lord 
Mohan paraded in the Greets with their fwordi 
drawn ; and when the watch made enquiry into the 
caafe of this, lord Mohan anfwered, that he was a 
peer of die realm, and dared tHem to touch 
him at their peril; the night-officers being in* 
timidated at. this threat, left them luunolefted, 
and went their roonds. Towards midnight Mr. 
Mduntford going home to his own houie was faluted 
in a very friendly manner, by lord Mohan ; and as 
his lorduip fejemed tocary no marks of refentment 
in his behavioor, he ufed the fireedom to aik him, 
hew .he came there at.thattimeof ai^ht? to which 
his lordfliip replied, by aiking if he had not heard 
^e affiur of the woman? Mouhtford aflced what 
woman? to which he anfwered Mrs. Bracegirdle';' 
I hope, fays he, my lord, you do not encourage Mr« 
Hill in his attempt upon Mrs. Bracegirdle;- which 
however is no concern of mine ; when he uttered thefe 
words. Hill, behind his back, gave him fome defpe- 
rate blows on his head, and before Mr. Mountford' 
had time to draw, and ftand on l^s defence, he bafe- , 
ly run him thro* the body, and niade his efcape ; thci 
alarm of murder being given, the conftable ieized 
lord Mohtt% who upon hearing that Hill had tf.' 

caped 
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ciiped cSipKfffiKlgceatiittiifaaioif/ and/aid die did 
fifttfiaxeif te-wrisJiaiigod foriiiin : Wl\eotlie .evu 
llffj^QM wcTiPiNiaBiinalBt.Hicks^SHHidlyObe Mh£eiii^ 
,ci;^t,. mh{n Attended Mr. MovaatfoBd, Xwore that 
Jkdr. Moiwtfocd dcdavcd to Jiim as a dying, manf, 
ito^ fl¥hilQ iht «was il^ilkiQg te lofd Mctlnim, JH^ 
firttck i\i», with hil left h^nd, aad jvith hu .r^bt 
jbandirua him tiu0*dtlicb(Klx> before he had^^c to 
dittar bis fword. 

. Ikw fell the nnfertan^te MQunt&ard hy ^ 
Ivmdjefaa'i&iBiiy without hayif^ gcnen himanjr 
fiipvMatiQn i faare cthat whkh hia.ownjeidenfy had 
ratfed, and which eoidd not xeafoaablyJM imppted 
toM(Mmtfi)rd4s airline. 

cLocd Mohan, asiwe haare.akeady obfenrad, was 
tried, andacqnitted by ids peers ; as it did not ap« 
{Mar, that he immediately affiled Hilly in peif^etnu 
ting the jnorder, >or that theyiiad conqnted it be* 
foDe>; for tho* they >wexe..hea|-d to.vooRr levenge 
agginft Mowitfoid» tjie Wiord anvftlier ssas never 
^bettidoiwd. It jfeems abivndsuitiy jclcar« that locd 
JMcAttn, jhoa^ever* if not^adtvey iwas yet aoceffiu-y t» 
fhemurtbers and had iib eiciine been hi^h area^ 
fon, halftheeiddeBce^whichiippearedagauift.hiin, 
might faaxe been faffioieet to xofb him his head. 
This nobleman himfelf was icilled at lalb in a duel 
itf idfc the idnke of HanilitQii '*• 

^f duke (hovr^ver it |Di|ht jbe ^proved ^ p^ity furacftions) 
was^ law iuitbetween tScfe noblcxneas .Ofi account .qfpa^t .of 
the earl cif Macclesfield^s eftate> whioh Mr, Sav/ige woulA 
have been heir to, hud not bit mother, to facilitate her de* 
<gaad diy«roe;fi»iiitfaAtca(L4iiith.the akafing jriew of haviag 
lier laiwe 4?rft?ne |eftQrM*to>er, fipd die no kfs p|«^i^ pio- 
ffeStof bciD|; freed /cQm|^,Vi;»(:onifor.tible hvAai^d.] declared 
unhappy Ravage to^be illegitimfite. ;»]^ natural (pa q? the t|ien 
c&rlRnren. 'Of fj^s^CtfUifrtfetic^wiU be iNc^aia. Ravage's * 
Lilt* 

.''•■'■■ *^* 
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Mr. Mountfordy befidet his extraordinary talents 
as an a£lor, is author of the following dramatic 

I . I'he Injured Lorers, or the Ambitions Father^ 
1^ Tragedy, aAed tft the Theatre-Royal i688» de- 
dicated to James ^a^Lof Axx^n, £w ;o the duke 
of Hamilton. 

* 2. The Sttccefsful Strangers, a TrM;t-Co(i|edx» 
a£led at dM I%6alfe4l0}rfi 1690 ; £drcate| to 
iord Wharton. Th^^lot ist^^alirom thp j»vil 
^Srothers, in Soamm's*I^ovds.' 

3. GfeeMWich4R«rk, 9. Comefdy^ a6ted at fUfi 
Theacie^03^ 1691 1 dedicated to Algernon earl 
4>f Eifex. 

BefideadMfe, he tamed ttie Life and I>eath of 
Dr. EanftasintaatFaree^ <¥MhtheHoraottrsof Hai> 
lequin and ScanunOiuSh f afted at the queen*s thea- 
tre in Dovfoe-Gaiden, and ref ived a^the Theatre in 
LincoWs-lnn^Fields 16^7. 

Mr. Mountf^ has written many Prologues aild 
Spil<)gats, l^tattered In Dryden's Mfftdlanies; ^nd 
iikewife fevvf sA Soi»s. He <leems to hare had a 
iprighdy gnsitis, vafSfctffoffed a pleafmg gaiety of 
'humour,*^— He -was Isilkd m^tiie year 1^2 ; and- 
^as buried in St« -Clement I>aoes. 
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Thomas Shadwell. 

THIS celebrated poet Jaureat was defended 
of a. very antsent tamily in Scafibrdfhire ; tke 
eldefl branch of which has enjoyed an efbite there 
of ^ve-hundred pounds per ann. He was bom 
about the year 1640* at Stanton-Hall in Norfolk, a 
feat of his father's, and educated at Caius College in 
Cambridge *•, where his father had been likewife 
bred ; and. then placed in the middle Temple^ to 
ftudy the law; where having fpent fome time* 
he travelled abroad. Upon bss return, home 
he became acquainted with the mod celebrat- 
ed perfons of wit, and diftiaguiihed ^luality, in 
that age ; which was fo much addided to poetry 
and polite literature, that it was nofr«afy for him» 
who had no doobt a native reHih for the £une ac* 
rompli(bments, to abftain from theie the fafliionable 
ftudies and amufements of thofe times. Hie applied 
himfelf chiefly to the dramatic kind of writing, in 
which he had confiderable fucCefs. At the revolution, 
Mr. Dry den, who had fo warmly efpoufedthe oppollte 
intereft, was difpo/fefTed of his place of Poet Laureat, 
and Mr, Shadwell fucceeded him in it, which em- 
ployment he jpoiTefied till his death. Mr. Shadwell 
has been illuftrious, for nothing fo much as the quarrel 
which fubfided between him and Dryden, who held 
him in the greateft contempt. We cannot difcover 
what was the csftife of Mr. Dryden's averfion to - 
Shadwell, or how this quarrel began, unlefs it was 

^ Ceaeral Dtdiointy, See the artide Shadwell. 

occafioned 
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occafionc.d ,tv die vacant Laurel being beftowed on * 
Mr. Shadweil : Bat it is certain, the former profe- 
cutcd his refentment feverely, and, in his Mac Fleck- 
noe, has tranfmitted his antagonif? to pofterity in no 
advantageous light, ft is the nature of Tatire to be 
biting, but it is not always its nature to be true : We 
cannot help thinking that Mr. Dryden has ti-eated 
Shadweil a little too unmej-cifully ; and has violated 
truth to make the fatire more pungent. He fays, in 
the piece abovementioned. 

Others to fome faint meaning make pretence, 
'But Shadweil never deviates into fenfe. 

Which is not ftridly true. There arc high' 
authorities in favour of many of his Comedies, and" 
the beft wits of the age gave their teftimony for. 
them *. They have in them fine {Iroked of humour, 
the charafters ^are often orig^inal, flrongly mark'd, 

, and well fuilained ; adc^ to this, that he had . 
the greateft expedition in writing imaginable^ and 
fometimes. produced- a. play in lefs than a month, 
^"hadwell, as it-appears from Rochefter's Seffion of the 
Poets, was a great favourite with Otway, and as they 
lived in intimacy together,^ it might pertaps be the 
occafion.Oif Dryden's exprefling fo jmibh contempt for 
Otway ; wMcli Ivis cooler judgment. coiild n'ever have 
diredcd him to'dd. ' ' . ' 

Mr. Shadweil died the 1 9th of December 1692, in 
the fifty -fecond year of his age, as we are informed 
by the infcription upon his monument in Weftminller ' 
Abbey ; tho' there maybefpme mift^ke in that date ; 
for it is faid in the title page of his fqheral fermon 
preached by Dr^ Nicholas 0rady, that, he was in- 
terred atX'heJfea, on the 24th of -November, that 

' year, lliis fermon" was publilhed 1693, in qdartb, 
and in it Dr. Brady tells us, * That our author was 
* a man of great honefty and integrity, an inviolable * 
Vov. III. N^. !!• , D 1 fide- 
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' fidelity and flridnefs in his word, an unalterable 
' friendJhip wherever he profeffed it, and however 

* the world may be miflaken in him, he had a much 

* deeper fenfe of religion than many who pretended 

* more to it. His natural and acquired abilities, con- 

* tinues the Dr. made him very amiable to all who 

* knew and conyerfed with him, a very few being 

* equal in the becoming qualities, which adorn, and 
^ fet off a complete gentleman ; his very enemies, 
' if he have now any left, will give him this cha- 

* rafter, at leaft if they knew him fo thoroughly as 

* I did. — His death feized Jiim fuddenly, but he 

* could not be unprepared, fince to my certain know- 

* ledge he never took a dofe of opium, but he fo- 

* lemnly recommended himfelf to God by prayer.' 

When fome perfons urged to the then lord cham- 
berlain, that there were authors who had better pre- 
"tenfions to the Laurel ; his lordfliip replied, * H^ 

* did not pretend to fay how great a poet Shadwell 

* might be, but was fure he was an honefl man.' 

Rcfide§ his dramatic works, he wrote feveral o- 
ther pieces of poetry ; the chief of which are his 
congratulatory poem on the Prince of Orange's com- 
ing to England ; another on queen Mary ; his tran- 
fTation of the loth Satire of Juvenal, &c- Shadwell 
in his Comedies imitated Ben Johnfon, and propo- 
fcd him as his model of excellence,- with what degree 
of fuccefs we fhall not take upon us to determine, 
but proceed to give an account of his plays. 

1, The Sullen Lovers,, or the Impertinent, a Co- 
medy ; afted at the duke's theatre, dedicated to 
William duke of Newcaftle : the dedication is dated 
September ill, 1668. 

2. The Humorift, a Comedy; afted by his royal 
highrefs's fcrvants, dedicated to Margaret duchefs 
ofNevycaftlc. 

3. The 
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5. The Royal Shepherdefs, a Txagi-Comcdy^ 
Afted bv the duke of York's fervants, printed at Loik 
don 1669, in quarto. This play was originally 
written by Mr. Fountain of DeTonflurey but altered 
tliroughout by Mr. Shadwell, 

4. The Virtuofo, a Comedy ; a£led at the duke's 
theatre, printed at London 1676, in quarto, dedi- 
cated to the duke of Newcaftle. . _ 

Mr. Langbaine obferVes, that nol)ody will deny 
this play its due applauie ; at leaft I know, fays he,- 
tliatthe univerfity of Oxford^ who may be allowed 
competent j^^g^^ of comedy, efpeciallj^ fiich cha- 
radlers as Sir Nicholas Gimcrack, and Sir Formal 
Trifle, applauded it. And as no man ever. under* 
took to difcover the frailties of fuch pretenders 
to this kind of knowledge before Mr, Shad well, 
fo none fince Johnfon's time, ever drew fo 
many difFerent cliaraders of humour^ and with 
fuch fuccefs. 

5 . Pyfchc, a Tragedy ; a£led at the duke's thea- 
tre, printed in London 1675 in 4to, and dedica- 
ted to the duke of Mpnmoiith. In the preface 
he teii us, that tliis play was written in £ve 
weeks, 

6. The Libertine, a Tragedy ; a£lcd by his 
roy^ highnefs's fervants, pnnted in London 1^76, 
in quarto, and dedicated to the duke of Newcaftle. 
In uie preface Mr. Shadwell oblcrves, that the ftory 
from which he took the hint of this play, is fa- 
mous all over Spain, Italy, and France. It was 
firil ofed in a Spanifh play, the Spaniards hav- 
ing a tradition of fuch a vicious Spaniard, as is 
reprefented m this play; from them the Italian 
comedians took it; the French borrowed it from' 
them, and four feverai plays have been made' 
upon the ftory. 

D t - ;• Epfom 
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• 7. Epfpin Welh, a comedy ; a6^ed at the duke> 
theatre ; printed at London 1 676, in 4to, and de- 
dicated tp the duke of Newcaftle. Mr, Lang- 
baine fays, that. this is fo diverting and Co true a 
comedy, that even fofeigners, who are not in ge- 
neral kind to the wit of our nation, have ex- . 
tremely commended it. 

, 8- The Hiftory of Timon of Athens the Man- 
hater ; adled at. the duke's theatre, printed at 
l^ondon J '67 8, in 4tQ. In the dedication to George 
duke of Buckingham he Obfcrves, that this play 
' was originally Shakefpear's, who never made, fays 
he,, more maflerly ftrokes than in this j yet I can 
truly fay, I have made it into a play. 

' 9. The Mifer, a. Comedy j adled at the thea- 
tre- royal, dedicated to the earl of Dorfet. In the 
preface out author obferves, he took the founda-^ 
tioiiof it from Moliere's L'Avare. 

!p. A true Widow, a Comedy ; ailed at the. 
duke's .theatre, printed in 1679, ^^ 4*^* dedicated, 
to Sir Charles Sidl6y. The prologue was writ- 
ten by ^/Ir. Dry den ; for at this time -they lived in 

friendfhip. 

II. The Lan^aflaire Witches, and Teague O Di-. 
vcUy, the Iriihprieft, a comedy j ^fted at Uie duke's 
theatre, printed at London 1682. Our author has. 
a loi^ preface to this play, in which he vin- 
dicates his piece from the charge of refle^ing upon 
the chiucli, ai^d the .facred order. He apologizes 
fpf the mgigical part, and obferves, that he had no 
1^9pes oF^ualing Shakefpear in his- ifancy, who 
cpe^ttd hie Witches fqr the moft part out of his 
imagination i in which faculty no mn ever excel- 
led 
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led him, and therefore, fays he, 1 r^folve to tajc-c 
mine from authority. 

12. The Woman Captam, a Comedy ; a£lcd by 
his royal highnefs's fervants. ^ 

13. The Squire of Alfatia, a Comedy; afted by 
his Majefty*s fervants, printed at London 1688, in 
^to. and dedicated to the earl of Dorfet and Nlid- 
dlefex. 

14. Bury-Fair, a Comedy ; afted by his Majef- 
ty*s fervants, printed at London 1689 in 4to. and 
dedicated to the earl of Dorfet. In the dedication 
he obfcrves, * That this play was written during 

* eight rtonths painful iicknefs, wherein all the fe- 

* veral days in which he was able to write any part 

* of a fcene amounted not to one month, except 

* fome few, which were employed in indifp^nfi- 

* ble bufmefs.' 

15. Amorous Bigot, with the fccond part of 
Teagiie 0*Divelly, a Comedy, aftcd by their Ma- 
jellies fervants, printed 1690 in 4to. dedicated to 
Charles earl of Shrewfbury. 

16. The Scowerers, a Comedy, afted by their 
Majefties fervants, and printed in 410. 1690. 

17. The Volunteers, or the Stock-jobbers, a 
Comedy, afted'by their Majefties fervants, dcdica^ 
ted to the Queen by Mrs. "Anne Shadwell, our au- 
thor's widow. ' . 

' In the epilogue the charaf^r of Mr. Shadwell, who 
was then dead, was given in the. following lines. 
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- Shadwell, the great ftrpport o^di^comic &sl^. 
Born to expofe the follies of the age. 
To whip pfevailing vices, and unite. 
Mirth with inftrudion, profit with delight f 
For Large ideas, and a fiovying pen, 
Firlt of our times, and fecond but to Ben ; 
Whofe mighty genius^ and difcerning mind. 
Traced all the vari: as humours of mankind^ 
Drefling them up, with fuch fuccefsful care 
That ev'ry fop found his own pidture there. 
And blulh'd icr ihanie, at the furprifing {kill. 
Which made his lov'd refemblance look fo ill, 
Shadweli who all his lines from nature drew» 
Copy'd her out, and kept her flill in view ; 
Who never funk in profe, nor foaj'd in verfc. 
So high as bombaft, or fo low as farce ; 
Who ne'er was brib'd by tide or eftate 
To fawn or flatter with the rich or great; 
. Ta let a gilded vic^ or folly pafs. 
But a;lways lafh'd the villain and the afs.-— « 
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Sir William Killegrew. 

TH E cldeft fon of Sir Robert Kinegrcw, Knt. 
chamberlain to the Qoeen, was born at the • 
Manor of Hanworth, near Hampton -Court, in the 
month 6f May, 160$. He became a gentlemaa 
commoner in St. John^s College in Midfammer term 
1622 ; where continuing about three years he tra- 
velled beyond feas, and after his return, was made 
governor of Pendennis caftle, and of Falmouth hi- 
ve n in' Cornwall, with command of the militia in 
ihe weft part of that county. After this he was tai- 
led to attend King Charles I. as one of the gentle- 
men uQi^Ts of his privy chamber ; in which employ- 
ment he continued till the breaking out of the great 
rebellion ; and had the command given him of one 
of the two great troops of horfe that guarded the 
King's perfon, during the whole courfe of the war 
between his Majefty and his Parliament. Our 
author was in attendance upon the King whea 
Che court refided at Oxford and was created 
dodor of the civil law* 1 642 ; * and upon tlie ruin 
oftheKine^s affairs, he fuiFered for bis attachment 
to him, and compounded with the republicans for 
)iis eftate. 

Upon the reftoration of King Charles II. he was 
the firft of his father's fervancs that he took, an/ 
notice of, and made him gendcman-ufher of fais. 
privy chamber : the fame place he enjoyed undjr 
the deceafed King. Upon Charles Ifd's mar^ 
riage -with Donna Catherina of Portugal, he was 
created his Majefty's firft vice chamberlam, in whicli 
tonourable ftation he continued twenty-lwo years. 

• Woo«i, Atbea. Oxoii. vol. a. 

D 4 His 
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His diaxnatic woxks SLtc^ 

1. Ormafdes, or Love and fricndfliip, a tx'agi- 
comedy. 

2. Piandora, or the Converts, a Cdmedfy* 

3. Siege of Urbin,;a Tragi-Coxnedy. 

4. Selindra^ a Tragi-Comedy. 

• All tht{t plays were -printed together in folio, 
Oxon 1666. There is another pUy afcribed to 
our author, called the Imperial Tragedy, printed 
in 1699 ; the chief part was taken out of a 
Latin play, and much altered by him for his own- 
diverfion ; tho' upon the importunity of his friends, 
he was prevailed upon to publifh it, but without his 
name. The plot is founded upon the hiftory'ot' 
Zeno, the 1 2th cqaperor of Cpnflajrtinople after Com- 
ftantine. Sir Wllham KiPegttw^s plays have bceh 
applauded* by men very eminent in poetfy, particu- 
cularly Mr. Waller, who addrcflcs a copy of verfe^ 
to him upon his altering Pandora from a trkgedf 
into a coAicdy, becaufe not approved on the ftage. 
Sir William has aHb a little* poem extant, 
which was fct to mofic; by Mr., Henry Lawcs, fk 
man in the hightft reputation of any of his pro- 
fcflipn in his time. Mr. Wood fays, thar aftei 
our author had retired frofti court in his declining' 
age, he wrote 

The Artlefs Midnight Thoughts of a Gentlemaft 
at Court ; who for many years built on fand, whic]^ 
every blaft of crofs fortune has defaced ; but now 
he has laid new foundations, on the rock of his 
falvation, &c. London 1684. It is dedicated to 
, King Charles IL and bcfides 233 thoughts in it, 
there are fome fmall pieces of poetry. 
' Midnight and Daily thoughts in verfe and profe, 
Lond. 1694, with commendatory verfes before it, 
by H. Briket. He died 1693, and was buried in 
Weftminfter Abbey. 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Howard. 



THIS gentleman was a younger fo*¥ of Tho- 
mas eart:l-©f Berklhire, by Eli«abetW his, wife, 
jonc of the daughters and coheirs of William lord 
Burghlej, and received his education at Magdalen- 
college, Oxford, under the tuition of Dr. E. Drope. 
During the civil wars, he fufFered with the reft of 
Jiis family, who maintained thek loyalty to the 
unfortunate King Charles I. Upon the reftv- 
ration, our autlior was made a knight, and wa^ 
chofen one of the burgefies for Stockbridge in 
Hamplhire, to ferve in the Parliament which be- 
gan at Weftminfter 8th of May i66i ; he was 
quickly pleferred to the place of iiuditor of the 
Exchequer, then worth iamethoufand pounds per 
annum, and was reckoned one of King Charles> 
. creatures, whom he advanced', tfn *dCGOunt of his 
■faithful fervices in cajoling the PaHiameiit for Mo- 
ney. ;. 

In the year 1679 ^® ^^^ ckofen burgiefs idr 
Caftle-rifing in Norfolk, to ferve in that Parlijiment 
which began at Weftminfter on thfe 1 7th of Ofto- 
.^er 1680. When the revolution was efFeded, and 
King Wi lliam afcended the thtone, he was elcded 
bttrgefs again for Caftle-rifing, to idt in-the Paiiia- 
xnent vyhich began the izd of January 168ft, wab 
made one of the privy countil, about the r6th of 
^February took the ufual baths, and commenced 
from that moment a violent perfijcutor of the Noo*. 
D 5 jurors. 
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jurors^ and difclaimed all manner of conversation 
and intercourfc with any of that charafter. He 
is faid to have been a man extremely pofitive, 
ttnd a pretender to a more gieneral underftandin|; 
than" he really pofTelled. Hisobilinacy and pride 
procured him many enemies, amongil whom the 
dnkt of Backingham was the firll ; who intended 
to haye expofed Sir Robert under the name of Bil- 
boa in the Rehearfal ; but the plague which ^en 
prevailed occaiioned the theatres to be (hut up, and ' 
the people of fafliion to quit the town. In this in- 

^ tervai he alterepL his reiolution, and levelled hh 
ridicule gt a much greater name, under chat of 
JBayes. 

Thomas Shadwell the poet, tho* a man of the 
fame priociple? with Sir Robert, concerning the 
revolution and ftate matters, was yet fo angry 
:with.- tlie kbight for his fupercilious domineering 
manner of behaving, that he points him out under 
the name of Sir Pofitive At All, one of his chA- 
radlers in the comedy called the Sullen Lovers, 
or the Iropertinents ; and -dmongfl the fame per 
Jons is the lady Vain, a Courtezan, which the 
-wits fihen nndpfftood to be the miftre'fs of Sir Ko- 

_ bert Howard, whom he afterwards thought pro- 
per t<y marry. 

. In February 1602, being then in the decline 
of life, he married one Mrs Dives, maid of ho- 
nour to the Queen. The merit of this author 
feems t© have been of a low rate, for very little 
is preferved concerning him, and none of his works 
are. now read 5 nor is he ever mentioned, but when 
that cijcumflance of t^e duke of Buckingham's in- 
tending to ridicule bim, is talked of. 

Had S»ir Robert been a man of any parts, he 
kad fuDivieiit advantages from ^ his birth and for- 
tune 10 hK^o made a figure, but the higheft notice 

xitich .IM 'C:aa claim in the republic of letters, 1$, 

•liiat he .YL9fi brother-in law to Dryden. 

His 
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His works are. 

Poems, containing a panegyric on the Xing, and 
fongs and Tonnets, Load. x66o, and a panegyric 
on general Monk. 

His plays are fix ^ in nomber, viz. 
^ I . The Blind Lady, a Comedy. 

2. The Committee, or the Faithful Irifhman, 
a Comedy, printed folio, London i66c. This co- 
medy is often. aAed, and the fuccefs of it chiefly de- 
pends oponthe part of Teague bc^ng well performed. 

^ 3. The Great Favourite, or.the Duke of Lerma, 
a Tragi-Comedy, afted at the theatre-royal 1668, 
This play was criiicifed by Mr. Drydcn. 

4. The Indian Queen, a Tragedy. 

5. Surprizal, a Tragi-comedy, aded at the thea^ 
♦re-royal, 1665. 

6. The Veftal Virgin ; or the Roman Ladies, a 
Tragedy, 1665. In his prologue to this play, Sir 
Robert has the following couplet, meant as^ an 
anfwer to Dryden*s animadveriions on the Duke 
of Lerma. 

This doth a wretched dearth of wit bt-tray. 
When things of kind on one another prey. 

He has written likewife. 

The Hiftory of the Reigns of Edward and Rich- 
ard 11. with Refiedions and Charaders on their 
chief minifters and favourites. As alfo a com pa - 
rifon between thefe princes Edward and Richard 
II. with Edward I. and Edward IIL London 



f rimed 1690. 
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A Letter to Mr. Samuel Jbhrifon, occafmncd 

by a fcarrilous pAmpblet, e&tided> Animadverfions 

' on Mr. Johnfon's Anfwer ta Jovian, in three Lettel-s 

to a country friend, Lond. 1692. At the end 

of this letter is reprinted the preface Before the 

hiilory of the r&igns of Edward and Richard II, 

before mentioned. 

« 

The Hiftory of Religion, Lond. 1694. 

The^ 4th book of Virgil traaflatcd into Englifli, 
•which contain^ the loves 6f Didt> and JBn€k^, 
1660. 

' Likewife P. Papinius Statius, his AchiHcs, \n 
£ve books ; to .each of which he has fubjoined 
Annotations. 
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RiGHARD FlECKNOK. 

fTl H I'B poet lived in the reign of King Charles 
§ II. and is more remarkabic for having 
gJvJh name to a fatire of Mr. Dryden's, than for 
all hts own works. He is faid to have been ori- 
ginally a j6fait, and to have had connexions in 
confequence thereof, with fucK perfons of diftinc- 
tion in London a*i were of the Roman Catholic 
perfuafion, Lan'gbaine fays, his acquaintance with 
the nobility was more than with the mufes, and he 
had a greater propenfity to rhiming, than gcnlirt 
tojpoetry. * . •• 

Tho' he wrote feveral plays, yet he never. corjld 
obtain the favour to have mbte than one of 
them aifted. 

- His dramatic works are : 

I. Dainoifelles a-Ia-motfe, st Comedy, printed 
^vo, Lond. 166/,' ahd addrelfcd to ihe dtike and 
dufchefs of NeWc^ftle; This cbntedy wks deffgn- 
ed by the author to have bteti' afted Tiy h?9 Ma- 
j€fty's fervants, which they thought proper howi 
ever to^ refafe, we know' not -fbr w^af reafdft.^— i 
The poet indeed ha? affigned one, whether tra$ 
or f^ue is intmaterial ,- but it liiay ftrre to (hew 
bi^ humour. ' :/•••/•..! .oxin - 

• For Yhc aAin^ this' comedy • (fays he) tliofS 

* -^'ho have the government of'tlie ftage^ hat'e* theiff 
^'Irtmioutt; and w6iild be intre-ated ; Sttd I hztt 

* mine, ifldVoti'trtrtrearth'ett; and -were all dta- 

* matic 
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* matic writers of my mind, they ihould wearth^r 

* old plays thread-bare, cr'c they ihould have any 
. ' new, till they better underftooa their own interefl, 

* and how to diftihgalfh between good and bad.* 
This anger of Mr. Flecknoe's at the players for 

refuting the piece, befu-s fome refemblance to that 
of Bayes, when the player^ went to dinner without 
his leave. * How ! are the players gone to dinner ? 

* If they are I will make them know what^t is to 

* injure a perfon who does them the honour to write 

* for them, and all that; a company of proud, con- 

* ceited, humorous, crofs-grain'd perfons, and all . 

* that ; ril make them the mod contemptible, def- 

* picable, inconfiderable perfons, and all that; 

* &c. Sec. &c. 

2. Ermina, or the chafle lady ; printed in octavo^ 
London-4665. 

3. Love''s Dominion; a dramatic piece, which 
the author fays, is full of excellent morality ; and i* 
written as a pattern of the reformed ftage, printed in 
o€lavo, London 1654, and dedicated to the lady 
Elizabeth Claypole. In this epilllc the author infi- 
nuates the ufe of plays, and begs her mediation to 
gain licenfe to aft them. 

4. Love's Kingdom* a Tragi-Comedy ; not as it 
was a^ed at the theatre in Lincoln^s-Inn ;• but as it 
was written and fince oorreded, printed in e6tavo, 

, London 1 664, and dedicated to his excellency Wil^ 
liam lord marquis of Newcaftle* This is no more 
than the former play a little altered, with a new 
title ; and after the king's return, it feems the poet 
obtained leave to have it aded, but it had the mis- 
fortune to be damned by the audience, which Mr. 
Flecknoe ftiles the people, and calls them judges 
without judgment, tor want of its being rightly re* 
presented to them ; he owns it wants much of the 
ornaments of the ftage> but that, he fays, by a lively 
imagination may be eafily fupplled. < To thefama 
* purpofe he fpeaks of his DamoifcUes a la Mode ; 

* That 
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* That together with the perfons reprcTcntcd, he had 

* let down the comedians he had defigned (hould re^ 

* prefent them ; that the reader might have half the 
f pleafure of feeing it adled, and a lively imagination 
' might have the pleafure of it all entire. 

5. The Marriage of Occanus and Britannia, a 
Mafque. 

Our author's other works confift of Epigrams and 
Enigmas. There is a book of his writing, called 
the Diarium, or the Journal ; divided into twelve 
jomadas, in burlefque verfe. 

Dryden, in two lines in his Mac Fleckttoe, 
gives the character of cor author's works. 

In profe andverfe wasown'd without difpute. 
Thro* all the realms of non(enfe abfoiute. 

We cannot be certain in what year Mr. Flecknoc 
died : Dryden's fatire had perhaps rendered him fo 
contemptible, that none gave themfelves the troi- 
ble to record any particulars of his life, or to rake 
any notice of his death. 
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•John Dryden, Efq; 

THIS illuftrious Poet was fon of Erafmus 
Dryden, of Tickerroiih in Northamptonihirc, 
and born at Aldvviiicle, near Oundle 1 631 *, he had 
his education in grammar learning, atWeftmlnfter- 
fchool, under the famous Dr. Bu(by, and was ffom 
thence elefted in 1650, a fcholar of Trinity-College 
in Cambridge. , • 

We have no account of any extraordinary indi- 
cations of genius given by this great poet, ^hile in 
his earlier days ; and he is one inftance how 
little regard is to be paid to the figure a boy 
makes at fchool : Mr. Dryden was turned of thirty 
before he introduced any play upon the ftage, and 
his firft, called the Wild Gallants, met with a very 
indifferent reception ; fo that if he had not been im- 
pelled by the force of genius and propenfion, he had 
never again attempted the flage : a circumflance 
which th^ lovers of dramatic poetry muft ever have 
regretted, as they Would in this cafe have been de- 
prived of one of the greatell ornaments that ever 
adorned the ^rofefTion. 

. The year before he left the univerfity, he wrote 
a poem on the death of iofd Haftings, a perform- 
ance,, fay fome of his critics, very unworthy of him- 
felf, and of the aHonifhing genius he afterwards 
difcovered. 

" •' ^ - ♦ Athen. Oxoiu 

That 
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Ttiat Mk-/Dfyd€n had actIiis:ti«eao£xQd'piiii* 
tvj^lee, either in religii»n or politics^ is ^abundandy 
-evtdenti from hh hteroic ftanza^s ofiiOHrer Cromwcf^ 
^ritfen tdter his funeral 1658; and iimnediately 
tipon the reftoratidn h& pubhfbed Aflnea Redux, a 
poem on the happy relloration of Charles the lid ; 
and the i^me year, hit Panegyric td the king on hia " 
cotsonoekm c In the fdmei^ of thefe piec^, a rq- 
«ba)rkable diftichhas «xpos'd Mr poet to the ridicale 

ofth^Witt. ; .: . I 

An horrid fttllnefs firft invades the ear, 
' Andfnthatfilencewetheteinpefthear. 

Whickitiiffi^ be^oWtFed k downright mfkiMt, 
«iid k ^afrMf6fek»n <i^ • turmr: Amonell othen 
'«apttfki ^Hd^ hM ridiculfti thi« MilndKr' kr tht 
following lines. ^ Mt^ NM9 fiWi'ti^tL 

Lailreat ^0 was b%f h l«ini*d a9)d Itold^ 
Was damnM lekig Tince for fil«nde Kbrfid : 
N«r had there b^ete fnch datt6r inadiey 
Bot tkAt-hk file*^e-did iftvade^ 
' InvadeJ' afe^ fo it-fti^, «iat^s dett-f 
But'what Adit in^aa« P' ^Att ^Ai- r 

Itt-i6f^'Ke adiffeffel.apocm to the ferd ^htfn- 
'Celldr Hyde, prHehted' on i^ew-yeitr'S-day ; and 
•the fame year pabljfhed a fatire on the Datch/ His 
next piece, was his Annus Mirabilis, orthe Year of 
Wonders , 1 66 »,- ^ an ' hiftorical pbem, wiiich'/cere- 
bl-hrcd the dttke.of Yprk's viaory over the Dutch. 
In the fame ' year Mi^.- Dryden fuoccedtd- «lr 
William Davtfnant as Pdet Laureat, and ^w4s 
^elfo m2:de hiftoriographter ' to his majefty ; atA 
that year publiChed his Effay on Dramatic Po- 
etry, addrcttcdtaChar?es-earl*bf Dorfetarid Middle- 
fex. Mr, Dryden tells his patron, that the wricing- 

• • this 
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this Effky, ferved as an amarement to him. in the 
country, when he was driven from town by the 
violence of the plague, which then raged in Lon* 
don ; and he diverted himfelf with thinking on the 
theatses, as lovers do by ruminating on their abfent 
miflreflfes : He there jullifies the method of writing 
plays in verfe, but confeiTes that he has quitted the 
practice, becaafe he found it troublefome and 
llow *. In. the preface we are informed tha^t 
the drift of this difcourfe was to vindicate the honour 
of the Englifh writers from the ceniure of thofe who 
unjuHIy prefer the French to them. Langbaine 
has injuriouily treated M;*. Dryden, on account of 
his dramatic performances/ and charges him as a 
licentious plagiary. The truth is, our author as a 
dramatift is lefs eminent than in any other fphere 
pf poetry ; but, with all his faults, he is even it that 
re(ped the mQ& eminent of his.tim^. 

The critics have remarked, that as to tragedy, he 
feldotid touches, the paffions, but deals rather in 
pompons language, poetical flights, and .defcrip* 
tions ; arfd too frequently makes his charaders 
fpeak better than they have occaiion, or ought to 
do, whei^ thdr fphere in -the drama is- conildered : 
And it is peculiar fo Dryden (fays- Mr. Addif^in) to 
make his perfonages, as wife, witty, elegant and 
ppHte as him^Blf. That he coidd not fo intimatiely 
a^ed the tender paffions, is certain, for we And no, 
play of his, in which we .are much difpofed to weep .; 
and we are fo often inchanted with beautiful defcrip - 
tions, and noble flights of fancy, that we forget the 
bufmefs of th^ play, and are only attentive to the 
poet, while the charaders fleep. Mr. Gildon ob- 
serves in his laws of poetry, that when it was re- 
commended to Mr. Dryden to turn his thoughts to 

* He might have added, *twas unnatural* 

a tran- 
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a tranfiatioA of Euripides, ndier than of Homer, 
he confeifed that he had no relifh for that poet, who 
was a great xnader of tragic fimpHcity. Mr. Gildon, 
further oBferves, as a confirthation that Dryden's 
tafte for tragedy was not of the genuine fort, that he 
conftandy expreffed great contempt for Otway, who 
» univerfally allowed to have fucceeded very hap- 
pily in a(Feding the tender paffions : Yet Mr. Dryden, 
hi his preface to the tranilation of M. Du Frefnoy, 
fpeaks more favourably of Otway ; and after men- 
tioning thefe inftances, Gildom afcribes this tafte in 
Dry den, to his having read many French Romances* 
The truth is, if a poet would afied the heart, 
he muft not exceed nature too much, nor colour 
too Jiigh ; diftrefsful circumlUaces, ihort fpeeches, 
and pathetic obiervationa never fail to. move in- 
-finitely beyond the higheft rant, or long declamations 
in tragedy : The fimplkity of the drama was 
Otway '8 peculiar excellence ; a living poet obferves^ 
that from Otway to our own timet. 

Prom bard to bard, the frigid caution crept. 
And declamation roar'd whil^paffion ilept. 

Mr. Dryden feems to be fen£b}e^ that he was not 
bom to write comedy ; for, fays he, * 1 want that 
* . gaiety of humour which is required in it ; my con-' 

* verfation is flow and dull, my humour faturnine 
', and referved. In fhort, I am noae of thofe who 

* endeavour to break jeils in company, and make- 

* repartees $ fo that thofe who decry my comedies, 
' do me no injury, except it be in point of profit : 

* Reputation in them is the lafl tiding to which I Ihali 

* pretend*.' 

This ingenuous confefiion of inability, one would 
imagine were fufiicient to filence the clamour of the 

* DefeQce, or the Eifay on Draupatic Toetry. 

• critics 






critics agakiftr Wr . T^r^va in that? pfti-tkirkr ; b#f, 
however true it tnay be, that I^rjrden did not ftlc- - 
C6ed to any degree in camedy, I (hall endeavour tfl^ 
ftippbrt myatfcrtion, that in tragedy, with all his 
faubs, h% is'ftill the moft excellent of his time. The 
• end of tragedy is to inftfuft'the mind, as well as 
mreve thepaffions 5 and where there are no 'fhining 
fentin^ents, the mind may be alfeded, bat hot im- 
proved.; and however prevalent the paffion of 
grief may be ovei» the heart of man, it is certaiii that 
he may feel didrefs in the acuteft maimer/ and not be 
jmich the wifer for it. The tragedies of Otway,- 
Lee and Southetw, are Jrrefiitibly moving, but they 
convey not fuch grand fentimehts, and their lan- 
guage 49 far from bising fo poetical as Dryden's i 
now,, if otie ^r&m^tic "poet writes to Jhove, and an-' 
other *c^ 'enchant aVd llriktift, as iirflferftion is of 
greater OMifeqttelAce ihiin btifrg agititcd, it follow** 
sattfMlly^ *btt^ the kftef is the mMt exoettetit writer/ 
and poifefTes the greateft geni««. - • 

But perhaps our poet wou?d have wrote better in 
both kiikjs xjf 'the drama, had not the neceffity of hi« 
circnm/lance^ i)bUg6d{MRFt0'C0m{>ly with- th« p<Jw- 
pular tafte. He himfelf, in his dedication .to t}ie 
Spanifi) Frydf, infindsates as much. * I remember, 
'•: fays be, f<5mfe verfes -df my. own' M^xiftiin and 
*- Almanzor, wh4ch cry vcngeanfce up6n me for thrir 
*' extravagance* All that 1 can faf for thofe paf- 
*• fages, which are I hope not many, is, that! knew 
*' they were bad wlien I wrote them.- But I repent of 

* them amoflgft my fins, and if kny of their fellows 
^ intrude by chance, into my prefetit writings; I' 

* dr^w ii v€il &V^ aH thefe Dalilahs of the theatre^* 

* and am refolved, I will fettle myfelf no repotatiaa 

* upon theapplaufe of fools. 'Tis not that I am mor- 

* tified to all ambitionr, but I fcorn a5 much to take 

* it fromhs^ witted judges, as I (hould to raife an 

* eflate by cheating of bubbles. Neither do I diC- 
*■ commend - the idltyftile in tragedy, which is na- 

» • turally 
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* t^rciUy^pompous: and; magnificent; but nothing is 
^ trndyfublimcithat is not juft and proper/ He fays 
m another place» .' that his Spaniih Fryar was gireii 

< to tiie people, andithat he newer wrote any thing 
^ kk tii^ dramatic way, to pleafe himfelfy bat his 
' All for Love.' 

In ^671 Mr. Dryden _ was publicly ridiculed on 
the llage, in the dake of Buckingham's comedy, 
called the Rchearfal, under the charader of Bays : 
This chaia£ier» wc are. informed, in the Key to the 
Rehearfal, v«as originally intended for Sir Robert 
Howard, under the name of Bilboa ; but the rcpre- 
fentation being put a ftop to, by the breaking out 
of the plague, in 1665'^ it was laid^ by for feveral 
years, and not exhibited on the ftage till tSy i , in 
which interval, Mri. Dryden being advanced to the* 
Laurel, the noble author changed the name of his 
pQQt, from EUboa to Bays, and made great altera- : 
tjons in his play, in order to ridicule feveraJdramatic 
performances, that appeared fiiv:e the firft writing 
it. Thofe of Mr.^ Drydeai, which fell under his 
giace's lad;, were the Wild Gallant, Tyrannic 
Love, the Cori^queft of Granada, Marriage A la- 
Mode, and Love in a Nunnery : Whatever was 
extravagant, or too wasmly eacprefled, or any way 
mu^aturAl, tiie author has ridiculed by parody. 

Mr. Dryden affc^ol tadefjpife the fatiro levellt d at • 
hiinr in the Riehearfal, as appears from his dedic2l- 
tion of the traniktion of Juvenal and PeHius, 
where fpeaking of the many lampoons, and libels - 
tW had been written, againil him, he fays, <I 

< .anfwered npt to the. Rchearfal, becadfe I knew 
^ the author fat to hifl»ffllf-when.he drew the pic- 
*.t«i«,.an4ilras'tho very Bays of hi$ own farce; 
* becaufe. .alfo; I fcsuew myboiiteras were- niiore con- ' 
f cemed thMLlwas is;djatfatire^ and laftly. Be- 

* caufe 






yo The Life of 

* caufe Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon, the main fiU 
' lars of ity were two fuch languHhing gentlemen 

* in their converfationy / that I could liken them 
' to nothing but their own relations, thofe noble 

* characters of men of wit and pleafure about 

* town.' 

In 1679 came out an EiTay on Satire, faid to be 
written jointly by Mr. Dry den and the earl of Mal- 
grave ; this piece, which was handed about in ma- 
nufcript, containing Reflexions on the Duchefs of 
Portfmouth, and the Earl of Rochefter ; who fuf- 
peAing, as Wood fays, Mr. Dryden to be the au- 
thor, hired three Tuffians to cudgel him in Wills*s 
^ofFee-houfe at eight o'clock at night. This- ihort 
anecdote, I think, cannot be told without indigna- 
tion. It proved Rochefter was a maliciou.s coward, 
and, like other cowards, cruel and infol en t ; bis fool 
was incapable of any thing that approached towards 
generofity, and when his fefentment was heated, 
h^ purfued revenge, and retained the moft lafUng 
hatred ; he had always entertained a prejudice, 
againfl Dryden, from no other motive than envy : 
Dryden's plays met with fuccefs, and this was 
enough to fire the refentment of Rochefter, who 
was naturally envious* In order to hurt the cha- 
ra£ler, and ihake the intereft of this noble poet, 
he recommended Crown, an obfcure man^ to write 
a Mafque for the court, which was Dryden 's pro- ■ 
vince, as poet-laureat, to perform. Crown in this 
fucceeded, but foon after, when his play called 
the Conqueft of Jerufalem met with fuch extra- 
vagant applaufe, Rochefter, jealous of his new 
favourite, not only abandoned him, but com- 
menced from that moment his enemy. 

The other perfon againil whom this fatire wasle- 
veiled, was not foperior in virtue to the former, and 
all the nation over, two better fubje^ for fatire 

could 



yGoos!: 



D R Y D E N. 7j 

CDold not have been foan49 than lord Rocheder, 
and the duchefs of Portfnioath. As for Rochefter, 
hp had not genius enough to enter the lilh with 
Dryden* fo he fell upon another method of revenge ; 
and meanly hired bravoes to aflanlt him. 

In 1680 came out a tranilation of Ovid's £pi- 
files. in Engliih verfe, - by feveral hand^ two of 
which were tranflated by Mr. Dryden, who alfo. 
wrote the preface, -hi the year following our au- 
thor publiihed Abfalom and Achitophel. It was 
ilk printed without his name, and is a fevere fatirc 
againft the contrivers and abettors of the oppoii- 
tion againft King Charles II. lo the fame year 
that Abfalom and Achitophel was publifhed, the 
Medal, a Satire, was likewifb given to the public. 
This piece is aimed againft fedition, and was 
occafioned by the ftriking of a medal, on account of 
the indidment againft the earl of Shaft/bury for 
high treafon being found ignoramus by the grand 
jury, at the Old Bailey, November 1681 : For 
which the Whig party made great rejoicings by 
ringing of bells, bonfires, &c, in all parts of Lon- 
don. The. poem is introduced with a very fati- 
rural epiftle to the Whigs, in which the author 
fays, * I have one favour to deiire you at parung, 

* that when you think of anfwering this poem, 

* you would employ the fame pens againft it» 

* who have combated with fo much fuccefs againft 

* Abfalom and Achitophel, for then you may af- 

* fure yourfclves of a dear viAory without the 
' leaft reply. Rail at me abundantly, and not 

* break a cuftom to do it with wit. By this me- 

* thod you wilt gain a confiderable point, which 
' is wholly to wave the anfwer of my arguments. 
*- If God has not bleiTed you with the talent of 

* rhiming, make ufe of my poor ftock and wel- 
' come; let yourverfes rnn upon my feet, and 

* for the utmoft refuge of notorious blockheads* 

* reduced to the laft extremity of fenfe, turn my 

* * own 
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*' own lines againft fhe^ and in utter d^pair of 
*• my own fatire, make me fatirize myfelf,' The 
whole poem is a ievere inve^ive a^iif ft the eari 
of Shaftfbury, who was uncle to that ear! who 
wrote the CharJuSeriftics. Mr. Elkanaii Settle wroce* 
an anfwer to this poem, entitled the Medal Re- 
verfed. However contemptible Settle was as a poet, 
yet fuch was the prevalence of parties ' at that 
time, that, for fome yeai*^, he ^ds^ Dryden^s rival 
ontheftage. In 1682 came out his Rcligio- ii/aici, 
or, a Layman's Faiti* ; this piece is iot?cQd«d as a . 
defencte of revealed religion, 'and the excellency: 
and authority of the fcriptures, as the oniy^ rule 
of faith and manners, againft Deifts, Papifts, and 
Prefbyteriahs. He , acquaints us In the preface, 
that it was written for an ingenious young gen- 
tleman, his friend ; upon Ms tranflation of Father 
Slmons's Critical Hiftory of thfe Old Teflament, 
and that the ftile of it was epiftolary . 

In 1684 be publiftied a tranflation of M. Maim- 
bourg's Hiftory of th^ League, in which he wa» 
employed by the command of King Charles II. 
on account of the plain parallel between the trpu. 
ties of France, and thofe of Great Britain. Upoa 
the death of Charles 11. he wrote his Threnodia 
AuguflJalis, a Poem^ facred to the happy memory 
of that Prince. Soon after the accefiion of Jaines 
II. our author turned Ronl an Catholic, and by 
this extraordinary ^ep* drew upon h«mfelf • abun- 
dance of ridicule from wits of the oppofite fadion i 
and in 1689 he wrote a Defence of the Papers, 
written by the late King of blefi^d memory, found 
in his ftrong box. Mr. Dryden,. in the above- 
mentioned piece, takes occaitoA>to vindicate the 
authority of the Catholic Church, in decreeing 
matters of faith,- upob:^hS8 pi^rtciplc, that the 
church 15 more vifiWe'thanihe fcriptures, becaufe 
the fcriptures are fcen by tto church, and to a* 

bufe 
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bafe tbe ftformsitioii ia^England, which he .affirms 
was 9TC&fid on the foundation of lii^f facrilege^ 
and ufurpation. Dr. Stillmgfleet ho-enpon an- 
fwered: jMr. Drydeii,. and treMjed hiln with fome 
feyeriQf* Another author, affifma* that Mr^ X^ry* 
den*s trad is very li|;ht, in fbmC' places ridi- 
calo\M(; andobfervesy' chat his; talent lay towards 
c^ntrQverfy no more in profe, than, by the Hind 
and* Panther, it appeared to do- in vcrfc. This 
poem .of the Hind and Panther is a dire6l defence 
of the Romi(h Church, in a dialogue between a 
Jiind» which reprefents the Church of Rome, * and 
a. Panther, which fupports-the character of the 
Church of England. The firft part of this poen\ 
coniifts moH in general charaders and narration, 
which, fays he, * I hare endeavoured to raife, and 

* «ve it the majeilic turn of heroic -poetry. The 

* ^cond being matter of difpute, and chiefly 

* concerning church authority, I was obliged to 
'^ make as plain and perfplcuous as poiftbly I could^ 
' yet. not wholly negledUog die numbers, though 

* I had not frequent occafion for the magiikigence 

* of vcrfe. The third, whidi has more* of the na- 

* ture of domeftic converfation, is, or ought to be, 

* more free and €uniliar than the two former. There 
^ are in it two epiibdes or fables, which are inter^^ 

* woven with the main deiign, £o that they are 
f properly parts of it, though they arc alfo d^ftind 

* ftories of themfelm. In both of thefe I have 
' made ufe of the common places of faetke^ whe- 

* ther true or falfe, whith are urged by the mem- 

* bers of the one chuzch againft the other.* 

I Mr. Dryden fpeaks of his own converiion in the 

foUowing terms ; :• 

But^ gradonsGod, how well dodthdu provide^ 
For. erring jttdgihcnts^ an itnerrhiggitide. 
Thy throne is darknefs, in th' abyfs of light, 
A blaze of glory that forbids th¥ llglit. 
Vol. III. NM a. E O teach 
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Q t«#«knl^\t<vb^lieie^thicv dins cancelled, ' 
And fearch oO fiirihcr tkuk thffdf revealed i 

. Whoni' itjiott Vaft pKomil'dfieycr to ^rfake I ' 

My th^wgfejtlc^s ^pikdHi waa winged wiA vaki de- ' 

. My oMnhQod^ toitgi .<fnii}ed hy 'waild'rifig<.firee^ ^ ' 
FoUow'4 ffti^e lights; and' when their gUtifpfe 

t was/gone*. 

My pride (ifttclf, out new fpaf kles of her own. 
Such was I»' fuch by> nai^ure ^11 1 am^ 
Be thine the -gl^ry, and be mine the (hame, • ' 
Goo4 lifei)^ 1O0W my taft> my doubtsaredbne^. 

This poem was attacked^by*Mr. Charles Monta- 
gue, afterwards Eai^of Hallifax, and Mr. Matthew 
Prior, who jouied in -Writing: the Hind and- Panther, 
tranfvcFfed to the Couiitry Monfe, and City Moufe, 
Lond. 167R, .4U). . Ijx the pre&oe to which, the 
author obfeiyes, <* that Mr. Dryde&*s poem natural- 

* ly falls in^o ridicoltv aod tliimsi this botflefqtxe, 
' nothing., 4^ irepfefi^iited monftrous .and umiatural^ 

* that is mjL equally fofiri the .briginai'.? They af^ 
terwards remark,- ^hat they have ihb ^am^ort nnde!i^ 
thefevcrity of Mr* Drydeo's ^faitil^^' tdfce-hiBfabiii* 
ties equally leiTcfned with his opinion *of them» and 
that he could, not^be a fit champion agninft^he Pan- 
ther till h^ h9^d4aid afisid 'his J ndgnient. 

Mr. Dryden is fuppoieii^lo harcf beeti en^ged in 
tranflating p/L: . Viarilja5!s fliftorycjof Herefiies,: Jbut to 
have droppi^ that d«fign. Thw wt i:ieaf n from a 
pailage in Burnet's reilexbns 6w the ninth book of 
the firft volume of M. Varillas's Hiflory, being a 
reply to his unrwen 

I (hall here give the pi6lure the Df« has .diizewn : 
of this nobb poet> Which i«»< Hl^b a /^uc. many* of 
the 'dodor's ^ihitr .<:harft^fs»t radier exbibkedrtd 

•Ori^aal P6eto8# 

plc^fe 
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pkafe Mmfclf than according to the true rcfcm- 

blance. , . ** 

The do^br fays; * I have " been ' informed froni 
,5nglandjjtha^ a gentleman who is famous jjoth 
for poetry, and Teveral otlier things,' has Tpeut 
three months in^tranilating Mr, Varillas's hiJIory*; 
but as foon as niy reflexions appeared, he cif- 
continued his labours, finding the cjredit of his 
aurHor being gone. Now if he thinks it is re- 
covered by, his anfwer, he will, perhaps, go On 
with his tranidation ; but this may be, for ought t 
know, as good an entertainment f^r him', as the 
converfation he has fet on foot between the Hinds 
and Panthers, and all the reft of the animats • 
for whom M. Varillas mayferve well enough, as 
an author ; and this hiHory and 'that po.'m are 
fuch extraordinary things of their kind, that it 
wi}J be but fuitable to fee the^authpr of the 
^wril poem become the tranflator of the worft 
hiftory, that the age has produced. Tf his grace 
apd his wit iippxove fo proportionably, we fhall 
hardly find, 'that \\^ has gained much by the 
change he Has made, from having "no rdigion, 
to ^hufe one o£^ the worft. It is true he had fome- 
what to (ink. from in matter of wit, 'but as for 
hi? morals, it is fcarce polfible fof Tiim to grow 
a worfe man' than he was. He has lately wreaked 
his malice on ine for fpoiling his tllree months la-^ 
boor ; but in it he has done me all the honour 
a man' can receive from' him, which' is to be 
railed at by him. If I had ill-nature enough 
to prompt me to wifli a very bad wifli for 
him, it (hould be that he would go and finifli 
his tranflation. By that, it will' appear whether 
the Englilh natipn, which is the moft compe- 
teut judge of this matter, has upon feeing thi$ 
debat^f pronounced in M. VarillasV favour or nie. 
It is triie, . Mr. Drydcn will fuffer a little by it i- 
biitr 9X liiSi it will ferve to keep' him in from 
£ 2 * other 
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> other extravagancies ; and if he gains little bo- 

* nour by this work, yet he cannot lofe ft 

* much by it, as he has done by his laft em- 

* ployment.' , 

SVhen the revolution was compfeated, Mr. Dry- 
den having turned Papiil, became difqualiiied 
for holding his place, and was accordingly 
dirpoileiTed of it ; and it was conferred on a man 
to whom he had a confirmed averfion ; in con- 
fcqucnce whereof he wrote a faiire againlt him, 
called Mac Irlecknoe, which is one of the fe- 
vereft and. bed written fatires in our language. 

Mr. Richard Flecknoe, the new laurcat, wirh 
wkofe name it is iufcribed, was a very indifi'erent 
poet of thofc times ; or rather as Mr- Dfydc'n cx- 
preHes it, and as we have already quoted in Fltck- 
iioe's life. 

In profe and verfe was oWn'd without difpute, 
7'hro' all the realms of nonfenfe abfolute. 

This poem fumiihed the . hint to Mr. Pope to 
"write his Dunciad; and it muil be owned the 
latter has been more happy in the execution of 
his defign, as having more leifure for the per- 
' formance j but in Jjryden*s Mac Flecknoe there 
are fom'e lines fo extremely pungent, that I am not 
quite certain if Pope has any where exceeded 
them,' . ' 

Jn the year wherein he \vas deprived of the 
Faureli he publilhed the life of St. Francis Xavier, 
tranllated from the French of father Dominic 
Bouchours. In 1693 came oqt a tfanflation of 
Juvenal and P^rfius j in which the firft, third, fixth, 
tcith, and fixteenth fatires of Juvenal, and Perti us 
en ire, were done by Mr. Drjrden, who pfeiixed a 
long and ingenious difi^urfe, by way of dedication, 
' to the eiirl of Dorfet. ^ In this addrefs our author 
tal 9^ occafioti a while to drop his reflexions on' 
- ' Juvenal i 



y Google 



DRY DEN. .77 

Jttvenal ; and to lay before his lordihip a plan for an 
ep c poem : he obferves, that his gcma? never 
much inclined htm to the ftage ; . and that he 
wrote for it rather from ncceflity than inclina- 
tion. He complains, that his circamftances arc 
-fach as not to fuffcr him to purfue the bent of 
his own genius, and then lays down a plan up- 
on which an epic poem might be. \vrittcn : to 
which, faj's he, J am more inclined. Whether the . 
plan propofed is faalty or no^ we are not at pre ' 
lent to confider ; one thing is certain, a man of 
Mf. Dryden's gbnius would have covered by the* 
rapidity oif fhe a^ion,. the art of the dcfign, an t 
the beauty 6f the poetry, what iver might h vj 
been defedive in the plan, and produced a. work 
which have been the boaft of the nation. 

We cannot help regretting on this occaiton, that 
Dryden's fortune was^ not eaiV enough \o enable 
hhn, with convenience and leifure, to -purfue k 
work that might have proved an honour to hini- 
felf, and refledted ' a portion thereof on all who 
i]^:onld hive appeared his encooragers on this occa- 
fton. ^ 

In 1605 Mr. Dryden publiflicd a trannatioii in 
profeof l5u Frefnoy's Art of Painting, with a pre- 
face containiiig- a parallel between painting and 
poetry. Mr, Pope has addreffed a copy of vcrfes to 
Mr. Jervas in praife of Dryden's tranflation. In 1 697 
his tranflation of Virgil's wcwks came out. This 
tranflation haspafled thro' ma«y editions, and of all 
the attempts which have been made to render Virgil 
imo Englith, The critics, I thinks have allowed' 
that Dryden * bed fucceeded : notwithllandtng as he 
liimifelf fays, when he began it, he was pa t the^ 
grand clima^eric ! fo little ihfluenceit fcems^a^e had^ 
#ver him>' that he retained his judgment and fire in 

♦ This waB written btfjrc Mr. Fodfley's cUtion of Virgil* 
ia ^o^l/h appealed* -l 
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SIlfofce,tothelaft. iMr. Pppe in his preface t^ 
omer fays, if* Dry den- had lived, to finifh what he 
began of j^onier, he (Mr. Pope) would not have 
attempted it after him, ' No more, fays he, than I 

• would his Virgil, bis vci'fion of whom* (not- ' 
withilanding fome ■ human error*) is the moft 

• nob^e and lpi"i?d tJfanflatio9. I know in any Ian- 

• guage.' ' . ^ 

Dr. Trap.chargcs Mr. J^rydei^ \yith grofsly. mif- 
taking his author's fenfe in ma^y places ;' with ad- 
ding or retrenching as hisjturn.is bdl fcrved with 
either j and with being leaA a tranflator where he 
inines moil as a poet; whereas it is a juft 
rule laid down by lord Roicon^imon^ithat.^ tj^anf-' 
lator in regard to his author Ihould 

*' Fall as hc.f^Usy a;^ as jierirc^ flfis'* . 

lyfr. Dryden, he tells, ub, frc<|aeAtly a^ Ac vc-. 
ry rever/e of this jxreccpt, of ^hich he produces 
fome inftances; ana remarks in general, A^t Ae 
firll fix bpok^ qf the ^neis, whic:h arc the bcft 
and moil perfedl in the original^ are the leafl ifo . 
in the trandation. Dr. Trap's ^remarks pi«y pQf- 
fibly be.tr^e ; but in. this he 'is an inftaftCie ^Ow 
eafy it is to difcover fanlts in o^he* )ne-Q> w^rks, 
and how diiHcult to avoid them in car own. 

Dr. Trap*s tranflation is clofe, .and conveys the 
author's meaning literally, fo cppfequepdy in^y be 
fitter for a fchooi-boy, but men of riper jadgmenti, 
and fuperior tafte, will hardly approve it ; 4? Dry«^ • 
denV is the moil fpirited: of any tranflation^ 
Trap's is th.©' .dullell that ever ws^s Written.; 
which. proves that ];ioifte but a good poet, is fit.tOv 
tranflate the works of a good po%t. 

Befides the original pieces and tr^fl^tigns bichertOb 
mentioned, Mr. Dryden wrote many others, publiih- 
c^in fix volumes of Miscellanies, And in other col- 
leAions. They cbniill of tranflation? from the Greek ' 

I* : ' and 
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•tod liitiii 'poets, f {nines vtb imral peHbns> }>rb- 

. k^iies^ and efiilogues'tofev^r9iipky6» elegies, e{9k- 

taphsy and fongs. . His laft work was his Fables, an* 

dent and modern, eranilalted mto^ verfe'from Hom^r, 

. Ovid, Bocc^ce, and Gfaaucen ^otfab work, whkh 

•is fcdiaps, onef of ^hisj iboft MftridEty is'prdRxcd '4)y 

. way* ; bf preface,- a drtdcalt accost! of the atithoi^, 

from whbm the fables areitrsadaiidd.. ; AmodgUhe 

original pieces, the Ode' to^c. Cecilia's day isftrfiliy 

: efteemed one of the jnoil devated m an^ khguage. 

Jt.is impoifible for a poet to. rea^d' this without>b«- 

ing idled with that fort of entbailAfm whith is pe- . 

collar to the tnfpired tribe,' mid which '.Drydtfn 

ilargefyifeitwhenliecoshpoM it* i 7^h»tava ot the 

'.verfeuisTiMoble,: thd tranAticHiiifns^riiiitlg, tEe Ian- 

.goage.aa^iifeatinieotsljail^ matnrcil, ^»xxa bei^tA- 

ted. We'eannot be. too iaviA in. praxfe '^f cbis 

,Ode: Jiad 'Drydeoitever wrote any thing. befidos, 

.bis name bad be«^n imtmmtal. Mr. Pope bast cbs 

i&llowing beaatifolliACsin its pTai^^*** 

if ear how Timothens vtmied lays farprl2^^ • - 
4nd bid aitemale paffions'fatl^nd riie f : 
Whiley ateadh'chftnge, fhefon of :Lybiati J<o\v^ 
Now bi^ns with glory; and>rb«n n»eltswiibilo\'e \_S 
Now hi* fierce eyes- with fpirkling fury glow ; - 
Now iighs Peal out, and t«ars begin to flow ; 
Perfiansand Greeks like turns of nature feund, 
And the, world's vidorllood fubdued by foiuid : 
The powfenof mufic all cur hearts allow ; ■ . * 
And what ^rimotheus was, is Dryden now« * 



< As to bur author's perfonniances in'proie', beiidds 
his Dedvcations and Prelkces, and cbntroverfial 
Writings, they confift of the Lives of Pktarc-h and 
Ltician, prefixed td the. Tranfiation of ihofe Au- 
thors, by fev^ral Hands; the Life of Polybius, 

^l?efof e the TranUation of* chat Wifto4an by Sir 

. - ' ' ' ■•' Effay on K^riMtia," ' • ♦*'.■- • 

£4 Henry 
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H«nry Sheerb, and the Ptefaice. to ihe Dialdgtte 
cpii<;crning Wosien, by William Walfii, Efquiit,; 
Before wc eive an account of the . dramatic 
works of Dryden, it Will be proper here to infert 
a Dory concerning bim, from the life of CbA- 

. grevcrby CharletWiifon clqwre, .which that fen* 
tlemaA i^ceiVed ^om the lady whom M^. DryvUrn 
celebrates by the name^of Corinna, of' whom ^t 
appears he was veiy ^ fond ; and who had the rela- r 
tion from lady Chudleigh. Drydca with all 
his underilanding was weak enough to be fond 6f 
Judicial Aibt)logy» and ufed to calculate the 
nativity .of > his children. When his lady was 
io bbboiir with his fon Charles, be being told it 
wfis dbcent to ivithdraw, laid hi$ watcb on the 
lable, begging onr of die ladies then prefent»< in 
a moil folemn masnet, to take txti€k notice of the 

. v£ry minute the child was bom, which (he did,. 

, acd acquainted him with it. About a week after, 
when his lady^as pretty well recovered, Mr. Drydea 
took occafion to tell her that he had been calcu- 
lating the child's nativity, andobferved, with g^ief, 
that he was bom in an evil hour» for Jupiter, 
VenCks, and the Xttn> were all under the earth, and 

. |he lord of his afcendant aifiided with a hadeful 
fqiiare of Mars, and Saturn. If he lives to aitive 
at his 8th year (fays he) ' he will go near to. die 

• a violent death on hi* very birtli-day, but if he 
' ihould efcape,, as I fee but fmall hopes, he will 

^. • in the 2 jd year be under the Very fame evil di- 
\ * rei^ion, and if he ihoold efcape that alfo, the 

• 33d or 34th year is, I fear'^— here he was in- 
terrupted by the immoderate grief of his lady, who 

. could no longer hear calamity prophecy 'd to befall 
h,er fon. The time' at laft came, and Auguft was 
the inaufpicious month in which young Dryden was 
to enter into the eighth year of his age. The court 
.beinff in progrefs, and.Mr. Dryden at Jeir\jre, ise 
was invited to the country fea([ of th^ earl of Berk- 

lhire> 
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fliire, Kis brotKer-in-iaw/to keep the. lohgyftcitioi: 
with him in Charlton in Wilts; his Jady was invited: 
fo her uncle Mordaunt's^ to paG tfaeanemaiader oft 
the fammcn When they came to divide the chil-j 
dnen, lady Eliz^bctih would have htm take John*,! 
and (xxffer her to take Charles ; but Mr. Dryden was 
too abfolute, and they parted in aincer ; he took 
Charles with him, .and file was obliged to be con-.* 
tent with John. When the fatal day came, the an^ 
xiety of the lady^s fpirits occaitoned fuch an eHer-; 
vefcence of blood, as threw her into fo violent a* 
fever, that her life .was dcfpaircd of, till aielter came^ 
from Mr. Dryden, reproving her forjiet womahiih. 
credulity, and affuring her, that her child was wci!,^ 
which recovered her fpirits, and in fix weeks after 
ihe received an ecclairci dement of the whole affiiir.; 
Mr. Dryden, either thro" fear of. being reckoned fu- 
perflitlous, or thinking it a fcience bene ith his iludy,. 
was extremely captious of letting any one know thac 
he was a dealer in Allrology ; therefore could not 
excufe his abfence, on hb fon's.atiniverfary, from a 
general hunting match lord BerkOiirc had made, tot 
>vhidh all the adjacent gentlemen were invited*' 
When he went out, he took care to fet tlie boy a^ 
double exerciie in the Latin toogae,. which he taught, 
his children himfelfj with.aftriA charge not ta.ilipi 
oat of.the room till his rettirn;- weU knowing thct' 
taik he liad fet him would take up longer time. 
Wharlcs was.performing hkdoty,. in obedience, tohiai. 
father, but as ill fate would have it, the ilag made to- ♦ 
wards the houfe ; and the noifc alarming the fervaotf ^. ' 
they haded oat to fee the fport. Oue of thWd took 
young Dryden by the hand, and led him out to fee it 
aH'ei, when juil as^hey oame to the gate, theilag.ber^ 
ing a^ bary with the dogs, made a boidp jfhandleaped 
Qver the court waU« which was very low, and very 
cjfi ; uld the dogs ffidlowing, threw down a pasct <o£ 
th^ wall ten yards in length, under which. Charles. 
■ E J . ' Drydea 
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Brydea ky tMi kd , . . He wat^ immediateljif diig piit# - 
andiaftcr fix weeks laDtgniihing in adangdroas vi Ay h^^ 
recovered ;:ib*Jal- Dry den's prediftitiai was fMtU. 
cd : Inthe twebty^hird year^rfhis age, Ghariesfellf 
from the tofp of an old tbwcr belonging to thp Vati-f 
can'atltome, occaiipnedbyafwimining in his head,, 
^th which he was feized, the heat of the day being 
cxceifive. He a^n recovexedt but was ever after iil 
a lahguifhine £ckly Hate. / In the thirty -^third year 
of his age, oeiRg returned to England, be was un- 
happily drowned at WindfcM*. He had wxOi another 
gentienuraifwam twice over the Thames^ butrre* ^ 
taming :a thiod titney it was fuppofed he was taken 
with tliecrainp,^ becaufe be called out for help, tho* 
too late. Thus the father's calculation proved but 
too prophetical* 

Mr. Drydtt died the £rft of May 1701, a(id 
was irterred in . Weilminfter-Abby. On the 
19th of April he had been . very bad with the 
gout, and eriiipelas in one leg ; but he was then 
ibmewhat recovered, and defigned to go abroad ; 
on the friday following he eat ' a partridge for 
hisfupper, and going to take a torn in the littr& 
garden behind his houfe in Gerard-flreet, he was 
feised with.a violent pain under the ball of the great 
tosi of his right foot ; that, unable to ibnd, he cried ' 
out for help, and was earned, in by his ftrvants» 
wh«n upon fendffng for furgeons, theyfodnd a fmall 
black fpot in the plate afleded ; he fubmitted tx> 
their prefent applications^ and when gone called 
his fon Charles to him, uiing diefe words. ' I know 
' this . black fpot is a mortification : I know alfo, 
'that it wiir.feize ray head, and that they will at- 
* tempt to cut'OfFmy leg ^- but I command vou my 
' . fon, by yoiir filial duty, that yoti do not uiffer me 
' to be difmembered :' A» he foretold^ the tvent 
proved* ^nd his fon war too diitifid todifebey hit' 
father's commands^ 

On 



igi^zed by VjOOQIC 



Oh AeWedriel5day moiWngMl^wiiig, hi breath- 
ed. his kft; umlar tkfc >tnoft frxcrttciating paifis^ 
ii^^the ^h* year of M^ age;: and left behkid 
iiun -thib lady Elizabeth^' his wife, and three fpns. 
' JJady Elizabeth furvwed him- eight years, foiir of 
which Stm was a lunatic ; being deprived af her 
' fenfes by ft aervous fcvw in iy*!>'4. 

}ohn, another of his Tons, died of a fhrer at 
Rpine^ and Chafl^s as has been obfecved, was 
' dtownad 'itt the'ThaineS; ^tKere ^ no . account 
whea, 09 at what j^atc Hahry his third fon died . ' ■ 
Chariest :Dk*ydl«n,- ^o ii(ras fome time ufher to 
pope Ckmei^t II. was' a young gentleman of a ve- 
ry promifinggenia^ ; and in the affair of his father'a 
^I^Asral^ wmch I ttm about to relate, (hewed him- 
lelf a ouui of Ipirit and refol'ution ♦. 

The ^ after Mi** 'I>ryde»*s death, Ac deaa 
«f Weftminfter fftftt yord 10 MK Dry den's .widow, 
that he ^^wukl make a'prefent of the ground, 
and all other Abia^-fees for the funeral : The 
lord H^ifax likKwHe fent to the ladv Elizahed)*,. 
. and to Mr. Charles Dryden> offering to defray the c^- 
pences of our poef s hineF^, and afterwards to be- 
&qW 500 1. 'Onra monument in the Abbey : whicU 
generoatf '<0«r was* aiccej^ted. Accordingly, t>n fan • 
da^' followi»g>. the companj^ being a^embied: the 
corpfe wtts 'put 'into a vdvct hearie^ kttendea by 
•cig^t^n^ 6ionni&igeoachfe».' WhenthevVerfe juft 
' teadytobti^/ l4rd Jeflferys, ibio!^ lord chiAcel&r 
JiSfvfM^ a name deditated to inlkmy, with fodie 
of his rakifli companions^' aiding by, afked^ots 
ft^neral k was ; and being toldf It was Mr- Orydbn^s ^ 
he ptfotefted he Ihoild »d«bet)o^ied'ra^haipriV^e 
: wati^dr^ tliatfhA^tXilildilAlelf^ "withthfc ia(dyj£li^ 
beth^iitoaircv hav^tMhd'ii!6iiro£thehaf:att^ apd 
><itettldlb«tkm<^tkoilWi»l p6^di^ i'ttv&nmeut la 

• .;.j :f -." • l5!fei9f'C6hgre»«, • *' ' '* 

E 6 tiie 
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the Abbey for him^ This put a fep to (hck ' pro- 
ceflloa i and the lord JcfFerySi wjth feveral of the 
gentlemen,, nho had alight«4 -fromctheu- coaches, 
went up' ilairs to tlie Jad):, tvho wa^: iick in bed. 
. His lordHiip repeated the purport of what, he had 
faid below; but the lady £lizabetb refuiing Ker 
confent, he fell on hfs knees, vowing never to rtfe 
, till his reqtieft was granted. The lady under a fui- 
den furprife fainted away, and lord.JefFery's pre- 
tending, to have obtained. her confent^ oi^ered the 
body to be carwed to.Mfi ituifel's an undertaker in 
Cheapfide, and to be left ^re, till further orders. 
la the. mean time rthe Abbey ,was lighted up, the 
grpund opened, the choir attending, and the oifhop 
waiting l)pna^ hour* to <h>. purpolc for thecorpfe. 
The liext day lyir. Chaifles JDfydep waited on. my 
Iprd.. Ha}j^j^xi and the » bij(hc|pa -■ and endeavoured 
to excufe, his niptb^r, by relating tte tnHh. 
*rhree days after jt:hc undertaker having /received no 
] Ojders^ waited on the ford Jefi^stys j wh9 pretended 
i.c^wai^a drmike^ frplic^ thatherfiliembem^otluDg 
of the matter, and he might do what h6 plcaied 
with t% body, ypon this, th^^ undertaker w.aijsed 
op the lady Eli^iabe^th, who defined a day*s refpite, 
3Khic.h was granted. Mr. Chaises I>xycien:imme- 
diateiy wrote to the lord JeiF^ry3«. >ybo •retttf ned for 
ifnfvver, that he Jkn^vv nothinA; i^f . ^ rjaMtt^, and 
would be troub][ed.no more dbo^jt.' Mn^Dry i^n 
< hereupon applied again tojhejord. li^alifiex; ;a«d 
Uv^ bifhop of Rochellec, . who abfolutely refufed to 
do . any thing in the afiaiir. , .... 

JTn this diitrefs^ .Dr. Garth, who had- been Mr. - 

prvdea^s iiitimate frie|ftitt- f<^((ftfr thecorpfeufo the 

; college of ^yf^c^^nsi jprpd^pr^i^feA^/libfwptioii ; . 

v"^hich fjicccf djiiig^ , f^^t ^c^.wteksi^tgt-Mx. 

; Uryden;;^ deipeafej,,©^^ 9t9^^tf9S^9»i^^ .K Ap 

latiB biration over the body, which was conveyed 

ffcm the college^ ai^e^d^d hyr % numerous train of 

coachoa 
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COftcfaes to W^AuiDftcr- Abbey; but in very -great 
^iforder. ' -At laft tlle>cih*]|ie ditived at the Abbey,^ 
which W4U ait Hiiligliti^ /No 5>rga« played-, no 
aiuheftilting j onlv C\Vo of tb^ iiiiging boys preced- 
ed the corpiVy 'who fang ftfi ode of Horace-, with 
eacii a fmall candle in their haiid. When the fune- 
ral was over, Mr* Charles Dryden fent a challenge 
to lord JefFerys, who refnitng to anfwcr it, he fent 
feveral others, and went often himfeif; but cohld' 
neiriier get a? ietter^dtlivered, todr admit^nce to^ 
fpeak to hinv> which fo iteeetrfed him, that finding- 
kislordihip re^afed to anCwer him like aeeAtletAan,- 
h^ refolvtfd to wat^h aA oppoitontty, and brav^ hiin' 
to fight, though with all the rules of honoor^ 
whioh.his.lordihip hearings quitted the town, and 
- Mr. Charles never had an opportunity to meet* 
him, though he ibught it to his death; With the' 
utihofl; appnctttion. ^ : ' ^ ^ 

: JMr. Dryden h^ no monument erected to hint 
Sot feueral years ; CO wfciell^r. Pope alluded in hi9^ 
epiuph intended for Mr« Rowe,-ifi'thi$ line. - -^ 

Beneath a rude and namelefs -done he lies. 

. Inia noDe upon which we are informed, that die 
«a»b ot£ Mrv Dryden wa& erected upoti this 4iint, by 
$hd&eld.duke of Bocksnghamv to which wafs origi- 
nally iateoded chi^ epikaph. ' 

. This Sheffield raifed.-^Tbe facred dull below, * 
Was Dryden once; .the reft who does not knowj 

:. . Whidk vns fince changed i^to- the plain tn4;^p<^ 
tion now upOa it, viz. 

^ ^''' \ ^'' J. D R.VDE N; ^/.';: ./ •• 

- ; ' '^/'^ N^tjJfi Aug. '9, 1631. .' .; i 

'/' r . :Mort»s Mail. 1. 1701. 
Johannes Sheffield, Dux Buckwghamienfis fecin 
'■ • The* 
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Th/e «]^alr^£^r: of ffiv* Pry^ea.. ]|»s Jbeevr, 
dra\vtt by ys^io^ .A^adsi fome Jngve 49ne. it in a 
fiLToarAble, 9che^ji iiv ^A oppcffi^e laAiiner. Tb« 
hiHiop of $9rttm initb^ ^iflory of hi^ own.t\me»p. 
fyyif t^at :the £iaiffix \ii%& d^ilci h^yond all cx^ 
am|>le. ' Dryden^ the great mailer of dramatic 

* poeay,, ^e|Qg.a mooter of .tmnfWKle^ and iin^ 
« purities of all forts/ ♦ The ktc lord Lanf- 
down took opon toffkUif jbp jvinditaCfe Mr. J>Tyden*s 
<^ara£ler from this ftfyere impiltatian ; whicb waa* 
aga^a.anfwfred».ai}d'Ap^gies for ^t^ ^y Mr. Burnet, 
t^e )>i(h|Ojp-« foo. : Bat &pt tp dwdl oo tfacfe cooilcoi- 
Kernes aJRO^i^ bi? cl^ur^^%er, let m bear whsAl/ir^ 
Congreve i^ys Inj^e dedication of Dfyden*s i^orka 
if> Uie dojcp Qf Ne^^c^^ : CongjrcYt knewbim in^ 
timateiyi and as be could bave no motive to de» 
eeiye tl\a w^rld ip diat pattkular; andbeinca 
man of untainted morals, none: caB txufpeik bii» 
%^^Qrityifa94 by bis apeonvt :wti fludl lee, that 
S^den was indeed M.^i^iaJble in private life, as a 
Man, as be w^9 iUuftriou) ia the ley/s of tbe poblis^ 
as a Poet. 

Mr. Dryden (&ys Congreve) * bad perfonat 
! qualities; u^ challenge lovc; and efteem Jhrom. all 
^'>vbpjK^ere tEii(y |u:quainied with him. ..HewaS' 
*,:of ^. Ratur^ exceeding b«mane arid coropaffidnatty 
' eafily forgiving tnjarie^, and.cs^pable of a. prompt 
' and iincere reconciliation with thofe who bad of- 
' fended biip.-^r-Hii friendAop, whore he proi^Ied 

* it, went n^uch beyond his pro&ifiQna.-o7^^A6 his. 
' reading bad been very extenfive, fo was he very 

* happx iia a i^f^cury* t Rnj waoiis of.every dung be 

, w . . .{•;./< ,t It " 
« In Millar* 8 edition of the bi(hop*8 work, we have the fol- 
lowing note a[(on thia pafla|^. * Thi^(iay» the editor) muft be * 
' anderftood of hi& performances for tl^^ ftage ; for at to hit 
' perfonal chara£^er^ there waf nothiflg, t^arkably viciout: 
< in it : but biapliyt afe, romtcfthoBi'thefulleftof obfceni* 

• had 
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/ ^fA u^i* :He .wa9 not more po&fleA rof Ic^ow-' 

* |e4gf9thai^b?wiis,cqnimanicaidLve0fk; batthea,' 
' his coQimuiVcatioii pf it,waa4>x no means pedati-' 
*- tic, or impofei upon tkc cohvecfa^on* nut jaft 

* fucb, iSi^d.w^jQt fg far, at by the natural turns pf 

* %\i^ difconrfe in whick he was engaged, it was 

* neceiTsuiIy prompted, or required, lie was ex* 
' tr^mely. ready and gentle in the corredkion of the' 
' errors of any writer, who thought fit to confule 

* hinif and full as ready and patient to admit of the 
*. ifepi^hei^tt of others in refped of his own over-' 
< fi^t or miilakes. He was of a very esSy, I may 

* fay, of very plea£ng accefs ; but fomething flow,' 
\ and a^ it were difioent in his advances to others. 

* He had fomething in his nature, that abhorred 

* intrufion in any fociety whatfoever; and indeed, it 

* is to be reg^retted, that he was rather l^ameable 
f on the other extreme. He was of lall men I ever 
' knie^y the inofl modeft, and the xnoft eafy to be 

* difcountenanced in his approaches, either -to his 

* fupejiors or his equals.- — As to his writings * 

* I may venture to fay in eeneral terms, that nc^ 
*. man hath written in our language fo much, and 

* fo various matter ; and in fo various manners fd 

* well. Another thing I may fay, was very pecur 

* liar to him, which is, that his p^rts did not de- 
V dine with his years, but that he was an improv*. 

* ing writer to the laft, even to near 70 yteis of 
^ age> ifsproving even in fire and imagination as 

* well as in judgment, witnefs his C^e on Sf. 

* C£x:3ia*s Day, and his fables, his lateft perform- 

* ances. |fe was equally excellent in verfe and 

* profe: His profe had aU the cleamefs imaginable?, 
.* without 'deviating' to the language or-di^on 

* of poetry, and I have heard' him frequently 

* own with pleafur^, that if he had any tfalent f(x 

* writii^ profe; it wks owing to His frequently havU 
« ing read the writings of the p^eat archbiAo|^ Til- 
l lotfon. In his poems^ hi$ diition is, wherever his 

t fiibjea 
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* fabjed rehires it, fo fublime and fo truly poeticiU 

* that it*s euence, fike that of pure gold cannot be 

* defrayed. I^akc his verfes, and ditrcft them of 
' thieir rhymes, disjoint them of their nutiibers, tranf- 
' poTe their expreflions, make what arrangement or 

'^*. difpofition you pleafe in his words ; yet ihall there 

* eternally be poetry, and fomething which will be 
V found incapable of being reduced to abfolut^ profe ; 

.' what hp has done in any one fptscies, or diftindt 

* kind of writing, woald have been fuiHcient to-hate 
^ aicquired him a very; great name. ' If he had ^Ht- 
' ten nothing buthfs Prefaces, or nothing but hil 

* Son^, or his Prologues, each of them wdold have 
' entitled him to the preference and dilHn^idn of 

* excelling in its kind/ 

Befides Mr. Dry den's num*ero«$ other perfottnan- 
ces, we ftpd him the author of twenty-fev^n dra- 
matic pieces, of whidtthe following is an account. . 

.1. The Wild Gallant, a Comedy, aacd at tW 
tiicatre-royal, and printed in 41^, Lond. 1699^. 

2. The Indian Emperor ; or the Conqueft of 
Mexico by the Spaniards, a6led with great ap- 
plaufe, and written in vcrfe. 

3." An Evening's Love ; or the Mock Aftrologer, 
a Comedy, a^fiedat the theatre* royal, andpnnt^ 
ed in 410. 167.1 « It is for.tbe mod: part taken from 
Corneille*s Feint Aftrolognc, Moliere*$ Depit Amo»> 
feux, and Precieux. Ridicules. 

.4. Marriage A-la-mode, a Comedy, aifled at the 
theatre -royal, and printed in 410. 167$, dedicated 
to the carl of Roche(l«r. 

. .5/ Amboyna> a Tragedy, afled at the theaire- 
^oyal, and printed ini4ta' 1.673. ^ ^^ dedicated to 
the Icyrd Clifford of Chudkigh. T^c pk>t of thii 
.play is chiefly fpanded in luftory,, giviog" an ac- 
.count of th<f cruelty of the Dutch towards our 
countiymen at Ameoyna, A. It i>6»8. 

6. Thft 
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'4. 'tki Ikifekek HdfhaBdj aCbihedy, i£lfe*fct tht 
thcatre-royaU and prints M4k>. -1675: Mr.-Lkng- 
baine tcHs us^ Mn Dryd&i was npt the author of 
this play, tho' it was* Hidoipted by him as^ an orphan, 
which mxglK well dcfcr^e the charky of •» fecnc lie 
bedowed oii 4^i ^r is in. the nature of k) w^ttoicdy , 
Or'farcef, and'wrict^ii ton tke flofodd of Placrturf's 
Meneechm^. • '•' '* •'•' ''■ - "-■/' ^ ■' •] '^ •^*-/' • 

7. Aurenge-zebc ; or-the^teat Mogul^^ai Tra- 
gedy, dedicated to the earl of Mulgrave, afted 
1676. The ftory is related Ht large in Tftverner's 
voyages to the Ind%e«, vol.- i. part 2. Thi6 play. 
18 'Written in heroic verfe. 

8 . The Tempeft i 4k the inchinted l(kni, ft Co^ 
xnedy, acled at the duke of York's theatre, and 
printed Ifl 4to. 16^6; -' This is only; an altef^tio^ V>f 
Shatefpear*8 Trmpeft, by Sir Wittrnm^ Dave«4n« 
and Dryden. The' new diaraaerii ifk At WKi 
chieHy che> inreadonand writing of-^ir^WflKaiis/ 
as acknowledged by Mr. Dr^den in his preface. 

9. feugned innocence; or Sir Martin A^r-sill, 
a Comedy, adled at the duke of York's theatrt, and 
printed in 4to. 1678. The foundation of this is 
originally French,) the ^reat«iirjpafr of thei plot and 
ibme of the language oeibgcsKca from ^MoiltreV: 
EteurdK* * :••:'' 

10. The Aflignation; or Love inaNannery, a Co-' 
medy, aded at the the9etre-royal,«iMl printed iu' 410* 
1678, ^dirt(rGd to Sir Charles Sedley. Thi$ play, 
Mr. Langiiain telk.tts, wsU dAoMied on tfaevftaige;'oi* > 
as the author expreffesMt in the epiftle dedica^to^y*' 
fucceeded ill in the reprefentation ; but whether 
the fhiilt was in "the play itfelf, or in the Itiiftenefs of 
theadlioB, or in the juiaibcrs of its eneauesy who 
came zefolved to daimt.it for the title, .he will not 
pretend an^n mote^han ^he authot €0 determine.* 

1 1 . The^State of Ikinoceiice > or the Fisili of Man, -■ 
an Opera,, written in heroic vtsrfe, and pfdnteditt- 
4to. 1678. itiidcdkated^toiiarroy^l^ghi^effithoi^ 

duchefs 
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lQwiiigcxty?yaig5ferjt.cQ|njiii^PiQ,c. J ;;..., 

.'. Ypur. periqn is lb admirala^ley that it ^canfoarc^- 

* .xec^ye. apxi addition when it {h4ll ,be glorified i 
\aftd jfpiir fpui v^hicl^k jhines Jthro' ifetfode it of. 

* pleafcd to pafs an age within it, and jCQ b^ cojd- 

* fined. tjr fi»ch>.paJa<j^.'r ; .'* t./. 

To . t)iis p^ece i$ prefijEed ,an apology for heroic 
T9Syyx .^^ ppejifi licpnpe.. The . fubje^ is taken 
From Milton's Paradife jLoftj, 9f which it- mull be 
actoQwte4tf?J.>i^ii8{»ipo0r^H4tatiQtt,,/ . 

'; J ?. .TJl§iC<WWl^rtl)Qf Gr^ad^'}^! thft 5ptitti«rdl^ 
If tAJVAriR4rt?jf<WP//rf^i^p0fidiWjr iaftcd . at tb» 
tlNWe-rPy^i »«tf}jp«j«!?dvi678* frhefe-twopkys 
wdlrticftt^ttQithft dak^^ftYorkj widiwerereceiv- 
efl,<^n ibf ftfgq svith.gK*t Applanfe, . The. A>ry. U. 
t9 be jfouAd in Mariai^a'^ h&iory .<tf Spain, B. 25. 
cl»p.v*-»t-;. /, ... i. >.-•....' . 

: TM&ipl^y^ais.iivrtttan ifi«Uin4^ > To the firft ia 
pr^ednti flffiiy qa W^ic.^ay^ .smd:to;lib*eifecimd 

an elTay on the dramatic poetry of tne laft age. 

.t|.. AU for Love, fur .the World wtU Loil, a 
Tragedy, .aded at .thr^tbeatTe-royal, and printed 
iil( quarto, it6fr6. .It is 4fidi<;abed.to the cauA tif 
I^anby,. . * - ' 

■ : . . ^.:. i {.'■•' ,■ ■ ' ' ' 

\ This is :thc ixnly play of Mr. JE>ryden!« which 
h^ fay^ ever pleafed hisifelf ; and lie tells us, 
rhat he prefers the fcene between Anthony and 
Ventidius in ithe..ficft ad^ .to aa^ tking he had- 
written in this Jcind. It is full of £ne.fentimentSy. 
and.the mpil poQtacal -and beautiful defcriptions of 
any of his pil^rtc*. the defcriptioa of Cleopatsa ittr 

<•• '.r»; h(^ 
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her bai^, exceeds any thing , in. )p^^ti7t.-ex<:qpt 

Shakel'pear's, and Jus own ^t. Cecilu. i . ; . 

1 4. . Tyrannic Lot« ; or tbe Royal Mart}^r> a 
Tragedy, aded at the theaUe-royal 1679. ^^ ^ 
written in rhime, and dedicated to the dake of 

1 9. Troiliis and Creflida ;f or TratKfQand.toalate 1 

a>'TTage(]y, a^ed at the duke\ theatre^: and printed 

-in 4^0. 16.79. : It is dedicated. .to ithe ear) .ai* Sun- 

dt^rland, and has ' a .'preface pre^xed .concerning 

-^grounds ^f M&iticifm^ jn tra^dy. This play -was 

originally Shakefpear's, and revifed, and altered 

, by Mr. Dryden^ who added feveral new {ccncs.— 

i'he plot taken from Cbaqcer's TroUos .and >Credf- 

- Mi, ^tvhi(ih tivat poet tranflated iro/n the! original 

«ftor5^^wrififcn«ia llaain vcrfe^ t^ iboUius^ aLon^- 

bard. ... .'-1 

^'^M^fi'i^utni^e^^f^r the^MsMett(fy^^ a*Tra- 

^Q<un«dy^ aa^adthetheatve-rdyil, Bij9iiip(rint«l 

in 4to, 1697. The feriouspart of the piotislfonnd* 

led on tEe hiftory of jQleoia^liiiey Queen of Corinth. 

^ i e. Tthe RifaL I;:^dies» a TragiXomedy^: aAcd 

at^et]ieatre-rpyaL(679:i it is dedicated to the earl 

;oir^Orrefy. ^^her'deiiioacioii lar in ^jenatnseof a 

' p^aoe> i in 4efenc< of Enj^lifh verfo dr dbime. < 

' 19. :T]l« *KApd ^eep^r^ T^r'Mv. Ximbeirham, a 

CotiHedy,' a^ed aif^tl^fti dukeV theatre, primed in 

'4to.V6'8o. It rs dedicated to- John^ lord Vaughao. 

Mr. Lkkigbaiil (ays,' it fa much ex{X>fed the;keep- 

ei^ j(bo'Bt tou^H ^^^ ^1 tbe^old letclteii. wtre up m 

ai'ms ifgaihft it, ^and ^amntfd^it the diil-d fiig)it. 

«d. The Sjpirtifli Fryar< br the Ddkible Difcov^e- 
ry, a Tragi Cdpiedyr a^cdj at the duke's theatre, 
and printed i694.-< Jt ^is <d^ica(Jid -tb John lord 
Haughton. This is one of Mr. Dryden's beft play%, 
and ftiil keeps poil&fBon bf ij^e ftage. It is faid, 
that he was afterwards fo mnch concerned for 
having ridicuW the chara^ler of the Fryar, that 
it inafpaired his ^health t what^'efFe^ bigotfiyf *^r flMt 
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kifl«enc< of prieftSy miglit hare on htm, on this oc. 
caiion, we leave others to determine. . 

ti. DukeofGutfe, « Tragedy, aded i68».. It 
was written by Dryden and Lee, and de- 
dicated to Hyde carl of Aochefier. This play gave 
great offence to the Whigs, and engaged ieveral 

• writers for and againft it. 

' 22. Albion and AlbaniuSy . an Opera, performed 
at the Queen's theatre in Doriet-Gsirdens, and print* 
ed in folio 1685. The fabjea of. it is wholly alle- 
gorical, < and intended to expofe my lord Shaftfbuffy 
and his party. 

23. Don Sebaftian King of Portngal, a Tragedy, 
afted 1690, dedicated to the earl of Xeicefher, . 

24. Kong Arthur ; or the firitilh worthy, a Tril* 
cdvy a£led 1601, dedicated to ihe marqais ol 
lallifax. 

ft5^ Ampkytribn; br> the IwfOt Sod as^ A Comedy, 
'«£l«d-i69i,,tted}casedto Str.Lcvcfon Gowcr> taken 
-irom Plaiitlie and Moliere. 

26.- Cleomen^s, the Spartan Hero, a Tragedy, 
'. airbed ,at the theatre-royal, and printed in 4tO: 1 692, 
' dedicated : to the earl of Rocheller.{ There if m- 
^irtodtoit the,Lifeof Clecmenes, traoflated fi^mriu* * 

tarckby Mr. Creech. This play was bA pi>pkibit«d 
rby the lord Chamb^laifv ihv$ vpon ficsuninatson 
: being found bnocent of>Sii^ defign to fatirize the 

governmcDt^.it was fnfTer^Ito be reprefented, and 

• had ereat fuccefa. In the preface, the author tells 
;us, that a f*roli(h obje^onihad been j^aifed againft 

him by the fparks, {qx Cbso9)^ne$ not accepting 
the fairours ot Cai&ndra. * /fkey^ (fays he) wpuld 
Vnot have rcfufed % fiur lad/ ; J grant they iM^oold 
M not, bfit let them Igrant.m^, thatihey are no h«- 

' 27. Love Triumphant; or Nature will prevail, a 
Tragicomedy, afUd 1694. It is dedicated to the 
earl of Shaftibury, and. is thelaft Mr. Dryden wrote. 
Mi : intended . for. the . theatre. ^I.t m^. with but 
.. " indiiFcrent 
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indifferent focceis, tho* ia maay jparts thef genius of 
that great man breaks oac, efpeciaU/ in the diicd- 
very of Alphonfo's fuccefsfal lov^e^ and in the ca« 
taftrophe, which is extremely e£Fe^ing. . 

InObitum JOHAN. DRYDENI. 
poetarum Anglorum facile principijk 

Pindarus Anglomm magniu, cujofque (enile^a 
Ornavit naper fipontem Parnifiia laorus, 
Sive cothurnatam molitur. mu(a laborem; 
Sive levem.hidit focc^m, feu grande Maronis 
Im mortal] s epos tentat, i£u carmine piogit 
Mordaci mores hominum, nunc occidit, eheu ! 
Occidit, atque tulit fecum Permeffidos undas ; 
£t fontem cxhaufit totam I^rydenius Heros. 

Hea ! miferande fenex I jam frigida tempota 

circum 
Marcefiit laurus, mufx, mxfliilima turba ! 
iJircumllant, largoquc humeftant imbre cadaver j / 
SlielFeildam video, in lacrymis muUoque dolore 
Formofamy setatis Flaccum, vatiCgue patronum ; 
Te Montacute,te, cujus mufa triumpho3 
Carmine Boynaeos cecinit, roagnumquc Wil- 
' .helmum ^ . . . ' .,*.-..' 
iEternayit, et olini Boynam» ignobile flumen ; 
Teque» O ! et legum et x^io&ru^i •gloria !- et alter 
Maecenas ; cui lingua olim facunda labantem 
Defendit mitrs caufam ; nee tcpuitaula ] . • -n 
Fcava jubens— vos, . O jdjxi tanguht funera vatij ! 

Jamque dies aderat, magna IHpantecaterva, 
Quo rhcebea cohors facras Qomkatv^ a^ ^rnam 
Eeliquias / et ftipremnm pia folvit honorem ^ ^ 
Jamque graves, plan'dos^ ja^que illaetabile m«r- ' 

• «^^f • ■ •.';.'.. i jr. ': . •: "' 

Audio 
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Audio ^fel^omeAis. late, dum toiler A jJoHo 
Flebili$ ante omnes,. Sacvillas, triflja ducit 
. - Agnuii^Pii^f idani,Cytharain<jtie accomtncfd^oda^; 
Ipfe ego, duQl tbcideiil camkentQi^ fiii^era mafx, 
Ipfe fequor mseftus ; buAam venerabile fletu 
Cartntpi^faue ApTian^ tnaltis, atiihiumque po^taef ! 
^disYaltem donis cumufabo, et fungar inant 
Manerc; — ^— — -. — * 

At-tc rnnfa mori vetat, O^oft fata; vel jpfa 
Marmora) coxn! annorQiri' fixtMt rubigiAe fci- 

bra; 
Major cris vivo ; tibi fcripta per^uitis aire 
Aut faxo, condent monumentum illofbe per or- 

bem, 
Seciila candta legant^ et te mirentor in illis. 

JOHAi^. PHILIPS, 
1700. ^tat. 24. Interipris templi aliimnus. 

The above were thrown in Drjrdcn^s eravc. Wc 
are afiured they were never in print before. 

w^^^ •WVI^n wK^W WR^W '^IRr^^ "^^"^ mK^K ''^f^ '^^f^ 

Sir'CHAXLES SedleV^, Bart. 

rri HIS gcntlemin, who obfkined a great 
1;^ name m the world of gallahltV, w^s fon 
of^ir John Sedley, of Aylesford in Kent. When 
oar author was about the age ori7, he becan^ 
a fellow of Widhain'cbne^e 1656/ but he took 
no dej;rce. M^en he quTtce'itf th<f ' uiiverfity, he 
retifWrkitcI'lm owti cimntiy, aiid neittier went* to 
travel nor to the inns of court. As £bo»n as^he re- 
ikn-ation was effected. Sir Charles came to London^ 
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Jd: order ta join in the genraal jubilee, aiid then 
commenced wit, courtier,, poet, and gallant. 

He was fo much applauded in all converfadons 
tliat he begdfT'^ be the sorade' of the poetsr ; and 
it was by his jud^oneat elreij p^fbrniance Was' ap- 
proved* or oondemnidi;- whicU made the King jeft 
.with him, and' 'tell him, that nature had giyeli 
iiim a patent to be Apollo's viceroy. Lord Ro- 
chefter bears teilimony to this, when he puts him 
foremofl among. the judges of poetry* 



I loath the babble, tis enotig^ for mc» 
If Bedtey, Shadwdl,' Shepherd, Wycherly^ ^ - 
Godb]p&in,'Butler, Bu<^hurft, Bockingham, 
And fome few more; whom I omit to name, 
Approve my fenfe, I count their cenfure fame. 



I 



It happened by Sir Charles, in refped or the 
Icing, as 18 faid of the famous cardinal Richlioa, viz; 
That they who lecoriimended him to the Royal fa^- 
vonr, thereby (upplantedthemfielves, and* afterwards 
envied him) but with •this' difference betttreenth^ 
Cardinal and' Sir Charles, that the latter was nereif 
.ungrateful. When' he had a tafte of the court, as 
the King never would part ^with him, fo he never 
would part from the King) and yet two things 
pcoved particularly detrimental to him in it, firft 
hh eftate, fo f ar from being improred was dimtnifhr 
cd ; and fecondly his morals were debauched. The 
King^deligkted'in his converfation, and he wsis the 
dearer to his Maje^y Oil this account, that he ntvat 
aiked a favour ; whereas fome other courtiers by 
their bold importimityvxhaaftedthat princess trda- 
fores, who could not deny a man who craved, tho** 
he hated his forwardnefs '^ nor oould remedmber €h« 
iilent indigence of his friend, tho* he applauded ihe 
modefty^of it. He was deeply immerfed in ,^ 
public diilradtions of the times, and is faid to have 

committed 
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tromodtted many -debaucheries of wkich .the foL- 
lowing inftance has been recorded. 

In the ofionth of Tiine 1663 otr author; Charles 
locd Backhorft, and Sir Thomas Ogle, were .con- 
vened at a public koufe in Bow>ftreet» Covent- 
Garden, and beine enflanicd fwith ifa-ong liquors, 
they went up to mc balcony belonging to that 
houfe, and there (hewed very^ indecent pcyftures, 
and gave great offence to the paiTeBgers in the 
flreet by \cry unmannerly discharges upon them ; 
which done* Sedley Gripped, hlmfelf naked, and 
preached to the people in a grofs and iiiandalous 
Aani^er ; whereupon a riot being raifed, the mob 
fcrecame very damorous, and would have forced ' 
tlie door next to the ftreet; but being oppoied, 
the preacher and his company were driven off the 
balcony, and the windows of a room into which 
tliey retired were broken by the mob. The frolic 
being foon fpread abroad,, and as perfonsof fafhion 
were concerned in it, . it was fo.much the more ag- 
gravated. The company were fummoned to appear 
before a court of juftice in Weftminfter-Hall, where 
being indidled for a riot before Sir Robert Hyde, 
lord chief juftice of the Common Pleas, they were 
all fined, and Sir Charles bein? feneenced to pay 
500 1. he ufed fome very impertment expreffions to 
the judge ; who thereupon afi^ed him if he had 
ever read a book called :toe. Com pleat Gentleman ; 
to which Sir Charles made anfwer, that he had 
read more books than his lordlhip. 

The day forpayment being appointed. Sir Charles 
defired Mr. Henry Killegrew, and another gentle- 
man to ^ply to his Majeidy to have the fine remit- 
ted, which they undertook to do ; but in place of 
fiippHcadfsg for it, . fiiey reprefeBted Sir Charleses 
'• •' ' ^i I : !•• J \ ^ ' • Lj :' ... frolic 
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pxAic rather in an aggravating light, and aot a 
'farthing was abated. 

After this afFair, Sir Charleses mind took a more 
ferioas tarn, and he began to apply himfelf to 
the (lady of politics, by which he misht be of fon^e 
iervice to his x:oantry. He was chofen, fays Wood, 
a recruiter of that long parliament, which began at 
Weftminfter tlie 8th of May i66i, to ferve for New 
Romney inXent, and fat in three fucceedingParli- 
ments '£nce the difTolutibn of that. 

Sir Charles, coniideredas an author, has great 
delicacy in his turns, and Eachard obferves 
in his dedication ,of Plautas's three come- 
dies to Sir Charles, that the caiinefs of liis flile, 
the politenefs of his e^reflions in his Bellamira, 
and even thofe parts of it which are purely tran- 
flation, are very delightful, and engaging to the 
reader. 

Lord Rochefter, in his imitation of the loth fatire 
of the firft book of Horace, has the following ver- 
ges in his commendation. 



•Sedley has that prevailing gentle art, 
That can with a refiftlefs charm impait 
The loofefl wifhes to the chafteft heart : 
iRaife fuch a confli£l, kindle fuch a fire. 
Betwixt deciffiing virtue and deiire; 
That the foor vanquifli'd maid diiTolves away 
In dreams all night, in iighs and tears all day. 



1 



Before we give an account of our author's woffc*, 
it wilLAot be amifs to obferve, that he was ex- 
treme^ a^ive in effedling the revolution, whicii 
^as thought the more extraordinary, as he hzi 
received favours from King James H. That Prince, 
it feems, had fallen in love with a. daughter of 
Sir Charles's, who was not very handfome; foir 
James was remarkable for dedicating his affections 

VoL.III.Nfiz. F to 
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to women who were not great beauties ; in C09 - 
fequence of 'kis intrigue with her, and in order 
to give her greater luftre in life, he created Mifs 
Sedlcy countefs trf Dorchcfter. This honour, -fo 
far from pleafing, greatly ftiocked Sir Charles. How- 
ever libertine hiniielf iiad been, yet he could ftot 
bear the thoughts of his daughter's diftionour ; and 
with regard to this her exaltation, *he only confider- 
cd it as rendering her more confpicuoufly infamous. 
'He ftkerefore conceived a hatred to James, and 
readily joined to difpoflefs him of his throne and do- 
minions. 

Being aflked one day, why he appeared {o 
' warm againft the King, who had created his 
' daughter a Countefs ? It is from a principle of gra- 
titude f am fo warm, returns Sir Charles ; for nnce 
his Mayfly has'made my daughter a Countefs, it is 
fit I fhould do all I can to make his daughter a 
Queen. 

Our author's wcrrks are, 

1 . The Mulberry Garden, a Comedy, afted by his 
IJajefty's fervants at the theatre-royal 1668, dedi- 
cated to the duchefs of Richmond and Lennox. 
- 2. Anthony and Cleopatrj^, a Tragedy, aftod at 
the Duke of York's theatre 1667. This play was 
adled with great applaufe. The Story from Plu- 
tarch's Life of Anthony. 

3. Bellamira; or the Miftrefs, a Comedy, a€led 
by his Majefty's fervants, 1687. It is taken from 
Terence's Eunuch. While this play was a£ling> 
the roof of the play-houfe fell down, but very few 
were hurt, except the author ; whofe merry friend 
^ir Fleetwood Shepherd told him, that there was fo 
much fire in the play, that it blew up the poet, houfc 
sad all : Sir Charles anfwered^ No, the play was fi> 
1 heavy 
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iTeavy It brought dowh the houfe, )and buHed the 
poet in his own rubbifli. 

4. Beauty the Conqueror ; or the Death of Mark 
Anthony, a'Tr^gecIy. 

Beiides thefe plays, Mr. Coxeter ^ays, he is au- 
thor of the two following, which were never 
printed fill "with his works in 2 vols. 8vo. 1719, 
dedicated by Biifcoe the bookfeUer to the dake of 
Chandois. 

The 'Grumbler, a Comedy of three a£is, fcene 
Paris. 
The Tyrant King dF Crete, a Tragedy. 

Sedley's podms, hoiveVfer ambroufly tender and 
tlelicate, yet have not much ftrength ; nor do they 
afford -^ctt -marks of genius. The foftnefs of his 
verfes is denorminated by the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, Sedley's Witchctaft. It was an art too 
fuccefsful in thdfe diys to propagate the immo- 
Wlities of the times, but it muft be owned that 
in point of chaflity he excels Dorfet, and Ro- 
chefter.; who as they et)hceived lewdly, wrote in 
plain iftjrlifh, and did ftot give thfetefelves anV 
trouble to Wfap up thdr ribbaldry in a drefs toi- 
lerably decent. But if Sedley was the more chafle, 
I know not if he wks tfie lefs pernicious writer : 
for that pill ivhkh is gilded wul be fwallowed 
more readHy, and with lefs relu£lance, than if ten- 
dered in its own di%uilfitl colours. Stedley infihu- 
ates gently ht«0 the heskrt, M^hbut^Viilg any alarm, 
but IS no lefs fraught with poifon,^ than are thofe 
whofc deformity befpeaks their mlfchief. 

It would be tedious to enumerate here all 
the poems of Sir Charles Sedlev ; let it fuflice 
to lay, that they are printed in two fmall 
volumes along with his plays, and confift of tranf- 
lations of Virgirs Paflorals, original Pailorals, Pro- 
F a logues. 
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logues. Songs, Epilogues, and little occafiond 
pieces. 

We fliall prefent the reader with an original 
paftoral of Sir Charles*s> as a fpecimen of his 
works. 

He lived to the beginning of Qaeen Anne^s 
reign, and died at an age near 90 ; his wit and 
hiunoar continuing to the lafl. 

A Paftoral Dialogue between T k i a s i s and 
Strephon. 

Thirsts. 
Strephon, O Strephon, once the jollicft lad. 
That with (hrill pipe did ever mountain glad ; 
Whilome the foremoft at our rural plays. 
The pride and envy of our holidays : 
Why doil thou fit now mufing all alone. 
Teaching the turtles, yet a fadder moan ? 
Sweird with thy tears, why does the neighbouring 

brookr 
Bear to the ocean, what (he never took r 
Thy flocks are fair and fruitful, and no fwain,~ 
Than thee, more welconie to the hill or plain. 

Strephon. 

I coald invite the wolf, my cruel eoeft. 
And play unmov'd, while he on all Siould feaft : 
I cou'd endure that very fwain out- run, 
Qut-threw, out-wrefUed, and each nymph ihou'd 

Qxua 
The haplefs Strephon.-—^ 

TlURSff. 
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T H 1 R S 1 8. 

Tell me then thy grief. 
And give it, in complaints, fome ihort relief. 

St R E.P H o N. 

Had killing mildews nipt my rifing corn. 
My lambs been all found dead, as foon as born ; 
Or raging plagues ran iwift thrott^h every hive. 
And left not on^ indaftrioas bee alive ; 
Had early wiiids, with an hoarfe winter*8 found 
^catter'd my rip'ning fniit upon the ground : 
Unmov'd, untoucht, I cou*d the lofs fuftatn. 
And a few days expir*d> no more complain. 

Th I R81 »• 

£,'er the fun drank of the cold morning dew, 
iVe known thee early the tuikt boar purfue : 
Then in the evening drive the bear away. 
And refcue from his jtfWs the trembling prey. 
But now thy flocks creep feebly through th^ fields^ 
No porple grapes, thy halfdreil: vineyards yields : 
No primrofe nor no violets grace thy beds. 
Bat thorns and thHlIes lift their prickly heads. 
What meafis this change ? 

Strepkon 

Enquire no more ; 
When none can hetl, 'tis pain to fearch the fore i 
Bright Galatea, in whofe matchlefs face 
Sat rural innocence, with heavenly grace j 
In whofe no lefs inimitable mind. 
With equal light, even diftant virtues fliin'd ; 
Chafte wttkoat pf ide, and charming without art, 
Honour the tyrant of her tender heart : 
Fair goddefs of tbefe fields, who for our fports^ 
Thofigh fhe might well become^ negleded courts : 
f 3 Bclov'd 
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Belov'd of ally and loving me alone. 
Is from my fight, I feat, ^f cvmt goncv 

Th I RB-^f. 

Thy cafe indeed is pitiful, but yet 
Thou on thy lofs too* great a^prieedoil fet. 
Women like davs are» Strep^90» fome-be UiM 
More bright and glorio(us th^: c^er« ar© ; 
Yet n^on^ fo g^y, io umpemip,. fo cteaR, 
But that the Eke adorn tkd reiiyHiifg.yes^iv 
Pleafures im|>ajrted to; a fciend^ in«i^afff». 
Perhaps divided forrew i9#y growlfifv 

Si^RiUj^noiji* 
Others as fair, to others eyes may feem. 
But fhe has all my love and sijr'ddeem : 
Her bright idfl^wandm in^i^jj tJkMlg}i|^ . . 
yVt once my poifota, and my, zgitiif^i 

T.Hi.a:8'ia^ 

Oor hearts are papier, beaoty \i the pen^ 
Which writes our loves, and blots 'em but ^ffo^ 
•Phillis is whiter than the rifinc^.fwao. 
Her flender waifhconfin'd within a fpan : 
Charming as nature's face in the new fpring, "^ ' 
When early birds on the green branches fing. 
When rifing herbs and buds begin to hide, 
'Their^nakedc mother, with their fhort-livM pride, 
Ch\oe is ripe, andas the antama fair. 
When on the elm thei purple grapes appeaik\' 
When tree^,. bec^e*nms89 and everyibendingt bnfli, • 
With rip'ning fruit, or taftefalbevriea blaA, 
Lydia is in t& fmnmcrof her dayt. 
What wood.can fhade us front her piareiiig my s? 
Her even teeth, whkei>thaa new yean*44amb^ 
When they, with tender cries purftte their damt. 
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Her eyes as charming as the evening fun. 
To the fcorch'd labourer when his work is done, 
Whom the. g^adpipe> to-rural fporto invites, 
And pays his tod'wi^ innocent ddights. 
On fome of thefe fond Twain fix thy defire. 
And burn not with imaginary fire. 

S T lUE P IT o N. 

The flag (hall fooner with the eagle foar. 
Seas leave their fiihes naked on- the fhore ; 
The wolf fliall fooner by the lamkia die^ 
And from the kid the hungry lion fty» 
Than I abandon Galatea's love. 
Or her dear image from my thougjus remove* 

Th I R SIS. 

Bamon this evening carries home his bride. 
In. all the harmlefs pomp of rural pride : 
Where, for two fpotted lambkins, newly ycan'd# 
With nimble feet and voice, the nymphs contend ; 
And for a coat^ thy Galatea f]^n, 
Tho Shepherds wreftie, throw the bar» and run. 

Str BPWON. 

At that dear name I feel my heart rebound. 
Like the old deed, at the fierce trumpet's found : 
1 grow impatient of the leall'delay. 
No baftard fwain fiiall bear the prize away. 

Th I R s 1 s. 

Let us make haile^ already they ace met,; 
The echoing hills their joyful ihoats repeat. 

P 4. JORll 
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John CrowNe 

TT 7 A S the fon of an hidependent mmiftcr, 
VV in that part of North America, which is 
called Nova Scotia'. The vivacity of his gcniua 
made him foon grow impatient of the RlooBiy 
education he received in that country ; which he 
therefore quitted in order to feek his foriune in 
England ; bat it was his fate, upon his iirft arrival 
here, to engage in an employment more formal, if 
pofiible, than his American education. Mr. Dennis, 
in his Letters, vol. i. p. 48, has given us the beft ac- 
count of this poet, and upon nis authority the a- 
bove, and the fucceeding circumftances are related. 
His necefiity^ when he £rft arrived in England, 
was extremely urgent, and he was obliged to be- 
come a gentleman uflier to an old independent la- 
dy ; but he foon grew as weary of that precife of- 
fice, as he had done before of the discipline of 
Nova Scotia. One would imsgine that an educa- 
tion, fuch as this, would be but an indifferent pre- 
parative for a man to become a polite author, 
but fuch is the irrefiftable force of genius, that 
neither this, nor his poverty, which was very de- 
plorable, could fupprefs his ambition : afpiring to 
reputation, and di^indion, rather than to fortane 
and power. His waitings foon made him known tb 
the court and town, yet it was neither to the favour 
of the court, nor to that of the earl of Rochefler, 

that 
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thtt he was indebted to the nomination the king 
made -of him, for the wHting the Mafque of Ca- 
lypfoy bttt to the malice of that noble lord, who 
defigned by that preference to mortify Mr. Dry- 
den. 

Upon the breaking out of the two parties, af- 
ter the pretended difcovery of the Popilh plot, the 
favour he was in at court, and the gaiety of his 
temper, which inclined liim to join wi;h the fa- 
fhion, engaged him to embrace the Tory party. 
About that tinxe he wrote the City Politicks, m or- 
der to fatirize and expofe the Whigs: a comedy 
ilot withont wit and fpirit, and which has obtained 
the approl>ation of thofe of contrary principles, 
which is the highefl evidence of merit ; but after it 
was ready for the ilage, he met with great embarrafl*- 
jaents in getting it a^ed. fiennet lord Arlington 
(who was then lord chamberlain, was fecretly in the 
^ufe of the Whigs, who were at that time potent 
in Parliament, in order to fupport himfelf againft 
the power of lord ueafurer Danby, who was his 
declared enemy) ufcd all his authority to fupprefs it. 
One while it was prohibited on account of its be- 
ing dangerous ; another while it was laid afide up- 
on pretence of its being fiat and iniipid ; till Mr. 
Crowne, at lad, was forced to have lecourfe to 
the .King himfelf, and engage him to lay his abfo- 
Itite commands on the lord chamberlain to have it 
no longer delayed. This command he was pleafed 
to give in his own perfon, for Charles II. loved 
coniedy above all other amufements, except on& 
which wias both more expenfive, and lefs innocent, 
and befides, had a very higli opinion of Mr, ' 
Crowne's a^lities. While he was thus in favour 
with the King and court, Mr. Dennfs declares, 
he has more than once heard him fay, that though 
he bad a fmcere affection for the King, he had yet 
a mortal hatred to the court. The promife of a 
F 5 fum 
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film of money made him fpm£)j]nes;4^»9af^dit|«^ 
to folUcit the payment of it^' but^as fqoiio^'' ht9^ 
received the fum, he vaniihei^ ai^d^ft^^j^ lQi|g,tkB£( 
never approached it. ...; 

It was at the latter end of King Charl«6!a^ 
reign, that Mr. Crowne, tired wkh| t)if fMigue 
of writings ihocked with the uneertaintyt olv 
theatrical fuccelsy and de£fous to. ih^ker hin^ 
felf from the refentmpdtt of thofe nuni^FOut- ei»«- 
mies he had nuule> by h^ City Politic^, . iuhr 
mediately addrefled. the. Ki^g: hm^lU ^A 
defired his Ma^cdy to edahlii^ii hi^ in {qm^- ofk 

t:e, that mig^t he a fecurity to higv far-life ; .4i#r 
ing anfwered, he ihould, be provided; ifor;. biit» 
^ded, that he would firil: fec> afnother coniedj^>. 
Mr. Crowne endeavouring^ta excuie himf^f,. by> 
•telling the King he plotted- ilowly and^awkwafdlyii 
his Majefty replied, th^ithe wxHild, help, him to a^ 
plot, and fo put in his hand^ the Sffaniflir Comedy> 
called Non Poder EfTer. Mr; Crowne' wa« oblige^'* 
'immediately to go to work upon it, but after bcr 
had written three ads of it, found* to his fur »> 
prize, that the Spanifh play had fome time before 
been tranflated, and aded and' damned,, under th«r 
title of Tarugo's Wilesr, or the CoiFee-Hottfe-:. 
}'et, fupporjted by the King's command, he weoti 
brifkly on, and Hnifhed it. 

Mr. Cfowne, who had once before oWg^ thel 
commonwealth of taHe, with a^ very agreeabloi 
comedy in his City Politics, yet^. in; Sir Couitljfs.^ 
Nice went far beyond it, axid very much furpafiedr^ 
himfelf ; for though there is fometbing in tho part.' 
of Crack, which borders upon farce, the Spaniflk: 
author alone mufl anfwer for that : for Mr. Crownci 
could not omit the part of Crack, that is, of Ta*.- 
rago, and the Sp^nifii farce depending upon it»t 
without a downright affront to the King^ who had 1 
given him the play for his g(ound*wQrk. Alk 

that 
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tilat 1$ of En^iih gnwvtbi in Sir Courtly Nice i% 
admirabie ;. for though it; has* neither: tiie fine de* 
£gnicg ofr BeU' Jdhnfon, aor the mafcaltne fatire 
of Wycherlcy, nor die graoev- dclicacgr, and oonrtly 
air. of Etherege, yettis the dialogue lively^ and? fpi^ 
rited; attradi-relywdiverlifiody and adaptedito the 
feireral. charadcrs» Fout of thefe cltarajgbers are 
entively new^ yet: generaL andumportazir, drawn 
trulls and graphic^y^ and. artfitlly oj^ied t<> 
eadrother^. Surly to SirComtiy, and' Hot-bead- 1^ 
TeAimony: thoi^ extremes. of beha;(riottr9 the' one 
ofi whichris the^ievance, and the otHenthe pla^ie 
of. fodiety and convafation ; exceffive cemmony oft 
the one ffde,. and on the other mdeoefe, and-bni^ 
tality are finely ej^iofed in Surly and Sir Courtly ; 
thof«i divifions aad animofities in the two great par- 
ties of Ettglisnd; wbicfa have fo long diftorbed th6 
public (fuiet^ and^ undermined the genial inic^e^ 
are:hap^ly reprefented and ridiculed in Teftimony 
and HoTrhea^ Mr. Dbams^' fpeakitig of this co^ 
medy, fays, * that though he has more than twenty 

* times mad it^ yetitftiH ^ows upon him, and he 
' delivers it as his opinion^ that tbo greateft' co'- 
' mic pott, who ever lived in: any. age, might* have 

* been proud to have been the author of it/ 
The play was now joft' reaxly to ajppear to tke 

woiid; Ev«ry. one ^at had' feeit it'rdti^tCb&^ 
was highdy pkafedr with ir. AIL who bad'Hfeard 
fl^ ir conceived' greatt expe6tattons> and Mr. 
Crawne: wav deligTOd witb the flattering hope of 
being: snade happy for the raniaining part of his 
fife« by the perfbcmsuiee^ of the King^s promife-: 
fiutf upon, the very, laft^ ^> of /the' rehearfa]„ 
he net Undarhill' oomii^ from die pkyhoufe^ ag 
lie bbnfelf -was going tbwardi it, upon whkh the 
^poctrepCRBaadiiig^ the playo fbr ne^e^ing fb cOn'w 
iderable a part as he had in the comedy, and 
on a day of fo much confequence. as the very^ 
F6 laft 
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-^iaftof the rehcarfal. Oh Lord, fays Underhill, we 
ar^ all undone ! how ! fays Crownc, is the Play-* 
houfe on fire? the whole nation, replies the 
player, will quickly be fo, for the King is dead f 
at the hearing of which difmal words, the aa* 
thor was thrown almoft into diftra£lion ; for he who 
the moment before was raviihed with the thought 
of the pleafure he was about to give the King; 
and the favours which he was afterwards to receive 
from him, this moment found, to his unfpeakable 
forrow, that his Royal patron was gone for ever, 
and with him all his hopes. The King indeed re-^ 
vived from this apople^ic fit, but three days af^ 
ter died, and Mr. Crowne by his death was re- 
plunged into the deepeft melancholly. 

'Jhhus far Mr. Dennis has traced the life of 
Crowne ; in the fame letter he promifes a further 
account of him upon another occaiion, which, it 
feems, never occurred, for we have not been a^le 
to find that He has any where elfe mentioned our 
author. 

The King^s death havine put a period to Mr. 
Ct owners expeftations or court-favour (for the 
reign of his lucceiTor was too much hurried with 
party defigns, to admit of any leLfureto reward poeti'- 
cal merit, though the Prince himielf, with all his er- 
rors about him, was a man of tade, and had a vet* 
ry qttick diicernment of the power of genius) he, 
no doubts had recourfe to writing plays again for 
i>reftd, and fupporting himfelf the beft way he could 
hy Ms wits, the moft unpleafing, and precarioufr 
manner of life, to which any man can be expofed» 
We cannot he ftbfoliitely certain \Wien Mr. Crowne 
died ; Mr. Coxetx^r in bis notes fays, he was alive ia 
the year 1 703, and as he muft then have been inucL 
acvanCed in yeass, in ail probability he didaot long: 
fvrvivcil. 

Bo 
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He is the smthor of 1 7 Playt. 

1. Juliana, or the Princefs of Poland, a Tragi- 
comedy ; afted at the duke of Vork's theatre 1671, 
dedicated to the earl of Orrery. 

2. Andromache, a Tragedy ; a£led at the duke's 
theatre in Covent-Garden, 1675. '^^'^ play was 
only a tranflation of M. Racine, by a young gentle- 
man, chiefly in profe, and publiflied by Mr. Crown. 
It was Brought upon the Ilage^ but without fuccefs. 

3. Call Ho, or the Chafte Nymph, a mafque^ 
1675 ; written by command of the queen, and often- 
times performed at court by perfons of quality. It 
is founded on a ftory in Ovid a Metamorphofes; 
lib. 2. 

4. The Country Wit, a Comedy ; aded at the 
duke*s theatre 167$. This play contains a goojl 
deal of low humour *, and was approved by king 
Charles the lid. 

5. The Deftrudion of Jerufalem, by Titus Vef- 
pafian, in two parts, aded 1677 ; addreffed to the 
4achefs of Portfmouth. Thefe Tragedies met with 
extravagant applaufe, which excited the envy of 
lord Rochefter 10 much, that on this account he oom- 
menced an enemy to the bard he before had fo 
mach befriended. 

^. The Ambitious Statefman, 01^ the Royal .Fa- 
vourite, a Tragedy ; a£led at the theatre-royal 
1 679. This play had but indifFereot futcefsj'tbottgh 
efteemed by the author one of the bed he ever 
wrote. 

7. Charles the Vlllth King of France, or the 
Invaiion of Naples by the French ; this play 10 
written in heroic verfe. ' ' 

8. Henry the Vlth, the firjb part, with the tknt^ 
ther of Humphrey duke of Glouceiler ; a£led 1681, 
dedicated to Sir Ch^es. Sedley^. ;Thk)>Iay wsJ at 
tr^ aded with applaufe ; but at length, the Romifh 

fadtioa 
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fa^on oppofed it^ and by their intereft at court got 
it fuppreiTed. Part o£rth(B plajowaaiiaanDMred frem 
Shakefpear*s Henry the VI th. 

9; Henry the yifli, the (econd'part, orthe'Mlfe;. 
rits of Givil War ; a Tragedy, a€ted i6i8o- 

10, Thyeftcs, a Tragedy ; afted at the theatre - 
royal i'68i. TKe plot trom Seneca's Thyeftcs, 

n. City Politics, a Comedy, 1683 j of this aU 
ready we nave given fome account. 

12. Sir Courtly Nice, or It Cannot be ; dedicated 
to the duke of Ormond, of which we have given an 
account in the author-s life. 

13. Darius Ktnff of Porita^ a Tragedy ; a£Miit 
i6SS« For th« plot, fee Quant.. Curt, lib.- 3^ 4^ 
and 5. 

14. The Englifii I?ryar^ or the Town Sparks^ a 
Coffle4y; printed in quarto T690, dedicated to 
Williatt earl of Devonfbire. This play hidnot tha 
fuccefs of the other pieces of the fame author. ■ ; 

v^, Reg^as,' a Tragedy,; aded at die. theatre- 
xoy sil 1 6^« . The defign of this {day it noble ; tbt 
txainfiW of Regulus being the mpSt cdebvatied for 
]ionour» aodi conftancy of any of thr Romatm 
Thore is a play of this name, written by Mr. Havard^ 
svCQuifdiaii 0:9 w belongiiig.to t)»ertiteatP&-royai in 
Drury-lane. 

^ i(t4 Ttae Married Beaux, ar.ibe Curious Imperti- 
nent^ a Comedy i. a£ied at thejtheatre>royal, i6tf^ 
dedicated to the marqnisof Normanby; To thisrplay 
the author has^refixed a> prefaoe in vhidiaatioic of 
himfelf, from the afperfions call on him by fome 
MrfoAS,. as tohii-morala. TUe^ftory is taken from 
j^onQuixot. 

17. Caligula, Emperor of Rome> a;. Tragedy^ 
a^«d arthetheatroHTOyftli^ 1698.. 

.■ - * • ■ • ' ^ 

! OwraiiMJkOfV other wc»ks<arc^ . 

Faadiot 
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Patidkmvand' Aiii|idif|enia,' or die* C07 Lady, of 
Theffalia; adorned with fbdpturcs, printed in 

Daeneidsy. op the nobk-Eaboars of.theereat Dean 
of Notrc-Dame^ ioFarw, f6r the ereding in hi» 
choir, a Throao for his Glory ; and' the eclipfing 
the pridifr^ of an imperidtts^ ufurping Chanter, an 
heroic potm, in- four Catito^- ; printed in quarto 
1692. It is a burlefqae Poem, and is chiefly taken 
from Boileau's Lutrin. 

A 

Wefhall'fliew Mr. Crown's verTification, by 
quoting a fpeech which he puts into the mouth of 
aA Angel, in the. D«ftru$tionro# Jemikleiii, Thtf 
Angel is reprefented. as defcending over the altar 
prophefying the fall of that atrguft city. 

Su^ atat^i yOMT ffighti^ fond' men. Heaven^ doei 

def]ttfc 
AU your vain ancenfe, prayers, and facrifice; 
Now it arriv^d'Jerufaifem'S'fetsi hoor. 
When (he and iacxdita- muflPbe* no more : 
Long aeainft Heav'n had*ft thou, rebelliofus^towi!^ ' 
Thy public trumpets of defiance'blown ;. 
Did(k>pen.wffi'8 againft thy Lord mafntait), . 
And all Jiis4iiisfiengi6l'»^f2pe«ce'lRive ilaitr : 
And now the hour of his revenge is come, . . , 

Thy wjedcwareiiinih'd; a«l thy IRimb-ringdooift; 
Which long hatdaid^nt^ divine decree^ ' 
fomow aroused fromhis^ull lethargy ;, ' 
His army's raised, and bis commifiiotr feal'd; 
His onicr's given, andoumot be repealM : * 

And.DOw thy people, temple^ altars all: 
Mttft in one total diilblation fall. ' ' 

Heaiv^nwill in fad proceffion walk tbfe'rotend, '. ^ [[ 
AnAlerek all thy biilding^ with the gjotrnd: ' ' ]' 
And.fnanithe foil enrich'd'w'ith imman bldod, - '^ 
Shall grafs fpring up, where peaces ixav^. ftood. 

Where 
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Where beaftf iball feed ; and a revenge obtaia 
For all the thoufands at thy altars flain. 
And this once bleded home, where Aogds came. 
To bathe their airy wings in holy llame» 
Liice a fwift vifion or a ila(h of lights 
All wrapt in fire ihall vanifii in thy fight i 
And thrown afide amongft the common ftore. 
Sink down in time's abyts, and sife no more. 

Charles Sackville, Earl of 
Dorset, 

ELDEST fon of Richard earl of Dorfet, bora 
the 24th of January 1637, was one of the 
moft accompliihed gentlemen of the age in which 
he lived, which was eftecmed one of the moft 
courtly ever known in our nation ;, when, * as Pope 
exprefles it. 

The foldiers ap*d the gallantries of France, 
And tv^ty fiow*ry ooorcier writ romance^ 

Immediately after ^e reftoration» he was chofen^ 
member of parliament for Eafl-Gximftead^ and dif- 
tinguiihed himfelf while he was in the Hoafe of^ 
Commons. The fprightlinefs of his wit, and a- 
moft exceeding good-nature, recommended him very 
early to Ae favour of Charles the lid, and thofe of 
^egreateft didindlion in the court ;^bHthis.m in d beings 
more turned tp books, aud polite converfation, than 
public bufinefs> he totally declined the latcer> tho' asv 
biihop 3urnet * fays^ the king courted him as a fa^> 

• HJioary of his owfl times, p. z6^> 

vorite*. 
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Torite. Prior in his dedication of his poems, ob- 
ferves, that when the honour and fafety of his conn* 
try demanded his afliftance, he readily entered, into 
the moft zStive parts of life f and underwent the 
dangers with aconftancy of mind, which fhe wed he 
had not only read the rules of phiiofdphy» bat an- 
derflood the pradice of them. He went a voldnteer 
under his royd highnefs the duke* of York ih die firft 
Datch war, 1665, when the Dat^h admiral Opdam 
was blown np, add about thirty capital fhips tkken 
and defbroyed ; and his compoiing a fong before the 
engagement, carried with it in the opinion of many 
people ib fedate a prefence of mind, and fvich un- 
ufaal gallantry, that it has been itiach celebi-ated. 

This Song;, upon {0 memorable ^ occa&n, 
is comprifed in the following ftanzas. 



I. 

TO all you ladies, now at land. 
We men at fea indite, , 

But iifft would have you underftaad; \^' '* 

How hard it is .to wHte $ ' . ' 

The Mafes now, and Nep'taae tc^; ' '^ ^, 
We mail implore to write to j^ou, ' 

With a fa, la, la, la, la. 

n. 

For tho* the Mufes ihouhi prove kind. 

And fill our empty brain ; 
Yet if rough Nepitone'rouze the wind. 

To wave the azure main, " '' -'- 
Our paper, pen and ink, slnd we, 

Roll up and down our fiiips at fea. 

With a fa, &c. 
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III/ 

\[ TEen if we writ^ not, byeachpofiv 
Tbiok not, we sure unkind; 
Nor yet condvde oux ihips are lioft. 
By Dutchoien or by wind : 
. OurtearH.vreUlfeadafpeediiBrwiy, ' 
The tide« ih^il waft tbw twic^ a day. 

J With a:f«, &C. 

; ^' , . ; • .'" IV." . •• ■ 

The kiin.witlp^^Oiidtf'^. akid fiurprisc^ 

Will (wear the feas grow bold j 
. Becanfft tha tidta wiU*highe«irt&i . ^ 

Then e'er they. did lOf aJWc? 
But let him knew it Is our tears. 

Bring floods of grief to Whitehall-Stairs. 

With a fa, kc. 



Should f^m Opda«^ ohmoe tOrknoii^ . 

Our fadand difipial ftoxiy i 
The Dutch would fcpr&rfo vfiCBk zloty '. 

And quit th^r fptrt at) Gmeet :« 
Fov wfaat reiiftance Ofcfi they find. 

Prom men who Ve left their hearts behind. 

With a fa, &c. 

i 

Let win^,; iKid-jf^^cadAr-doiisitWoril^ 

Be you to us bui; kindr . 
Let Dutchmenvapow}. Snaaiiard&cfarfcv ' 

Nofpnrow weftaUfiM.;. > - 

:'Ti» ^foi np matter, how thines go, 

Or who's our friend, or who s our foe. 

With a fa, &Ci» 
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VH. 

To pafs our tedious, hours a.^«X« - . .\ 

We throw a merry m^itt ; 
Or elfe at fcrious Oiubzc play ; 

But why (hould wcin vaiix 
Each other's ruin^tl^* nurfiie f 

We y/cj^ undone, vwa w« left ypui 

, . V . .. .With a fa, &c; 

VIII. 

Bot «ow ouV'fean teoxpcftnoiu- gsowj^ ' 

Ato|;ioa^oux>hopes.away;. ^ 

\i^iHlIlyDfi^.r0g»dk&'Oftoof woe^ — ' -^ 

. Shcai^iei^atplayj. ; ;^ 

Ferk«p8Jiper0Mt fonwhappwrtaao^ ^ '* ' 

'lo li(j»'yoiir'ha{Hlv 9r flnrt TOor^^iK \~'- /^^ 

• -:mtMft#^*' 

IX. 

When any moQUiliiLtoiiey ybu4idsfif^ >' 

That dies in every note; ' . ' 

Andifitirgh-dwiebeachmanVcare, ' 
fbr* l>eing>ro remote ; 

TMiik then> how ofcen teve we'i^ fAinfyf 
To you, when all thoft tunes werMlfl^M^ 

Wlthafai>e. 

X. . • • ' 

Ibjud^e^ you caatiot rofuftr^ 

To dtttilcofJoftrdiftireftj 
WheA> we for ho^ of'hoBoor lo4^, 

Oup oertaiU' happineTs ; 
Alltbo<fe>defign9a»ebu«to pro^^ 

OupMvbs more'WQrthy o^yoii^loii^ev « ^ ^ • -' -^ 

With a fa, &c. 
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And, now wcVc told you all our loves, 

And likewife all our fears j 
In hopes this declaration moves^ 

Some pity for our tears r 
Lct^s hear of no inconftancy. 

We have too much of that at fea. 

With a ft, &c. 

To maintain an eVennefs of temper in the time 
of danger, js certainly the higheft nsuk of heroifm s 
but fome of the graver caft have been apt to fay, 
this fedate compofnre fomewhat differs from that 
levity of difpo£tion, or frolic humour, that in- 
clines a man to write a fong. Bvit^ let ut coniider 
my lordVfenetrar of.youdi, h» gaiety^ o£ mind, 
f9PportQd:by ilvong fpirits, flowing from an honeil 
heart, and, I believe, we (hall rather be difpofcd 
to admire, than cenfare him on this occafion. Re- 
member too, he was only a volunteer. The con- 
duftof the baitte depended' not on-hinu He had 
onl^ to fliew his intrepidity and diligence, in exe- 
cuting the orders of ihis .commander, when c^led 
on ; as he had no plans of operation to take up 
his thoiig>hto why not write a fong ? there 'was 
neither indecency, nor immorality in it: I doubt 
not, bi9t with that chearfulnefs of mind he com- 
pofed himfelf to reft, with as right feelings, and 
as proper an addrefs to his maker, as any one of 
a more melancholly difpofition, or eloomy afpefl. 

Mod commanders, in the day of battle, ' aiSune 
at lead a brilliancy of countenance, that mav en * 
courage their foldiers ; and they are admired tor it : 
to fmile at terror has, before this, been allowed 
the mark of a hero. The dying Socrates difcotirfed 
Us friend9 with.g^eat compofuns i he was a philo- 

fopher 
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fopher of a grave cail : Sir Thomas Moore (old 
enough to be my lord's father) jok'd, even on the 
fcaffold ; a ftrong inftance of his heroifm, and no 
contradidUon to the re^itude of his mind. The 
verfes the Emperor Adrian wrought on his death- 
bed (call them a fong if you will) have been ad- 
miredy and approved, by feveral great men ; Mr. 
Pope has not only given his opinion in their fa- 
vour, but elegantly tranilated them, nay, thought 
them worthy an imitation, perhaps exceeding the 
original. If this behaviour of my lord's is liable 
to different conftru^ons, let good nature, and 
good manners, incline us to bellow the moil fa- 
vourable thereon. 

After his fatigues at fea, during the remainder of 
the reign of Charles the lid, he continued to live in 
honourable leifure. He was of the bed-chamber to 
the king, and poileffed not only his mailer's favour, 
but in a great degree his familiarity, never leaving 
the court but when he was fent to that of France, 
upon fome fhort commiffion, and embaflies of com- 
pliment; as if the king deii|ned to rival the 
, French in the article of politenefs, who had 
long claimed a fuperiority in that accomplKhment, 
. by (hewing them that one of the mod finiihed gen- 
tlemen in Europe was his fubjed ; and that he un- 
derilood his worth fo well, as not to fufFerhim to be 
long out of his prefence. Among other commilfions 
he was fent in the year i66p, to compliment the 
French king on his arrival at Dunkirk, in return of 
the compliment of that monarch, by the duchefs of 
Orleans, then in England. 

Being poiTefled of the eilate of his uncle the earl 
of Middiefex, who died in the year 1674, he was 
created earl of that county, and baron of Cranfieldy 
by letters patent, dated tfie fourth of April, 1675. 
27 C. II; andinAuguft 1677 fucceeded his fkther 
as earl of Dorfet ; asalfo, indie poll of lord lieu- 
tenant of the county Of SuSkx, having been joined 

in 
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in the «ommi^ion with kirn la 169^ *• Alfo the 
20th of February 1684 hewismaoe caftos r^ido- 
. rum far that county. 

Having buried his iirA ind^, -£li»ibeth» datighter 
of Harvey Bagot, of Whitehall in the «e«nt)F 6i 
Warwick, Eib; widow of- Charkfi Beiidey, earl of 
t^lmottth, without any ifiiie by her, henurried, in 
the year 1684, the lady Mary, daughter of James 
Compton, earl of Northampton, faqfed for hisr 
. beauty, and admirable endowmeiits of «^d, 
who was one of the ladies <^£ the bed-chamber 
to Queen Mary, and left his lordihip agiin *a 
widower, Auguft 6, 1691, leaving iffue tfy him 
•one ion, his grace Lionel now duke of Dorfet, 
and a daMghter, the kdy Mary, mairied in the 
year 1702 to Henry Somerfet duke of Beaufort, 
and dying in child -^d, left up ifiue. 

The earl of Dorfet appeared in court at thd 
trial of the feven bifiiops, accompanied with ether 
noblemen, which had a good %Setl en the jufy, and 
brought the judges to a better temper than they had 
ufualTy ihewn. He alfo en£^ged with tho& who 
were tn the prince of Grangers intereft; and car- 
ried on his part of d&at enterpriee in London, 
under the eye of the court, with the fame cou- 
rage and refoltttion as his friend the duke of 
Devtonfhire did in open arms, at Nott^iigham. 
When prince George of Denmark ^eferted Ki^g 
James, and joined tke prince of -Orange, the pnn- 
cefs Anne was in violent ^aprprehenlions of the 
King's difpleafiire, and being defirous of with- 
4^^^ h^ielf, lord Dorfet was thou^t t4ie pro- 

J}^reft guide for her neceilkry fUght f . She w^s 
'^Sfedy breught to him by his lady's uncle, the 
bi&op of London : who fumiflied the princefs 

• Collins's Peenge, r. 575. ▼ol. I, 
t Burnet's Hifti ef his own timei» 

with 
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^wifdi tvery thiftg ncceffar/ for her flight to the 
Prince of Ordnge, anfd attended her northward, 
:as far as 'Northampton, where he quickly broaght 
a body of -horleto ferve for her guard, and went 
■ fr^m thence to Nottingham, to coftfer with the 
-dufcc ^f Devonfliirc. 

Afcer the mi%aided monardi had withdrawn 
^limfeif, lord Dorfet continued at Londpp, and 
Mras otie -of thofe pecri whb ikt every day ih tjie 
CodinC4l-<^ftmber, and took upon them the ^o- 
Ternment of the realm. In* this ejrttemity, till fomc 
4>tk4r power fhould be introduced. In the de- 
bates in Parliament immediately after this confufi- 
On, his lordfliip voted for the vacancy of the 
ehpone, <wd that the prince and prfnceTs of Orange 
ihoii^ld be declared l^ing and Queen of England, 
Ue. When their Majeraes had accepted the crown 
-of thefe realms, his lordfliip was the next day 
fworn of the privy-council, and declared lord 
chamberlain of the houlhold, * A place, fays Prior, 

* 'whic^ he eminent?y adorned by the grace of his 

* perfon, the finenefs of his breeding, and the 

* knowledge and pradHce of what was decent and ^ 

* magniAcent.' It appears by the hiftory of Eng- 
land, that 4ie had the honour to Hand godfather, 
with Kiftg William to a fon of the prince and prin- 
cefs of Denmark, bom at Hampton- court, the 24th 
4)f J^y 1-689,* and chriftened the 27th by the name 
-of Witk«m, whom his Majejfty declared duke of 
doucelter. When the King had been earne'ftly 
en&eated by the States of Holland, and the con- 
iedeitate fM-inces in Germany, to meet at a gene>- 
Ttl coBgrefs to be held at the Hague, ki ordef 
.to concert matters for die better fopport of the 
•confe^«racy, and hereupon took Ihipping.thei 6th 
of January 1692, his lordft^ was among the 
|Ket», wfco to hononr their Xing "and Country, 
waited on Ihcir fowreign- in 'that ^!d ftafon. 

When 
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' tVhen they were two or three leagues off Goree» his 
Majefty having by bad weather been four days 
at Tea, was fo impatient to go on'^&ore^ that 
taking boat, and a thick fog riling foon after^ they > 
were furrounded fo clofely with ice, as not to be 
able either to make the ihore, or get back to the 
ihip, ; fo that lying twenty-two hours, enduring 
the moH bitter cold, and almoft defpairing of 
life, they could Jiardly ftand or fpeak at their 
landing ; and his lordfhip was ifo lame, that for 
fome time he did not recover; yet on his return 
to England, he neither complained of the accident 
nor the expence. 

Oil the 2d of February 1691, at a chapter of 
the molt noble order of the garter, held at Ken- 
fmgton, his lordfhip was elected one of the knights 
^ companions of this order, with his highneA John- 
' George, the fourth eledor of Saxony, and was in- 
flalled at Windfor on the February following. He 
was conflituted four times one of the regents of the 
kingdom in his Majelly's abfence. About the year 
1698, his health fenfibly declining, he left pub- 
lic bufinefs to thofe who more delighted in it, 
and aj^peared only fometimes at council, to ihew 
his relpeft to the -commiffion which he bore, for 
he had already tailed all the comfort which court 
favour could bellow ; he had been high in oiHce, 
refpe^ed by his fovereign and the idol of the peo- 
ple ; but now when the evening of life approach- 
ed, he began to look upon fuch enjoyments with 
lefs veneration, and thought proper to dedicate 
fome of his lafl hours to quiet and meditation. 
Being advifed to go to Bath for the recovery 
of his health, he there ended his life on the 29th 
of January 1705 -6, and was buried at Wi« 
tham'on the i7.th of February foliowing. 

Lord Dorfet was a great patron of men of " 
letters and merit. Dr. Sprat, bifhop of Ro- 
2 cheller. 
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ckefter, celebrated for his polite writings, appealed 
to him. wlien. under « cloud, % the p»rt h^ Ac- 
ted in ^he reiign oT Kisjg Tames 11. and by his 
lordfhip^'s intereft preferved himfelf. To him Mr. 
Pryden dedicated his tranflatioB of Juvenal, in 
which he is very lavifli in his lordfhip's praife, 
and exprefles kis^ gratitude for the bounty he had 
experienced from* him. 

Mr. Prior (amons others who owed their 4i{e 
and fortane to my lord I>orret) makes this pub* 
lie acknowledgment, 'That he fcarce knew what 
' life was, (boner than he found himfelf obliged 

* to his favour ; or had reafon to feel apy forrow 

* fo feniibly as that of his death.* Mr. Prior 
then proceeds to enumerate the valuable, qnalities 
of his* patron ; in which the warmth of his.£^- 
titude appears in the moft elegant panegyric. I 
cannot imagine that Mr.* Prior, with refpeft to 4iis 
lordlhip's morals, has in the leafl Vlofated truth ; 

' ^or he has ihewn the pi£lure in various lights, 
^nd has hmted at his patron's errors, as well as 
his graces and virtues. Among his errors was 
that of indulging pafTion, which carried him into 
tranfports,. of which he \ya8 often afliamed j and 
during thefe litde ^xcefles (fays he) * I have known 

* Ifts Terv^ts get into his way, that Aey might 

* make a. merit of it immediately after i for he 
^ wlio had the good fortune to be chid, was fure 
'* g£ being rewarded for it.^ 

His lordfhip's poetical works have been pub« 
tiihed among the .ininor poets i749» *°^ confiil 
chiefly of i poem to Mr. Edward Howard, on his 
iacomp^ehenfible poein -called the 6riti(h Princes, in 
which his lord&tp Is v^y i»tyrical upon that 
author. 

Vofc.III. NS. 12. G Ta 
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Verfes to Sir Thottias St. Swfe, on his printing 
his play Called Tarugo's Wiles, aded 1668. 

An Epilpgue to Moliere's Tartuff. 

An epilogue on the revival of Ben Johnfon's 
play called Every Man in hi^ Humour. 

* A Song writ at Sea, in the time of the Dutch 
war 1665, the night before an engagement. 

Verfes addrcifed to the Countefs of Dorchefter. 

A Satirical piece, entitled, A Faithful Catalogue 
ef our moft eminent Ninnies j written in the year 
i68s. ■ ' 

Several Songs. 

From the fpecimcns lord Dorfet has given us of 
his poetical talents, we are inclined to wi(h, that 
aflPairs of higher confequence had permitted him to 
have dedicated more of his time to the Mufes. 
Though fome critics may alledge, that what he 
has given the public is rather pretty than great; 
and that a few pieces of a light nature do not fuf- 
ficiently entitle him to the chara:fter of a firH: rate 
poet ; yet, when we confider, that notwithftanding 
tliey were merely the amufement of his leifure 
hours, and moftly the produftions of his youth, 
they contain marks of a genius, and as fuch, he is 
celebrated by Dryden, Prior, Con greve. Pope, ice. 

We fliall conclude his life with the encomium 
Pope bcftows on him/ in the following beautiful 
lines. 
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BoHety the grace of courts^ the mnfes pride, 
rPaut>n of mts, and judge of nature,^ dy*d : 
The fcoorge of pride, the fandtify'd or great. 
Of fop^ in learning, and of knaves in ftate. 
Yet foit his nature, the fevere his lay. 
His anger moral, and his wifdom gay. 
Bleft fatyrift, who touched the mean fo true, 
j\s'(hewM vice had his hate and pity too. 
Sleft. courtier f who could King and Coaotrjr 

pleafe. 
Yet Uicred keep his friendlhip, and his eafe. 
Bleft peer ! his great forefathers ev^ry grace 
Refle&ine, and refleded in his race^; 
Where other Bnckharfls, other Dorfets fhlnt. 
And patriots flill, or poets deck the line. 
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WA S iefe^tidfed trf ^ fifMlly df idb'ffifeA fink 
in the North of Ireland j we ,1laVt'ie^n in- 
formed tii^t his T;iftier 'Wisd^ari tJif Atmagh, tut 
we have Yiot met with a fr<5p*r tortflfrfiaacfh of 
this circumfiaiice ; t)ut it is o*h ail h^nds ^gf-ejbd, 
that he was the fon of h. clergy hian, knd "honi at 
London-Derry in thlTt kMgdolh, ih the year l'6^8, 
as appears from Sir James Ware's account of him* 
There he received the rudiments of education, and 
difcovered sr genius early devoted to the Mufes : 
Before he was ten years of age he gave fpecimens 
of his poetry, in which, force of thinking, and 
elegance of turn and expreflion are manifeft ; and 
if the author, who "h* Ivrbtfe Memoirs of his life, 
may be credited, the following ftanza's were written 
by him at that age. 

The pliant foul of erring youth. 
Is like foft wax, or moiften'd clay ; 

Apt to receive all heavenly trudi 
Or yield to tyrant ill the fway. 

Slight folly in your early years. 

At manhood may to virtue rife ; 
. But he who in his youth appears 
A fool, in age will ne'er be wife. 

His parents, it b faid, iiad a numerous family, 
fo could bcftow no fortune upon him, further than 

a genteel 
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« genteel educotieii. Wkcft he was ^i»tt£ed for 
ibe upiv^riky, hei was, in 1694, fenc to- Tnmt3r 
College^ ill' Dublin : here» by the pro^efe he made 
iBl his ftlicHeSy he< acquired a confiderable reputa- 
tion;*, b^ it doee n«t appear, that he there took 
hie degree of bachelor of arts ; ibr his difpofitioa 
being volatile and gijddy, he ibon ^ew wcasy of 
a dull collegiate lifa ; and his own opinion of k, in 
that (jsnf^, he afterwardi; &eely enough diiplax^d 
In feveral parted his Qomedies* ^nd other wrusnga; 
Be^e9^ the escpence of it, wittvoist any imn^ediate 
proQ)ed of returnfi, might be inconfiftent with hi» 
cirettRii1(aaG#s». The pSiee ente^ainmenta of tho 
town more forcibly attracted his attention, efpe*- 
ekiHy die diTerfions of ^o Th^atre^ for which 
he difcoyered a violent propeniion. When Mr. 
Aihbury, who- then- was ma^^ger. of Dublin 
Theatre, had recriiitefl his compffiiy with the. ce* 
lebratbd Mr. Wilks^ (lyho had for fonw feaifoas en^ 
ga^ed with Mr. Qhrfftopher Rich at Drury^Laiie, 
worn, whom his encouragement was not e^ual to 
Ilia morit) Farquhar having acquaintai^ce with him, 
Mr. Wi&s, was fooi^ introduced upon the ilage by 
his «ifans> where he did not long continue, not 
]$iake any oonfideraUe figute. His perfon was fufr 
Heiently advantageous, he had a ready memory, 
proper gefture^ and jufl elocution, but ^en he waji 
ilphsippy ilV his vcnce, which had not power enough 
to rou^ the galleries, or to. rant with any fuccefs ; 
beiides, he was defe^ive in point of aifurance, nor 
could ever enough overcome hb natural timidity. 
His more excellent talents however might, perhaps, 
have contiintted- the. player at Dublin, and loft the^ 
poet at Lond^; but for .an accident, v^ichwas 
likely to turn a.^gned tragedy into a real one -t 
The'ftoiy is tUs. ■ ^ 

* Mpiaoitt <»# Wiiks hy Obriaa, tvo« 17.3^ 

G 3 * Mr. 
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Mr. Farqvluur was extremely beloved in IrckiKtl 
baying tlie advantage of a good perfon* thaagh hk 
voice was weak; he never met with the leaft Te- 
pulfe from the audience in any of his perform* 
ances : He therefore refolved to continue on the 
fiaTC tin fometfaing better fliould offer, but his 
reiohition was loon broke by an aceidenc Being 
to play the part of Guyomar in Dryden^s Indian 
Emperor, who kills Vafquez, one of the Spanifii 
generals; and forgetting to exchange his fword for 
a foil, in the engagement he wojmded his brp* 
ther tragedian, who a6ted Vafquesi, very danger* 
oufly ; and though it proved not mortal^ yet it fi 
ihodked the natural tendernefs of Mr. Farquhar's 
temper, that it put a period to his ading ever 
after. 

Soon after this, Mr. Wilks .received from Mr, 
Rich a propofal of four pouads a week, if he 
would return to London (fuch was the/ extent 
of the falaries of ^e heft players in that time, 
which, in our days, is not equal to that of a 
fecond rate pei^ormer) which he thought proper 
to accept of; and Mr. Farquhar, who now had 
no inducement to remain at Dublin, accompanied 
Mr. Wilks to London, in the year 1696. Mr. 
Wilks, who was well acquainted with the humour 
and abilities of our author, ceafed not his ibllici- 
tation Hill he prevailed upon him to writev a pUy» 
afluring him, that he. was> confidered by all who 
knew him in a mnch brighter light than he had 
as yet fhewn himfelf, and that he was fitter to 
exhibit entertaining compofitions for the Ha^, 
than to eccho thofe of other pqets. upon. it. 

But he receivea ftill higher encoufagemetat iby the 
patronage x>f the earl of Orrery, who was a dif« 
cemer of merit, and faw, that as yet, Mr. Farquhar*s 
went unrewarded. His lord(hip conferred a lieu* 
tenantis commifiion upon him in hn own regiment 

then 



y Google 



FARQ.UHAR. 127 

then in Irelaad, which h^ held feveral years f , 
and, as an officer, he behaved himfelf without re- 
proach, and gave feveral inilancfes both of courage 
and conduA : Whether he received his commif- 
lion before or after he obliged the town with hi$ 
£rft comedy, we cannot be certain. 

In the year 1698, his firft Comedy called Love 
aiid a Bottle appeared on the ftage, and for it^ 
fprightly dialogue, and bufy fcenes was well re- 
ceived by the audience, though Wilks had no 
part in it. In 1699 the celebrated Mrs. Anne 
Oldfield was, partly upon his judgment, and re-, 
commendation, admitted on the Theatre. 

Now, we have mentioned Mrs. Oldfield, we 
fhall prpfent the reader with the following anecdote 
concerning that celebrated adrefs, which difcovera 
the true manner of her coming on the flage i the. 
account we have from 9 perfon who belonged 
to Mr. Rich, in a letter he wrote to the editor 
of Mrs. Oldfield's Life> in which it is printed in 
thefe words j . 

Sir, 

* In your Memoirs of Mrs. Oldfield, it may 

* not be amifs to infert the following fafts, on the 

* truth of which you may depend. Her father, 

* captain Oldfield, not only run out all the mili- 

* tary, but the paternal bounds of his fortune, hav- 

* ing a pretty eftate in houfes in t^aU-malL It was 

* wholly owing to captain Farquhar, that Mrs. 
5 Oldfield 4)ccame an a^rcfs, from the following 

* incident ; dining one day at her aunt's, who kept 

* the Mitre Tavern in St. James's Market, he 

* heard mifs Nanny:reading a play behi|id the bar, 

f Memoirs of Mr. Farquhar, before his Works* 

G 4 « with 



yGoOg^ 



Digitized by V -* *' ^'-^ 



tfi 



* with fo proper an cmphafis, and fd agrceaBkr 

* turns Suitable to each charader, th^t he {^dre 
•"the girl Was, cut out for the Ifeige, fox which' fhe 
^ had before always expreifed an inclination^ be- 

* ihg very defirous to try hct fortune that way, 

* Her mother^ the next time fhe faw captsun Van- 

* burgji, who had a great refpedl for the famiJy, 

* told him what was captain f arquhar*s opinion j 

* upon which he defired to know whether in the 

* pfays fhe i^ead, he^ fancy was mod pleafc^ with 

* tragedy or comedy ; nms being catfed in, faid 
' comedy, fhe having at that time gone through all 

* Beauxhont and Fletcher's comedies, and the play 
' fhe was reading when captain Farquhar dined' 

* there, was th& Scornful Lady. Captain Van- 

* bui^h, fhortly after, recotnmended her to Mr^ 
•" Chriilopher Rich, who took her into the houfr 
^ at the allowance of fifteen fhilliiigs a week. Hnw - 
•; ev^r, her agreeable figure, andiweetnefs ofvpicCj; 
' foon gave her the prefe^^nce, in the opinion of the 
'; whole towii, to all our young aftreffes, and his grace 
/ the late duke of Bedford, being pleafed to (peak 
^ to Mr. Rich in her favour, he inftantly raifed her 

* allowance, to twenty ihillings a week ^ her fame 
; and falary atlafl role to her jufl merit,. 



f Yous humble fon»at^ 
Nov. 2S>^73®** 

' CHARtKS-TAY^OWll.* 
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' 111 A« begiAfting of the yttur 1700, Farquk^F 
bovi^t hi« Conftant Couple, or Trip to the Ja^ 
bike, apoA ^at (lage, It being then the jubil^ year 
at Rome ; bat our aathor drew (6 gay, and tiry a 
Agve in Sir Harr^ Witdair, fo fuited to Mr. 
Wilks*d tistlests, and To animated l^ his gefture, 
and yirtLcky of fpirit, that it h not determined' 
wiiether the poet or the j^ayer received moA repu- 
tation by it. Towards the latter end of this year 
we meet with Mr. Pai*qiihar in Heliond, probably 
•upon hiB'military duty, from whence he has givcij 
a defcrlption in two of ^is^ letters dated that year 
from Brilly and from Leyden, no Icfs ^e than ha^ 
moro«9, as weH of tho(e places as the people ; 
^nd ill t ikird, dated firdm tne Hague he v^ry face> 
tioudy relates how merry he was there, at a treat 
made by ^he earl of Wc((more7and, while, not only 
l^imfelf, but kin^ William., and other of his fubjeda. 
were detained diere by a vioknt ftorm, wbSdi he has. 
fto Ms humofoudy delerM>ed, and ha«, among his 

Eoems, written aHb an ingenious copy of ir^ifes- to^ 
is milftrefs on the fame fubje^t. Whether l^is 
miftrefs was the fame perfon he calls his charming^ 
Penelope, in feverat of his lOMte-letters addreiled to. 
her, we know not, but we have beejn informed 
by an oki officer in^ the army, who W€^l knevtir- 
Mr. Farqnhar, that -by th"it name we affe tp' under-iL 
fktmd Mrs. OldlieM, and thikt t^e pevfon. meant hf 

Mrs . V in one of them, faid to be h«r4)edfeiiow, 

was Mrs. Vcrbruggen the aiftrefs* the fame who 
was fome years befofe Mrs. Mountfort, whom 

Mrs. Oidiiehl focoeeded, (whea Mrs. V'- > died 

fome ysacs a^D^ in c|iHd-hed) with fiogtilar com • 
mendation, in her principal parts ; and from fo 
bright a flame it was no wionder that Fai'quhar was 
more than osdina-fily .heated. The^thpr e^ >/Irs.. 
Oldfield's life Cjiys, ik^ ihe has often kcsLXd her menr- 
ton fome agreeable hours fixe fpent with captai.a 
G 5 FariiuhiU" :. 
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Farquhar : As (he was a lady of tnie delic^^, nor 
meanly proftituted herfelf to every adorer, it woald 
be highly ungenerous to fuppofe, that their hours 
ever paffed in criminal freedoms. And, !tis well 
known, whatever were her failings, ihe wronged 
no man's wife ; nor bad an huiband to injure; 

Mr. Farquhar, encouraged by the fuccefs of his laft 
piece, made a continuation of it in 1701, and 
brought on' his Sir Harry Wildair ; in which Mrs. 
Oldiield received as much reputation, and was as 
greatly ad mired > in her part, as Wilkswasin his. 

In the next year he publifhed 1ms Mifpellanies^ 
or CoIJeftion of Poems, Letters, and ElTay s, already 
mentioned, and which contain a variety of humorous, 
and'pleafant fallies of fancy : There. is amongft 
them a copy of verfes addrefied to his dear Penelope, 
upon her wearing her Mafque the evening before, 
which was a female faihion in thofe days, as well at 
public walks, as among the fpe£iators at the P4ay- ' 
houfe. Thefe verfes naturally difplay his temper 
and. talents, and will afford a very clear idea of 
them ; and therefore we (hall here jnfert them. 

* The arguments you made ufe of laft night for 
/ keeping on your mafque, I endeavoured to de^ 

• feat with reafon, but that proving ineffedual, 

• I'll ,try the force of rhyme, aa^ fend you the 
V heads of our chat,, in a poetical dialogue between 

• You and I.' 

Yov. 
Thus images are veiPd which you adore ; 
Your ignorance does raife your zeal the more*- 

I. 
Alt image worlhip for falfe zeal is held ; 
^alfe idols ought indeed to be conceaPd. 
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You. 
Thus orJiclcs of old wcreftill rcceivM ; 
The more ambiguous, ftill the more believ'd. 

!• 

But oracles of old were feldom true. 

The devil was in them, fure he's not in you. 

You. 
Thus mailc'd in myibries does the godhead ftand ; 
The more obfeure, the greater his command. « 

'l. '■ ■ , , 

The Godhead's hidden power would foon be paft, 
J>id we not hope to fee his face at laft. 

Yov- 

Yon are my flare already fir, you know. 
To ihew more charms, would but increafe your 

woe, 
I fcorn an infult to a conquerM foe. 



} 



I am your flave, *tis true, butfiill you fee. 
All flaves by nature fbugde to be free ; 
But if you would fecure me ftubborn pfrize. 
Add to your wit, the fetters of your eyes ; 
Then pleasM with thraldom, would I kifs my 

chain 
And ne^er think more of liberty again *. 

It is faid, fome of the letters of which we have 
been fpeaking, were publifiied from the copies re- 
turned him at his requeft, by.Mrs. 01dfield>.and 

• Farqnhar's h€tttt% 

G 6 ^at 
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that (he delighted to lead them many years after 
they wer9 {^nted, as ihe aHb did the jndkious 
eflky at the end ^f then, whidi, k called a, Bif- 
coorfe upon Comedy, in iteference to the £nglifh 
Stage; bat what gives a )Het more natural and lively 
reprefentadon of our author iliU,4s one among thofe 
letters, which he calls the Picture, containing a 
defcription and chara£ler of himfelf, which we 
fhould not now omit tranicribing, if his works 
were not in every body*s hands. 

In 1 703 came out another Cb'rtt^dy, ewtfrf^ the 
Inconftanr, or the Way to Wiit Mirii,- ^MiKh had 
Tufficient merit to have procured equal fuccefs to 
the reft ; but for the inumktion of Italian, French^ 
0nd other farcical} im^errupttoiia, whidi« throdgh 
the intereil of fame, and tbedepra^red txAe o^ ethers,^ 
broke in upon the^ftaee like a torrent, and fwept 
down before them afi tafte for compofitions of a 
more intriafic oxc^lknce.' Thck- 4»reign mosfiers 
obtaitied. partizam amo&gft our own counirymen, 
in oppofition to Engliih humour, genuine wit, and 
the fublime efforts c?geai«6, and fobftituted in their 
room the airy entertainments of dancing and fmg- 
ing, which conveyed no inftrudlion, awakened no 
generous pa^on, nor filled the breafl with any 
thing great 6r manly. Such wai the pitevaleAce 
of thefe airy nothmgs, that our author's comedy 
was negTe^ed for them,, ani tlie- tragedy of Phsedra 
and Hippclitus, which for poetry is equjil to any, in 
Our tongue, (arid tHbugh Mr. Addifeh i^rofd the 
proIogvie> and Prior the epilogue) was fufFered ta 
languifh, while multitudes flocked t6 he^ the 
wan^lings of foreign eunuchs,, whofe hig^ft exceU 
Tence, as Young expcefles it, was,, 

' • Nonterife well tun'd wSlK fWee^'ftif^iait^'* 

Very early in the year 1 704, a farce called the 
St^e Coach, in the cotf^p^tion whereof he was 

jpintly 
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loiQtl^ copcetned with anotlier^ made its BrA s^PP^^'- 
ance in priot, aod it has always given fadsfaaion. 
Mr^ FarquH^ had row been aboot a twelra- 
month married, and' it; was at. firlt reported, t0 |i 
great fortune ; which indeed he expe^ed» bift 
was miferably difappokited. The lady had fallea 
in love with him, and fo violent was h^ei* pafflon, 
diat ihe refolved to JMve him at any rate ; and a» 
ihe knew Farquhar wa^ too much difiipatbd'iii h'fe 
to fall m love^ or to think of matrimony uhlels 
advantage was annejced to it,, (ha fell u|)04 th6 flVa- 
tageia of giving herfelf out for a; grciit fcrtuhe,. 
and then took an opportunity of leuiAg o^f pod 
know that (he was in love with him. Y ahlty aiid 
intcreA both ubitiog to perfuade farquhar ^o mat- 
Tj, he did not long delay it, and» to his immor- 
tad, honour let it be fpoken, though he found hM^ 
felf deceived, his ciircumilanceft embarrailed, and 
iiis family growing upon him, he never once op- 
braided her for the cheat, bht behaved to kct With 
all the delicacy, . and tendernefs of aiv indulgent 
hufhand* 

His next comedy nasied the Twin-Rivals, was 
played in 170J. 

. Our poet was po&fibd of his commiflion in. the 
army when the Spanilh e;medition was made uadej: 
the condud of the earl of Peterborough, thb* it feem^s 
Be did not keep it lon^ after, and thoHiue was not em- 
barked in that fiervice, or prefent at the difesK, 
of the French forces, and the^ conqueft of Barcelona ; 
yet from fome militaiy friends in that engagement, 
Ae Focdved fuch diinnd r^Iationa of it in tiieiir 
epiilolairy correipondence, ihat h^ wrote a poem 
upon the f«bje6i, iii which lie has made' the e'atl 
MS hew. Two Qx three yeais after it was wriif- 
tca, *tlVe impreffion of it Vvas aedicated by tlie ^- 
tkor*s widow to the fame noblemanA in which 

are 
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are fome falfome ftrains of panegyric^ which, per-* 
haps her neceifity excited her to ufe, from a view 
of enhancing her intereft bv flattery, which if ex- 
cufable at an, is certainly fo in a woman left deiU- 
tiite with a family^ as (he was. ' . ' ' . \ 

In 1706 a comedy called the Recrniting Ofiicef 
Xvas aded at the theatre-royal. He dedicates 
to all friends round the Wrekin, a noted hill 
near Shrewfbnry, where he had been to recruit 
fo^ his company i and where, from his obferyations 
01^ country -life, the manner that ferjeants inveigle 
clowns to cnlift, and the behaviour of the officers 
towards; the milk-maids and country -wenches, 
whom they feldom fail of debauching, he colle6led 
matter fu£cient to build a comedy upon, and in 
which he was fuccefiiful : Even now that comedy 
fails not to bring full houfes, efpecially when the 
parts of Captain Plume, Captain Brazen, Sylvia^ 
and Serjeant Kite are properly difpofed of. 

His laft play was the Beaux - Stratagem, of 
which he did not live to enjoy the full fuccdTs. 

Of this pleafing author^s untimely end^ we caa 
give but a melancholy account. 

He was opprefled wfth fame debts which o- 
bliged him to make application to a certain no* 
ble courtier,' who had given him formerly many 
profeflions of friendfhip. He could not bear the 
thought that his wife and family ihpuld want, 
and in this perplexity was ready to embrace any 
expedient for their relief. His pretended patron 
perfuaded him to convert his commiHion into the 
money he wanted, and pledged his honour, that 
in a very (hort time he would provide him ano- 
ther. This circumftance appeared favonnfl>le> ^d 

the 
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the eafy bar4 accprdingly fold his commiffion s^ 
but when he renewed his application to the noble- 
man, and leprefented his needy iituation, the latter 
had forgot bis promise, or rather^ perhaps/ h^i 
never refolved to fulfil it. 

This diftradling difappointment fo preyed upon 
the mind of Mr. Farquhar, who law nodiing but 
beggary and want before him, that by a fure, tho^ 
not fudden dedenfion of nature, it carried him] 
ofF this worldly theatre, while his laft play was* 
afting in the height of fucccfs at that of Drury- 
lane ; and tho' the audienjce beflowed the louded^ 
applaufes upon the performance, yet they coald 
fcarce forbear mingling tears with their mirth for 
the apjproaching Ipfs of its author, which hap- 
pened in the Tatter end of April 1707, before 
ne was thirty years of age. 

Thus haying attended our entertaining dramatift 
o^er the cqntradled ftage of his fhort life, thro^ 
the various charaders he performed in it, of die 
player, the lover, and the hufband, the foldier, 
the. critic, and the poet, to his . final cataflrophe, 
it is hext time to cioie the fcene. However, we 
ihall take the liberty to fubjoin a fliort charadler 
of his works, and fome farther obfcrvations on 
his genius. 

It would be injurious to the memory of \^lks not 
to take nodce here, of his generous behaviour to- 
wards the two daughters of his deceafed friend. 
He propofed to his brother managers, (who readily 
came into it) to give each of them a benefit, to ap- 
prentice them to mantua-makers ; which is an in- 
ftance amongft many others that might be produced, 
of the great worth of that excellent comedian. 

The general character which has been given of 
Mr. Farquhar's comedies is, ' That the fuc^s of 

* the moft of them far exceeded the author's ^. 

* pe£lations ; that he was particularly happy in the . 
t choice of his fubjeds^ which he took care to 

; adora 
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* adorn wIA » variety of cliarafteR anif incidents j 
^ Ills ftyk i3 pur^ ^nd anaf&fted, his wit natural 

* a»d flowing, and hh plots generattywdl contrived. 

* He laftied Se vices of the'age, tfeo' with a mcrcifnt 

< hand ; for his mufe was good-natured, not ^bou^d- 

* ing over-much with galf, tho' he has been blamed^ 

< for it by th^ critics : It has been objeded to him» 

* that he was too hafiy in his produ6lions ; but by; 

* Aich only who are admirers of fiiff and elabo- 

* rate performances, fince with a perfoh of a fpright- 

* ly fancy, thofe things are often beft, that are^ 

* ftru^k off in a beat *. It is thought that In alt 
' bis h^oesy he generally iketched Kiut %is owt\ 

* diara^y of a young, gj^, njfeifli fpark^ bteifed 

* with parts and abilities^ His woncs areijoofe,,. 

* tho* ndt fo grofsly fibertine, as fome other wita 
' of his time» and leave not fo pernicious impref- 
*' iims oir the imagination as other figures of 

* the like kind more fixongTy fUmpt by indelicate: 

* and heavier hands** 

Me feemi to have been a man ot a genius 
xaAer %rig^t)y than great, rather flowery than, 
iblid^ his cpmedies are diverting, becaufe his. 
characters are natural, and fuch as we frequently 
meet with ; but he ha^ ufed no art in drawing 
them^ nor does there appear any fotce of thioking 
in his performaa^ces^ or any deep penetration inta 
nature ; but rather a fuperficial view, jdeafant e* 
1109^ to the 4?}re^ thoBgh oipable of leaving no great 
impeffion on the mind. He drew his ohKrvations 
chiefly from thofe he coaverfal with, and has feldom 
given any additional heightening, or indelible marks 
to his charafters -, which was the peculiar exeeUence 
^it Sh.akis%eai:;, lohnfon^ and Congreve. 

Had he lived to have ga^iea av more general 
]^i?9wled|B9 of life* o;: !haa his circumf{aBcea not 

,•:-•* * Memoifs, ubi. fupra, 

been- 
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been ftraitened, and fo prevented his mingling with 
perfons of rank> We might have feen his plays 
embdUiih^ witK -JSiOYe iiniihed char^^erv aad 
with a more poB^^d dialogue. 

He had cenainly a lively imagusation^ but then 
jt was capable of no great compafs ; he had wit, 
but it was of {o peculiar a fort, as not to gain 
ground upon confideration ; and it is certainly 
true, that w ctpnteicKesi in gener^ owe thlfir fuccefs 
full as much to the player, as to^ny thing intrinii- 
calty excellent ip tbowfelves, , . .^ 

If he was not a man of the higheft genius^ he 
ifeems to have had excellent moral qualifies; of 
which his behaviour to hk wife and tendernefs 
to his children are proofs « and de(erved a better 
fate than to die oppreflfed with want^ and under 
the calamitous apprjcfhenfions o/Teaving^ hi^ fam^- 
l)pd^;ftit¥ite:: WhUe Tarqukar will ever be re- 
membered with pjeafure , by people of taf!e,. tf»e 
name of the courtier who thus inhumanly ruitt^ 
him, will be for ever dedicated to infancy. 
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EpwAkB Ravenscroft. 

TI{ IS, gentleman is author of eleven plaj^, 
which gives him a kind of right to be 
named in this colleftion. Some have been of a- 
pihion^ he was a poet of a low rate, others that he 
was only a wit coUedor ; be this as it may^ he 
ac<^uircd fome diftinflibn by the vigorous oppo- 
fiction he made to Dryden : And having chdfen fo 
powerful an antagoniH, he has acqnired more ho- 
nour by it, than by all his:other works put together; 
he accufes Dry den bt plagfary, and treat* Mm 
fcverely. 

Mr. Dryden, indeed, had firll attacked his Mama- 
mottc^ ; which provoked Ravenfcroft to retort fo 
haiibly upon him ; but in the opinion of Mr^ 
Langbain, the charge of, plagiariun as properly- 
belonged to itavenfcroft hiM&f as to Dryden ; 
tho* there was this elTential difference between the 
plagiary of one and that of the other; that 
JDryden turned whatever he borrowed into gold, 
and Ravenfcroft made ufe of other people's mate- 
rials, without plac^g them in a new light, or 
giving them any graces^ they had not before. 

Ravenfcroft thus proceeds againft Mr. Dryden : 
' That . I may maintain the character of impartial, 
' to which I pretend, I muft pull off his difguife, 
* and difcover the politic plagiary that lurks under 

• it. 
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'it. I know he has endeavoured to fliew himfelf 
' mafter of the art of fwift lyriongf and W9uld per- 
' fuade the world that what he writes is extempore 

* wit, carrente calasio.. But I doubt not- to mew 

* that tho' he would be thought to imitate the iilk 
' worm that fpins its webb from its own bowels , 
' vet I (hall make him appear lifa^e the leech that 

* lives upon the blood of men, drawn from the 
' £ums, and when he is rnbbed. with .(a!|t, ; fpues it 
' up again. T^o- prove this, ^ fhall only give an 
*• account of his plays, an^ by that Uttle of my 
' own knowledge, that .( U^all xiiicovei-f . it wil| 

* be* manifefl, that this rickety poet, (tho' of fo ma- 

* ny years) cannot go without others ailiflance ; 
•• for take* this prophecy from your humble icr- 
' vant, or Mr. Ravenfcrcft's Mamaittouchi» whichf 
*'you pleale, , ; .: ' . . ? 

\ Wl\en once our poetics tranflatiAg vein is pi^ft, t 
'. JFrpm himi you can't expc^ new, plays, in hai^. 

Thus far Mr. Ravenfcroft has cenfured Dryden ; 
and Langbain, in order to prove him guilty of 
the fame poetical depredation, has been indujlrious 
to trace the plots of his plays, and the iimilaiity of 
his chancers with thofe of other dramatic poets ; 
but as we ihoutd reclcon it iedipus to follow- nim in 
this manner^ we (hall only in genera^ take notice of 
thofe novels from which he has drawn his plots. 

We cannot afcertain the year in which this man 
died ; he had been bred a templer, which he forfook 
as a dry unentertaiping rftttdy> and much, beneath 
the genius of a poet| - . . i 
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Mk d^amatk worfw arc, 

1 . The Cardeft Lorcrs, a Comedy, sbft^ at the 
duke's theatre, 410. 1673. The fc^ne Covent-Gar- 
dcib part of ihis play is bori!OW^ from Moliere^s 
Monueur de Pottrceao|piac. 

2. Mamamoachi ; or the Citizen turned Oentte« 
maa, a Comedy, a^ed at the duke^s theatre, 4tOi 
1.67^, dedicated tp' h^ Highnefir prince Rixpert» 
Fan of thisplay h taken from Moltcre^s le Bourgeois 
Gentilhpme. Seem London. 

3. Scaramouch a Philofophcr, Harlequm a fchool- 
Boy, Bravo Rierchantand Magician ; a Qomedjr, af- 
ter the Italian manner, aAed at the theatM-rOyat 
1677. The poet in his preface to this pla^ t^^fls 
h» hav^g brought a new fort of Compdy 6n 901 
Ifift^; but hia critics veil! not aHow^any one fcene 
of it to be the genuine ofFsprinz of hb own bi:i^n, 
and denommaee mm rather the midwi^than die pa- 
i^ent of this piece; part of it is t^ken from It {fur- 
|eois Gentilhome, & la Marriage Forcd. 

. 4. The WrangHttg XJovtri 1 or tftp Biv!«bfc IWK^ 
ft^dkt a Gojn«dy, a«ed at the duJce'lJ theatre, ^tq. 
1677. ' Thispfey is founded upon OprrieiHeV Lei 
En^Etgements du Hasaerd, and a Spanifh Romance, 
called, Peceptio yifus ; or feeing and believing are 
two things* 

5. King Edgar, and Alfted^,^ a Tragedy, attedj 
at the theatre -royal 1677. Th<? ftdry istafcen Irom 
the Annals of Love, a novel, and Malmefbury, 
Grafton, Stow> Speed, and other Englifh chronic 
fles, 

6 The 



y Google 



^ EDWARD RAVENSCROFT. h* 

6. The En^iih Lawyer, a Comedy 4 a^Udattfie 
fSreiu^.fdyal 1678 ; this is only a trahflation ot the ^ 
cttehfzijsd la^n'tdmedyof Ighdramus, written by 
Mr. Ruggle of Clare-hal]> Cambridge. Scene 
Bourdeaux. 

7. "Hie L6ddon Cuckolcls, a Comedy ; a^led at 
the duke of York> theatre. This play is collefted 
fr6sn die novels df various authors,, and Is efteemed 
dneoiftihemolldivertixjigy though jpeAaps the moft 
offenrive play of the author's -, It was firft afeed 1 68^2. 
lliis play has hitherto kept potTefiion of the ftage, a 
circumftance owing to the annual celebration 6? the 
lord mayof's inauguration : Though it jteems to be 
|;rowing into a juS difeileem. It was deprived of 
Its annual appearance at Drury-Lane Theatre, in 
the year 1752, by Mr. Garrick ; whofe good fenfe 
would not miFer him to continue fo unwarrantable 
and ridiculous an infalt, upon fo refpe£table a body 
of men as the magiHrates of the city of London. 

The citizens are expoied to the highefl ridicule in 
it ; and the fcenes are loofe and ihdecent. The reafon 
why the comic poets have fo ofteii^eebred themfelves 
open enemies to thedtilens, wasl plainly this : The 
city magiilratei had always o^pefed )he court, on 
which the poets had their depenuante^ and therefore 
took this method of revenge. 

8.. Dame Dobfon, or the Cunning Woman, a 
Comedy ; a£led and damn'd at the duke's theatre, 
printed in quarto, u 684. This is a tranflation of 
a French comedy. 

9. The Canterbury Guefts, or a Bargain Broken, 
a Comedy; afted at the theatre-royal, in 1695. 
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10. iThe Anatomii!:, or the Sham Podor, a Co- 
inedy ; afled at the theatre-royal in Lincbln^s.Inn- 
Fields, 1697. 

11. The Italian Hufband, a Tragedy; afted at 
the theatre in Lincoln^s-Inn^Flelds 1 6g8y To this 
play I beiides the prologue, is prefixed a dialogue, 
which the author calls the prelude, managed by the 
poet, a cfitic, and one Mr. Peregrine the poet*s 
friend. The audior liere feems to be under the fame 
miftake with other modem writers, who are fond 
of barbarous and bloody ftorie«. The Epilogue 
is written by Jo. Haynes. 
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John Philips, 

APOET of very confideraWc eminence, was 
fon of Dr. Stephen Philips, arch-deacon of 
Salop, and born at Brampton in Oxfordfhire, Decem- 
ber 30, 1 676. After he had received a grammatical 
education at home, he was fentto Winchefter fcfaool, 
where he made himfelf mafter of the Latin and Greek 
languages, and was foon diiBnguifhed for an happy 
imitation of the excellences which he difcovered 
in the beft claffical authors. With this foundation 
he was removed to Chrifl*s Church in Oxford, 
wiiere he performed all his univeriity exercifes 
with applaufe, and beiides odier valuable authors 
in the poetical wav, he became particularly ac- 
quainted with, and ftudied the works of Milton. 
The' ingenious Mr. George Sewel, iii his life and 
c^arader of our author, obierves, * that there was 

* not an allufion in Paradife Loft, drawn from the 

* thoughts and expreiiions of Homer or Virgil, 

* which Mr. Philips could not immediately refer 

* to, and by that he perceived what a peculiar 

* life and grace their fentiments added to En^lilh 

* poetry ; how much their images raifed its fpirit; 

* and what weight and beauty dieir words, when 
' tranflated, eave to. its language : nor was he 

* lefs curious m obferVing the force and elegance 

* of his mother tongue ; out by the example of his 
t darling l^ilton-, fearcked intdtwaid^ into the 

* works 
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« works of our old Englifh poets, to furniih him 

* with proper founding, and iignificant expreflions, 
' and prove the due extent, and compai's of the 
< litngaage. For this fxumob he carefully read 
^over Chalicer and Spenier, and afterwards, in 

* his writings, did hot fcruple to revive any words 

* or phrafes which he thought deferved it, with 

* that modefty, and liberty which Horace allows 

* of, either in the coining of new, ox the reftor- 

* ing of 2iW&tiit eicpi^eiBonfi.' Odr ^«thor, how- 
ever, was not fo much enaoioured of poetry, as 
to negkft other parts of literature, but was very 
well acquainted with the whole conopafs of natu- 
ral philofophy. "He feenis ih his Hudies, as Well 
as his writings, to have made Virgil his pattern, 
and often to have broken out with him in the fol- 
lowing rapturous wi(h, in the Second Book of {he 
Georgics, which, for the fake of the Engliih read- 
er, we Ifcall give in Mr. Dryden^s tranllation. 

* Give me -the ways of wandVing liars to know, 

* The depths of heav'n above, or earth below j 

* Teach me the various labours of the moon, 

* And whence proceed th' eciipfes of the fun. 

* -Why'flowihg tides fprevafl upon the main, 
.* And itt what dark recefs, they fhfihk again. 

*' What fliakes the folid earth, what caufe delays 

* The fummer-nightS) aiid the 'flioft winter days.^ 

Mr. Philips was a palConate admirer of nature^ 
and it is not improbable but 'he drew his own 
ghara^er in that dejcription which he gives of a 
xiiilofophical and retired life, at the latter end of 
the flrfl Book of his Cyder. 

-^He to'iiis'lid>oiur hios^ 



C^l^dibme, intent on fohiewhat that ir;.y eafe 
tJQhealthy4xuNctafe and with curious feaxch 

^ £xamlne. 
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Examine all the oropcrties of herbs, 

Foffils, and minerals, that th' cmbowcird earth 

Difplays, if by hisinduftry he can 

Benefit hantan race, • 

Though the reader will cafily difcovet the an- 
poetical flatnefs of the above lines, yet they fhev^. 
a great third after natural 4c no wl edge, and we 
have reafon to believe, that much might have beeu 
attained, and many new difcoveries made, by fo ' 
diligent an enquirer, and fo faithful a recorder of 
phyfical operations. However, though death pre- , 
vented* the hopes of the wotid in that rcfpe^l^ yet 
the paflages of that kind, which we find in his 
Poem on Cyder, may convince us of the nicenefs 
t)f his pbfervations in natural* caufes. Befides this, 
he'was particularly fkiHed in antiquities, efpecial- 
ly thofe of his own country ; and part of this fludy 
too, he ^as with much art and beauty intermixed ' 
with his'poetry. . 

While Nfr. Philips continued at the umverlity, 
he was honoured with the acquaintance of the beft 
aftd politeft men in it, and had a particular intima- 
cy with Mr. Edmund Smith, author of Phaedra and 
Hippolitus. The ^f^ poem which got him reputa- 
tion, was his Splendid Shilling, which the aathor of 
the Tatler has iBlcd the bcfl burlefque poem in the ' 
Engliih -Language^ nor was it only, fays Mr. * 
ScweC * ^e fineljk of that kind in our tongue, . 

* but handled In a manner quite different from ' 
'* what had been made-nfe of by any author of 

* our own, t)r Other nation, the fentiments, and 
' ilile being in this bot^ new ; whereas in thofe, 
^ the jefl Hes more in allufions to the thoughts 

* and fables of the ancients, than in the pomp of 

* exprefiion. The fame humt)\ir is continued throV 

* the Ti^ole, and not unnaturally diverfified, as 

* mofk poemB of that nature had been before. 
Vol. III. NM3. H t Out 
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* Out of that variety of cii-cumflances, which his 

* fruitful invention muft fuggeft.to hiin^ on fuch 

* a fubjedl,, He has not chcjien any but what are 

* diverting to cy^ry. r^iwJer^ and fomc, that nqne 

* but his inimitable drefs could have made di- 

* verting to any : when we read it, we are betrayed 
^ intQ a pljeafw^ whiqh we^ c^uld not exped^^ tho' 
' at the; 4me^time thq rublimity of .the .ftile, and^ 

* the gravity of the phfafe, feejm to ch^Hiie that; 

* laughter which they prqvoke.' li^r. Edmund^ 
Smith in hjs beaupml verfts , on our Ajjihor'^ 
Death, fj^aks jthuis conp ernlng this: poem ,; , 

* In her be^.U^ht the comif n^ufe aj^eai^s,^ 

* when ^fh?^, with borrowed p^i'de the buikin; 

'"wcais/ .' ' 

Thif^ccqui^t given by Mr. Sewel of the Splen« 
d^d S'^lling, is perhan^ heightened by, per&mal 
fiien4fhip9 and . that, admiration . . whkh ^p ,nattt^ . 
rally pay to the produdtions of one .w^ love,. 
The ilile. feicms, to, be^u^na^ural for; a -poem 
wbiclij is int^ed to raife laughter .^ for tjwu,{ 
lalbourpd gravity has rather a ccuftyary influences . 
d^ofing thc^ n\ind to be ftfioup : ' and the difap^ 
pointqiept is not.fmallj, w^en a mankinds he has 
b^en betrayed into folemn thinking, in reading the. , 
d^fcriptioripf'.a tride j if the gra^vity of the .phrafo j 
cKaftilcs the laughter, the. .purjjofe, o( .tl^e .pOBj^. 
isaefe^'??d, and,itj's a rule, in ^writing to fuit.jieV 
liVguage to the, fubjefl.. Philip&'s S^endid/Shil- * 
ling may have pleaied, .becaufe,'. its, manner, w^ * 
Bevy, and we oftetx find geople of the beft. feni * 
thr,ow.a^Yay their admiration on .mo^fter?,. wbiph . 
arip.' feldom te^'b.e, feen, . and ncgl^A^ more Jregi^ , 
b^utv^ .ahdjjiuftef proportiox}-, ^' ^ 

It IS with r^fjrye we offer this..criricifm agajnflt . 
thji. aWhority ,of , Dr.. Sevyel^ aiid,^ thi,,T|tLfer ; . 
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but we hav0 refolved to be impartial^ and the 
j-cadcr who is convinced of the propriety and 
beauty of the Splendid Shilling, has, no doubt, 
as good a right to rejed our criticifm, as we had 
to tnake' it. 

Onrafathbt's' coming, to London, we arc in- 
form^, was owing to the perfuaiion of fome g-reat 
perfons, who engaged him to write on the Battle 
of BlenheiAi ; his poem upon which introduced 
him to the carl of Oxford, and Henry St. John, 
efq; afterwards lord vifcbunt Bolingbroke, and 
other noble patrons. .His fwelling ftile, it miill be 
owned, was better fiiited to a fubjed of this gravity 
and importance, than to that of a light and ludi- 
crous mitnre : die exordium of thW piece is poeti- 
cal, and has an allufion to that of Spenfer's Fairy 
Queen : 

From low and abjc6l themes the grov'Ilng mufc 
Now mounts aerial to fing of arms. 
Triumphant, and emblaze the martial aflt 
Of Btftain'sbero. . 

The ne3tt poem of our author was his Cyder, 
the'plsin of which he laid at Oxford, and 
afterwards compleated it in London. He was de* 
ternfined td niaKe thoice of this fu'cjedl, froni the 
>iol6Dt pa£on he had for the produdions oif 
nature, and' to do honour to his natii^e coulitry. 
The poem was founded upon the model of Virgirj 
Georgics, and approaches pretty near it, which, 
in the opinion of critics in general, and Mr. Dryr 
den 'in particular, even excels the Divine i£neid.; 
He imitates Virgil rather like a purfuer, than a 
fblloii^er, not fer vilely tracing, but emulating hit 
beauties » his condudl and management are fuperior 
to all other copiers of that original ; and even 
the adihired Rapin (fays Dr. Scwel) is much be- 
H a low 
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law him, both in defign and faccefs, ' for the 
' Frenchman either fills his garden with the idle 

* fables of antiquity, or new transformations of 
^ his own ; and, in contradidion of the rules of 

* criticifm, has injudicioufly blended the ferious, 

* and fublime ftile of Virgil, with the elegant 

* turns of Ovid in- his Metamorphofis ; nor has 

* the great genius of Cowley fucceeded better in 

* his Books of Plants, who, belides the fame faults 

* with the former, is continually varying his num- 

* bers froiA one fort of Verfe to another, and al- 

* luding to remote hints of medicinal writers^ 

* whidi, though alldwed to be ufeful, are yet fo 

* n\2merou?, that they fla'ttin thie dignity of yerfe, 
" and fink it from a poem, to a trea ife of ph^iic' 
Dr. Sewel has informed us, that Mr. Philips in- 
tended to have written a poem on the Refurrefti-** 
on, and the Day of Judgment, and we may reafpn- 
ably prefume, that in fuch a work, he would have 
exceeded his other performances. This awful fub- 
jed is proper to be treated in a folemo ftilc, and 
dignified with the noblefl linages ; and we need not 
doubt from his juft notions of religion, and the 
genuine fpirit, of poetry, which were confpicuous 
in him, he would nave carrfed his readers through . 
thefe tremendous fcenes, with an exalted reverencct 
which, however, might not participate of enthufi- 
afm. The meaneft foul, and the lowefl imagi nation 
cannot contemplate tlrefe alarming events defcribed ! 
in Holy Writ, without the deepefl impreilions : what 
then might we not expeft from the heart of a 
good man, and the regulated flights and raptures 
of a chriftian poet ? Our author's friefid Mr, '" 
Smith, who had probably feen the firft rudiment^ '*; 
of his defign, fpcaks thus of it, in a poejii upon his 
death. 
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O ! had relenting Heaven prolopgM his days. 
The tow'ring bard had fung in nobler lays : 
How the lall trumpet wakes the lazy dead ; 
How faints aloft the crofs triumphant fprcad j 
How opening. Heav'ns their happier regions 

(hew, 
And yawning gulphs with flaming vengeance 

glow. 
And faints rejoice above, and finners howl 

low. 

Well might he fing the day he could not fear. 
And paint the glories he was fore to wear. 



ons^ 
ncef 
be.\ 



All that we have left more of this poet, is a 
Latin Ode to Henry St. John, efq; which is efteem- 
cd a maiier-piece ; the flile bejng pure and ele- 
gant, the fubjeft of a mixt nature, refembling the 
iublime fpirit, and gay facetious humour of Ho- 
race. He was beloved, fays Dr. Sewel, • by all 

* who knew him; fomewhat referved and filent a- 

* mongft ftrangers, but free, familiar, and eafy 

* with his friends ; he was averfe to difputes, and 

* thought no time fo ill fpent, and no wit fo ill 

* ufed, J n fuch de- 

* bates ; jd by a na- 

* tural g( d unafFeftcd 

* piety, eady adhe« 
' rence 1 jferved the 

* natural th a ftridler 

* regard. member of 

* fociety o fill every 

* one of fufpicion ei- 

* ther o r difrefped. 
*. Thus , t owing his 

* virtues to the happinefs of his conftitution, but 
' the frame of his mind, infomuch, that during 

* a long ficknefs, which is apt to ruffle the fmooth- 
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* eft temper ; he never betrayed anj difconteHe 

* or uneafmefs, the integrity of his life ftill,pre- 

* fcrving the chearfulnefs of his fpirits ; and if his 
friends had meafured their hopes of his Yif^ 

* only by his unconcern in his ficknefs, they 

* <k>uld not but conclude, that either his ,datc 

* would bemach longer, oi- that he was at all times 

* prepared for deai;h.' He had long bee© troubled 
.with a lingering confumption, attended with an 

ftfthma ; and the fummer before Jie died, by the 
advice of his phyficians, he removed to Batly, where 
he got only fome prefent eafe, but went from 
thence with but: fmall hopes of recovery ; and 
upon the return of the diftemper, he died at Here- 
ford the 15th of February, 170'^. He was in- 
terred in the' Cathedral church of that city^ wi^ 
an infcription upon his grave-flone, and. had .a 
monument erefted to his memory in Weftminftcr- 
abbey by Sfr Simon Harcourt, afterwards }o«| 
^ chancellor 5 the epitaph of which was written l^ 
JDr. friend. / ^ 
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William Walsh, Efq; 

THI S poet was tbc fon of Jofeph Wa!ft, of 
Abcrtcy in Worcefter(hii«. He became 
a gentieman-commoner of Wadbkm-CoHege Ox- 
ford, in Eafter-Tcriii, 167S, when he was onily 
Mtten yearsrof age ; he left it wiehout a degree, re- 
Iked to his native county,. -and fome time i^ter went 
%p Loftdoh. He wrote a Dialtfgae concerning Wo- 
men, being a Defence of the Fair- Sax, add^eficd 
to Ettgenia, and printed in the year 1I691. This is 
the moil eonfidei^le of our aatiior's prodndliohs^ 
and; it will be fomewhat neceifary th fake ^further 
totice of it, whidh we can&ot moi^ effedloally do, 
ihan by transcribing the words of !DiydeA. in its 
coDftfnendatiosi.-^That .great critic thus cnarafierifei 
k. ' The ipevnfal of thas dsatogae, ^iti defence of 

< thjp (E^ir^Sex, written by. a gentleman of my ac- 

< qua,mtaicc, mnch fxirprifbd me : For it was not 
^ eafy ibr me to ima^ne, that one fo young could 

* hlave treated io nice a fnbjed with fo' mach judg- 
*i ment. It is true, I was nttt ignorant that h^ was 

* nataraJly ingeniovs, and diat he had improreH 

* himielf by travelling $ and from %ence I ^i|^t 
^ reafonably have sxpe^ied, that air of gallantry 
' which is fo vifibiy difiiifed through the body of 
^ the work, and is, indeed^ the foul that animates all 

* things, of this nature; but fo much variety of 
'. reading, both in antienfand inoderh anthoi^s, fuch 
';<Ugefidon of that reading, fo much juftnefs of 
^ thoaght, that it leaves no room £31: aflPeClation or 
'* pedantry^; Imayrehturetofay, are not over com - 
' mon aiiiQQgft pra&zfed writei'^s, and ireiy rSUrdiy^ar 

H 4 be 
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« be found amongft beginners. It puts me in nund 

* of what was faid of Mr. Waller, the father of oik 

• EngJifli numbers, upon the fight of his fifft verfcsj 
\ by .ih€ wits .e£ the laft . age.j that v he came out 
»• into the world forty-thoufand ftrong, before thpy 

• had hear4 of him. Here in imitation. of my 

* friend's apoftrophes, I* hope the ^reader need not 

• be told, that Mr. Waller is oiJy mentioned for 

♦ honour's fake, that I am defirous of laying hold 

* on , his memcry on all occafions, and thereby ac- 
' knowledging to the world, that unlefs he had 
\ written, none of us-all could write. My friend^ 

* had not it fecms confidence^ enough to fend this 

• piece ojxt into the world, without my opinion of 

• it, that it might pafs fecurely, at leaft among the 
^ fair readers, for.whofe ferviceit was principally 

* deiigned. I am not ib prefuming, as to think my 

* ppinipn can either be Jhis touch^ftouie, or his pafs- 
\ port ; but, I thought I might fend him baclc (k> 

* iAriotlo, who has made k the buiinefs of almoU 

* thirty j^nza's^n the beginning of the thirty -ieventli 
f b9ok of his Orlando Furiofo^; not only to praife 
VtUat beautiful part of the creation, bui alfo to 

• make a ftarp. fatire on. their enemies; to give* 
; mankind their own, and to tell them plainly, that 

* from their envy it proceeds, that the virtue 'and 

• great: adions of women arc purpofely conceal- 

• ed, ,and the failings of fome few .amongll: thera 

♦ expofed, with all the aggravating circumilanc^s 
"• of malice.' For my own part,, who have always 

* been thciir fervant, and have never, drawn my 

* pen a^gaioft them; I had rather fee fome of 
•' thejn praifed extraordinarily, than any of them 
•. fuiFe.r by detraftion, and that at this age, and at 

* tliis time particularly, wherein I find mote he- 
•. roines, th^jn heroes;, let me. therefore give them 

• joy of their new champion; li any will think 

• me more partial to hira^ than J really am, ih^y 

• can pply.faj^, I have, returhcd his bribe ;- »aiid 

' ' ' : :^ " " the 
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• the worft I wifh him is, that he may receive ju- 

• ftice from the men, and favour only from the 
« ladies.' ' _ '^ 

Tjiis is the opinion of Mr. Dryden in favour of 
this piece, which is fufiident to eftablifh its repu- 
tation. Mr. Wood', the antiqixarian, obferves, that 
thi^ Eugenia* was the millrefs of Walih, but for 
this he produces na proof, neither is it in the Icall 
matenal whether the circumftance is true or qo. 
Mr. Walili is likewife author of feveial occafional 
f perns, printed 1749, amongfl: the works of the 
Minor Poets^ and which he firft publiihed in the 
year 1692, with fome letters amorous and gal- 
lant, to which is preii^ced the following addrc£s xo> 
the public. 

Go, little book, and' co the world finpart 
The faithful image of an amorous heart ; 
Thofc who love's dear deluding pains haye 

known. 
May in my fatal forrows read their own : 
Thofe who have lived from all its torments frec^ 
May find the things they never felt by me.. 
Perhaps advis'd avoid the gilded' bait, 

• And warnM by my example ihun my fate. 
V/hilft with calm joy, fafe landed oa the coaft 
1 view the waves, on which I once was toft. 
Love is a medley of endearments, jars, 
Siifpicions, quarrels, reconcilements, wars ;, 
Then peace again. O would it not be beil,. 
To chafe the fatal poifon from our breaft ? 
But fmce, fo few can live from paflion fr^e,. 
Haippy the man, and only happy he. 

Who with fuch lucky ftars begins his love^^ 
That his cool judgment dbes his choice approve.. 
Ill grounded paffions quickly wear away ; 
What's built upon eftcem can ne'er decay,. 

H s m^ 
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Mr.' WaKh M^as of ap amoi^u^ co^^Ufiou, 
and in one pf his letters, mentio!!* thj^ee ofi hi» 
amours, in pretty fingular terms. 1 value^i (fays 

* he) one miflrefs, after I left lovii>g Her ; I 

* loved another after I left valuing hci:;^ I 

* love and value the third, after, hi^ying loft all 

* hopes of her j and according to the courfc of 

* my paffions, I fhoujd love the next after hayipg 

* obtained hei*. However, from this tijne forwa|xi| 

* upon wh^t follies foever you fall, be.plea(^» 

* for my "fake, to fpare thofe of love ; being v«ry 

* well fatisfied there is not one folly of that kipd 

* (excepting marriage) which I have-not. already 

* committed, I have been, without railjery^ ift 

* love with the beauty of a woman wh<>m I ha^c 

* never feen; with the wit of one whom I'nev6r 

* h:ard fpeak, ncr feen any thing flie has written, 

* and with the. heroic virtu.es of a woman, without 

* knov ing any one a£lloA of her, that could make 

* me thin's (he had any; Cupid will have it fo, 

* and \vhat can weak mortals do againft fo potent 

* a god?' Si'ch were th^ fentimebts pf our author 
when he was about 50 years of age. 

Queen Anne conllituted Mr. Walfh her ma%r of 
the horfe. On what account this place, in particu- 
lar, was allotted him, we know not; but» with re- 
gard to his literary abilities,. Mr. jyryifiXk 19 hit 
poflicript to his tranflation of Virgil, has aiferted,: 
that Mr. Walih was the beft critic then living;, 
and Mr. Pope, fpeaking of o^r author, thus, con- 
cludes his EiTay on Criticifm, viz# 

To him, the wit of Greece^ and Rchqc was 

known. 
And evVy author's merit, but his own.. 
Such late wa» Walih : the mufeis judge and fr|end> 
Who juftly knew to blame, or to commend.; 
To failings mild,, but zealous for defert. 
The cleared head, and the fincerefl heart. 

la 
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In the year 1 7 < 4 the public were obliged with a 
fihill pb4hum6iis piefce of Mr. Walih's/ etkitled 
iEfculafiiis, or the Hofpital of Fools, in ihiitatioiv 
oF Lociah. There is printed amongft Mr. WaKh's 
other performances, in a volume of the Minor 
Poets, an Effax on Paftofdl Poetry, witlTi Short 
Defence of Virgil, againft fome of die reflexions of 
M. Fontenelle. That critic had cenfured Virgil 
for writing his tiallbilals ih a too courtly ftile, 
which, he fays, is not proper for tl;»e.. Doric Mufe^ 
But Mr. Wdlm hks very judicioufly fliewn, that the 
Shepherds in Virgirs ' time, wei^e held in greatcir 
^imation, and were perfonii of a much, fupferior 
igurfe to What they are now. We are too apt tp. 
figure the ancient <iourftryitieii like our own, lead- 
ing a paiftful life' in poverty! and contempt, with* 
out wit, or cobraee, oi- education ; but nien had 
quite- different notions of thefe things for the firli 
iour thdnfand years of the world, biealth and 
ftrehgdi were then more iii efleem, than tl^e 
refinements of pleafure, and ' it wa^ accounted 
more honourable to till the ' ground, >nd keep a 
flock of (heep, thkh to diflolve in WintbxtntCs^ ana 
dfFenrinatiAg flbth. 

Mr. Walih^s other pieces confift chiefty of Ele- 
gies, Ejihaphs; Odes, and Songs; they dre ele- 
git, tho^ not great, and he feenVs to have. ha4 
a well cultivated, tho' not a verV extenfive,* un^ 
dei'ftinding. " Dryden and Pope h^e given thetr 
fanflioA in his favour, to whom he was perfonalij^ 
known, "'a drcumftanci ' greatlv to his advantage^ 
for had.thtVe teen no perlonil, frldidftiip, yr^h^vk 
reafon'to believe, ^eir encbtniums would hate 
been.lefs lavrfh ; at. leaft., his 1 Works do not carry 
fo high an idea<)f hiin,'^a» they haulB doflc. Mr. 
W^Hh dicd^afcottt &q y cicr 1 7 i p; " .; ; 
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(Written by R.S.»> 

ALMOST eVery circuihUance f elating to the 
life of this' celebrated adlor, is expofeoto dif;- 
puce^ and his manner of dril; coming oxi the flage, asr 
well as' the aftion of his younger years have beeoi 
controverted;. He was fon of Mr. Betterton, under- 
cook to'king Charles the IE, and wa^ born inTothill- 
dreet Wettiaiinfter, fome time in the year. 16^5,. 
Having received the rudiments of a genteel educa- 
tion, and difcovering a great propehficy to books, it 
was once propoTed he iliould have beeii educated to. 
ibme learned profefiibh ; "but the violence and con- 
fafion of the times putting this out of the power of 
his family, he was at his own requeft bound appren- 
tice to a book feller, one Mr. Holden, a man of 
fome eminence, and then happy in tlie friendship of 
Sir William Davenaut. In the year. 1.656 it is pror 
bable Mr. Betterton made his iirft appearance on the* 
ftage, under the diredion of Sir William, at the: 
Ppera-houfe in Charter houfe-yard. It isfaid, that 
going frequently to the ftage about his matter's bufi- 
ncfs, gave Betterton the fir ft" notion of it,, who Ihewed^ 
fuch indications of a theatrical genius^ that Sir 
William readily accepted him as a performer. Ira- 
medjately after the reftoradon two diftin£l compa- 

. 1* Mi;..Theop^fn3 Cibber being afiout to publl/b (in a- work 
entir^iV undertaken by hup&lf/ the Lives and GJuraOer&of ^ 
our Einincnt Aclor» and Aftrefics', from Shakefpear to the 
^.viznt time ; leaves to the other Gentlemen concerned in this: 
colleclionj the accounts of fome players who could not be 
omitted herein, as Poets. 
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nics were formed by royal authority ; . the firfl in- 
virtue of a patent granted to Henry Killegrew, Efq; 
called the king's comjpany, the other in virtue of > 
patent granted to Sir, William Datrenant, whic^ 
was ililed the duke's company *. The former aded 
at the theatre royal in Drary-Iane, the other 4^ 
that in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. In order that the 
theatres might be decorated to the utmod advantage^ 
and war.t none of the embelliOiments ufed abroad, 
Mr. Betcerton, by command of Charles IJ. went to 
Paris, to take a view of the French ftage, that he 
might ihe better judge what would contribute ta 
the improvement of our own. Upon his returiv 
Mr. Betterton introduced moving fcenes intp our 
theatre, which before had the flage only hung with 
tapeflry. The fcenes no doubt help the reprefentar 
tion, by giving the fpedlator a view of the plac©^ 
and increafe the diflrefs, by making the decepcioR 
more powerful, and afHidting the mind with greater 
fenfibility. The theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Field» 
being very inconvenient, another was built for them 
in Dor fet- Garden, called the duke's theatre, to 
which they removed and followed their profefiioa 
with great fuccefs, during all that reign of pleafure. 
The flage at this time was fo much the care of 
the ftate, that when any difpqtes arofe, they were 
generally decided by his majeHy himfelf or the duke 
of Vork, and frequently canvaffed in the circle. 
Mr.jCibber ailigns very good reafons, why at this 
time, theatrical amufemcnts were famuch in vogue ^ 
the fird: is, that after a long ec]jpfe of gallantry 
during the rage of the civil war, people returned to it 
with double ardour ; the next is« that women were 
then introduced on the ^ge, their parts ibra»erly 
being fupplied by boys, or effeminate young men, 
of which the famous KynaHon poxTeiTed the capital 

Sarta. Whenany art is carried to perfeftion, it fel- 
om happens, that at that particular period^ the 
♦ Gibber's Apology. 
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f ro€cs sQ^ng from it are high ; and at this Aini tire 
advantages of playing were very inconfiderable : 
Mr. Hart the greateft performer at the king's thea*- 
tre, had but three pounds a week, and Mr. Better* 
Ion, then but vonng, y^ry probably had not (o rnach^ 
Ittod befidesi^ benefits then were things unheard of» 
In 1670 Mr. Betterton married a gentlewoman 
On the fanie ftage, one Mrs. Saonderfon, who ex- 
celled as an adrefs, every thing bat her own coh- 
dtift inlife. In her, he was compleatly happy, and 
by their joint endeavonrs even in thofe days, they 
vrere able not only to acquire a genteel fubiiftance^ 
iMt alfo to fave what might. fupport them in an ad- 
vanced age *. 

After Sir William Davenant^s dfeath, the patent 
c«ne into the hands- of his fon. Dr. Charles Dave- 
liant, fo well kno^vn to the world hy his political 
Writings ; but, whether his |;enius was lefs fit than 
his facer's for fnch an adminiilration, or the kingH 
company were really fuperior to his in afling, we 
cannot determine; but they gained upon the'towri, 
and Dr. Davenant was obliged to h^ve recQurfe to 
the dramatic opera, rich fcenes, and fine mufic,' to 
ibpport the ftage on which Betterton played. The 
Dr. hhnfeff wrote the Opera of Circe, which came 
firft on the ftage in 1675, and was received witk 
fuch applauie, as gave hopes of fucceedtng in thia 
new way. The fame year a Paftoral, called Califta, 
or the Chafte Nymph, written by Mr. Crowne, at 
the defire of queen Katherine, was reprefented at 
court ; and the ladies*, Mary and Anne, daughters to*- 
the duke of York, played parts in it. On this occa- 
lion Mr. Betterton inftrufted the adors, and Mrs* 
Betterton gave leflbns to the princeffes ; in gratefnl 
remembrance of which queen Anne fettled apenflqh 
of koo 1. per annum upon her. During this time atn 
tmulation fubfifted between the two companies, and 

* Biograph. Brittan* from the iaformatlM of Sevthern. 
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ft'thcatricail wac waa {>i)Oplaiined aloud, nr wkick thtt 

tCN^iL isaped. the adyaafiagev^ by feeing the parts fw^ 
fitfjBisd wil|h the ppreater lifb. The dake*^s company 
however- maintained it's fapcriority, by means oi 
the. ncwr. invented artillery,, of muftc, machines, and 
fcencry* and othec underhand dealings, and bribing 
«f adors in the ojmofite fadlion from performing 
^eir doty. By thefe meafures, a coalition was ef» 
feSedy and the two .companies joined together, ^nd 
being, united, formed one of the perfedeil that ever 
filled a.fb^e, in i6ft2. It .was in this united com- 
pany that the merit of Betterton (hone 'with unri- 
vailed. luftre, and havinp fairvived. the great a^or» 
on..wiu)re model he had formed himfel^ he was at 
liberty to difcover his genkts in its full extent, by re* 
placing many of them.widx advantage in thefe very 
charad\ers$^in.which» during their life-times, they, 
had been. thought inimitable; and all who have a 
tafte. for fcenical entertainments cannot but thank 
the prefent laure^t, for preferving for < theM 
fo lively a portrait of Betterton, and painting him 
in.fo true a light, that without the imputation of 
blind adt^lation, he may be jufUy itiled the Britifii 
Rofcins. / 

This account is. too important and pifbirefqne ta 
be here .omitted ; and it would be an ilijery to Bet-, 
tecton not to Ihew him in that commanding light, id 
which the beft judge of that fpedes of excellence 
has placed him* 

'' Betterton was an adlor, as- Shakefpear was aii 
author^ both without comffestitors ! fosm'd forthe na-^ 
tnal affidance, and illuftration of each others genius f 
how Shakefpear wrote, all men who have a tafte for 
nature may read, and know— —^but with what high-x 
er rapture would he ftill be read^ could they con* 
Qsive how Betterton play'd him I then might they 
know, the one: was bom^ alone to fpeak what the 
Other only knew t«' write ! Pity itis^ thstt the mo* 
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mentary bealutks flowing from aniixmoriioiis elocii- 
tioa cannot, like thofe of poetry, be their own re-: 
cord ! that the animated graces of the ^ ayer can live 
ho longer than the inftant breath and motion that 
prefents them ; or at belt can but iaintly glimmer 
throngh the memory, or imperfe^ atteftation of a: 
^ew iurviving fpec^ators. Could how Betterton> 
fpoke, be as cafily known as what he fpoke ; thea 
might you fee the mufe of Shake%)ear in her tri^ 
umph, with all their beauties in their beft array,. 
Tifing into real life* and charming heir beholders. 
Bat ala^F iinceall.thisis fo far oiit of the reach of 
defcrtption, how fhali I flie w you Betterton ? Should 
I therefore tell you, that all the Othellos, Hamlets, 
Hotfpurs, Mackbeths, and Brutus 's, whom yoa. 
may have feen fmce his time have fallen far fhprt o£ 
him : This fUU would give you no idea of his parti- 
cular excellence. Let us fee then what a particular 
comparifon may do ! whether that may yet draw^> 
him nearer to you ? 

You have feen a Hamlet perhaps, who, on thefirft 
appearance of his fadier's ipirit, has thrown himfelfT 
into all the flraiuing vociferation requifite to cxprefs- 
rage and fury, and the houfe has thundered with ap- 
plaufe ; tho^ the mi^uided a£lor was all the while' 
(as Shakefpear terms it) tearing a pafflon into rags — • 
I am the more bold to offer you this particular in- 
liance, becaufe the late Mr. Addifdn, while I fate 
by him, to fee this fcene a£led, made the fame ob- 
fervation, alking me with fpme furprize, if I thoughr 
Hamlet fliould be in fo. violent a paflion with the: 
Gboil, which though it might have alloniihed, it* 
had not provoked him ? for you may bbferve that' 
in this beautiful fpeech, the paffion never rifes be- 
yond an almofl breathlefs a&oniihmem, or an im^ 
patience, limited by filial re verence,^ to enquire into* 
the fufpe^ied. wrongs that may have rais'd him from 
his peaceful tomb ! and.a defire to know whata fpi- 
rit fo feemingly dlfbreit, migbt wiihor enjpina for^ 
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rowful fon to execute towards his future quiet in the 
grave ? this was the iightinto which Bdtterton threw 
this fcene ; which he operi'd with a j>aufe of mute 
amazement ! then riiing flowly, to afolemn, trem- 
bling v6ice, he made tbe Ghoft equally ..terrible to 
the ipedator, asiohimfelf! and in the defcriptive 
part of the natural emotions which the gh^ftly vifion 
gave him, the boldnefs of his expoftulation was ftill 
governed by decency, manly, but not braving ; his 
voice never riling into that fecming outrage, or wild 
defiance of what he naturally rever'd. But alas ? 
to preferve this mediura, between mouthing, and 
meaning too little, to keep the attention more plea- 
fingly awake, by a ten>pered fpirit, than by meer 
vehemence of voice, is of all the mafter-ftpokes of 
an ador the moft difficult to reach. In this/none 
yet have equalPd Betterton. But I am unwilling to 
ihew his fuperiority only by recounting thje errors of 

• thofe, who now cannot anfwer to them j let their 
farther failings therefore be forgotten ! , or rather 
iliall I in fome meafure excufe them ? for I am not 

' yet fure, that they might not be as much owrng.,to 
the falfe judgment of the fpe£tator, as the 9^lor. 
While the million are foapt to be tranfported^' wl^n 
the drum of their ear is fo roundly rattled ;i wi^ije 

' they take the life of elocution to lie in the ftrength pf 
the lungs, it is no wonder the adlpr, whofe end. ,is 
jtpplaufe, ihould be fo often tempted, at this eafy 
rate, to excite it. Shall I go alittle farther ?, arid 
allow that tliis extreme is more pardonable ^han (ts 
oppofite error. I mean that dangerous afreftati9n 
of the monotone,' or folemn famencfs qf pronuncia- 
tion, which to my ear is infupportable ; for of ^11 
faults that fo frequently pafs upon the vulgar, tbj^t 
of flatnefs will have the feweft admirers. That t^is 
is an error of ancient ftanding feems evident by 
what Hamlet fays*, m'his-ihltruftionstoth^ pl^y?i£*> 
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Be not teo tame, aeidier^ itc* 

The A£toir» tloubtlefs, is as ftrongly t)rM dowm 
toddle rale of Horace, as the writer. 

8i vis me Kere, <}olendttm eft 
Primttm ipfi tibi— — 

He that feels not himfclf the paffion he would raifc, 
will talk to a fieeping audience : But this never was 
1(he faoh of Betterton ; and it hks often amaz'd me/ 
to fee thofe who foon came after hiih, throw out 
in fome -parts of a character, a jnft and graceful 
fpirit, which Fetterton himfe]f could tiot 'but haVc 
«pplanded . And yet m the equally fliining pafTages 
of the fame charafter, hiave heavily dragg^ the fcfn- 
■tifitoift along, like a dead weight; widi a long 
loa'd voice, and abfent eye, as if they had fairiy 
forgot what they were about : If you haVe nev^er 
mttde this obfervation, I ^m contented you fhould 
ht* kilow whert to apply it» 

A farther excellence in Betterton, was that he 
epoid Vary his fpirit to the different characters he 

; afted. Thofe wild impatient ftarts, that fierce and 
lla^inj^ fire, which he threw into Hotfpur, neVer 
came Som the unruffled temper of his Brutus (for I 

' kave more than once feen a Brutus as warm as Hot- 

' fpur) when the Betterton Brutus was provoked, in 
liis difpute with Caiffius, his fpirit flew only to his 
eye ; his fteady took alone fupply 'd that terror, 
^hich he difdain'd, an intemperance in his vOifce 
lliouh! rife to. Thus, with a fettled dignitv of con- 

' Wtnpt, like an unheeding rock, he repelled upon 
himfelf the foatn df Coffins. Perhaps the vtely 
.Words of Shak|5fjj<ar wiH better let you into iny 
loeaniDg: 
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Maft I eive way, and room, to your rafh choler ? 
I' Shall I be frighted when a m^dmaa flaxen I ^ . 

AndaHtcIe afler. 

There is no terror, Ca£ias, in your looks'! M. 

Not but, in fome part of this fcene, where he nn 
proaches Cafllus, his temper is not under this fo^- 
preffion, but opens into that warmth which becomes 
a man of virtue ; yet this is that hady fpark of anger, 
<iiiich Brutus himfelf endeavours to cxcufe. 

But with whatever ftrength of nature We iec the 
^oet fliew, at once, the philosopher and -the heroe^ 
j^et the image of the amor's excellence will be ftili 
imperfeA to ^ou, unlefs language cou'd put OQkxu^ 
in our words to paint the voice with. 
* £t fi vis (imilem pingere, pinge fonun, isenjom- 
ih^an impoflibility.^ The moH that a Vandyke Can 
arrive at, is to make his portraits of great perfons 
ftem tQ think ; a Shakefpear goes farther ye(» and 
tells you what his pi£lures. thought i a Betterton &efk 
beyond 'em both, and calls them from the gfave, to 
breathe, and be themfelves again, in feature^ fpeoch^ 
and motion. When the ikilful ador (hews you all 
thefe powers ^nited, he gratifies at once yowr eye» 
ybor ear, and your underftanding. To conceive thie 

Eleafure riling from fuch Harmony, you muft hxrm 
ten prefentat it I 'tis not to be told you !"' 

Thus was Betterton happy m his fortune, in the 
notice of his foyereign, in his fame and c Wft^er, 
and in a general refpe^ of all ranks of life j thus 
happy might lie have continued, had he not been 
P^rmaded to attempt becoming rich, and unlackihr' 
engaged in a fcheme that fwept away all his caDitai, 
and left him in real difbeis. This accident feU ooC 
in' 1692 1 aud is of too paxtiaUar s^k4A4.to pai^-ua* 
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noticed. Mr. Betterton had a great many friend* 
amongil the wealthy traders in the city, and fo 
amiable was his private life, that all who knew Him 
were concerned, and intereded in his fuccefs : A- 
mongft thefe, there was a gentlenian, whofe name 
the author of his life thinks proper to conceal, -who 
entered into the ftrifteft amity with this a£lor. This 
gentleman in the year 1692 was concerned in an 
adventure to the Eafl-Indies, upon the footing then 
allowed by the company's charter, which vefiels fo 
employed were ftiled interlopers. The proje6l of 
fuccefs was great, the gain unufually high ; and this 
induced Mr. Betterton, to whom his friend offered 
any ihare in the bufinefs he pleafed, to think of fo 
large a fnm as eight*thoufand pounds ; but it was 
not for himfelf, as he had no fuch fum in his power: 
and whoever confidersthe fituation of the flage at 
that time will need no other argument to convince 
him of it. Yet he had another friend whom he was- 
willing to oblige, which was the famous Dr. Rad- 
cliife; fo Mr. Betterton advanced fomcwhat mo^e^ 
than two-thoufand pounds, which w^s'his all, and. 
liie Dr. made it up eight-thoufand. The veflel failed^j 
to the Eall-indies, and made as profperous a voyage 
as thofe concerted 'in her could wifhy and the war[ 
withFrance being then very warm, the captain very 
prudently came home north about, and arrived fafe 
in Ireland 5 but in bis paffage from thence &e was 
taken by the French. His cargo Was upwards of ^ 
126,000!. which ruined Mr. Betterton, and broke' 
the fortune and heart of his friend in ^e city : A& 
iiordodor Radtliffe, he expreiled great concern ibr , 
Mr. Betterton, but none for himfelf; the Dr. 
merrily condoled himfelf with obferving, * that it 
'.was only trotting up 200 pair of flairs xnore> and 
* things are as they were.* 

/This accident, however fatal to Mr. Betterton's. . 
fortune, yet ^6ved n^t (o to his peace,, for he bore . 
it withotlt m«rtiMif^ and even without mention ; fo 
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far from enteitaining refentm^nt againft his friend' 
in the city, w4ip doubtlefs meant him well, he con- 
tinued his intimacy till his death, and after his de- 
ceafe took his only daughter under his protedion,* 
and watched over her education till (lie thought pro- ' 
per to difpofe of herfelf in marriage to Mr. Bowman ■ 
the player, whofe behaviour was fuch, as to gain 
the eileem of jsill that knew him ; he has not been 
many years dead, and . refie^ed credit on the re- 
ports of the excellency of the old flage. 

Such the virtue, fuch the honour of Mr. Betterton ! 
who in his private charader was- as amiable as any 
he borrowed from the poets, and therefore was 
always defervedly confidered as the head of th« ' 
theatre, though veiled there with very little jpower. ' 
"f he managers, as the companies were now united, 
exercifed the moil deQ>oticilage. tyranny ; and o- 
bilged our author to remonflxatc no them the hard* 
ihips they inflicted on their adors, and reprefent 
that bad policy ofthe few, forgetting their obliga- 
tions to the many. This language in the ears of 
the theatrical miniiVy^ founded like treafon $ and 
therefore, inflead of coniideruig how to remedy the 
mifchiefs complamed of, they bipnt their thou|^hts to 
ret rid of their nroniter ^ as if the not hearing of 
aiilts was equivalent to fnending them. It was 
with this view they bqgan to give away fome.of 
Bettertoii's^£f§ parts, to. yoongaaors ♦, fuppc^ff 
this would abate his inAuence. Thb policy ruined 
them, and ai&iled him i The public cefe&ted their 
Jiaving plays^ ill aded wh^n they knew they might 
have better, . . 

The beft players attached themfelves wholly to 
Bejtterton, and.deiired him to turn his thoughts on 
fome method of procuring himfelf and them jtrftice. 
Thus theatrical defpotifm produced its own de- 
ftruction, and the v(?ry i^^ps taken to render. Betaer. 

• '• Ci^b^rV Wfi;,/ * ' 
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ton derpcratc, pointed out the w*y for Tik' de- 
liverance, Mr. Bettertoo^ who had a general 
acqiiabxtance with people of faftiion, reprcfcnt- 
edi lis cafe to theom and at laft by th^ interpo- 
fltion of the carl of Dorfet, a patent was grant- 
ed; him for building ai new play-houfc in Lin- 
coln's -Inn-Fields, which he efiefted by a fubfcrip- 
tk>n. . The patentees, in ord^r to make head againft' 
thein> got over to their piriy Mr. WiHJanre, and' 
Mrs. Mountford, both eminent play ert ; they had i 
aiiorrf emits fromthe coontry, but with" aH the art 
of which they were* capable, they continued ftill' 
unequal to Mr. Betterton*s company. The new 
theatre iff^as opened in 1695, with very great advan- 
fsi^CB : Mr. Congreve accepted of a fhare with this 
company^ aa Mr, Dryden had fo^erly with the* 
king^s ; and the firft play they a^ed was Congreve's 
Comedy of Love fsM* J^iOve. The king honoured it * 
with his prefence» there was a large ahd fplendid 
audience, . Mr. Betcerton fpoke a Prologue, and 
Mx9. . Bracegirdle an Epilogue fuited to theoccafion, 
andit appeared- by the reception thfey met with, 
thfljt'the town* kftew hov^ to reward the -merit or 
thofe^the patentees ufud fo ill: Byt wfedi all thefe 
vaft> advantages, Betterton-s company were not ab]e 
to maintain, mis. flow of profperity, heyond two or 
threes jfealbns:: Mr. Congreve ' vitas a flow writer, 
'Vanbr»g)ii^ and Mr. Ci^er, who wrote for the 
otirar .honfe, wew more expeditions { and- if they 
did notfinifh, they atieaft writ' pleading Comedies. 
The frofjuency of new pieces^ however, gave filch • 
a turn in their favour, that Betterton*s • company ' 
with an their merit, hafd-been undc^ne^ Had not the . 
Mfiiirai0g.Bride»'and the Way of the WoHd,' come 
likereprieivea, and faved them from thelaft gafp-*. 
In. aifew/yean hc»v«ver,tit^ appearing pialtrly,' that 
wtthoiitanE9iir.fiippor^ir<>m>theiFfHciSs,'it^wasTm« ' 
poflible for them to maintain their fuperiority, 'or 
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ipdjfepQiidance ; the patrons of Mn Btttertoa fet 
about a new fubfcnption, for. building a tllejktl'e in^ 
the Hayrxs^trket, under the diredion of Sir Joh« 
Vanbrugh, which was finilhed in 1706*5 and 
was 4:0 be condoled upoik a new plan,; mMik and 
fcepeipy t^, be intermixed witktbe drama» which 
wi^ the. novelty of a new houfe, wat likeljr- 
to retrieve Mr. Bettevton'^ a&ir^., This^voi^ 
was~ kindly received by. Mr. fietterton ; but h«- 
wa^ no^ grown old^ his health and.fbenglh much 
impaired by condant application^ and h^s fortonr 
ftili worfe.thAn his health ; he cholie therefore (a^' a^ 
mutinous, fpirit^ occafioned by* difspppintmentsy* 
grew upramon^ the actors) to decline the olf^r^ 
and fo putthe whfde defign under the condu£i>of 
Sir John Vanbrugh, and Mr. Coiigreve, the latt^ 
of whomfoop abandoned it entirely ; and Mr. Bet« 
terton*^ flrength failing, many of the old player» 
dying,, aud other accidents intervening, a rettnion 
of the cpmptinies b€;came abfolutsly neceflk^^ and^ 
iboQ; after took place. 

Hitherto,. Betteston is confidered as at the head ' 
of his company, and the.afFairs of the ftage are na« 
turaily conneSied with his, a& the tranfa£):ions of a- 
nation are interwoven with the life: of a prinoe^ 
Aitcr our author reached feventy, his infirmities 
grew upot^ him gr^tly, his fits. of the goutwer« 
mo^e lading, and more fevere: His. ci|rcvmAanc6s - 
alfo, wh^h had Hot been meiided. ilnce he took up* 
on Kim the cpndird of the (theatre,.. grewmaM ne« 
ceiTitousx and aU thib Joined to^his wuFe'^ill *fts^ 6f 
healthy nv^e his/condition^nelanc^y, at a time 
when thehifi^eft.afftuence ooald.not have made thtm" 
chearfuL Yet'andnr aU thefe ptefliires^ he kiept 
up his rpiritjk and though leis a&ive, waa^ as (Gfene^ 
as ever. The public, in thoic.dayts,. had . a. <gratdfot ^ 
remembrance of the pleafure Betterton had given 

* Memoiri of VaabrusVc Uk» 
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them, and would not fufFer fo diflinguKhed, and fo 
deferving a man, after fifty-years fervice, to with- 
draw, till he had received from them fome marks 
of their favour. 

lathe fpring of 1709 a benefit was granted to' 
Mr: Betterfon, and the play of Love for Love was 
aded for that purpofe. Two of the beft aareiTes that 
ever graced the ftage appeared on it upon that occa- 
fioq, tho* they had long quitted it, to render the bene- 
fit more advantageous : The part o£ Valentine was 
performed by Mr. Betterton, Angelica by Mrs. 
Bracegirdle, and Mrs. Barry performed that of 
Fr^L The epilogue was written by Mr. Rowe. Mrs. 
Braceeirdle, Mrs. Barry, and Mr. Betterton, ap- 
peared on the ftage together, and the ladies taking 
hol4 of him, reprefented his infirmities of age, 
and pleaded his ancient merit, in a very natural 
and moving manner : This epilogue is exquifite in 
its kind. The profits arifing from that benefit, 
we are told, amounted to coo 1. He had alfo a 
promife that the favour Ihould be annually continued. 

Thefe extraordinary a£ls of public gratitude had 
a proper efiFedi upon Mr. Betterton ; who inftead of 
indulging himfelf on their bounty, exerted the fpirit 
given bv this generofiity, in their fervice, and 
appeared and aded as often as his health would 
permit *. On the 20th of September following, in 
particular, he performed the part of Hamlet, with 
fuch vivacity, as well as juftice, that it gave ample 
fati&fadlioB to the beft judged. This afUvity 
in l^e winter kept off the gout longer than ttfual> 
but th^ fit returning in' the fpring, was the more 
unlucky, as it happened at the time of his benefit, 
when the fuccefs of his play was fnre to depend in a 
great meafure upon liis own performance. The 
pla^^emadexhoice of was the Maid's Tragedy, in 

* Hiilory of the fla|e« 
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iKkich he aded the part of Melantlus i and notice 
was accordingly given by his good friend theTatler ; 
but the (t intervened ; and that he might not dif- 
appoint the town» Mr. fiettercon was forced to fub- 
mit to outward applications, to reduce the fwelling 
of his feet : Which had fuch an eStik, that he was 
able to appear on the ftage, though he was 
obliged to ule a flipper. He aded that day, fays the 
Lattf eat, with unufual fpirit, and brifkne&, by which 
he obtained univerfal applaufe ; but this could not 
prevent his paying a very dear price for thcfe 
marks of approbation , iince the gouty humour, 
repelled by fomentations, foon feized upon the 
nobler parts ; which being perhaps weakened by 
his extraordinary fatigue on that occaiion, he was 
not able to make a loAg lefiilance : But on the 28th 
of April, 1710, he paid the debt to nature ; and by 
his death occafioned the moil undiiTembled mourn- 
ing amongH people of rank and &(hion. 

• His behaviour as a man, and his abilities as a 
player, raifed his charader, and procured him the 
efteem of all worthy and good men s and fuch 
honours were paid his memory, as only his memory 
could deferve. 

On th^ fecond of May, his corpfe was with 
much ceremony interred in Weftniinfter Abbey, 
and the ezccUept author of the Tatler, has given 
fuch an account of the folemnity- of it, as will 
outlaft the Abbey itfelf. And it is no fmall mor- 
tification to us, that it is inoonMent with our 
propofed bounds, to tranfcribe the whole: It is 
writ with a noble fpirit ; there is in it an air of 
folemnity and grandeur ; the thoughts rife natu- 
rally from one another ; they fill the mind with an 
awful dread, and confecrate Mr. Betterton to im-« 
mortality, with the warmth of frie^ihip, heightened 
by -admiration. 

As to the chara£ler of this ^at man in Usprofef-- 
fion, the reader need but reiled on Mr. CoUey Cih- 
ber's account here inferted, who was well qualified 
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to jadge» and who, in his Hiftoiy of the Stage^ hat 
drawn the sioft ftriking pidures that ever were ex- 
hibited ; even the famous lord Clarendon, whoft 
great excellence Is chara^kenfing, is not more^ap* 
py in that particular, than the Laureat ; no one 
can read his pcrtraits of the players, without ima- 
gining he fees the very adors before his eyes, their 
air, their attitudes, their gefticolations. 

Mr. Betterton was a man of great ftody and 
application ; and, with refped to the fubjeSa that 
employed his attention, he was as much, a mafter of 
them as any man. He wa» an excellent critic, more 
efpecially on Shakefjpear, andFietcher. Mr. kowe, 
who was a good judge, and alfo iludied the, fame 
avtivors with deep attention, gives this tefttmony in 
his favour, and celebrates, in the warmeft manner, 
Betterton's critical abilities. His^ knowledge, of 
Shakefpear^s merit, gave him fo (bong, and fo perJFed 
an efteem for him, tiiat he made a pilgnmage into 
Staffbrddkife to vifit Ins tomb, and to cofled whatever 
paidcalura tradition might have pieferved in rela- 
tion to his hiilory ; and thefe he freely communi- 
cated to the fame friend, who candidly acknow- 
ledges, that the Memoirs of Shakefpear^s Life he 
puhliihed, were the produce of that journey, and 
freely beiiawed upon hitn by the cotle^^or. Mr. 
Booths who knew him only in his decline, fre^ 
quently made naention of hivc^ and faid, he 
never faw him eithn* oi^ or on the ftage, with- 
out leamlim fomething ^om kim; he fiequently 
obferved, thti Mn -JBetteiton was no ador, oiit he 
put on his part with his clothes, and was the very 
man he undertook to bei *tiU the ptapr was over, 
and nothing more. So exa^l was he m following 
nature, that the look of furprize he aiTumed in the ' 
charaifter of Hamtec fo aftosKhed Booth (when he 
firft perfonated the Ghoft) as to difable him tor • 
fom'e momehts f^om. gpfara; on. He was fo com- 
municatrire, that iii the moftCipitdpartSi hd would 
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enter into the grounds of his adion, and explain, . 
the principlc,s. of his art. He was an admirable 
mafter of. the aflion of the flaee» cpniidered as in- 
dependent of fentiment ; and knew perfc£Uy the • 
cpnnedion, and bufinefs of the fcenes, fo. as 4a 
attra(^» preferve, and fatisfy the attention of aa 
audience : An art extremely necefTary to an SiGtor, 
and very difficult to be attained. 

What demonflrated hb thorough ikill in dramatic 
entertainments^ wa$» his own performance, which • 
was fufficientto eflabliih a hieh reptttation,independ- 
ent of his bdier merit. As ne had the happinefs to - 
pafs through life without reproach, a felicity few at* . 
tain, fo be was equally happy in the choice of a 
wife, with whom he fpent his days in domeftic 
quiet, - though tliey were of very di&rent tempers i 
he was naturally gav and chearful, (he of a me- 
landjioly .referyed diipoiitioa. She was fo Urongly 
affe£led l>y his death, which was, in fome meafure, 
fudden, that ihe ran diHraded, tho^ (he appeared 
rather a prudent and-conftant, than a, fond ai^ 
paflionate wife : She 'was a great ornament to the 
ilage, and her death, which happened foou after, 
was a public lofs. 

This Laur^at, in his Apology, thus charaderifes 
her: ' She was, fays he, though far advanced in < 

* years, fo great a miflrefs of nature, that even Mrs, 
' ^arry,' who a£l^ Lady Macbeth after her, could 
' not in that part, with all her fuperior fh-ength, and 
' melody of voice, throw out thoie quick and carelefs 

* ftrbkes of terror, from the diforder of a guilty mind» 
« which the other gave us, with a facility in her 

< manner that renckred them at once tremendous 

< and delightful. Time could not impair her ikilU 
^ though It brought her perfon to decay : ihe was 

* b the laft'the admiration of all true judg^ of ^ 
' iaature^ and lovers of Shakefpear, inwhofeplnys 

* ihe duefly excelled, and without a rival, when 
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* fhe quitted the ftage, feveral good aftreffes were 

* the better for her inftruftion. She was' d woman 
' of an unblexnifhed and fober life, and l^ad the 

* honour to teach Queen Anne, when Princefs, the 

* part of Semandra in Mithridates, * which fh« 

* adcd at court in Jting Charles's time. After 
**the death of Mr. Betterton, that Princefs, when 

* Queen, ordered her a pcnfion for life, but (be 

* liv^d not to receive more than the firft h^lf year 

* of it.' Thus we have feen, that it is not at all 
impoffible for perfons of real worth, to transfer a 
reputation acquired on the .ftage", to th^ charaders ' 
they poflefs in real life, and it ofteu happens, as') 
in the words of the poet, ' / { 

That fcenic virtue forms the rifing age. 

And truth difplays her radiance from theftage. 

The following are Mr. Bcttcrtoa's dramatic ' 

works; ' --^ [ 

1. Tke Woman made a Juftice ; a Comedy. 

2. The Unjuft Judge, or Appius and Virginia j 
a Tragedy, written originally by Mr. John Weblter, 
an old poet, who lived in the reign of James I. 
It was altered only by Mr. Betteiton, who was fo 
cautious, and referved upon this head, that it was 
by accident the facl was known; at leaft-writh 
certainty. 

J. The Amorous Widow, or the Wanton Wife, 
a Play, written on the plan of Moliere's George 
Dandin. The Amorous Widow has an under-plot 
interwoven, to accommodate the piece to the pre- 
vailing Englifh tafte. Is was aded with great [ 
applaufc, but Mr. Betterton, during his life^ 
could never be induced to publiih it ; fo that it ' 
caine into the world as a pofthumous perfcfrmancej 

The 
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The chief merit of this, and his other pieces, 
lies in the exa£l difpoiition of the fcenes ; their 
juilferigthy great propriety, and natural coanexions ; 
land of how great confequence this is to the fate of 
either tragedy or comedy, may be learned Trom aH. 
Banks's plays, which, though they have nothing 
elfe to recommend them, yet never fail to move an 
audience, much more than fome juftly eHeemed 
fuperior. Who ever faw Banks's earl of Effex re- 
prefented without tears ; how few bellow them 
Icpon.the Cato of Addifon. 

Befides thefe pieces, Betterton wrote feveral occa- 
iional Poems, tranflations of Chaucer's Fables, 
ajid other little exercifes. In a word, to fom up 
all that we have been faying, with regard to the 
chara&er of this extraordinary perfon, as he was the 
moil perfeA model of dramatic adion, fo was he 
the 1 moft unblemiflied pattern of private and fociai 
qnaMties : Happy is it for that player who imitates 
him in the one, and flill more happy that man 
who copies him in the other *. 

\ ■• -Wc a(!kiiowleJge a miftake, which we committed in the 
lilie of Mailoe,^ concerning Betterton. It was there ob&rved 
|hat Jie formed himfelf upon Alleyn, the famous founder of 
|)uIwich-*Hofpital, and copied his theatrical excellencies : whiclv 
upon a review of Betterton*8 life, we find could not poffibfy 
happen as AHeyn was dead feveral years before Betterton was 
horn : The obfervatien ihould have been made of Hart* 
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John Banks. 

THIS gentleman was bred a lawyer, and 
was a member of the fociety at New Inn. 
His genius led him to make feveral attempt in 
4ramaAic poetry, in which he bad Tariona fiuN> 
cefs ; bjot even wJben he met with the ^ateft en* 
fcourxgement, he was very feniible of* his jerror. In 
j^nitliDgith^ profitable pradice of the iaw, ta^nrfae 
l^e cntectalnments of the iUge ; but ii& wasifisod 
milk a diirft of lame, which reconciled to his 
jnind the manv nneafy fea&tioiis, to which the fco^ 
carious fucceis of his pli^f, and the iadigenee of 
his profeffion naturally expofed him : Mr. Banks 
joo doubt has gained one part, of his defign *by 
commencing poet, namely, that of being remem-^ 
l>ered after death, which Pope fomeiK^ere cftUf 
the poor eflate of wits : For this gentleman has here 
a place amongft the poets, while nine tenths of the 
lawyers of his time, now fleep with their fathers - 
fecure in oblivion, and of whom we can only fay, 
Chcy lived, and died. 

Mr. fianks*6 genius was wholly torned for tra- 
gedy ; his language is certainly nnpoetical, and his 
numbers unharmonious ; but he feems not to have 
been ignorant of the dramatic art : For in all his 
plays he has very forcibly roozed the paffions, kept 
the fcene bufy, and never fufiered his characters 
to languiih. 

In the year 1684 ^r* Banks offered a tragedy to 
the ftage called the Ifland Queens, or the Death 

of 
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•f Mary Qaeen of Scots, Which, h £scnis» waste* 
jested, whether ham its want of merit, or motives 
of a {K^itical kind, we cannot now determine, 
but Mr. Banks thought proper then to pabtifli it* 
In the year 1 706, he obtained the favour of Queen 
Anne to command it tp be a^d at the Theatre* 
Royal, which was done with fucce^, for it is 
really a very moving tragedy* It has been often 
revived, and performed at the Theatres, with no 
inconfiderable applaufe. 

His dramatic works are, 

I. The Rival Kings, or the Loves of Oroon- 
iateaf-aildStatira, a Tragedy, t&td ni the The- 
^tre-Koyikl' 1677, Thi^zfUiy ir ^dedicated to the 
Lady -Catherine H^rb^r^ahd-^'ehtefiy Caroled cm 
the Romance of Cailandra. 

- 2. The Defhnfaten.-of TtfOy, «:Tf!ir|Qdv/ aded 
1679.. Thil|itafinet*#ich btit indifiereilt UKC^fs. 
. ^5. \%tiie Benyed, or Anna BuUtn, a Trago» 
ifi a^d |66a. -This^f^Iay has 'bee» often a&d 

4. The Eaid of Sflter, «ir the Unhaf py Favdo< 
rk^ aAfd-^ 16S2, wiib tile yucMk golor^l i(p]^aitf«i. 
Mr. Offjfden -ivi^e die Prbbigiie, aad JSpiioguew 
Ir ^Ihe^ttaMslly expedied, that^ lia.viiig-men«» 
fioned the eaii of fiflbr by/Banks» we fiiooid. isy 
fomething of a Tragedy which has appeared this 
ye^/r-ah 4te'Thetoe"ftt Covent^Gahiett, of ;the 
MiyieiMflie, Wec«ttnot<bist af2kiiovtkdge. that Mr^. 
jmes'has improved'^ ftdrf,^a<d heightened the 
nH»d«kit-4iitthelaft'ftft^ whidi irolders the whole 
more moving ; after the fcene of parting b^ween 
Eflex, and Southampton, which is very alFeding, 
Illitllhd'S>dtilrfrs ftpoxt ike olelaiidholy eccsfton of 

Jartiflig' frott 'her huAtuidy.as (meli^ng to the laft 
rgree. It^^in tiiis^^fteBe^Mr.'fiarqrexcelisali hia 
cetempeiiMtea m tte||cly ; he IhMrflsews his: power 
I 4 over 
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over oor p«ffions, and ' bids the heart bkcd/ if! 
eycry accent of anguifh. Af.er Eflcx is carried 
oat to execution, Mr. Jones introduces the qaeeft 
at the tower, which has a very happy efFeft, and 
her manner of behaving on that occaiion, makes 
her appear more amiable than ever Ihe did in any 
play on the fame fuibje^ Mr. Jones in hid Ian-- 
goage (in this piece) does not aSe^ being very poeti • 
cal ;■ '* nor is his verfificaeion always nielliflaent, 
as in his other writings ; . ■ but it is well adapted 
for fpeaking: The defign is well conduced, the 
flory rifes regularly, the baiinefs is not fufpended> 
and the charaflers are well fuftained. 

5. The Bland Queens, a Tragedy, of which we 
have already given fome account ; the name of it 
was afterwards changed to the Albion Queens. . 

, 6. The Inncccnt Ufurper, or- the Deafhof L<« 
dy Jane Gray, a Tragedy, printed 1694. It 
was prohibited the ftage, on account of fosde 
groundlefs iniinuations, that it reilefted upon the 
government. This play, in Banks's own opinion^ 
is inferior to none of his formeVr' lilr. Rowehas 
written Hkewife a Tragedy on this fabje£^, whittl 
is a ftock play at both houfes r it is as much Hi- 
perior to that of our author, as the genius of the 
former was greater than that of the latter. * 

7. Cyrus the Great, a Tragedy, This phiy W<$ 
at firft reje^ed, but it afterwards got u]^ th4 
Hage, and was k&cd with great fuccefs ; the plot 
is taken from Scudery's Roihance of the Grand 
Cyrus, 

We cannot afcertain the year in which Baliki 

died. He &ems to have been a man of .ffiarts $ 

his charaderiftic fault as a writer, was* aiming aift 

the fablimey which feidom Tailed to degencriite'liir 

^ . to 
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to the bombaft ; fire he had, but no judgment. to 
■laiiage it ; he was. negligent of his poepy, nei* 
thcr has he ftifficientf y marked, and diftin^uifhed 
his charader» s he was generally happy in the 
choice of his fables, and he has found a way of 
drawing tears, which many a fuperior poet haa 
tried in vain. 



Lady Chudleigh 

WA S bom in the year 1656, anil Was daugh^ 
ter* of Richard Lee of Winilade, in the 
county of' Devon, efq$ She had an education in 
which literature feemed but little regarded, being^ 
taught no other language than her native tongue jr 
but her love of TOoks, inceilant indufhy in the 
reading of them, and her great capacity to im« 
prove by them, enabled her to make a very con- 
fiderable figure in literature. 

She was married to Sir George Chudleigh of 
Aihton in the county of Devon, Bart, by whom 
ihe had iiTue Eliza Maria, who died in the bloom 
of life, (much lamented by her mother, who poured 
9Ut her griefs on that occafion, in a Poem entitled 
a Dialogue between LucincU and Marifla) and 
George, who fucceeded to the title and efiate, 
'Thomas, and others. 

She was a lady of great virtue, as well as un- 
derftanding, and fhe made the latter of thefe 
fubfervient to the promotion of the former, which 
was much improved by ftudy ; but though ihe was 
enamoured of the charms of poetry, yet ihe de- 
^ I 5 dicated 
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dfcatedl (ome part of her titne to t&e ftvever ^« 
dy of philofophyy as appears ffOiiiih«rexcdieat 
efl8y», wlUch difcover an ttncoaunon deigifee <ff 
pie^y ai!il knowledge, and a noble contempt of 
thofe Tanittes whieK the unthinking part> of < her fex 
lb much regard, and fo eagerly purfiie. 

The works which this lady produced, tre» 

: *Fhe Ladies Defenee, or :the Bride*Woi9tRk 
Counfellor anfwered, a Poem ; in a Dialogue be- 
tween Sir John Brute, Sir William Loveall, Me- 
lifla, and a Parfon. This piece has been ieveral 
times printed ; the Mrriting it was occafioned by 
an angry fero^on preached agaiuft the -fair fex, 
of which her ladylhip gives the follov^ing account; 

• Mr. Lintot, fays (he, fome time fince, intending 
^ to r^pHrit my poems, -dettred-me > to permit hijn 

• to ^d to then! a Dialogue ^ I' had Wrktefi in t the 

• year fToo, on a Sermon preadned'-by Mr; Sp^iii^ 
^.aNonconformift, at Sherboume in^DOfe^tlhife $ 

• 1 reiving, for ieveral reafons, 'togmaft'hiiS're- 

• queft, he, without my knowledge, bou^t the 

• copy of the BoOkfeJIer who formerly printiefd it^ 

• and, without- mvcontont, Of0iiee-flc€[«iainling^mo 

• with his reAlution, added -to it Aeilfecondedi- 

• ti<in of my pOeiids ; and that Mliith mikkes the 

• iftfury the greater, is, his hating omitted thi 
*• EpIdle'Be^dicatory, and thfe Preface, by- wiiich 

• means he has left the reader wholly in thetlaf-k« 
^' and expofed me to ceiifutt. When it was fif^l 

• printed I had reafon to complain, bot not fo 

• much as now : Then the Dddi^ition was letl en^ 

• tire as I had written it, but- the Preface* ib- man- 

• pled, akere^ aifticonfiderably (hortcned, *hat I 
•hardly knew it to'be-my own? but 'being thett 
': pabhihed without a name, I .was the lefs con-^ 

• ceraed, but fince, notwithftandihg'tiife gr^ care 

• I took to conceal jt, it k -known -to*e«ilih0'5 I 

* think 
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? tiui4c H^f Mf^bligied, in m^ 09m defeiiof , to tako 
' iQine 'flodce of k *,* Tte omiffion of t^s Pre« 
faGc« *w]bi^ contained ism nSM^fiwer 10 pait ^£ tte 
(VnnoA, «iML<f^ve lier ir^fifiMis ,for wntii^ the po«» 
tm, lnuL'^ccafioned fooie people to imdce tll^aa* 
iBPed rreHexioDs on it: thu.pot h& bdyAup oft 
juliifying herfelf, zviA aiTarkiff her leaders^ that 
there are no reflexions in it leTelled at any par- 
ticttlar peirk)«s> bafid(M'<^ author c^ the Sermon ;, 

* him (fays ihe) I only blame for being too ^ngry^ 
' for his not telling us oufr diity tn a ibfter more 

* ^^^^"^^'^ «idi^(s, tfnd good Aiahtf^rs Ten* 

* der '#^re^ « ttindneis ; hat yirhat they are 

* vMtikihii^y adMoni^o^s «re ahvayv tak^n til : as 
' tilftlls of i^is fort otight nerer to be concealed 
< ^man $1$^ fothey^oug^c Mver tl> te ^kl as wkh 

* ^tfn irid^<ent iHftauM ; a refpedfiil ^enderaeft 
^ would' be' moftbteoinittg a xnefTen^r 4f ]^aee» 
^ ^e difeiple'^ att'ten&Ie, 'patietft, metk, eom- 

* miferating Saviour.* 

Befides this lath's poems, of which we ihall giv« 
fome account -^en Wequot^n i)p^cknen i (he wrote 
Efiays upon feveral fubje^s, in profe and Terfe^ 

{>rinted in 8vo. 1 710. Thefe Efiays are upon Know-, 
edge, Pride, HumiHty, Life, Death, Fear» Grief, 
Kid3les,^lf-'k>te> JuftitiB,^Anger, Calumny, Friend-^ 
ihip. Love, Avarice, Solitude, and are much admired 
TorTdiedilkaMy iif dbe^ftlle, "diere.belbgnottheleaft 
appfcaraiioe of fidfe wk, or a^dni eaq>feffiOB, thb 
too common blemiflies of diis ibre of Writiiig : 
they aieinotJfo^moch>tlikeexei»fionft of « lively 
imagination, which can often expatiate "-oh 'tk^ 
paflSniB, aiRd-adHoas bf men, with fatal! «^ri* 
eiice. of '^eltfaer, as tke di^nlMfate ivfult - of obfeMi. 
tions oA'the wcirld, impi^oii«d wtdi reading, iregu* 
latfed*:wlih judgment, ^fteaed by good manners, 
lad iiei{^»eiied wish foMime ^ooghti;^ «id ele^ 

f P^fecc to her Ei&yc, . 

16 Y^ted 
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rated piety. iThis' treatife i& dedicated to Her 
Royal Highnefs the Princefs SojAia, El^ftreTs^ 
and DuChefs Dowager of Brunfwick, on wiiith be- 
cafion that Princefs, then in her' Sotfi year, ho^ 
BOured her with the following epiAle, written by 
the Eledrefs in French, but which we fliall h^re 
prefbnt to the reader in Engliih. 

Hanover June 25, 1710.-/^ 

Lady Chudleigh> 

. You have done me a very grea,t pleafure in let- 
tine me know by 'your agreeable book, that there 
is fuch a one as yon in England, and who has fa 
well improved herfelf, that (be can, in a fine man- 
jser, communicate her fentiments to all the worlds 
^s for me I do not pretend todeferve the commen« 
dations you give me, but by iht elleem \yhich I 
Kave of ypfir merit, and of youif good fenfe> I will 
be always entirely ' . . • 

Your affedlionate friend 

to fervc yon, 

, SOPHIA EJLECTRICE. 

At the end of the fecond volume of the duke of 
Wharton's poems, are five letters from lady Chud- 
leigh, to the revd. Mr, Norris of Bemmerton, and 
Mrs. Eliz. Thomas, the celebrated Comma of 
Oryden. . > , , 

She wrote feveral. otbei; things, whieh, though 
not printed, are earefuHy preferved in the family^ 
viz. two Tragedies, two Operas, a Mafque, fome 
of Lucian^s Dialogues, trandated into Verfe, Sa* 
tirical Reflexions on Sa(|ualio, in imkatiofa of one 
of Lucian's Dialogues, mih feveral fmall Poems o& 
various Occaiions« 

" ... She 
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•She had long labpured nnder the ^am of a 
irhiumatirm, which had confined her to* her cham- 
ber a codiderable time 4>efore her death, whic& 
happened ^t Afhton rn Devonlhire, December t^\ 
1 7 ID, in the ^ 5th year of her age, and lies buriea 
there without either monument or infcription. 

The poetical Worka of this Lady confift chiefly 
in the Song of the Thfee Children' Paraphrafe<C 
fome Pindaric Odes, Familiar Epiftles, an^ 
* Songs. We {hall feleft as a fpecimen, a Dial6gue 
between Lucinda and MarilTa, occaiion^d byt^e 
death of her Lady(hip*s Daughter, in the early 
bloom of her youth. It is of a very melancholy 
caft, and expfeflive of the g^ief fhe.muft have felt 
upon that tender occalion. Her ladyfhip has in- 
. formed us in her preface to her poems, that ihe 
generally chofe fubj^ds fdited to her prefent temper 
of mind. * Thefe pieces (fays ihe) were.th^e em- 

* ployments of my leifure WourS, the innocent amufe- 

* ments of a folitary life ; in them the reader will find 

* a picture of my mind, my fentiments all laid open 

* to their view; they wilt lometimcs fee me chearful, 
' pleafed, fed ate, and <^aiet ; at other times, 

* grieving, complainings ^nd flruggling with my 
« paffions^, blaming myfelf, endeavouring to pay 

* homage to my re^fon, aiid refolving for the fu- 

* tare with a decent calmnefs, an unfhaken con- 

* ftancy, and a refignine temper, to fupport all the 

* troubles, all the uneaftnefs of life, and then, by 

* unexpe^ed emergencies, unforefeen difappoint- 

* ments, fudden,. and fujcprifing turns of fortune, 
*, difcompofed, ,'and Ihocked, *till I have ralped 

* my fcattered featrs, got iiefw ftrength, and' by 
f making unwearied rehflance, gained the. better 

^ f of my aiAidlions^ 'and reftored my mind ta ita 
'.former tranquillity: Would we (continues her 

* ladyfliip) contraft our defires^ and learn to diink 

• that 
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• that only ncccflary, which nature has made £> • 

• we fhooU be .ao loimr faadof mlic$, A©-' 

• noiira, qjplaafes, aad fcv«al other thiM$.> 

• which are < the junhaj^y .ocpafions ,o^iiMKh^i&^ 
« chief to the world; and dov^bthb, wero weib 
•: happy as to have, a 'trueBodoa of the dwmty 
« of our nature, of thofe ^leat thuMs ior sMck 

• we were defigncd, and of the duration and 
^.felicity^ of that ftate to whi<^ we^Aie h«icn- 
•r in^, we Khorfd fcom to .ftoqp to mean/adbion«, 
''and blulh at the tiionghts of doi];ig any thing 
■"bclo^ our charaacr.'* In this «nuifiner docs ow 
authored .difcover her feotiments 61" ,pie^. Wc 
AOwlhallTubjoin Uie fpecimen; 

DIALOG USE. 

. 'KtARlSSA. 

tp mi Xucinda 1 O my deaitft ftlend> 
*K/L^fL my aftidiofts never, nevet eni'I 
Has'Hcav'n for me, no pi^ left in jftore* 
-IWiilft 1 ! O mufi I ne'er be h^ppy more ! 
■ghilaidi^'lofs had almcft' broke iny'hear^ 
'rfom'her al^s ! I did but Iat(^y.part : 
And mulft there- rtitl "be new occaSone IR^un'd 
To try my.patiencc, and roy^pul to wounds . 
•^Muft my lov'd daughter too be fnatdv'd away^ 
W[uft !he fo'foon the call of fate obey ? 
In her iirft dawn, replete with youthful charms. 
She's fled, flie's fled, from xiiy deferted ai;ms. 
Long did Ihettruggle, long'the war maintain 
' 3ut air tK' effpm of lift, alas. I were vain 
: -Could art ;have ftyed her, Ihe'had, llill^lbeenl 

.y^tliart and care together did cbmime.': -. f 
mx, What is proofagaiaft tHe Will divine I j 

Mcihirikii 
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Methinks I ftill her dying conflift yiew» 
And the fad fight does. all m^ grief renew; 
Rack'd by conYulfive pains, ihe meekly lies. 
And gazes on me widt imploring ^ytk i 
With eyes srfaich beg i^lief, biiit ^l in irkat, 
I fee bat cannot,. cannot eafe^-her^ain. 
She mtift the burden anaiffiiled bear, 
I cannot with her in her tortares fhare : 
Wonld they were niine, afldfte'ftood tffy by 5 
Foi: what one loves, fure *t#ere trot^haM to difc. 
See how' ihe labodr^> howfhe panfts for breath. 
She's lorelv ftiU, ihe's IWe'et, -fte-s fwcet in 

death! 
Pale as ihe is, ,fhe beatitedusiloes^rtoaiii. 
Her clofiiig eyes their luftre ftiU retain : 
Like fettinguins widmndiminifhMii^t, 
They hide themfelves within the verge 6fm^t, 
She's gene, (he's gOA6, 1he'$|^M her feiU away! 
And can I, canl^any longfetTlay ? 
My life alas', has ever tii-efbme b^. 
And I' few happy eafy days have fefen ; 
But now it does a greater burden grow, 
ni throw it off, ak'd no moteTorrtJw' kttO#, 
But with her to cAlm peaceful regions go. 
Stay, thou dear innocence, retafd'thy ffij^ht, 
^ O ftop thy journey to the realms of Ught ; 
Suy 'till I come : to thee Pli fwiftly move, 
Attradedby theltrongeftpaffion, love. 

LuCfNBA. 

No more, no more let me fudi language hear, 
Ican*t, T can*t the j>iercing accents bear : 
£ach word you utter ftabs me to the heart, 
I could from life, not fi^m^Manitfa-pal'tr ; 
And wdre your tenderhefs as great as mine. 
While I were left, you would not thusTepine^ 
My friends are riches, 'health, and ^1 to nie ; 
And while the]^^re mine-I cainnot wretche^d'be.' 

Marissa. 
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M'arissa. 

If I on you could happmefs bellow,' . ' 
I ftiU the toils of life would undergo, . 
Would Hill contentedly my lot fuftain. 
And never more of my hard fate complain : 
But fince my life to you will ufelefs prove, 
O let me haften to the joys above : \ , . . 
Farewel, farewel, tokc, take my laft adieu, i 
May Heaven be more propitious ftill to you, . j 

May you live happy when Tin in my grave, j 

And no misfortunes, no affliftions have : j 

If to fad bbjeds you'll fome pity lend i 

And giv^ a figh to an unhappy friend. 
Think of Mariffa, and her wretched ftate. 
How's (he's been us'd by her malicious fate ; , - 
Recount thofc ftorms which fhe has long fuftain'd. 
And then rejoice that (he the part has gain'd ; 
The welcome haven of eternal reft. 
Where flie fhall be for ever, ever blefs*d ; 
And in her mother's, and her daughter's arms 
Shall meet with new, with unexperienc'd charmt» 
O how I long thofe dear delights to tafte ; 
Farewel, farewel, my foul is much in haftc. 
Come death ; and give the kind releafmg blow, j 

I'm tir'd of life, and overcharg'd with woe : 
In thy cool filent, unmolefted (hade ' 

O let me be by their dear relics laid ; 
And there with them from all my troubles frce^ 
' Enjoy the bleflmg of a long tranquillity, i 

Lu C I N D A. 

. O thou dear fufferer, on my. breaft recline I 

Thy drooping head, and mix. thy tears witk- j 

mine : . 
Here reft awhile, and make a triice with grief: 
Confider i forrbw brings yoQ no relief. i 

In 
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In the great j^lay of .Hfe, we nMft'net c&ufe^ 
Nor yet the meaneft character rdfde. 
Like foldiers we oar general muft obey, 1 

Mail iland our groai^, > and not to fear give ( 
way, i 

fiat go undannted on ^till we<have won th^ day . J 
Honour is ever the: reward of. pain, 
A lazy virtue ho applaufe will gain. • ' 
All fuch as to uncommon -heighths^ would rife. 
And on the winga of fame afcend the ^tes^ 
Muft learn the eifts of fortune to defpife ; 
They to themfelves their blifs mail ilill confine* 

. M aft be unmoved, and never once repine : 
But few to this peirfedion can attain, ) 

Our paffions often. will th' afcendant gain, . > 
And reafon but alternately doeS reign ;' ' " j 
Difgoifed by pride we fometimes leem to hezx 
A haughty port, and fcom to ihed a tear ; 
While griet wiUiin (till a£b a tragic part. 
And plays the tyrant in the bleeding heart. 
Your forrow is of the fevereft kind, ^ ^ ._ 
And can't be Wholly to your fool cbnfiird, J 
LoiTeslike yoiiry miy beaUbwed to mtive -* . 

' Agen'roud mind, that kilo>vs'<vhat 'tis to love.* 
Thefeaffliaions— ^^ — ' ' ' < ' ' > :' . •' 

Will teach you patience, atidthceaffeftdlkiir^ - 
To rule your paffions, and command your' wilfj 
To bearaffliftidns-with'afteadymind,- # ^ 
Still to be'cafy, pleasM, and ftill refign'd, '> 
And look 49 if you didnoinwa\pdfeh%W'find>> 

' » • •.'•-. -'MAiirs.s'A!. - '• ''' ' ' : ^•- '- 

I knoiV Lucinda this I ought' to ^o, ' .* 

• fiat oh f 'tis'hard myfrkilties tofiibArfe; * ^' . 

Kfy headftrong pafllons will tefiftahce inake," '- 

And all my firmed refolutions fhatce . ' " * "^ . '". 

I for my daughter's dejith did long prfepdrc, ' .* 

^lA hbpM I %6ald the'ftroke wi£ 'titi^i 1[>ear, 

' But when it came grief qiickly did pteVait," ' 

' And I foon found my boafted courage fail : 

Yet 
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Yet iHll I fimre, but^twakaias! in rm. 
My forrow did at length th' sUcend^nt eain : 
But Tm refdlv'd I will nolonger yield; 
fij rcalbaledy PU once more take tfae£eldy 
And there from my infalting paflions try. 
To eain a full, a -glorious vidory : 
Which 'till IVedone, I never will give o'er 
But ftill fight on> and think of peace no more ;. 
With an unwearied connce ftill contend, 
*Till death, or conqneft, doth my labour end. 




Thomas CigtT^VM. . 

TIf I^S^ gentleman was[ Imn^iear- Shesbome 
in . iXGdetflurey 9^A bred up at the firee 
fchool ia^thatftOHfiK uod^eb Mr.-C^'r a. man 

of eminent charader, to whom in ;]g^atitnde he 
mferibet o^CrOf the IdylUvi^is. of Theoaitos,^tran« 
£ated bv him. His parents circiuaftanGes not 
<l)eing iufipient to iieilDW -a - ^liberal . education 
.upon ^him, colonel Strangewaya^ -whoAfas^Jiim- 
^fdfra.ma^ fof: taJfte -^sip^ ^ikera^f,;' took notice 
oi the early capacity of Creech, and being wil- 
ling to indulge his violent^propenfity to learning, 
placed him ^at Wadhanp C^oUpge in Oxford, in 
the i6t)i,year/bf^hi8 ^^e, anno i(S75,r Wing r then 
pnt under the tuition of ' two of the fellom. In 
the yeiar 1683 he was admitted mafter of arts, and 
foon eUaed felk>w of AU-fouVs College j at 
wMcli, time 4i<e, gave- difiiiiguilhtdjjjrobfc hi* 
' claSical leajsn^igf jiad p^lpp)}^ V«pi;« t^ofi who 
. V'. "•"..* . 'were 
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were jsppointtd 4us cxanipen. Tlie firff work 
which i^^wght oar aothor into repQtafeion» ninshit 
tranflation of Lucredasy which fucceeded fo well» 
that Mr. Creech had a party fonned for him, 
who ventured to prefer him (o Mr» Dryden^ 
io point of genius . Mr. Drydcn himielf highly com* 
mended his Xiucretius, and in his preface to the 
(econd volume of Poetical Mifcellaniies thus ch3u 
raderiies it. ^ I snow call to mind what I owe to 

* the ingenidas, and learned tranilaitor of Locre* 
^ titts. I have not here defined to rob him of any 
' part of that commendauon, which he has fo 

* Juftly acquired by the whole author, whofcfiri^^t 

* meats only fall to my portion. The ways of^ 

* our tranflation are if^ry different ; he foUxmi 

* him m>T^. fflofely than I lunse done, riidndi bes 
' came an interpreter xo the /whde. poem. 1 take 

* flMKe libefi^»f«ie<}attfeit heli&itfd with.myde* 
-* jigD, which waa, t9:»abe.hjm ta pkafing as I 

* oiqld. He had. bM» lao^iFokmiunit^ aadrihe 
^ ofedmy me^od, in folo9g.a. work ;j and I^rhad 

* .ceHaioVy: taken.:his, had I mMle it:myv^ii£nei^ 
« tQ ^asflate At Ivhok. Tte pusfereike.itfaeiijia 
< jufily kis i iatid I>oin with^Mr.iEvdyidndieiioa-' 
'fcffioA:0fst, with this. additional (j^vahttig^ttoi 
' hiei> thathisirepiitadoii is Jakasdy^eftafaliflKd' hi 

* this poet; mine.isr toinodce its fortune, in. the 

* woiid. Jf 1 haTerkesjft any .where liobCbuire in 

* following' Qjar oonunon aathK:>r ; or if Lucre|itt9 

* himfdf rsvto;,be coodenned, .I.r^er myfidf «a 

* kis : ejicellbiit : aanotations, whieh 7 1 - hawe^ often 

* read,; and always widt fome pieafiire.'* 

.Many poeti of the firft dais,, ef thDiettimes^ 
addrefled .Mr;.Cieech in commendatory vcvfes^ 
which are-pri»fized to the tranflatim of Lucretius c 
but this (ttdden Uaze ef feputBtionjwas:foo& ob- 
foured, by kis fatlitigiA an arduous taik, (#kiak fcke 
fttceeftof his lincmtitta^^rempted..him!te^attemptj 
Tkis was si irimaalieii «f <fihe:wo^> of 'Herace,^ 
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an author more diveriitied, and conieqaefttly more 
difiicalt than Lu<fret»iis. - Some 'have iniihuated, 
that Mr. Dryder, jealous of his rifing fame, and 
willing to take advantage of his vanity, in order to 
fink his reputation, (Irenuoafly urged him to this 
undertaking, in which he was morally certain Creech 
conld not facceed. Horace is fo various, (b ex^ 
quifite,. and perfe6^1y delightful, that he whb colls 
flowers in a garden fo repleniflied with nature''^ 
productions, mufl: be well acquainted with her fo^rm* 
and able to delineate her beauties. In this attempt 
Creech failed, and a flrade was thrown over his 
r^atation, which continued to obfcure it to the 
*end' of.hh life. It is from this circuitiflance al- 
ledged, that Mr. Creech contraded a melancholy^ 
and moroibnefs of temper, which occafioned the dif- 
inblination of many towards him, and threw him 
into habits of rechifenefs, and difcontent. To this 
fome writers likewife impute the ra(h attempt on his 
own life, which he perpetrated at Oxford, in 1701. 
This ad'Of fuicide could not be occafioned by 
want, for Mr. Jacob tells 4is, that jaft before that 
accident, he had been prefented by the colkge to 
the living of Welling in Hertfordlhife. Mr. Bar-* 
nard.in bis Nouvelles de la Republiques de Lettres; 
tfligns another canfe befides the diminution of hi« 
fane, whidi might cccafion this difaftrous fate. 
Mr. Creech, though a melancholy man, was yet 
fubjed to tho paffion of love. It happened that 
he fixed his . affections oa a lady who nad- either 
previDuily engaged' hers, or who conld not beftow 
them upon him j . this difappointment, whacH watf 
^ wound t0"his pride, fo afleCbed his mind, that, 
unable any longer to fupport a load ' of mifery; 
he hanged himielf in his dwn chamber. Which 
ever of thefe caufes induced him, the event was 
melancholy, and not a little heightened bv his 
being a ckrs^nian, in whofe. heart religion mould 
We: taken deqpocroot, andmaintaincd^atmoreia* 
1,. lutary 
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Iiitary influence, than to fufFer him tha& to flain his 
laurels with his own blood« 

Mr. Creech's works, befides his, Lucretius alrea^[ 
dy meiitioned,_axethiefly thefe, . ' . ] 

The Second Elegy of Ovid's tirlt Book of El^-' 
gies. The 6th, 7th, 8th, and 12th Elegies of 
Ovid's Second Book of Elegies. The 2d and 3d 
Eclogue of Virgil. - The. Story of Lucretia, from 
Ovid.de Faftis. B.iu The Odes, Satires, and 
EpiQlles pf Horace alr'^ady mentioned, .; dedicated 
to John pryden, efcj; who 13 faid to have, held it 
in, great CQntempjt,, which gave fuch a fhock to 
Mr. Creech's pride. The author in his preface to. 
this tranflation has informed us, that he had not 
an ear capable of diftinguifhing one note in mu- 
ficj which, were there no other, was a fufficient 
obje&ipn againO: his attempting the moft mimical, 
poet in any language, . , / 

The fame year he publifhed his Tranflation of 
the Idylliums of Theocritus, with Rapin's Dif- 
courfe on Pailorals, as alfo the Life of Phelopidas, 
from the Latin of Cofnelius Nepos. 

In Dryden's Tranflation of Juvenal and Pcrfius, 
Mr. Creech did the 13th Satire of Juvenal, and 
fubjoined Notes. He alfo tranflated into Englifti, 
the verfes before Mr. Qgintenay's Complcat Gar- 
diner. The Life of Solon, from the Gr6ek o£. 
Plutarch. Laconic Apophthegms, or Remarkable 
Sayings of the Spartans, printed in the firft Vo- 
lume of Plutarch's Morals. A.Difcourfe concern- 
ing Socrates's Daemon* The two Firft Books of 
the Sympofiacs. 

- Thefe are the works of Mr. Creech : A man 
of fuch parts and learning, ^ccordin^ to Mie 
accounts of all who have written of him, that, 
had he niot by the Taft ad of his* life effaced the 
merit of his labours, he would have been an or- 
nament 
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nsment at well to the derictl profeffion; a$ his 
coontry in general. He well tinderftood the an- 
cients, had an unafoal penetration in difcoyer- 
ing dietr beaaties» and it appears by his own 
tranflation of Lucretiiis, how elegaotty he could 
doath them in an Engliih attire. His judgment 
was folid ; he was penedly acquainted wim the 
rulei of critidfm, and he had from nature an 
extraordinary genius. However, l^e certainly over*- 
rated his importance^ or at leafl Jiis friends oeceiv- 
ed him, when they fet him up a& a rival to 
Bryden; but if he was inferior to that great 
man in judgment, and genius^ there were f6w of 
the fame age to whom he needed yield the palm. 
Had he been content to be jeckoned only de fe- 
cond, tnilead of the firft genius of the times, he 
"^ might have lived happy, and died regreted and 
reveienced, but like C aeiar of old,^ who would nt 
therbe-thelord of alitl]evillajg;e^ than the fecond 
man in Rome, his , own ambition overwhelmed 
him. 

We fliall prefent the reader with a few lines from 
the fecond Book' of Lucretius, as a Specimen of 
pur author^s verfification, by which it will be found- 
how much he fell ihort of Dryden in point of har- 
mony, though he feems to have been equal to any 
other, poet, who preceded Dryden, in that pax- 
ticulat. 

*Ti$ pleafant, when the feas are rough, to ftand. 
And view another*s danger, fafe at land : 
Not 'caiife he's troubled, but 'tis fweet to fee 
Thoie cares and fears, from which our felves are 

free. 
^ii alfo pleafant to behold from far . 
Hixw'troops ep^ge, fecure ourfdvet from war^ 

But 
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Bat. above »ll» 'tU plcatiaiitellb to get ) 

Tjie top^ kigb plulo&pk}!, and fit 1 

On die calm* peacefiil* fburiflnag^hetd of k: ) 
Whence we may view,. deem woadnms deep be- 
low^ 
How poor, milbakea mortals, wandering 'go« 
Seeking ^e patk to happinels : feme aim 
At learokigi wit, BQbiuty» or fame : 
Orhecs wi£ cares and dangers vck each hour 
To reach the top of wealthy and fovVeign pow*r : 
Blind.wottdiedman J hi what daric paths .of Mk 
We walk tins, ikde joamcy of oiir life I 
While fragal natnse iecks for only eafe ; 
A body free from pains, free£rom difeafe^ 
A mind from^cares^and jealoofies at peace. 
And little too is needful. to maintain 
The body fo^fld in hcaldi^ and free iromi pain : 
Not delicatcsy but (ock a^ may fopply • 
Contented mtnie^athorifiy luaury v 
She asfcs^qo more.. . W)uit tho*««o boy« ofgold 
Adorn the walls, and fprightly tapers- hold, 
WhofeibeauteoBSiVs^. fcattMns •th6>gawdy light, 
Mig)it.zsiu:e^the feaft; andorerels^ol ifhetiight : 
What tho' no gold adosns^ no«9«fi4'8. fowMi 
With double fweetnefs from the roo& rebound ; 
Yet underneath a loving myrtle^s (hade. 
Hard by a pnrling ftream fupinely laid^ 
When fpring with f^ragran^ fiow'is the earth has 

fpread. 
And fweeteft rofes grow arooad ouf head ; 
Envy'd by wealth and po^v'r, with fmall ex- 
pence 
We may enjoy^lh^fweet flights pf fenfe. 
Who ever heard a fever tamer grown 
In cloaths embroideifd^o*er» ^d beds of down. 
Than in coarfe rags ? ' 

Since theh fuch toys as thefe 
Contribute nothing to the body's eafe, 

A» 
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As honour, ^^wealth, and noblenefs of blood> 
.^is plain they likewife do the mind no good : 
If when thy fiM^rceembattell^d troops at land 
^/look-fights maintain; ; or. when thy navies (land 
In graceful ranks, or fweep the yielding feas. 
If the|:i before fuch martial fights as thefe, 
Difperfe not all black jealouiies and cares. 
Vain dread of death, and fuperHitioas fears 
Not leave thy mind ; but if all this be vain, 
•If the fame cares, and dread, and fears remain, 
•If Traytor-Hke they feize thee on the throne. 
And dance within the circle of a crOwn ; 
If noifeof arms, nor darts can make them fly. 
Nor the gay fparidings of the purple dye. 
If they on emperors will rudely feize. 
What makes us value all fuch things a&thefe. 
But folly, and dark ignorance of happinefs ? 
For we, as boy« at night, by day do fear 
Shadows as vain, and.fenfekfs as thofe are. 
Wherefore that darknefs, which >o'eHpj;eads our 

fools. 
Day can't difperfe ; but thofe eternal roles. 
Which from firm prexnifes troe reafon draws, 
And a deep infight into nature's laws. 
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Arthur Maynwaring, Efq; 

Geijitleinan diitinguifhed both for poetry 
and politics, as well as the gay accom- 
pliihments of life. He was born at Ightfield, in 
the year i668> and educated at the grammar-fchool 
at Shrewsbury, where he remained four or ^vg 
years ; . and at about feventeen years of age, was 
removed to Chrifl's Church in Oxford, under the 
tuition of Mr^ George Smalridge, afterwards 
bifhop of Briftol. After he removed from Oxford, 
he went into Chefhire, where he lived feveral years 
with his uncle, Mr. Francis Cholmondley, a gen- 
tleman of great integrity and honour; but by a po- 
litical prej udice,. very av«rfe to the government of 
William the Hid, to whomhorefufed to take the 
oaths, and inftilled anti-revolution principles into his 
nephew *, who embraced them warmly ; and oa 
his firll entry into life, reduced to practice' what he 
held in inoculation. He wrote feveral pieces ia 
favour of James the lid's party : amongft which 
was a Panegyric on that King. He wrote another 
intirled the King of Hearts* to ridicule lord Dela* 
Biiere^s entry into London, at his firft coming to town 
after the revolution. This poem was fatd to be Dry. 
den's» who was charged with-it by Mr. Tonfon ; bat 

* dldaiixan^t Life of Ma^ynwariag, 

Vol. III. Nm 3. K he 
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he difowned it, and' told him it was written by an in- 
genious young gentleman, named Maynwaring, 
then about twenty two years of age. 

When, our author was introduced to theacqotiiiit* 
ance of the duke of Somerfet, and the earls of Dorfet, 
and Burlington, he ;began to entertain (fays Old- 
mixon) very different notions of politics : Whether 
from the force of the arguments made ufe of by 
thofe noblemen ; or^ from a defire of preferment, 
which he plainly faw lay now upon the revolution 
intereft, cannot be determined ; but he efpoufed the 
Whig miniftry, as s^esfloufly as he had formerly 
firuegled for the exiled monarch. 

Our author fl.udiid the law till he was five* or iix 
and twenty years old, about which time his father 
died, and left him an edate of near , eight -hundred* 
pounds a year, but fo incumbred, that the intereil 
money amounted to almoft as much as the revenue. 
Upon the conclufion of the peace of Ryfwiok, Jie 
went to Paris, where he became acquainted witK 
Monlieur B.oileau,. who. invited him to his country 
houfe, .entertained liim very elegantly, and fpoke 
much to him of the Englifli poetry, but all by way 
of enquiry ; for he affeSed to .be as ignorant of the 
Englifh Mufe, as if our nation had been as 'bar- 
barous as the Laplanders. 

A gentleman, a friend of Mr. Maynwaring, viiit- 
ing him fometime after, upon. the de^th of Mr. 
Dryden^ * iBoileau, f3.id that he was wonderfully 

* .pleafed to fee by the public .papers, that the 

* Englilh .nation bad paid fp extraordinary honoiirs 

* to one pf their poets, burying ;him at the public 

* charge ;' and then aiked .the gentleman who that- 
poet was,* with as mpch indifference as if he had 
never heard Dryden*s name; which he could •no- 
more be unacquainted with, than our country was 
with his; for he oftei> freqjiftnted llord Monta- 
gue's houfe, when he was embaifador in France, 

and 
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and being alfo an intimate friend of Monfienr De 
la Fontaine, who had fpent fome time in England, : 
it was therefore impoflible he could be ignorant of 
the fanae of Dry den ; but it is peculiar to that na* 
tion to hold^ali others in contempt. The French 
would as fain monopolize wit, as the wealth rand 
power of Europe ^ but thanks to the arms and genits 
of Britain, they have attempted both the one and - 
the other without fuccefs. 

Boileau^s pretending not to know Dry den, to ufe 
the words of Milton, ' argued himfelf unknown.^ 
But perhaps a reafon may be aifigned, why the wits 
of France affeded a contempt for Mr. Dryden, which ' 
is this. That poet, in many of his Prefaces and De- 
dications, has unanfwerably.fhewn, that the French 
writers are really deficient in poi^t of eenius; that the 
corrednefs for which they are remarkable, and that 
even pace which they ms^mtain in all theif dramatic 
compofitions, is a proof that they are not capable ' 
of fablime conceptions ; that they neirer rife to any 

• degree of elevation, and are in truth uninCpired* by [ 
the mufes -.——Judgment they majr have to plan 
and condu6l their defigns ; but few French poets 
have ever found the way of writing to the heart.^ 
Have they attained the fublime height of Shake- 
fpear, the tendernef^ of Otway, or the pomp of 
Rowe ? and yet thefe are names which a French 
veriifier will pretend, with an air of contempt^ ne- 
ver to have heard of. 

The truth b, oar poets have lately done the 
French top much honour, by tranflating their pieces, 
and bringing them on the flage; as if our own ~ 
flock wab exhatifted, and the Britifh genius had 
failed : But it is fome fatiofadtion, that theie atten[ipts 
feem now to be diicouraged ; we have feen a late 

, play of theirs (we call it a play, for it was neither 
a tragedy, nor a cbmcdy) tran(^a ed .bjr a languid ; 
^oet of our own, received with the CQoInefs it de- 
ferved. 

' 'K 2. But 
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But to return to Mr. Maynwaring. Upon his arri- 
vaI in England, ftom France, he Was made one of the 
commiifioners of the cuftoms, in which pod he 
diilinguiflied. himfelf by his (kill and fidelity. Of 
the latter of thefe qualities we have an'inftanee, in 
his treatment of a man, who. foUtcited to be a 
tide-waiter : Somebody had told him that his beft 
way to fucceed would be to make a prefent. The 
advice had been perhaps good enough if he had 
not miflaken his man. For underftanding that 
Mr. Maynwaring had the beft intereft at the board 
of any of the commiffioners, with the lords of the 
trcafury ; he font him a letter, with a purfe of 
fifty- guineas, deiiring his favour towards obtaining 
the place he foUicited : Afterwards he delivered a 
petition to the -board, which was read, and feveral 
of the commiffioners having fpoke to it, Mr. Mayn- 
waring took out the purfe of fifty guineas, and the 
letter, telling them that as long as he could prevent 
it, that man ihould never have this, or any other 
place in the revenue *. 

Mr. Maynwaring was admitted a member of the 
Kit-Kat Club, and was confidered as o\ e of the 
chief ornaments of it, by his pleafantry and wit. 

In the beginning of queen Anne's reign, lord 
treafurer Godolphin, engaged Mr. Donne, to quit 
the office of auditor of the imprefts, his lordmip 
paying him feveral thoufand pounds for his doing 
it, and he never let Mr. Maynwaring know what 
he was doing for him, till he made him a preffent of 
a patent for that oflice, worth about two-thoufand 
pounds a year in time of bufinefs. In the Parlia- 
ment which met in 1705^, our author was chofen 
a burgefs for Frefton in Lancafhire-f-. 

He had a confiderable fhare in the Medley, and 
was author of feveral other pieces, of which we Ihall 
pticfendy give fomer account. 

* Life, p. xviii. xix« 
f Jbi4. p. xxii* 
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He died at St. Albans, November the I3th^ 
1 71 2, having fome time before made his will i in 
which he left Mrs. Oldfield, the celebrated a^trefs, 
his executrix, by whom he had a (on, named Arthur 
Maynwartng. He divided his eftate pretty equally 
between that 'child, Mrs. Oldfield, and his fiHev. 
Mr. Oldmixon tells us, that Mr. May n waring loved 
thisa^treis, for nine or ten years before his death, 
with the ftrongeft pailion : It was in fome meafure 
owing to his inilru^lions that fhe became fo fimflied 
a player ; for he underftood the adlion of the ftaec 
as well as any man, and took great pleafure to ^c 
her excell in it. He wrote fcveral Prologaes and 
Epilogues for her, and would always hear her 
lehearfe them in private, before (he fpoke them on 
the flage. His friends of both fexes quarrelled with 
him for h^s attachment to her^ and fo muck ro- 
fented it, that Mrs . Oldfield . frequently remonilrated 
to him, that it was for hie honour and interefb to 
breajc off the intrigue : which franknefs and friend- 
ihip of hers, . did, as he often qonfeflfed, but eng^gq 
him the more firmly; and all his friendi at 1 ail 
gave over importuning him to leave her,, as ihe 
gained more and more upon him. 

In honour of our author, Mr. Oldmixon ob- 
ferves, that he had an abhorrence of thofe that 
fwore, or talked profanely in converfataon. He 
looked upon it as a poor pretence to wit, and ne- 
ver cxcufed it inhimfelf or others.<— I have already 
obferved, that our author had a ihare in the Medley, 
a paper then fet up in favour of the Hanoverian 
fttcceffion, in which he combats^ the Examiner, who 
wrote on the oppoiite, or, at leaft, the High-Church 
Intereft. 

He alfo wrote the following pieces. 

I. Remarks on a late Romance, intitled the Me- 
morial of the Church of England, or the Hiilory of 
the Ten Champions. 

K 3 a. A 
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2i A TraAflation of the fccond Ode^ of the &fk 
book of Horace; 

3 . A Tranflatioii of Acfifth Book of Ovid^s Me- 
tamorphpfes. 

4. 'A Character of tliencwMintfteri,' 1710. 

5. Several Songs, Podhs, Prologues and Epl- 
'logues. 

6. There-wa« a Mantileript given htm to perafe^ 
*wliich contained Memoirs of the duke of Marl- 
boroogh's famous march to Blenheim : * Jt was writtete 
by a chaplain of the duke's, with great exaftnefs as 
to the incidents, but Viras- defective in fornt. Mr^ 
-Maynwaring was defired to alter and' improve it> 
'which he^nd too difficok ^a talk-; but beins 
great'y pleaPedwith the particular account of all 
that p^fs'd in thatfurpirizinginarch, Ite rcfolved that 
it fl}ould netbeloflf, and to give it a new and more 
^rfeft form hnnfelf, trjr reducing :a kind of diary 
into a regular hiflory; Theft- papers fc& into dK) 
haBds of Sir Richard Steel. - 

7. A Tranflation of part of Tiil1y*8 Officer; 

S. Four Letters to a Friend in North- Britain,, 
written upon tfcepubKihing Dt, Sacheveral's Trial.. 

9. The Hiftory of Hannibal, and 'Hannoj from 
the bcft authors : In this piece he is fuppofe^ ^^ in- 
tend by Hannibal, the duke of Marlborough; by 
Hanno, the lord treafurer Oxford, by Valerius 
Flaccus, count Talhrd, and by Afdrubal, Dr^ 
Kobinfon^ biihop of BrilioL ^ 

10. Th^ 
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' 10. The Speech of Alcibiades to the Athenian^^ 
printed in the Whig-Examiner, Ni^mb. 3. 

n. The French King's Promife to the Pretender. 

12. A Short Account^ and Defence of the Bar- 
rier Treaty. ^ ... 

13. Remarks upon the prefent Ne|ptiatk>n of 
Peace, begun between ('^reat-Britain ana France. 

If The Bewdley Cafe. - 

ic. He had a confiderablo hand in a Letter to a 
High-Chttrchman. 

16. He revived and publifhed a treatife called 
Bouchain, in a Dialogue between the Medley and 
the Examiner, about the management of the war 
in 17H. 

17. He wrote a Letter to the Free-holders, a 
little before the eledion of the new Parliament. 

. r 

18. He had a great hand iiv a .pamphlet, entitl- 
ed the BritiiK Academy, wh^raiti he rallied Dr. 
Swift's Letter to the lord treasurer \Oxford, about 
altering the B^giilh language. 

19. The Letter from Doavay, was written by 
him, or fomc friend of his, with his aiTiftance. 

Thefe are chiefly the works of Maynwaring, who 
was a gentleman of genius, and appear* to have 
been a good-natur'd honell man. His moral life 
has only been blamed for his intrigue with 
Mrs. Oldfield; but I am perfuaded when the 
accomplifhments of that lady are remembered, 
K 4 and 
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and the delicacy of an amour between peopfer 
of their fafhion is cpnfidered, that the mod rigid in* 
chaftity, will be difpofed rather to pity than in- 
dignation. The force of love is hardly to be con- 
quered by reafon, and he muft have a lloical.conjli- 
tution iiKked, who has read the defcriptions given 
^f Mrs. Oldfield's perfon, as well as the endow- 
ments of her mind, and the fweetnefs of her dii^ 
pofition, who feverely condemn a man for loving 
her : none but thofe who have been, in love^ qan 
£»y, how forcibly the paffion moves, and to what 
extravagance it will often carry the w^feft men; 
and with Mr. Maynwaring's opportunities, wha 
cQuld have refiftedthe charms of Mrs. Oldfieldf. 
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The Hon. Mrs. Monk. 

THIS Ladjr was_the daughter of the Right 
Hon. the Lord Molefworth, . a nobleman qf 
Ireland, and wife of George Monk, Efq; By the 
force of her natural geniua,_ Ihe Jearnt the Latin , 
Italian, and Spanifti tongues, and by a conllaht read, 
ing of the bell authors ia thofe languages, became 
fo great a proficient, efpecially ii^ poetry, that fhe 
wrote many pieces that were deemed worthy of 
publication, apd foon after her deatl?, were print- 
ed and ptibliihed with the following title, Marinda. 
Poems, and Tranflations upon feveral occaiions, 
printed in London, 1716. The book is addrefTed 
to her Royal Highnefs Carolina Princefs, of Wales, 
in a long dedication, dated March 26, 1716, writ- 
ten by her father, who thus affedlionately fpeaks of- 
the poems arid their author. ' 

• •^ 

* Moftof them (fays he) are the produft of the 

* leifure hours "of a young gentlewoman lately de- 

* ceafed ; who in a. remote couj»try retirenoent, 

* witfiout omitting the daily care due to a large 

* family, not only perfcftly acquired the fe\feial 

* languages here made ufe of i hut the good morals 

* and principles contained in thofe books, fo as td 

* put them in praclice, as well, during her life and 

* fanguifhirig fickhefs, as the hour of her death ; in 

* fhort ihe died not only like a Chriftian, but a 

* Roman lady, and fo became at once th^e ©bjeft of 
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* the grief, and comfort of her relations. As much 
' as I ^m obliged to be fparing in commending 
^ what belongs 'to .me)^ I -caBool> fbrbear- thUiking 

* fpme of thefeyircunaftahces uncommon enOugli ta 

* be taken notice ir*. I loved her more, becaufe 
' ihe deferred it, than becaufe (he was mine, and I 

* cannot do greater honour to her memory, than by 

* confecrating her labours, or rather diverfion ta 

* your Royal Highnefs, as we fcHihd'aioftof them \vt 

* her efirutore, after her death, written with her 
' own hand, little expef^ing, and as little defui^g: 

* the public ftiould have any opportunity, either 
' of applaujding or condemning them. ^' • r 

Mr. Jacob tells us, that thefe Poems and Tranf- 
lations, Ihew the true fpirit, and numbers of poetry,, 
a delicacy of turn, and juftnefs of thought and ex- 
jH'eflion. They confilt of Ecclogues ; tne Mafquc 
X>f the Virtues againft Love, from Guarini \ fbme 
tranflations from the French and Italians ; Familiar 
•Epiftles, Odes and Madrigals. 
' Her poetry has great warmth, and tendemefs of 
fentiment. TJie foF owing Epitaph on a lady d£ 
pleafure, was written by her. 

O'er this marble drop a tear^ 

Here -lies fair Rbfalinde, 

All mankind was pleas'd with her, 

Alxd (he with all mankind. , 

And likewife this Epigram upon anotheir lady 
^f (he fame charafler.- 

Chloe, her goflips entet-tains. 
With ftories of her child- bed paii!*,^ 
And fiercly againll Hymen rails : 
; » But Hymen's not fo much to blaiiic.f 
She knows, imlefs her n^emory fails, 
£*er ^ was wed, 'tWas much the fame. 

The 
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The following vcrfe's, which breathe a true fpirit 
of- tdodernefs, *w«ro written by. her, on- her death- 
bed at. Bath; when her Huftand was in London, 

Thou, who doft all my worldly thoughts employ^ 

Thou pleafioft.fource of allrfny earthly joy : 

Thou tendereft hulband, and thou bed of friends^ 

To. thee, this firft, this laft adieu I fend. 

At IcngAthc conqueror death' afferts his righ^ 

And will forever veil me from thy fight. 

He wooes ma to him, with a cbearftil grace j 

And not ^ne terror clouds lii^ meagre nice^ 

He promiftfs.a lafHng reft from pain ; 

>^na ftieWs that airUfe's fleeting joys are vain* 

Th' etAnal fcehes of Heaven he fets in vie\^. 

And t^Us me, that no other joys are true. 

But love, fond love, would yet refift his power f 

Wonld fain a-while defer the parting hour : 

He brings the mourning image to my eyes, 

And would obllruft my journey to the (kie». 

But fay thou dearefl*, thou unwearied friend; 

Stiy diould'ft thou grieve to fee my forrows ferid ? 

Thou kndw'ft a painful pilgrimage I have^paft. 

And fhoiild'ft thou grieve, that reft is come at laftr j 

Rather rejoice to fee me fliafee off life. 

And die as I have liv'd, thy faithful wife. 
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Mr. Thomas Brown. 

THIS humorous poet was the fon of a* 
confidecable Fanner, of Shiflnudl, in Shrop-* 
fliire, and edupated at Newport-fchoolrin that coan^- 
ty, under the severend ana learned Dr. Edwards,. 
a gentleman who had the honour to qualify many 
perfons of diftindion for the univesfi^. Under the 
tuition of thU mafter, he attained a knowtodge of 
the Latin, Gieek, FrencI^ Italian, and Spaniih 
languages, and his exorcifes were generally fo well 
performed, that the Dr. was filled with admiration of 
his parts. From Newport ichool he removed to^ 
Chrifl's-Church College la Oxford, anddifting^iihed 
himfelf there for his eaiy attainments in literature ; 
but fome little irregularities of his life: would not 
fuffer him to continue long, at the univerfity.- It i» - 
probable he became fick of that difciplinet which 
they who fpend their life in the redufenefs of a col- 
lege, are in fome meafure obfiged to fobmitto. The 
father of Mr. Brown, who intended to have him 
educated to fome profeffion, was not made ac- 
quainted widihis defi^n of quitting the univerfity ^ 
and haviug remitted him a fum or money, to be- 
appropriated for the promotion of hist fludies, his< 
fon thought proper to defeat his. kind intentions. 

With this money, our author planned a 
fcheme of going to London, which he foon after 
executed, not very advantageoufly.—— • My firlE 

• bufmefs, fays he, was to apply myfelf to thofe 

* few friends I had there, who conjeAuring I had 
' leCt the univeriity, exclu£ve of my father s know- 
I k^^f g^'^'^ 1>ut flendfijr ^icouragement to a youngs 

* beginner. 
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^ beginner. However, no whit daunted (my firft 
« relolution flill ftanding by me) I launched forth 
^ into the worlds committing ;myrelf to the mercy 
« of fortune,^ and ^e uncertain temper of the town. 

< I foon acquired x new fett of acquaintance ; and 
^ began to have a reliQi of what I had, only tafted 

< before by hearfay; and indeed, every .thing ferved 
' to convince me, I had changjcd for the better^ 

* except that my (lender fubMance began to waile 

* extremely j and ruminating upon the difEculty.of 

< obtaining a fuj^ply, I was uien laid, under the ne« 

* ceffity of thinkmc what courfe to fte^il I knew 
« how juilly I had incurred the difpleafare of aa 

* indulgent father, and how far I had put myielf 

* from retrieving his favour, Amidftti&is ferious 

< contemplation] I refolved to go through^ ftitch 
' with my enterprize, let what will come on^t t 

* However, that Imightufe difcretion, to palliate 

* an unforefeen event, I determined 'twere better 

* to truil to the flexibiliQr of a father's temper, tl&an 

* to lay too great a iirefs upon the hununity of for- 

* tune, who would let a man of morals flarve if he 

* depended on her favours. Therefore, without 

* more ado (having taken my forrowful leavp of 
' my laA- guinea, and reduced Carol us Seciuidus, 

< from a whole numBer, to decimal fra^ions) I 

* difpatched a letter into the country, fuU of excufe^ 
' and .penitence, baited with all the fubmiflive elo# 

* quence imaginable. In the niean time, I was- uq 

* lefs fedulous to fii^d out fome employment, th^ 

* might fttit with my genius^ and with my depen- 

* dancies at home, render my life eafy.\ , 

Whether his father was touched by the epiftl^ 
which our authpr in.coni^qqence of this refokition 
wrpte to him, we, cannot .aic^tain, as there if no 
mention made of- it. . Soon after this, we £nd> h^ 
fchool maftejifof ^n^iton ojpoaTh^mes, and lu^py 
for him, ha4 he contmiied m that more certain em- 
ployment^ 
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^\6ytoxnt, a»d not have' (b loon exchanged it for 
bdggar)F and rejputation. Mr. Brownr, impatient 
of ai redttftf- life, qukted the fchool, and came 
again to Londbn ; and as he fbond his old ct^n'- 
)Kuiioti» -more def!i^ted with hirwit, than ready: ta 
Mitve his" necelfitiefr. He had reconrTe to' fcribbling 
ft»r bread, which he performed ^widi various faccefs. 
Dr. Drak€, who has wiittcn* a defence of our au- 
th'6r*s charafter, prefixed ' to hts works, infbrms us^ 
tiiat the fitft piecfe which brought' him* into reputa- 
tioli, wasamacoountdftheconvcifion of Mh Bays^ 
ifl a Dialogue, which met with a reception fuitable 
fo thteMriti ^irit, and learning of ' ir. But though 
tftiis mU^d his fame, yet it added very Irtde to hi$ 
profit: For, though it made his eompany exceed- 
ingly coveted, and might have recommended Irim- 
to the great, as well a^ to the ingenious, vet he wai 
©f a tem^per not to chnfe his acquaintance oy intereft, 
«it4 dieted: fath an opportunity of reconnnending 
liimfelf to the powerful and opulfent, as, if wifely 
im|>R>ved, might have procured fiim dignities and? 
ffreferments. The ftile of this dialogue, was lik^ 
^at of his ordinary converfation, lively and faceti- 
ous. It difcovered no fmall erudition, but managed 
mth'z great deal of humour,, in a burlefque way ^ 
which mak^ both the reafonmg and the extenffve 
reading, which are abundantly ihewn in it, ex- 
tk«mety furpnzing and agreeable. The fame man* 
Mr and Kumour runs through aH hisr writings^ 
3)((4tettier Distlcfgues, Letters, or Pbemts; 
' The .only . cbiiftderable objefiEion , which the 
critics have made to his^ works is, thar drey- 
want delicacy. But in anfwer. tQ tbi^y it may, be 
^dirmed, -that there is a^'much fefmement in hi» 
^workd, as the nature of htimorous fathre, which i& 
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jftttcb detnattded, by fo6eitihj'the coltfurs weakens 
the- drawing. Mr. Btbvini has been charged with 
. itfequality in hi^ writiDgs ; which'is ifrf^arable fk^m 
■Bumattity. . 

Oqj: author's letters, though written carefftfly tt> 
private friends, bear the trfte ftamp and image of it. 
genius." The variety of his learning may be fcen m 
. the Lacedsemofkian^ Mercury, where abundance of 
critical queftions of great nicety, are anfwered with 
mu(:h folidity andjudgment, as well as wit, and 
'humour* But that deitgn expofing him too much ta 
^he fcruples of the grave and refervf d, as well as 
to the cenfure, andcurio-fitypf the impertinent, He 
foon difcbntinued it. Befides, as this was a periodi- 
cal work, he who was totally without fteadincfs, was 
very ill qualified for fueh an undertaking. When 
the prefs called upon him for immediate Tupply, he 
. was often found debauching; himfelf at a tavetn^ 
and by* eXceilive drinking unable to perform his 
engagements with the public, by which no doubt 
die work confiderably fuffered. 

But there is yet another reafon why Mr. Brown 
has been charged with inequalky in his writings, 
viz. .that moft of the anonymous pieces which hap- 
pened to pleafe tfie town, were fathered upon hiin. 
This, though in reality an injury to him, is yet a 
proof of the univerfality of his reputation, wKen 
whatever nleaibd fit>m an unknown hand Was 
aicribed to him ; but by thefe means he was reputed 
the writer of many things unworAy of him. In 
poetry he was not the author of any long piece, 
for he was quite unambitious of reputation of that 
kind. Thty are generally Odes, Satires, and* Epi- 
grams, and. are certainly not thfe beft part of his 
works. His Tranilations^ in fttyfc" are many, 'ai<|^ 
of various kinds. Hkftilfc h itrddgaiid mafcWine j 
and if be was not fo nibd in'the-choiee of His authors, 
asnught ht expeft^ ftom'a mdti of his tafle, he 
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mvdk l>e excnfed ; for he performed his tranflatioi^ ^ 
as a tafk» prercribed him by the Bookfellers, from 
whom he derived his chief fapport. It was the 
misfortune of our author to' appear on the fiage of 
the worhl, when fears^ and jealoufies had foured 
the tempers of men, and politics* and polemics, 
had almoft driven mirth and good nature out of 
the nation : fo that the carelefs gay humour, and 
negligent chearful wit, which in Tormfer days of 
tranquility, would have recommended him to the 
converfation of princes, was, in a gloomy period, 
loil upon a people incapable of reufliing genuin|s 
humouir. 

An anonymous author who has given the world 
fome account of Mr. Brown, obierves, * that i^t 

* was not his immorality that hindered him from 

* climbing to the top of poetry, and preferment ; 
', but that he had a particular way of finning to 
« himfelf. To fpeak in plain Englifli (fays he) 
« Tom Brown had lefs the fpirit of a gentleman 
' than the reft of the Wits, and more qf a Scholar^ 

* Tom thought himfelf as happy with a retailer ot 
' damnation in an obfcure bole, as another to have 

* gone to the devil with all the fplendour of a 
' nne equipage. 'Twas not the brightnefs of Cae- 

* lia's- eyes, nor her gaudy trappings that attrad- 
' ed his heart. Cupid might Iceep Jiis darts to 

* himfelf; Tom. always carried his fare about him. 

* It (he had but a mouth, two eyes, and a nofe, 
*. he never enquired after the regularity of her 

* (drefs, or features. He always brought a good 
' ftomach with him, and ufed but little ceremony 

* in the preface. As of his miflrefles, fo he wa& 
' very negligent in the choice of his compani*^ 
^ojis, who were fometimes mean and defplcable, 
^ a circumftance .which ipever fails to ruin a man's 

* reputation, tie. was, of a. lazy temper, and the 

* Bookfellers j who gave hini credit enough as to 

* his capacity,' had no confidence to put in his 

* diligence.' 
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^diligence/ Th^ fame gcntlem^- iiifarw us, 
that tiiough Tom Brown was a gbod-natured inan* 
yet he bad one pernicious duality, which eternally 
procured him enemies, ana that was, rather to 
lofe his friend, than his joke. 

One of his lampoons had almoft coil him a 
proceffion at the cart's tail j nor did he either fparc 
friend or foe, if the megrim of ahufe once feized 
him. He had a particular genius for fcandal, and 
dealt it out liberally when he could find occafiofi'. 
He is famed for being the author of a Libel, fix^ 
ed one Sunday morning on the doors of Weftmin- 
iler-abbey, and many others, againfl the clergy and 
quality. As for religion. Brown never profeffcd 
any, and ufed to fay, that he underHood tne world 
better than to have the imputation of riebteouT- 
nefs laid to his charge : and the world, tol)e even 
with him, really thought him an Atheift. Bu^ 
though Brown never made any jprofeiOions of rdU 
gion, yet it proceeded more from afFeAation than 
convi^lion. When he came upon hii death-bed, 
he exprefied remorfe for his pall life, and difco- 
vered at that period, fendments which he had 
never before (ufFered to enter hi» mind. Thi^ 
penitential behaviour, in the opinipn of. fome, was 
the occafion why all his bremreh negle£lted him, 
and did not beftow on his memory one elegiac 
foBg, nor any of the rites of verfe. We find no 
encomiums upon him, but what appeared in a 
.Grubilreet Journal, which, however, are much fa- 
perior to what was ufually to be found there. 

A mournful mufe from Albion fwains pro* 
dace. 
Sad as the fong a. gloomy genius chafe. 
In artful numbers let his wit be fhewn. 
And as he lings of Boron's fpeak his own ; 
Such be the bard, for only fuch is fit. 
To trace pale Doron thro' the fields of wit. 

Towards 
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Towards tie latter end of oa^ ^author*s life, we 
are inibrrie'd by Sit. Jacob, ' that he was in favctar 
with the earl of Dorfet, who invited him ^o din- 
ner on a Chriftmas-day, with Mr. Dryaen, and 
fomc other gentlemen, celebrated for ingenuity ^ 
i[ according to his lordlhip's ufual cuflom) when Mr. 
Broivn, to his agreeable furpiize, found a Bauk 
Note .of co4'.. tinder his* plate, and' Mr, D^yden at 
the fame -time' \yas prefented wi^h anotbcr of ioo l\ 
Adts of munjfibence rf this kind' we^fe very com- 
toon with that generOas fpiriied nobleman. 
; Mr. Brown d^ed in the year 1 704, and was interred 
in the Cloyfter of Weftminlter-abbey, near there- 
mairrs of Mrs. Bchn, with whom he was in- 
tintate ih his life-time. His whole JW'orkfcCphfiH^ 
ih^ of Dialogues, iEfTays,' Declamations,, Satires^ 
letters from the' Dea^i to tW.Livir^/ Tranflati; 
tit?S, AmuftinicntS', ^c/werepr ntediii4V6I..i2m.6^ 
Y707* Jii order that tfie reader ni'ay. conceive if 
true idea. of. the' fpirit and; humour,- as well as 
of the charaftcr of Tom Brown, w£ fhall heri 
infert ^n '. IiiaginaiV Kpiitle,' written from, ' th^ 
8h^<Jcsto'Hi$(lM:i^ti(fs''aift6ng .the Living; with a 
topy of'! Verfes: c^p'r^feriting the Employment of 
liis.'pDetijial*6rfethreft inthaftyiciedRekioj^ * 
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Tom. Brown to his Friends among 
the Living. 

G E wrLEMEjr, • ' /> ■ 

IQear itwith np little camr^rn to findmyfelf ib 
footk forgot among ye | I have paid as conftaac 
attendance to poft^ hoars, in expedatPon to hear 
from ye, as a hungry.IriAi.Man (at twelve) to a 
^ three-penny ordinary, or a decayed beau for nice 
eating to a cording. cook's^ No amorous- keeping 
fool,, baniih^d from his Chloris in town, to his 
countiy folitude, has \vaited with greater impati- 
ence for a. kind epiiUe from her, than I for oap 
from yoQ. I have fearchedr all private packets, 
and examined every ftragliag ghofl that came from 
yo in- parts, without being. aMe to get the ]|sail iibr 
tellig^nce of your affairs. This is the third fince 
my arrival in tKefeglooii^y regions, aii^d I ^an give 
myfelf no reaCon why I -harVe (received xione in ai]b- 
fwer, unlefji tl>e packet boat has l;>een taken by tl^ 
French, or ,that fa little tim^ has qui^ excluded 
nie from your memories. In my 4^9 L givye yo^ 
an account of my journey, hither, and my^zeceph 
tion among the ingenious in thefe gloomy regions. 

I arrived on the Banks oif Acheron, and found 
Charon fcoopin^ his wherry, who. feeing m^ap^ 
nroach him, bid me fit dowi^ a Uttl^, fQr.he hai^ 
been ^ard wofked jately^ and coi^d not go with a 
iingle pafleiig^r ; I was willing pnough.to embs^cp 
tht propofal» being much fatigued and we^>y. 
^ Having finifhed what he was alxiut, he caft hi^ 
, rueful af^e^l. up to ^e clouds^ and deihonllratin{; 
from thence (as I fuppoie) it was near dinnefr 
time, he^ took from' out a locker or cupboard in 
th« ftern of his pinnace, fome provender pinned 

up 
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up in a clean linnen clout, aud a jack of liquor, 
and fell too without th^ leaft Ihew of ceremony, 
unlefs indeed it were to offer me the civility of 
|>artaking with him. He muttered fomething to 
himfelf, which might be grace as far as I know ; 
but if it were, 'twas as fhort as that at an Audli- ' 
0|^-d inner, nor did he devour what was before 
him with.lefs application than I have feen fome 
there. For my part," I could not but contemplate 
on his fliaggy locks, hii withered fun- burnt couA« 
tenance, together with the mightinefs and fan^tity 
of his beard j but above aD, his brawny chopt 
knuckles employed my attention : In (hort, hav- 
ing fatisiied the cormorant in his guts, he had 
time to ask me what country>man I was ? to which 
*I fabmiffively anfwered, an Englilh-man : O, fays 
he, thofe j^ngliih-men are merry i^ogues, and love 
jaHchiefi I have ibmcftimes a diverting ftory from 
thence : What news have you brought with you ? 
truly I told his highnefs I came away a little 
diifatisfied, and had not made any remaiics on the 
world for fome time before my death ; and for 
liews I had not leifure to bring any thing of 
moment. But ere we had talked much moire, we 
faw two other paflengei-s approach us, who, by 
their often turning to one another, and their lay- 
ing down arguments with their hands, feemed to 
be in warm debate together; which was -as we 
conjediured; for when they drew nearer to us, 
they proved to be a termagant High- Flyer, and 
a puritanical Scriptarian, a fiery Scotchman : Oc* 
caiional Conformity was their fubjed ; for I heard 
the Scot t^ll him *twas all popery, downright 
popery, and that the inquiiition, in Spain wati 
chriftianity to it, by retaniin|; the fons of grace 
from partaking of the gifts of the Lord ; he faid 
it was the building of Babel, and they were con- 
founded in the works of their hands by the confu- 
: , * fion 
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fioli of tongues ; fuch crys, fays he, went forth be-* 
fore the d^olatioji of the great city. 

Thou the fon of grace, fays the other, thoa 
art a fon of Satan, and hail preached up iniqui- 
ty; ye are the evil tares, and the land can never 
profper *cill ye are rooted out from among the good^ 
corn. 

; Thoii art an inventer of lies, faid the difciple of 
John Calvin, and the truth is not in thee ; ye are 
bloody minded wretches, and your fury is the on- 
ly fign of your religion, as the ileeple is to the 
church ; your organs are the prophane tinkling of 
the cimbals of Satan, that tickle the ears with 
vanity. 

Thus the difpute lailed till they came to us, 
and getting into the boat, they jofUed for pre-emi- 
aence, which might have proved a (harp conflidt^ 
had not the old fellow took up a ftretchcr and 
parted them. After which we paiTed peaceably 
over to the other fide : being landed, the Scot 
and I took our way together, and left the furious 
churchman to vent his fpleen by himfelf. We 
had not travelled long before we came to a pO'i> 
pulous village, where, from the various multitude, 
our eyes encountered at a diftance, we might ea- 
fily conjedlure that fomething more than ordinary 
had gathered them together in that manner ; it Te- 
fembled (as near as I can defcnbe it] that famous 
place called Sherrick-fair, or a StaiFord(hire-Wake. 
While we were applying our admiration that way, 
we arrived at a Hnall hut eredled for that pur- 
pofc, where Nero the tyrant, like a blind fidler, 
was furrounded by a confufed tribe of all forts and 
fences, like another Orpheus among the beafls. 

The various remarks I made (fome dancing, 
fome praucing ; ibme clapping, fome knapping ; ' 
foxne (irinking, fome winking ; fome kiihng, fome 
pifling ; fome reeling, fome ftealing) urged my 
curiofity to enquire for what it was poffiblethofe 

noble 
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noble fyotU might be ordained^ an^w^ foan fa- 
tisfied it was the Anniverfary Feaft of their Great 
I.aidy Proferpinc's birth-day. But thefe things that 
I took to be diverging, fo elevated the fpleen of 
my Puritan companion, that he began loudly to 
exclaim agninU ^ofe pojphane excrcifes : he .(sad, 
they were impure, and lifted up the mind to lewd- 
nefs; thatthofe that. followed th9m, were the Tons 
of Belial, and wore the mark of the bead in 
their foreheads. I endeavoured to pacify the fanc- 
tified brother, by putting h m in mind where we 
were, and that his raihneGs might draw us into 
dunger, being in a ftrange place ; but all was in 
vain, I but ftirred up his fury more ; for, turning 
his rebukes upon me, he tdd me, I was myfelf 
one of the wicked, and did rejoice in my heart 
at the deeds of darknefs : no, fays he, I will not * 
be pacified, I will roar aloud to drown their in- 
cantations ; yea, I will fet out a throat even as the 
bead that belloweth ! fo that perceiving the mob 
gather about him, I thought it prudence to fteal 
off, and leave him to the fury of thofe, whofe dif- 
pleafure he was about to incur. 

I had not gone far, but I *fpted two brawney 
champions at a rubbers of cum, which by the 
dexterity of their heads, hands, and heels, I 
judged could be no other than £ngli(hmen : - nor 
vj^fire my fentiments gfoundlefs, lor prefently I * 
heard .the mob cry out, O ' rare Jo ! O ! rare Jo I 
and attentively furveying the combatants^ I found 
it to be the merry Jo Haynes, fallen out with 
Plowden the famous Lawyer, about a game at 
'Nine- holes; and that ihout had proclaimed Joe 
vidorious. I was fomethirg fcrupulous of renew- 
ing my acquaintance, not knowing how the con- 
J|ueror, in the midil of his fucceii, might ufe me '^ 
or makii.g bold with his charader in my letters 
from :he dead i though I felt a feciet defice to dif- 
cover J|iyfelfj» yet prt^nce withfloqd my inclina* 

tion. 
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tion, Mil a itipre convenient feafon xnight ofFer: 
fo that I' brulhed off to a place wh^ece I faw a 
concourfe of the better fort, of people j there I 
found IJ^illington the famous' A Ujflioneer, among n 
crowd of Lawyers, Fhy ficians, Sjcliolar$, Poets, 
Critics, Qooki'ellers, &c. exercifing his old faculty ; 
for which, gentlemen, he is as particulaily famed 
in thefe parts, as Heroftratus for -firing the. famop3 
Temple, or Barthol. S warts, for the invention pf 
Gunpowder. He is head journey -man to Ptolp.. 
my, who keeps a Bookfeller's ftiop here, and rivaji« 
even Jacob' Tonfon in reputation among the g5c.ajt. 
wits. 

But mod of all I was obliged to admire my. 
friend Millington, who, by his powerful knack of 
eloquence, to the wonder of the whole cpmpai^, 
fald Cave's Lives of the Fathers to Solomon the 
Magnificent, and the Scotch JDire^qry tq the 
Priefts of the Sun; nay, he fold Archbifhop 
Laud^s Life to Hugh Peters, Hob's Leviathan to 
Pope Boniface, and pop'd Bunyan's Works upqn 
Bellarminc for a piece or unrevealed Divinity. Af- 
ter the fale was over, I took an opportunity of 
making myfclf known to him, who careffed me 
with all the freedom imaginable, alking me, how 
long I had been in thefp parts ? and what news 
from the other world ? and a thoufand particular 
queflions about his old friends i to all which I re- 
sponded a^ well as I could : and having given i^e 
a caution to avoid fome people, by whqm I was 
.threatened, ,for expofing them in my letters^ >is[c 
went to take a bottle together.— ^ 

Now I prefume, gentlemen, you will conclude it 
high time for me to take tny leavej nor fhaJl I 
tire your patience much longer, only permit m/e to 
give ye the trouble of foirie particular fervices to 
thofe hopeft gentlemen whofe gentrofity^aye lae 
the reputation CJf a funeral abSve wiiat I e'er ex- 

pedted. 
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pe£led, cfpccially to Pr. S — t for beftowlnfi; the 
ground I never frequented, to br. Garth and the 
reft for the charge oC a hearfe, and mourning 
ct)aches, which I could not have defired, and to 
Dr. D — ke for dedgning me a monument J knoYsr 
the v/oxH will refie^l I never deferved ; but for 
that, let my works teftify for me. And though 
yc arc fatisfied my genius was never over- fruitful, 
in the produft of verfe, yet knowing thefe fa- 
vours reouire fomething a little uncommon to make , 
z fuitable return, I fiiall take my leave in metre» 
and, if contrary to my opinion, it meets with, a 
kind addeptanctt from the town, honeft Sam. may 
clap it in the next edition of the State Poems, witn 
BuckxfighamV Aame to it. 

. When a fcurvy difeafe had lain hold of my car- 
cafe, . 
' "Aud death to my chamber was ^bunting the 
^ ftair-cafc. 

« I caird to remembrance the fins I*d jcommitted. 
Repented, and thought Vd tor Heaven been 

fitted; 
But alas ! there is fti^ an old proverb to crofs 

I found there no room for the fons of ParnaiTos ; 
« And therefore contented like others to fare. 
To the fliades of Elizium I (Irait did repair ; 
-Where Drvdcn and other grefit wits o' the town, 
-To reward all their labours, are damn'd to write 

on. 
Here Johnfon may boaft of his judgment and 

plot, 
And Otway of all the applaufe that he got ; 
Loofe Eth'ridge jprefume op his Hile and his wit, 
^And Shadwell of all the dull plays he eV writ j 
'Nat. Lee here may boail oi his bombaft and 

rapture, , ' ♦ 

And Buckingham rail to the end of the chapter; 

lewd 
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Lewd Rochefter lampoon the King find the 

court. 
And Sidley and others may cry hiih up for't ; 
Soft Waller and Suckling, chafle Cowley and 

others. 
With Beaumont and Fletcher, poetical brothers. 
May here fcribble t)n with pretence, to the 

bays, 
£*en Shakefpear himfelf may produce all his 

plays. 
And not get for whole pages one mouth full 

ofpraife. 



"9 
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To avoid this difafler, while Congreve reforms,' 
His mufeand his morals Ay to Bracegirdle's arms; 
Let Vanbrugh no more plotlefs plays e'er impofe, 
Stnft with fatare and fmu( td ruin the houfe ; 
Let Rowe, if he means to maintain his applaufe. 
Write no more fuch lewd plays as his Penitent 

was. 
O Satire I from errors in&rud the wild herd; 
Beilow thy advice to reclaim each lewd bard ; 
Bid the Laureat iincerely reflet on the matter s 
Bitd Dennis drink lefs, but bid him write better ; 
Bid Durfey ceafe fcribbling, that libelling fong- 

fter; 
Bid Gildon and C-— n be Deills no longer ; 
, Bid B— --r and C — r, tbofe wits of the age, 
Ne'er expofe a dull coxcomb, but juft 6n the ftage; 
Bid Farquhar (tho^ bit) to his confort be juft. 
And Motteux in his office be true to his truft ; 
Bid Duffet and Cowper no longer be mad. 
But Parfons^and Lawyers mind each their own. 

trade. 
To Grubfier and others, bold fatire advance ; 
Bid Ayliie talk little, and P— ^s talk fenfe; 
Bid K— ••n leave dealing as well as die reft ; 
When this can be done, they ssay hope to be 

bleft. 
Vol. IIL N*. 14, L Johk 
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The Revd. Mr. John Pom fret. 

THIS Gentleman's works are held in veiy great 
efteem by the common readers of poe- 
try ; it is thought as unfafhionable amongft peo- 
ple of inferior life, not to be pofTefied of the po- 
ems of Pomfret, as amongft perfons of tafle not 
to have the works of Pope in their libraries. 
The fubjeds upon which Pomfret wrote were po* 
polar, his verification is far from being unmufi- 
cal, and as there is little force of thinking in 
his writings, they are level to the capacities of 
thofe who admire them. 

Our author was fon x>f the rev. Mr. Pomfret, 
redkor of Loton in Bedfordihire, and he himfelf was 
preferred to the living of Maiden in the fame coun- 
ty. He was liberally educated at an eminent 
grammar fchool in the country, from whence he 
was fent to the univeriity of Cambridge, but to 
what college is not certain. There he wrote 
moft of his poetical pieces, took the degree of 
mailer of arts, and very early accomplifhed him- 
felf in moft kinds of polite literature. A gentle- 
man who writes under the name of Philalethes, 
and who was an intimate friend of Pomfret *s, has 
cleared his reputation from the charge of fanati- 
cifm, which fome of his malicious enemies brought 
againft him. It was fhortly after his leaving the 
univeriity, that he was preferred to the living of 
Maiden abovementioned, and was, fays that gen- 
tleman. 
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ti«man, fo far from being tin6iured with fanati- 
tifm, that I have often heard him exprefs his ab- 
horrence of the deftrufkive tenets maintkined by 
that |>eople, both againft our religions and civil 
rights. This impntation it feems was call on him 
by there having been one of his fur-name, though 
not any way related to him» a difienting teacher, 
and who publifhed fome rhimes upon fpiritual fub- 
j[e6is, as he called them> . and which fuficiently 
proved him an enthuiiaH. 

About the year 1703 Mr. Pomfret came np to 
London, for inilitution and indu£iion, into a very 
coniiderable living, but was retarded for fome time 
by a difguft taken by dr. Hetiry Compton, then 
bi(hop of London, at thefe four lines, in the clofe 
oT his poem entitled The Choice. 

And as I near approached the verge of life. 
Some kind relation (for Vd have no wife) 
Should take upon him all my worldly care, , 
While I did for a better ftate prepare* 

The parenthefis in thefe verfes was fo malici* 
oufly reprefented to the bi(hop, that his lordlhip 
was given to underftand, it could bear no other 
conftrudion than that Mr. Pomfret preferred a mi- 
ftrefs before a wife ; though the words may as well 
admit of another meaning, and import no more, 
than the preference of a iingle life to marriage ; 
unlefs the gentlemen in orders will affert, that an 
unmarried Clergyman cannot live without a miftrefs. 
But the bi(hop was foon convinced that this afper- 
fion againil him, was no more than an effort of 
iilalice, as Mr. Pomfret .at that time was really 
married. The oppofition which his enemies ma^'c 
to him, had, in fome meafure, its effed ; for by the 
obftrudions he met with, . he was obliged to Hay 
longer in London than he intended, and as the 
Smad-pox then raged in the metropolis, he iickened 
.. L t of 
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them, and died in London in the 46th year of bb age. 
The above-mentioned friend of Mr. Pomfret^ 
lias like wife fliewn the nngenerpus treatment he 
met with in regard to his poetical compoikions, 
in a book entitled Poenu by the Earl of Rofcom- 
mon, and Mr. Duke, printed 1717, in the pre-* 
face to which, the publiiher has peremptorily 
inferted the following paragraph. * In this coU 

* ledlion, fays he, otmy lordRofcommonVpoems^ 

* care has been taken to infcrt all I poffibly 

* could procure, that arc truly genuine, there 

* having been feveral things publiihed undes 

* his name, which were written by others, the au- 

* thors of which I , could fet down if it were ma- 

* terial. * Now, fays the gentleman, this arrogant 

* editor would have been more juil, both to the 

* publ c, and to the earl of Rofcommon's memory, 

* in teliin? us what things had been publiAied an- 

* der his lordlhip's name by others, than by, con- 

* cealing the authors of any fuch grofs ijnpoitti- 
' ons. Inilead of which, he :is fo much a &ran« 

* get to impartiality, that he has been guilty of 

* the very crime he exclaims againft ; for he has 

* not' only attributed the profpedi of death to the 

* earl of Rofcoramon, which was wrote by Mr, 

* Pomfret, after the deceafe of that lord ; bat 
■ Hkewife another piece entitled the Pray^y: of 

* Jeremy Paraphrafed, prophetically reprefenting 

* the palfionate grief of the Jewiih people, for the 

* lofs of their town, and fanftuary, written by Mr. 
^ Southcot, a gentleman who publifhed it in the 

* year 17 17, fo that it is to be hoped, in a future 

* edition of the earl of Rofcommon's, and Mr. 

* Duke's poems, the fame care will be taken to 

* do thefe gentlemen juftice, as to prevent any other 

* perfon from hereafter iiijuring the memory of 

* his lordlhip.' 

Mr. Pomfret publiihed his poems in the yeaj: 
^^99a ^^ which be has prefixed a very modeft and 

feafible 
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fcnfible preface, * I am not fo fond of fame, fays 
*' he, as to de&re it from the injudicious many j 

* nor as fo mortified a temper as not to wiQi it 

* from the difcernhig few. 'Tis not the molti- 

* tude of applauders, but the good fame of the ap- 

* plaodersy which eftabli&es a valuable reputatienu* 

His poetical compeiidons confift chiefly of 

I . The Choice^ which we ihall infcrt as a fpeci^ 
men. 

z, Croel^ and Lnft, an Epiftolary EiTay, founded 
open the lamoas Story which happened in the 
reign of King James II. Kirk, who was that 
Princess general againft the duke of Monmouth, 
WAS fdllicited by a bearuidful lady in behalf of 
her huftavd, who then lay vnder fentence of 
.4eath. The iohutiian general conftnted to grant 
bis ikir petitioner her requeft ; but ait no lefs a 
prke ihan that of her innocence. The ladv doat- 
ed on her hufband, and maintained a hard ftrog^ 
glie between virtue, andaffeaion, the latter of whkh 
M Uift prevailed^ and 4he yielded to his guilty em-- 
braces. The next ttiefning Kirk, witlh unparal'- 
kled bmtalir|r, ^deSatd the lady to look out at the 
window of his beddiamber, when (he was ftruck 
with the horrid figkt of her hufband upon a fcaffold, 
ready to receive the blow of the executioner; and 
before ihe could reach the place where he was, in 
order to take a laft embrace, her hufband was n6 
more. 

How far the lady may -be j«ftified in this con- 
dud, is not our bttfinefs to difcufs : if it is called 
by the name of guilt/ none ever had more pref.? 
fing motives ; and if fuch a crime could admit 
of an ejDCttfe, it maft be upon fuch an occafion. 

L 3 3^ Several 
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5. Several Epifiles to his Friends under ^ffliftiosv 

4. Upon the Divine Attrftates. 

5. A Profpea of Death. 

5^. tJpon the General Conflagration, and the tntu- 
ing Judgment. There were two pieces of our au- 
thor's, publiihed after his death by his friend Phi- 
lalethes; the firft of thefe entitled Reafon, was 
wrote by him in the year 1 700, when the debates 
Concernine the doArine of th6 Trinity were x:arried 
•n with S> much heat by the Clergy one againft 
another, that the royal authority was interpofed in 
order to put an end to a controverfy, which could 
never be iettled, and which was pemijcious in its 
coniequences. This is a fevere iatife, upon one 
of the parties engaged in th^t difpute, out his. 
not inferting it amongft his other poems ^yhen 
lie colle^led them into a volume, was, on ac- 
count of his having received very particular fa- 
vours, from fome of the perfons therein men- 
tioned. The other is entitled Dies Novilfima/ Or 
the Laft Epiphany, a Pindaric Ode on ChrifTs 
iecond Appearance to judge the World. In this 
piece the poet expreiTes much heart-felt piety : It is 
animated, if not with, a poetical, at leaft with fo 
devjDut a warmth, that as the Guardian has obferv- 
cd of Divine Poetry, * We ihall find a kind of rc- 
' fuge in our pleafure, and our diveriion will be-* 
* come our fafcty/ 

This is all the account we are favoured with of 
the life and writings of Mr. Pomfret : A man 
not deilitute either of erudition or genius* of un- 
exceptionable morals, though expofed to the ma- 
lice of antagoniils. As he was a prudent man, and 
educated to a profeffion, he was not fubjed to 

the 
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the ofual neceflities of the poets, bat his fphere be- 
ing fomewhat obfcure» and his life unadive, there 
are few incidents recorded concerning him. If he 
had not fortune fufiicient to render him confpicu- 
ous, he had enough to keep his life innocent, 
which he feems to have fpent in eafe and tranquil- 
lity, a fituation much more to be envied than the 
highe/l blaze of fame, attended with racking cares, 
and innumerable foUicitudes. 

The CHOICE. 

IF Heav'n the grateful liberty would give. 
That I might chufe my method how to live. 
And all thofe hours jpropitious fate fhould lend, . 
In blifsfttl eafe and fatisfadion fpend. 

Near fome fair town I'd have a private feat. 
Built uniform ; not little, nor too great : 
Better if on a rifing ground it ftood 
On this fide fields, on that a neighboring wood. 
It (hould within no other things contain. 
But what were ufeful, neceflary, plain : 
Methinks 'tis naufeous, and I*d neV endure 
The needlefs pomp of gawdv furniture. 
A little garden, gratefu to the eye. 
And a cool rivulet run murmVing by : 
On whofe delicious banks a (lately row 
Of fhady Lymes or Sycamores (hould grow. 
At th' end of which a fileat fiudy plac'd. 
Should be with all the nobleft authors gracM. * 
Horace and Virgil, in whofe mighty lines 
Immortal wit and folid learning (hines. 
Sharp Juvenal, and amVous Ovid too. 
Who all the turns of love's foft paffion knew : - 
He that with judgment reads his charming lines. 
In which ftrong art with fb-onger nature joins, 
Muft grant his fi&ncy, does the bed excel ; 
His thoughts fo tender, and exprefs'd fo well. 

L 4 With 
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With all thofc moderns, men of fteady fenfe; 
Eftccm'd for learning, and for eloquence. 
In fome of thefe, as fancy fhould advifc. 
I'd always take my morning cxercife : 
l^or fure no minutes bring us more content. 
Than thofe in pleaiing, ufefol ftudies fpent. 

rd have a clear, 'and competent eflate. 
That I might live genteely, but not great : 
As much as I could moderately fpend, 
A little more, ibmetidiies t'oblige a friend. 
Nor fhould the fons of poverty repine 
Too much at fonune, they fhould talk of mine ; 
And all that objefts of true pity were 
Should be reliev'd with what my wants could 

fpare .: 
For that, our Maker has too largely giv'n, * 
Should be returned, in gratitnde to Heav'n. 
A frugal plenty fhould my table fpread ; 
With healthy, not liixuns>a$» difttes fed : 
Enough to fatjsfy, and fometbing more 
To feed the flranger, and ^len^ghbVing poor ; 
Strong meat induTges vice, and pampVing food 
Creates difeafes, andinftames the blood. 
But what's fuffident to maijce nature firongy 
And the bright lamp of life continue long, 
I'd freely t»Le, and, as I did poilefs. 
The bounteous author of my plenty blefs. 

rd have a little vault, but always ftor'd 
With the beft wines each vintage could aflbrd« 
* Wine wbcts the wit, improves its native force^ 
And gives a pleafant flavour to difcourfe : 
By making all our fpirits debonair. 
Throws off the lees, the fediment of care. 
But aj5 the greatefl bleffing Heav'n lends, . 
May be debauched and ferve ignoble ends : 
So, but too oft, the Grape's refrefhing juice 
Does many mifchi^vofrs effedts prcdace. 

. My 
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My houfe fhould no fucfa rude diforders kiiovir. 

As from b^ drinking conifequently flow : 

Nor woukll afe what was fo kindly giv'n 

To the difhonour of indulgent Heav'a. 

If any neighbour came, he ihould be free« ' 1 

Us*d with refpe^ty and not aneafy be, S* 

In my retreat, or to himfelf or me. J 

What freedom, prudence, and right reafon give. 

All men may with impunity receive : 

But theleaft fwerving from their rule's too much ;. 

For what's forbidden us, 'tis death to touch* 

That life might be more comfortable yet,.. 
And all my joys refin'd, iincere, and great ; 
I'd chufe two friends, whofe company would b& 
A great advance to my felicity. 
Well born, of humour fuited to my own ; 
Difcreet, and men, as well as books, have knowik». 
l^rave, gen'rous, witty, and exadlly [ic& 
From Io9fe behaviour, or formality. 
Airy, and prudent, merry, but not light; 
Quick in difcerning, and in judging right. 
Secret they fhould oe, faithful to their trull; 
In reas'ning coo!, ftrong, temperate,, and jufU. 
Obliging, open, without huffing, brave, 
Brifk in gay talking, and in fober, grave, 
Clofe in dilputc, but not tenadous j try'd 
By folid reafon, and let that decide. . 
Not prone to lull, revenge, or envious hate ^ 
Nor bufy medlers with intrigues of ftate. 
Strangers to flander, and fworn foes to fpig'it: 
Not quarrelfome, but ftout enough to fight. 
Loyal, and pious, friends to Caefar, true 
As dying martyrs, to their Maker too. 
In their fociety I could not mifs 
A permanent, fincere, fubftantial blifs. , " 

Would bounteous Heaven once more indulge^ 
I'd chufe * 

{For who would fo much fitisfadUon lofe^ 

L 5 Aa. 
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As Kdtty nymphs in conreriation, rive) 
Near foni« obliging, modeft fair to live ; 
For there^s that fweetnefs in a female mind. 
Which in a man^s we cannot hope to find : \ 

That by a fecret, but a powVfnl art, 1 

Winds np the fprings of life, and does impart > 
Frelh vital heat, to the tranfported heart. j | 

i 
I*d have her reafon all her paflions fway ; 
Eafy in company, in private gay : 

Coy to a fop, to the defervine rree, I 

Still conftant to herfelf, and juft to me. ' 

A foul ihe fhould have, for great adlions fit ^ I 

Prudence and wifdom to direA her wit : 
Courage to look bold danger in the face» 
Ho fear, but only to be proud, or bafe : 
Quick to advife, by an emergence preft, > 
To give good counfel, or to take the beft. 
Fd have th*.expreffion of her thoughts be fuch 
. She might not feem referv'd, nor talk too much ; 
That ihews a want of judgment and of fenfe : 
More than enough is but impertinence. 
Her condudt regular, her mirth refin^'d, 
Civil to ftrangers, to her neighbours kind. 
Avcrfc to vanity, revenge, and pride. 
In all the methr.ds of deceit untry'd; 
So faithful to her friend, and good to all. 
No ceufare might upon her actions fall : ^ 

Then would e'en envy be compellM to fay. 
She goes the leaft of woman kmdaftray. 

To this fair creature Pd fometimes retire. 
Her converfation v,o\i\d new joys infpire; 
Give life an edge fo keen, no furly care 
Would ventore to afifault my foul, or dare 
Near my retreat to hide one fecret fnare. 
But fo divine, fo noble a repaft 
J*d feldom, and with'moderation tafte, 
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For higheft cordials all their virtue lo(e 
By a too frequent, and too bold an ufe : 
:And what would cheer the fpirit in diHreis $ 
Ruins our health, when taken, to excefs. 

I^d be concerned in no litigious jar. 
Beloved by all, not vainly popular. 
Whatever affiftance I had powV to bring 
T' oblige my country, or to fcrve my King, 
Whene'er they call'd, I*d readily afford 
My toneue, my pen, my counf^l, or my (word. 
Law fuits I*d fhiin, with as much ftudious care. 
As I would dens where hun^y lions are : 
And rather put up injuries, than be 
A plague to him, who'd be a plague to me. 
I value quiet at a price too sreat. 
To give for my revenge fo dear a rate : 
For what do we by aU our buftle g^n. 
But counterfeit delight, for real painj 

If Heaven a date of many years would giv^ 
Thus I*d in pleafure, eafe, and plenty live. 
And as I near approach^ the verge of life. 
Some kind relation (for Fd have no wife) 
Should take ujpon him all my worldly care. 
While I did for a better ftate prepare. 
Then Td not be with any troUble vex'd ; 
Nor have the evening of my days perplexed. 
But by a filent, and a peaceful death. 
Without a figh, refign my aged breath : 
And when committed to the duft, Td have 
Few tears, but friendly, dropt into my grave. 
Then would my exit lo propitious be. 
All men would wiih to live and die, like me. 



L6 Dr. 
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Dr. William King. 

THIS ingenious gentleman, was fon of 
Ezekiel King, 01 London. He recthned 
the rudiments of his education in Wefbtii^i- 
fter-fchool; under fir, Bufby, and was removes 
from thence to Chfift's- Church in Oxford, in 
Michaelmas term, 1681, when at the age of eigh- 
teen. He ftudied the civil law, and pra6tHed it at 
Poftor's- Commons, with very great reputation ; 
but the natural gaiety of his temper, and the love of 
company, beCfiiyed him Smo thofe pheafures, whicK 
were incompatible with his profefTion. 

Our author, by the reputation of his abilities 
obtained a patron in the eiri of Pembroke,' who 
upon his being appointed lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
prefs'd him to ga over to that kingdom. 

Upon Dr. Kind's arrival in Ireland, his excel- 
lency appointed him judge advocate, folc. commif- 
fioner of. the prices, and record keeper. There, he 
was well received, and coantenanced by perfon^ of 
the moft diftinguifbed ranlc, and couid he have 
changed hii difpofition with the climate, had then 
an opportunity of making his fortune ; but fo far 
was he from improving this occafion to the purpofcs. 
of his intereflJ, that he returned back to England, 
with no other trcafure, than a few merry Poems, 
and humorous Eflfays. He was naturally of a cour- 
teous behaviour, and very obliging : His converfa- 
tion lyas chearful, and his wit pteafant and enter- 
taining. But at length he chiefly fubfifled on his 
felidwfhip in Chrifl's- Church College : Before thi» 

time> 
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time, he had pi^Utied his moft iii^iucms Focan, 
cailcfd tke Art of Coolucry, in itnitaEtJoa of Ho»ce'a ' 
An of FoQtrf , wick ibme Lcttors to Dr. lifter and 
otkert i occtiiioned princn^alif by tbe tatle of « 
beok, pubiifbed by tke Dr. Jbemg the works of- 
A]^icnis Co?lif6», oottcerniag the foups and faaoes ^ 
ofthe amcletitd, with an cc^a6t of dm gresEteft curi<. 
oiities contained m that book, Aincngft his Letters, 
is one upon lihe Dentt Scalps, or Tooth-picks of 
th0 AfStiaots : Atiocher contai»B an imitation of 
Hoi^ce : Epift. ;. Book L bcong hi& invidatk|n of 
Toiquatas to fapper. And a <fkbrd, contains re- 
marks On lord Grimfton^s play, called the Lawyer'^ . 
Fofttme 5 or Love in a Hoiiow-Troc. 

At his leifure hours he wrote likewife. The Art - 
of Love, an iinftation of Ovid^ De Arte Anumdi. 
To which he prefixed an account of Ovid. In the 
latter part of kis life, about the year 1 71 1, he pub* 
li^d an HiHorical Account of the Heathon Gods- 
a?id Heroes, ibr the ufe of Weftminfter, and other, 
fch^ols ; for the bettei' and more eafy nnderflanding 
of tike Claifics, Befides thefe performances, we 
likewife find three numbers of a proved, entitled^ 
the TranfaAioner, Or, Ufeful Tranfadions : Con- 
taining a great nomber of faiall pieces, which it 
would be tedious here to cnu merate * . 

We have already obferved, that our author while 
in Ireland, negleded the beft oppiortunity of ea^ 
creafing his fbrtuno; and the 'drcumftands which 
occaioned it we find to be tkis : He had cond^aded: 
an intiniiacy which foon grew into friendihipy 
with judge Upton, a man of the fame temper 
with himfelf, who delighted in retirement and- 
poetical amufemient. He had a country villa 

• Thedefignof tbisworic, 'vas to ridicnk Sir H^fis 3Ioan> 
writings^ in the PkiUibphical. TianiafUooa of "^c jR^yaU 
Society J of which. Dr. Sloaa-was fecretajy.^ Thiswojrk, of Dr, 
King's, which is now become very fcarce, is "one oF tlie fevereft 
add meriieft Satiret that ever wa9 written- in- Preiie^ 

near 
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called Mooniowiiy nearDublin, where he and I>r» 
King afed to retire, and fpend moil of their time 
without any regard to their p'^blic offices ; and by - 
thefe means negledling to pay court to the loxd 
lieutenant^ they fell under his difpleafure. Thefe 
two poetical companions, indulged no other thoughu 
buttnofe of living and dying ia their rural retrea^. 
Upon this occafion. Dr. King wrote a Pailoral 
Poem, called Mully of Mountown : Mully was die 
name of a Red-Cow which gave him milk, whom 
he made the chief fubje^ of his Poem ; which at that 
time the critics would have impofed upon the word 
as a political allegory, tho' this was a manner of 
writing, with which the Dr. was totally unac- 
qnainted. 

When Dr. King, after his return from Ireland, 
had retired to live upon his fellowfliip at Oxford, he 
was follicited hj the earl of Anglefey to come t» 
town, and undertake a caufe of his, then before the 
Heufe of Lords, (in relation to fome cruelties he 
Vras accufed of ufing to his lady) backed by the 
violent profecution of his mother-in-law, the coun-- , 
tefi of Dorchelber. Upon this occafion the DoAor 
(hook off the indolence of his nature, and fo ftrenn- 
ouily engaged in the caufe of his patron, that he 
gained the reputation of an able lawyer as well as & 
poet. He naturally hated buiinefs, efpecially that of 
an advocate; but when appointed as a delegate, made 
a very difcerning and able judge, yet never could 
bear the fatigue of wrangling. His chief pleafure 
confifted in trifles, and he was jiever happier, than 
when hid from the world. Few people pleafed him 
in converfation, and it was a t>roof of his liking 
them, if his behaviour was tolerably agreeable.. He 
was a ereat diflembler of his natund temper, which 
was fullen, morofe, and peevifh, where he durft 
ihew it ; 'hvLt he was of a timorous difpoiition, and 
the leaft ili|;ht or negleft offered to him, would 
throw him mto a mdancholy defpondency. He 
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was apt to fay a great many ill-naturM things, but 
was never known to do one : He was maide m of 
tendemefs, pity, and compaffion ; and of fo femi- 
nine a difpofition, that tears would fidl from his 
eyes upon the fmalleft occafion. 

As his education had been fbriA, fo he was 
always of a religious difpoiition, and would not enter 
upon thebufinefi of the day, till he had peiformed 
his devotion, and read fevend portions or fcripture 
out of the Pfalms, the Prophets, and the New* 
Teftament. 

It appears from his loofe papers, which he calls 
Advenaria, that he had been fuch an affiduoas ilu- 
dent, that before he was eieht-years in the univerfity, 
he had read over and made reflexions on twenty- 
two thoufand books and manufcripts ; a few of which 
we (hall give as fpedmen, in order to let the rea* 
der into uie humour and tafte.of our author. 

* Diogenes Laertius, Book I.— — Thales, bein^ 
afked how a man might moft eafily brook misfor- 
tunes ? anfwered, if he faw his enemies in a worfe 
condition. It is not aereed, concerning the wife- 
men; or whether indeed they were fevcn.* 

« There is a Very good letter of Pififtratus to 
Solon, and of the fame ftile and charadler with 
thofe of Phalaris.V 

* Solon ordained, that the guardians of orphans 
ihould not cohabit with their mothers : Ahd that 
no perfon fhould be a guardian to thofe, whofe 
eitate defcended to them at the orphan^s deceafe^ 
That no feal-graver (hould keep the feal of a ring 
that was fold : That^ if any man put out the eye of 
him who had but one, he (hould lofe both his own r 
That, where a man never planted, it(hottldbedc»th 
to take away : That, it fhould be death for a ma- 
giftratc to oe taken in drink J 

' ^<don*8 
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* Solon's letters at the end of his life, in Laertiit8» 
give us a"" truer Idea of the snaa» than all he has 
writteji beforCy and are mdeed very itne : Soloa^s to 
Craefus are very genteel; and Pitaccus^s on. the 
other £de» are Tode and pyiofophic^ : However, 
both 0iew Crxfus to have been a very good man. 
Thefe epiUles give a further reafon to believe, that 
the others were written by Phalaris. There is a, 
letter from Cleobulus to Solon, to invite him to 
Lindus.' ' 

* Bion ufed to fay, it was more eafy to determiue 
differences, between enemies than friends ; for that 
of two friends, one would become an eitemy ; but 
of two enemies, one wodd become a friend/ 

* Anachar£s has an ej^ftle to Craefus, tx) thank him 
for his invitation ; and Periander one to all the 
wiiemen, to invite them to CoHntk to him, after 
their' return from Lydia. Epimenidet baa an epiftle 
to Solon, to invite him to Crete, under the tyranny 
of Pififtratus.' 

' Epimenides often pretended that he rofe from 
death to hfe.' 

"The above notes are fuffictent to ibcw that he read . 
the ancients with attention, and knew how to fcled 
the mod curious paflages> add tuQ^ deserving the 
reader'^s obfervation. 

About the year 1711 the Dr. ptiblUhed a piece 
called the Britiih Palladium, or a weliCome of lord: 
Bolingbroke from France. Soon after this. Dr. 
Swift, Dr. Friend, Mr. Prior, with fome otherai: 
of lord Bolingbrotoe's adherents* paid a viiit to 
pr. King, and brought aloi^ wkh them, the key 
of the Ga%et(eer^s omce, tC!gether with another key 
for the ufe of the paper o£ce«. The day following 

this 
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fhk friendly vifit, the Dr. eftcered apon hk new 
poll ; and two or three days after waited on' his ' 
benefa^or lord Bolingbrooke, then fecretary of 
flate. 

The author of the Doftor's life, pubKOied by ' 
Curl, has related an inflance of inhumanity in alder- 
unan Barber, awards Dr. King. This magiftrate 
was then printer of the Gazette, and was fo cruel 
as to oblige the Dr. to fit op till three or four o'clock 
in the morning, upon thofe days the Cassette was ' 
poblifhed, to correct the errors of the prefs t which * 
was not the bufinefs of the author, but a correAor, ' 
who is kept for that parpo£e in every printing-office 
of any confequence. This (lavery the Dr. was not ' 
able to bear, and therefore quitted the office. The ' 
alderman's feverity was the more unwarrantable, as 
the Dr. had been very kind in obliging him, l^ 
writing Examiners, and fome other papers, gratis^ 
which were of advantage to him as a pritf^. 
Thofe writings at ^atfuil^iwPeiKAdei him kn<lwii!«o 
the miniftry, who alterwafds employed him in a 
itate paper called thoGazsttee. 

About Msdfummftr 1712 the Dr« qoiited his eili- 
ploy, and retired to a^en^eman'slio^&on Laixilie^ 
iide the water J where he had diverted himfelf a 
fummer or two 'beliwe : ffere he ci^oyed Ins ^ 
lovWl ^anqu^ity, widi afiriend, a botde, and his'' 
books; he frequently vifited IcMtl Clarendon, at 
Somerfet-houfe, as long as he was able. It was 
the autumn feafon, and tile Dr. began infen&bly to 
droop : He (hot himfelf up entli^ly from hi«s neareft 
friends, and would not fo much as fee lord 
Clarendon $ who hearing of his weak condition, ' 
ordered his fifter to go to Lambeth, and fetch him 
from thence to a lodging he had provided for him, 
in the Strand, over againft Somerfetrhottfe where 
next day about noon he expired, with all the pati- 
ence, and refignation of a philofopher, and the true 
devotion of Sl chriftiap ; bot Would 4)^ be perfuaded 

to 
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to go to reft the night before> till he made fuch a 
will, as he thought would be agreeable to lord 
Clarendon^s inclinations ; who after his death took 
care of his funeral. He was decently interred, in 
the cloifters of WeilnKnfter- Abbey, next to his 
jnafier Dr. Knipe, to whom a little before, he de- 
dicated his Heathen Gods. ^The gentleman al- 
ready mentioned, who has tranfmitted fome account 
of our author to pofterity, delineates his charader in 
the following manner. ' He was a civilian, exqui- 
' jfitely well read ; a ikillful judge, and among the 

* learned, an univerfal fcholar, a critic, and an adept ; 
' in all fciences and languages expert; and our£ngli(h 
' Ovid, among the poets : In converfation, he was 

* grave and entertaining, without levity or fpken : 

* As an author, his charader may be alfo funuu'd 
^ up in the following lines.* 

Read here, in fofteft founds the fwee^eft fatirc^ 
A pen dipt deep in gall, a heart good-nature i 
An Engltih Ovid, from his birth he feems, 
, Infpired alike with fbrong poetic dreams ; 
TheJloftian, rants of heroes, gods, and Jove, . 
The Briton, purely paints the art Qf love. 

As a ipecimen of our author's verMcation, we 
fhall fdedt a Poem of his called, the Art of maJting 
Puddings i publiihed in his Mifcellanies. 

I fing of food, by Britiih nurfe defign'd. 

To make the tripling brave, and maiden kind. 

Delay not mufein numbers to rehearfii^ 

The pleafures of our life, and finewsofour verfe. 

Let.pudding*s diih, mofk wholfome, be thy theme. 

And dip thy fwelling plumes in fragrant creani. 

Sing then that diih lo fitting to improve 

A tender modefty, and trembling love ; 

Swimming in butter of a golden htie, 

Garniih'd with drops of Rofe's fpicy dew. 

Somedmet 
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Sometimes the frugal matron feems in hade. 
Nor cares to beat her padding -into pafte : 
Yet milk in proper Ikillet (he will place, 
And gently ipic;; it with a blade of mace; 
Then fet fome careful damfel to look to't; 
And ftill to flir away the biihop^s-foot ; 
For if burnt milk fhou'd to the bottom ftick. 
Like over-heated-zeal, 'twould make folks iick. 
Into the Milk her flowV (he gently throws. 
As valets now wou'd powder tender beaus : 
The liquid forms in haily mafs unite. 
Both equally delicious as they*re white. 
In (hining diih the haHy mafs is thrown. 
And feems to want no graces but its own. 
Yet ilill the houfewife brings in fre(h fupplies. 
To gratify the tafte, and pleafe the eyes. 
She on the fur&ce lumps of butter lays, 
Which^ melting with the heat, its beams difplays i 
From whence it caufes wonder to behold 
A.filver foil bedeck*d witblfareams of gold ! 



XM^XOcC 
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jftSt stLjit sliL~Jfi. J^^R Jfc ^^^i jC^m Jit jrti jtL^rii JtC^rtc 

Thomas Sprat (Bifhop of Ro- 
chester) 

WA S defcended from a very worthy, thpugh , 
obfcore family, bchrgthc fon'of a private 
country roinifter; but his great merit raifed him to 
that eminent ilation in the chtirch, wherein he long 
prefided, and was defenredly acc(ninted one of the 
moft confiderable prelates of hh time. The Oxford 
antiquary informs us, that on the itftfi of January 
1654, he was entered hi Wadham -College, where 
he purfued his ftodies with the cloM a^sUcatioi!^ 
and diflingmfhed himftlf byhis prudent and conrte- 
008 behaviour. 

On the 3d of July 1669, Mr. Sprat took his 
mafterof arts degree, and the fame day, commenced 
doAor in divinity. He had not long been in holy 
orders, till he was introduced at court, and by a 
happy power in conjrerfation, fo attradted the re- 
gard or Charles the lid. that he was confidered as 
a man ftanding fair for preferm^t. In 1683, broke 
out the Ryehoufe Plot, a relation of the particulars 
of which, Charles the lid. commanded Dr. Sprat to 
draw up. This the Dr. in a letter to lord Dorfct, 
informs us, he did with great unwillingnefs, and 
would have been impelled by no other confidera* 
tion, than that of a royal command. The reafon 
he executed thefe orders with fo much reludance, 
was, becaufe many of the moft popular men in the 
nation were either concerned themfelves, or had fome 
relations engaged, fo that an account of a plot thus 

iupported 
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fappoited, aioft expofe he writer to partial or 
popul^MT re&otineiits. 

He requ^^ed the kingf that he might be permit- 
ted to fpare Tome namea, and to reprefe&t . the be- 
havibnr of others in as candid a light aa poiTible^ in 
which reqaeft his majefly indolgod him ; but not- 
withftanding all the. candour he obfervedy and the 
moft difpaflionate reprefentation of fads, yet his 
compofing this relation, was brought agaicuft him as 

. a crime, for which an oppofite party endeavoured, 
and had almoft efFedled his roin. This work* tho^ 
£ni{hed in. the year 1^83 was not publiihed till 
1685, when it came into the worlds under the im- 
mediate dke^on of king James the lid. It was 

, no doubt in confequence of this court fervice, that 
he was made dean of Wefbninfter, Anno 1683; and 
bifhop of Roch^er the year following. Another 
ilep he took in the ibort reien.of king James, like- 
wife ej^iW him to the refentment of that power 
which took place at the revolution, which was his 
fitting in the ecclefiaftical commiifion. By this he 
drew upon himfclf almoft an univerfal cenfure, 
which he acknowledges to be jufl ; as appears by a 
letter he wrote upon, that occafion to the earl of. 
Dorfet, in the year 1689 ; which thus begins. 

' My Lord, 
* I think I Ihould be wanting to myfelf at this 

* time, in my own neceflkry vindication, fliould I 

* forbear any longer to give my friends a true ac- 

* coant of my behaviour in the late ecclefiaftical 
.* commiifion. Though I profefs what I now fay, 

* I only intend as a reafonable mitigation of the 

* oflfence I have given, not entirely to juftify my 

* fitting in that court ; for which I acknowledge I 

* have defervcdly incurred the cenfure of many 

* good men ; and I wifh I may ever be able to 

* make a fuffident amends to my country for it.' 

His 
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His crime in this pardcnlar was fomewliat alle- 
viated, by his renouncing the coniniiffiony when he 
perceived the illegal prafiices they were going to 
pat in execution. His offences were ftreunoufly 
urged againft him> and had not the earl of Dorfet 
warmly efpoufed his intereft, he had probably been 
ftript of his ecclefiaftical preferments. His lord- 
ihip charged the ill-condu£t of both thefe affiiirs 
upon king James and his miniftry; and thereby 
brought the bifhop's opponents to a perfeA recohci- 
liatton with him. 

Notwithftanding this accommodation, fuch was 
the inquietude of the tiuies, that his lordihip had 
not long enjoyed this tranquility, bef<»re there was 
hatched a moft villainous contrivance ; not only to 
take away his life, but, the lites of archbi&op 
Sancroft, lord Marlboroug^, and feveral other 
perfons of honour and dimndion ; by fbr^ng an 
inftrument under their hands, fetting forth, that 
they had an intent to refiore king James, and to 
feize upon the perfon of the princefs of Orange, 
dead or alive ; to furprize the tower, to raife a 
mighty army; and to bring the city of London 
into fttbjedUoD. This black confpiracy to m^rther 
fo many innocent perfons, was by the providence of 
God foon detected ; and his lordihip drew up, and 
publiihed an account of it, under this title, A Rela* 
tion of the Wicked Contrivance of Stephen Black* 
head, and Robert Young, againft the Lives of fe» 
veral Perfons, by forging an Ailbciation under their 
Hands. In two parts. The iirft being a Relation 
of what pafled at the three Examinations of his 
Lordihip, by a Committee of Lords of the Privy- 
Council. The fecond, being an Account of the 
two Authors of the Forgery ; printed in quarto, in 
the year 1692. 

His lordihip was honourably acquitted ; and he 
ever after looked upon this efcape, as one of the 
mo& remarkable ble£ings of his life. ' In fuch 

critical 
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* critical times (fays he) how little eridence would 

* have fafHced to rain any man, that had been ac- 

* cufed with the leaft probability of tnith ? I do 
' therefore, moft folemnly oblige myfelf, and all 

< * mine, to keep the grateful remembrance of my 

* deliverance, perpetual and facred.* 

Hitherto, we have confidered Dr» ^prat in his 
eplfcopal, and public charader i in which if he 
fell into fome errors, he has a right to our candour, 
as they feem rather to have proceraed ^m miiinfor- 
. mation, and excefs of good-nature, than any male- 
, volent, or feliiih prinaple : We ihall now take a 
view of him as an author. 

His firll appearance in that fphere, was in the 
year 1659, when in concert witn Mr. Waller, and 
. Mr. Dryden, he printed a Pindarique Ode, to the 
'Memory of the mofb renowned Prince, Oliver, Lord 
Protedlor, &c. printed in quarto, whdch he dedica- 
ted to the reverend Mr. Wilkin's, then warden of 
.Wadham-CoUege; by whofe approbation and re« 
queft, it was made public, as the author deiigned it 
only for a private amufement. This was an unfa- 
vourable circumibince for our author, as it more 
particularly fhews the ficklenefs of his difpoiition in 
^te-matters, and gave him lefs credit with thofe 
parties he afterwards efpoufed . 

His next produdion in poetry, was an Ode on the 
Plague of Athens;. which happened in the fecond 
year of the Peldpponefian war, firft defcribed by 
•Thucydides, afterwards by Lucretius: This Mr. 
£prat dedicated to his worthy and learned friend, 
rDr. Walter Pope. The performance ftood the tcft 
of the fevereft critics ; and in the opinion of the beft 
judges, the manner of his great original was. judi- 
cioiuly imitated. Soon after this, he proceeded to 

five the public a ipecimen of his abilities in another 
ind, and fucceeded with the greateil applaufe; 
which was his Obfervations onMonfieur de Serbiere*s 

Voyage 
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Voyage into England^ ivritten to Dr. Wren, pro- 
feSat of aflroaomy. in Oxford ; priated in o^avo, 
lia theyeac 1665. 

Mr. Sprat in die beginning of his letter acquaints 
the Dr. with the motives of his engaging with 
Moniieur Serbiere, * Having now (fays he) under 

* my faands» the hiftory of the Royal- Society, it 
« will be in vain for me to try to reprefent its ddign 

< to be adisanta§eous to the glory of England, if 
. « my cottatrymen fhali know, that one who calls 

f himfelf a member of that fociety, has efcaped un- 

* aafwored in. the. public difgraces, which he has 

< caft on our whole nation.* — In this performance 
Mr. Sjamt has given an undeniable proof, that the 
ftren^th and folidity of anEnglifh pen, is infinitely 
fnpecior to the gallaiit air of a French author, who 
is fprighdy witbont propriety, and po£tive without 
truth. 

About two years after, 1667*, our author pub- 
.li(hed hb incomparable Hiftory of the Royal 
Society of London, for die improvement of natural 
ksukwledge i a work which has acquired him veiy 
great reputation, and has ranked him with the moft 
elegant and polite writers of that age. Soon 
after this, Mr. Sprat loft his amiable and much 
efteemed friend Mr. Abraham Cowley, who by his 
will recommended to the care of his reverend friend, 
the revifiUg of all his works that were printed 1' and 
the collecting of thofe papers which he had deiigned 
for the prefs. This truft Mr. Sprat faithfully dif- 
xliarRed, and to. the new edition of Mr. Cowley*8 
Works, he prefixed an account of his life and writ- 
ines, addrefled to Mr. Martin Clifford. Happy is 
it for a good; man, when he has fuch a friend to 
clofe his eyes : Thisiis adeiire peculiar to all» and 
tke portion of few to enjoy. 

For 
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For who to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey. 
This pleaiing anxious being e'er reiign'd ; 

Left the warrii precindls of the chearfulday. 
Nor caft one longing lingring look behind* 

On fome warm breaH the parting foul relies^ 

Some pious drops the ciofing eye requires ; 
E'en from the tomb, the voice 01 nature cries. 
Awake I (and faithful to her wonted fires *. 

This life of Cowley, by Dr. Sprat has been 
efteemed one of the moft elegant compofitions in 
our language ; there are feverai extracts from it in 
our account of the life of that amiable Poet. 

Thefe arc the moft material performances of Dr. 
Sprat : a man, who was early introduced into an 
elevated ftation in life, which he held , not without 
enemies to his dying moments* Villiers duke of 
Buckingham was his firft patron, who notwithfland- 
ing his ficklenefs, and inconfillent levity, never for- 
fook him ; a circumllance which has induced many 
to believe, that that nobleman owed much to the 
refinement of our author ; and that his Rehearfal 
had never been fo excellent, nor fo pungent a fatire, 
had it not firft paffed under Dr. Sprat*s perufal. 

This learned prelate died of an apoplexy. 
May the 20th, 171 3, at his epifcopal feat in 
Bromly in Kent, in the 79th year of his age ; and 
was interred in the 'Abbey- Church of vVeftminfter. 
. As helivedefteemedbyallhis acquaintance, as well 
as the clergy of his diocefc, fo he died regretted by 

• Elegy in a Country Ghufch-Yard, by Mr» Grey. 

Vol. HI. N^ 14. M them; 
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them, and indeed by all men of tafie ; for it is. the 
opinion of many, that he raifed the £ngli(h tongue 
to that purity and beaaty, which fonner writers 
were wholly Grangers to, and which thofe who 
have fncceeded him, can bat imitate *. 

The benevolence of our ' author is very con- 
ijpiciious in his laft will» in favour of his widow and 
ion ; in which he commands them to extend that 
beneficence to his poor delations, which they always 
found from hi|n ; and not to fufFer any of thofe to 
mrant, whofe necefftoos merit, had flfiired in all the 
external advantages he pofiefied. As he may be 
|nropoied (confidpred meerly as a writer) for an exr 
ample worthy of imitation; fo in the chara£ler of 
a dignified clergyman, he has likewife a claim to 
be copied in thofe retired and private virtues, in 
thofe ads of beneficence and humility, and thatt^ 
untfe^ed and primitive piipty, for whiph he was 
^ofUy diftingiiiihed, 

* Mr. Cooper, 'm his Ingenious work entitled the Lii« i^ 
Socrates, fpeaks in a veiy different ftrain of the biihop's Hifr 
tory of the Royal SckieCy, which he calls a < Fuftian Hiftor 
f ry !* and adds, that < it was efteemed an excellent copnp^fir 
f tion by theatetaphor-huming ttpb of (ylly ivrftip^s 'm Charlef 
f frtrei|]i.* 
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Charxes Montague (Earl of 

HALLltAx) 

WAS born the 16th of April 1661, and re- 
ceived the radiments of his education at 
Weftminfter-fchool ; From thence he was removed to 
Trinity-College in Cambridge, where by the bright- 
nefs of his parts he was early diftincaifhed ; and 
comine to town foon after the death of Icing Charles 
the lid. he contraded an intimacy with the earl of 
Dorfet^ Sir Charles Sedley, and other wits of the 
age. After the acceflion of king William and 
queen Mary, having attached himfelf to the revola* 
tion interefty he was fworn one of the council : He 
ferved in parliament for the cities of Durham^ and 
Weftminmr, at different times, and diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his fpeeches in the Houfe of Commons^ 
on feveral important affairs. He was conftituted 
one of the lords commiflioners of the treafury, on 
■the 2ift of March 1691, and foon after fworn of 
the privy-council. In 1 694 he was made chancellor 
and under trea:furer of the exchequer *. In the 
year 1695, when the nation was diflrefs'd, by the 
lU-ftate of the current coin of this kingdom, he pro- 
jected the new coining of the filver money ; and by 
his great prudence, and indefatigable indufh-ybroushc 
it to bear. He likewife propofed the ifllting 
exchequer bills, to fupply the great fcarcity of mo- 
ney, which has fince been made ufe of to the great 
benefit of the nation. On the i6th of February, 
1697-8, the Houfe of Commons, came to a refolu* 

• ColUiu*t Peerage. See Article HaUifaz, 
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tioD, * That it is the opinion of this honfe, that the 
' honourable Charles Montague, £fq; chancellor of 

• the exchequer, for his good fervices to this go-' 

* vemment, does deferve his majefty's favour.' 
His next concern, was the trade to the £aft- Indies ; 
the. fettlement of which had been lone depending, 
and was. looked on as fo nice, and difficult, that 
it had been referred to the king and council, and 
from them to the parliament ; who on May the 
26Kh,. 1698,. ordered a bill for /ettling the trade 
to that place : Mr. Montague tranfadted- this 
whole affair; and by his inouftry and ikill, in 
touching the affedlioos of the people^ raifed 
two -millions, by only doubling the duties on pa- 
per, parchment, and fait; which to have done 
hy any other means , was at that time mat- 
ter of the utmoft difficulty. Thefe proofs of af- 
fedion and zeal to his majefty^s perfon and go- 
vernment. Induced the king to declare him nrft 
lord commiffioner. of the treafury ; and on the 
1 6th of July, 1698, appointed him one of the 
perfons to whofe fidelity, and honour, he repofed 
the truft of lords juftices of England, for the 
adminiHration of government during his abfence. 
In the year 1700 his lordlhip refigned the place 
of firfl lord commiffioner of the treafury, having 
obtained a grant of the office of auditor of the 
receipts of the exchequer, vacant by the death of 
Sir Robert Howard ; and on the 4th of December, 
the fakne year, was advanced to the dignity of 
baron Hallifax, in the county of York. 

On the -acceffion of queen Anne, he was con- 
cerned in vindicating the memory of king William, 
and on all occasions fhewed a diiintereHed zeal in 
the fervice of his country. He firft projeded the 
equivalent, which was given to the Scots, in or- 
der to promote the Union between the nations ; 
and without which it had never been efFeded. 
And as hil» hrdflxip ^rfk moved for appointing 

comimiffioners 
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commiffioners to treat of an Union between the 
two kingdoms; fo he had not only a great fhare -in 
that treaty, as one of the commiffioners, bntcaafing 
it to be ratified in parliament, and anfwered, 
with all the force of which he was mailer, the 
various obje£bons made againft it. And farther, 
to ftrengthen the intereft of the Whigs, which he 
thought was cflentially connected with the pro- 
teftant religion, his* lordihip propofed the bill for 
the nataralization of the illuftrioas houfe of * 
Hanover, and for the better fecurity of the fnc- 
ceffion of the crown in the proteftant line $ which 
being pafs'd into an a^, her majefty made choice 
of him to carry the news to our late fovereign ; 
and to inveft his Ton with the enfigns of the ' 
moft noble order of this Garter. On his arrival 
at -Hanover, he was received with extraordina- ^ 
ry- marks of difUti£tion, and honour. During his re- 
iidence there, the prince-royal of Prufiia was mar* * 
ried to his prefent majefty*s iifter ; and foon after 
that prince fet out with his lordihip for the con^ 
federate army. {ial)ifax then went to the Hague, 
where he laid the foundation of a ftri£ler alliance 
between Great- Britain, and the United Provinces : 
On his return to England he was graciouily re- 
ceived by the queeny and continued in her favour 
till the change of the miniftry, in the year 1710. 

On her majefty^s death, our author was one of * 
the regency nommatcd by king George the Ift. till 
his arrival ; who w»s no fooner pouefled of the 
crown, but he (hewed htm diftinguifhing marks of 
hh favotnr, having fo ftrenuoufly promoted his fuc-^'^ 
ceiiion to the Britifh throne. He had his majefty's ' 
leave to refign his poft of auditor of the exchequer, 
to his nepliew the honourable George Montague ; 
and after being made firft lord commiilioner of the . 
treafury, and fwom of the privy. council, he was 
advanced to the dignity of «arl of HalKfax, and > 
£ ' ' M 3 vifcount 
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vifcotixit Sanbury^ by letters patent, bearing dtlie 
the 26th of Odober, 171 4; and before tke end ai 
that year, >vas inllalled one of the knights Compa- 
nions of the mofl noble order of the garter^ and 
made lord lieutenant of the county of Surry. 

Lord Hallifax died in the 54th year of his age, 
on the 19th of May 1715} and on the 26th of 
the fame month, M/as interred in general Monk's 
vault in Weftmin^r-Abbiey : leaving no iflue, 
his titles devolved on his nephew, George late earl 
of Hallifax. — Conild.eFed as a poet, his lord0iip 
makes a lefs coniiderable figure than, tbe earl of 
Dorfet ; there is a languor in his verfes, which 
feeras to indicate that he was not bom with a po- 
etical genius. That h.e was a lover of the nrnfes, 
there it not tlie leail.iloabty as we imd bim ^patro^ 
nifing the poets fo warsily i but the«e is feme dif- 
ference between a propeniity to poetry^ aad a pow- 
er of excelling in it. His lordfliip has writ but 
feijir tfaings^^ and thofe not of the utmoll confequenoe. 

Among others are the. following^ printed in Ton* 
fca's Minor Poets. 

I. Verfes On the death ofCbarks the lid. 

a.. An Ode on the Marris^ of the Princefs^Aime, 
and Prince George of DeniBark. 

^. The Man of Honour, occafioned by a Poft-? 
faipt to Penn's Letter. 

4. An£f>ifUe to Charles earl of Dorfet; oeea- 
fipned by King William's Vi^ory in Ireland. 

5. Verfes written fqir the toafting Glai&s of the 
Kit-Cat-Club, 1 703 ; which eonfitted of perlbns of 
the firft fafhion, who were in the intereft of the 
houfe of Hanover. Thefe Verfes arc by far the 
compleateft of lord Haliifax^s, and, indeed, 
genteel compliments to the radiant beetles, who 
were the chief toafts aiaongft the Whigs. 1 fhall 
liere jprefent tbe reader witii them. 

Duchess 
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Duchess of Beaufort. 

PiFspriAg of a tuneful fire. 
Bled with more than mortal fire : 
Likenefs of a mother's face, 
&le(t with more than mortal grace : 
You with double Charins furprizie« ^ 
With his wit, and with het eyes. 

Lady Mahy C9VRc$iLt>4 

Faireft, lateft of the beauteous race, 
Bleft with your parents wit, and her firH bloom- 
ing faee I 
Born with our liberties in William*s reign» 
Vottr eyes alone that liberty rpflram. 

Duchess of BLichmoicd^ 

Of two fair Richmonds dSfTtent ages bp^t 
Their's was the firft, a9d our's the brigliter 

toaft; 
Th' adorers ofifspring prove whp's moft divinCf 
They facrific'd in wat^r, we in wine, 

Lady Svnperland. 

All nature^s charms in Sunderland appear, 
Brigl^t as her eyes, and as her reafon clear j 
Yet ftill their force, to men not fafely known> 
Seems undifcover'd to herfelf alone. 

Madamouells Spadheime. 

Admired in Germany, adorM in France, 
Your charms to brighter glory, here advance 5 
' The ilubbom Britons own your beauty's ckim. 
And witb their native toads enroll your name. 
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William Wycherley, Efqj 

THIS Geiitlemaii was Ton of Daniel 
Wycherley, of Cleve in Shropfhire, Efqj 
and was born (fays Wqod) in the year 1640. 

When he was about fifteen years of age, he wa» 
fent to France, in the wellern parts of which he 
refided upon^e banks of the Charante ;. where he 
was often admitted to the converfation of the moft 
accomplifhed ladies of the court of France, parti- 
cularly madam de Montaufieur, celebrated by monf. 
Voiture in his letters *. 

A little before the reftoration of Charles the lid, 
he became a gentleman commoner of queen's col- 
lege in Oxford, and lived in the provod's lodgings ; 
and was entered in the public library, under the 
title of philofophiae ftudicfus, in July 1660. He 
quitted the univeriity without being matriculated, 
having, according to the Oxford antiquary, been re- 
conciled to the proteilant religion, which he . had 
renounced during his travels, probably by the per- 
fwafion of thofe gay ladies, with whom he converfed 
in France. This circumftance Ihews how dangerous 
it is to engage in a. debate with a female anta^o- 
nift, efpecially, if that antagonift joins beauty with 
underftanding. 

Mr. Wycherley afterwards entered himfelf in the 
Middle -Temple ; but making his iirft appearance in 
town, in a reign when wit and gaiety were the fa- 

* Dennis's Letters, vol. i. p. 213. 
» 
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tourite diftin&ions» he relin|aiflied the ftudy of 
the law, and engaged in purfoits more agreeable tt> 
. his own genius, and die gaUant fpirit of the times.' 
. Upon writing his Srft Play, entitled Love 
in a Wood, or St. James's Park ; and aded it 
the Theatre-royal, in 1672, he became acquainted 
with feveral of the rooft celebrated wits, both of the 
court and town ; and likewife with the duchefs of 
Cleveland^ Mr. Dennis, in his Letters quoted 
above, has given a particular relation of the begin- 
ning of his acquaintance with this celebrated beauty 
of the times, which is fingular enough. — One day 
Mr. Wycherl^ riding in his chariot through St. 
James's Park, he was met by the ducheis,. whofe 
chariot joftled with his, upon which fhe looked out 
of her chariot, and fpoke very audibly, ** You 
** Wycherley, you are a fon of a whore," and then 
burft into a fit of laughter.. Mr^ Wycherley at firft 
was very much furprixed at this, but be foon re« 
covered himfelf enough to recolledt, that it was 
fpoke in alluiion to the latter end of a Song in lu» 
Love in a Wood ; 

When parents are flaves. 
Their brats cannot be any other ; 
Great wits, and great braves,^ 
Have always a pu|i£ for theis mother- 
Daring Mr. Wycherley's. furprize, the chariots^ 
drove different ways, they were foon at a coniider*^ 
able diftance from each other; when Mr. Wycherley 
recolleding, ordered his coachman to drive back, 
and overtake the lady. As foon as he^otover a- 
gainflher, he faid to her, <* Madam, you waspleafed 
** to bcftow a title upon me, which generally be- 
** longs to the fortunate. Will your ladyfhip be at 
** the play to night ? Well^ (he replied, what if I 
** fhould be there ? Why then, anfwered he, I will 
*f be there to wait on your ladyfliip, though I dif- 
M 5 * «« appoint 
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^ appoint a fine woman, who hat made me an af^ 
** fignation. So, Taid fhe, you are fiireto difappoinc 
** a woman who has favoured you* for one who has 
** not. Yes, he replied, If ihe who hat not favour- 
^^ ed me is the finer woman of the two: l^itt he 
^^ who will be conftant to your ladyihip, til) be can 
*^ find a finer woman, is fure lo die your captive.'* 

The dvchefs of Cleveland, in coniequence of 
Mr. Wycherley's compliment, was that night, in the 
firft row of the king^s box in Drury-Lane, and Mr. 
Wycherky in the pit under her, where he enter* 
tained her during the whole play ; and this was the 
beginning "bf a correfpondence between thefe two 
perfons, which afterwards made a great npife in 
the town. 

This accident, was the occafion of bringing Mr. 
Wvchcrley into favour with George duke of Buck- 
ingham, who was pafiionately in love with that 
lady, but w^s ill-treated by her, and who believed 
that Mr. Wycherley was -his happy rival. The 
duke had long follicited her, without obtaining any 
favour : Whether the relation between them (hocked 
her, for flie was his coufin-german ; or, whether 
ihe apprehended that an intrigue with a peribn of 
his rank and charader, muft necelTarily in a fhorc 
time come to the king's (ars ; whatever was the 
caufe, ihe rcfufed To long to admit his vifits, that at 
laft indignation, rage, and difdain took place of 
love 5 and he refolved to ruin her. When he took 
this refolution, he had her fo narrowly watched by 
bis fpies, that' he foon dlfcovered thofe whom he had 
reafon to believe were his rivals ,• and after he 
knew them, he never failed to name them aloud* 
in order to expofe the lady to all thofe who vifited 
her ; and among others, he never failed to mention 
Mr. Wycherley^ As foOn as it came to the know- 
ledge of the latter, who had all his expedations 
item court, he apprehended the confequences of 

fuch 
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fuch a report, if it ihould rpach the King; and 
ap|)Iied, himfelf therefore to Wlmot earl of Rochef- 
ter, and Sir Charles Sedley, . ^ntreatin^ tbem \o 
remonftrate to the ^uke of B.wpkinghara, the mif- 
chief he was about to do (o o^e who had not the 
honour to know hiniy and who h^^d not offended 
him. * Upon opening the matter to the duke, he 
cried out immediately, that he did not blame 
Wycherley, he only accufed his coulin. • Ay^ but 

* they replied, by rendering hin^ fufpe^ed of fuch 
.' an intrigue, you arp abput to ruin him ^ that 

* is, your grace i^ about to ruin a man, who(e 

* converfation you would be pleafed with above all 

* things.' 

Upon this occasion, they faid fo much of thje 
Jihining (qualities of Mr. Wycherley> and the charms 
of his converfation, that the duke, who was as 
much in love with wit, as he was with his coufin, was 
impatient, till he was brought to fup With him» 
which was in two. or three nights. After fupper, 
Mr. Wycherley,. who was then in the height of his 
vigour, both in body and mind, thought himfelf o- 
bliged to exert his talents, and the duke was charmed 
to that degree, that he cried out with tranfport, and 
with an oath, * My coufm's in the right of it,' and 
from that very moment made a friend of a man he 
before thought his rival. 

in the year 1673 a comedy of his called thp 
Gentleman Dancing-Mafter, was a£led at the duke> 
Theatfe, and in 1678 his Plain Dealer was adled 
with general applaufe. In 1683 his Country Wife 
was performed at the fame Theatre. Thefe Play^ 
raifed him fo high in the eiteem of jthe world, 
and fo recommended him to the favour of t^e duke 
of Buckingham, that as he was mafter of the horfe, 
and colonel of a regiment, he beftowed two places 
on Wycherley ; As mailer of the horfe, he mad? 
him one of his equeries ; and as colonel of a regi^ 
M 6 ment 
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inent, a captain lieutenant of his own company. 
King Charles likewife gave our author the moft 
diilinguiihing marks of favour, perhaps beyond what 
any fovereign prince had (hewn before to an author, 
who was only a private gentleman': Mr. Wycherley 
happened to be ill of a fever, at his lodgings in 
Bow-Street, Covent-Garden ; during his fick- 
nefs, the king did him the honour of a vifit ; when 
finding his fever indeed abated, but his body ex- 
tremely weakened, and his fpirits miferably (hatter- 
ed, he commanded him to take a journey to the 
fouth of France, believing that nothing could con- 
tribute more to the reftoring his former ftate of 
health, than the gentle air of Montpelier, during 
the winter feafon : at the fame time, the king afliir- 
cd him, that as foon as he was able to undertake 
that journey, he would order five-hundred pounds 
to be paid him, to defray the expences of it. 

Mr. Wycherley accordingly went to France, and 
returned to England the latter end of the fpring fol- 
lowing, with his health entirely reftored. The king 
received him with the utmoft marks of efteem, and 
fhoTtly after told him, he had a fon, whom he re- 
folved (hould be educated like the fon of a king, 
and thit he could make choice of no man fo proper 
to be hisg vernor as Mr. Wycherley ; and, that for 
this fcrvice, he fhould have fifteen-hundred pounds 
a year allotted him ; the King alfo added, that 
when the time came, that his ofi'ice fhould ceafe, 
he would take care to make fuch a provifion for 
him, as fhould fet him above the malice of the 
world and fortune. Thefe were golden profpeds 
for Mr. Wycherley, but they were foon by a croft 
accident dafhed to pieces. 

Soon after this promife of his majefly's, Mr. 
Dennis tells us, that Mr. Wycherley went down to 
Tunbridge, to take either the benefit of the waters, 
or the diverfions of the place ; when walking one 
d*y upon the wells-walk, with hi* friend Mr. Fair- 

beard 
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beard of Grey^s-Inn, jaft as he- came up to the 
bookfeller's, the coimtefs of Drogheda, a yoang 
widow, rich, noble and beautiful^ came to the 
bookfeller, and enquired for the Plain Dealeh 
' Madam, fays 'Mr. Fairbeard, fince you are for 

* the Plain Dealer, there he is for you," pufliing 
Mr. WyCherley towards Jier. * Yes, fays Mr. 

* Wycherley, diis lady can bear plain dealing, for 

* ihe appears to be fo accomplifhed, that what 

* would be a compliment to others, when faid 
'* tb her,' would be plain dealing. — No truly 

* SiV, faid the lady, 1 am not Wi£ottt my faults 

* more than the>reft of my fex; and. yet, not with - 

* (landing all my faults, I love plain dealing, and 

* never am more fond of it, then when it tells me 
' of a fault i* Then madam, fays Mr. Fairbeard, 
you and the plain dealer feem defigned by heaven 
lor each other. In ihort, Mr. Wycherley aconipa- 
nied her upon the walks, waited upon her hom^, 
vifited her daily at her lodgings whilfl ihe flayed 
at Tunbridge ; and after ihe went to London, s^ 
her lodgings in Hatton-Garden : where in a little 
time he obtained her confent to marry her. This 
he did by his father's command, without ac^ 
quainting the king; for it was reafonably fuppofed 
that the lady having a great independent eftate, 
^nd noble and powerful relations, the acquainting 
the kix^ with the intended match, would be the 
likelieft way to prevent it. As foon as the news 
was known at court, it was looked upon as an 
affront to the king, and a contempt of his majefty's 
orders rand Mr* Wycherley 's. condu6k after mar- 
riage, made the refentment fall heavier upon him : 
For being confdous he had givtn oiFence> and feU 
dom going near the courts his abfence w^s . con- 
ftrued into ingratitude. '• f 

The countefs, though a-fplendid wife, .was not 
formed, to d&ake,:a.liu(bana. happy ; fhe was in 
her nature extremely jealous, and indulged it to 

fuch 
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ittch a itgtec^ that £ke couI4. not 6i^dur« her hjiCr 
band fl&oi^d be ene m.Qment out of h^r figk^ 
Their lodging; were in fiow-jftceet, Covent-Gax- 
den, over agaioft the Cock Tavern; ivhi^h^ar if 
Mr. Wycherley at any time went, he was obliged 
to leave the windows <ipen, that his lady might 
fee there was no woman in the company. 

This was the caufe of Mr. Wycherley'a difgrace 
with the King, whofe fairour and afFe^ion he had be- 
fore poireiTed in {o diftinguiQied ii. degree. The 
coiintcfs fettled all her eflate upon hioiy but h>s title 
being difpated after her death, the expence pf the 
law, and other ineombrancesy fo fax reduced him, 
that he was not able to f^tisfy the impatience of 
his creditors, who threw him at laft into prifon ; fo 
that he, who but a few years before was fiouriAiing 
in all ^e gaiety of life, fluihed with profpeds 
of court preferment, and happy in the moil ex- 
tenfive reputation for wic and parts, was condemn- 
ed to fulFer all the rigours of want : for his father 
did not think proner to fupport him. In this fevere 
extremity, he fell upon an expedient, w^ich, no 
^ doubt, was di£Uted by his dillrefs, of applying to 
his Bookfeller, who had got coniiderably by his 
Plain Dealer, in order to borrow 20 1. but he applied 
in vain ; the Bookfeller refufed to lend him aihilling; 
and in that diftrefs he languiihcd for (even years ^ . 
nor was he releaied 'till one dzy King Tames go- 
ing to fee his Plain-Dealer perfiorpica, was Co 
charmed with it, that he gave immediate orders for 
the payment of the author's debts, adding to that 
bounty a penfion of 200 1. per annum, while lie con* 
tinned in England. But the genei»us intention of 
that Prince to him, had notthe defignedjefied, pure- 
ly through his modefty ; he being aftuun^ fotell the 
carl of Mulgrave, whom the King-i^ad fexu to de- 
mand it, a ^lUlbuAof his debts, ^e khoured un- 
der the weight of thcfe difficulties 'fiill^his father 
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died, and thctt the eftate that defcended to ym, 
was left under very oneafy limitations, he being 
onlv a tenant for .life, and not being allowed \o 
raife money for the paymcot of his debts : yet, 
as he had a power to make a jointure, he marrfccj, 
almofl at the eve of his days, a young gentlewo- 
man of 1 500 L fortune, part of which being ap- 
plied to the ufes he wanted it for, he died eleven 
days after the celebration of his nuptials in Decem- 
ber 171 5, and was interred'in the vault of Co- 
vent Garden church. 

Befides the plays already mentioned, hepnbliih- 
ed a volume of poems 1704, which met with no 
great fuccefs ; for, like Congreve, his ftrength lay 
only in the drama, and, unlefs on the ftage, he 
was but a fecond rate poet. In 1728 his pofthu- 
mous works in profe and verfc were publiftied by 
Mr. Lewis Theobald at London in 8vo. 

Mr. Dennis, in a few words, has fiimmed up thia 
gentleman's charadler ; * he was admired by the men 

* for his parts, in wit and learning ; and he was ad- 
' mired by the women for thofe parts of which 

* they were more competent judges.' Mr. Wycher- 
ley was a man of great fprightlinefs, and vivaci- 
ty of genius, he was faid to have been handfome, 
formed for gallantry, and was certainly an idol 
with the ladies, a felicity which even his wit might 
not have procured, without exterior advantages, . 

As a poet and a dramatic, 1 cannot better exhi* 
bit his charafter than in the words of George lord 
Lanfdowne ; he obferves, « that the earl of Ro.. 

* chefter, in imitation of one of Horace's cpifUes, 

* thus mentions our author $ 

• Of all OUT modern wits none feem to iije, 1 

* Once to have touch'd upon true comedy > 
« But hafly Shadwel, and flow WycicrJey- > 

• Shadwei's nniinilhM works do yet impart 

* Gr^t proofs of nature's force.! tho^ none of art. 

'But 
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* But Wycherlcy earns hard whatever he gains^ 

* He wants no judgment, and he fpares no pains ^ 

* Lord Lanfdowne is perfwaded, that the earl fell 
'* into this 'part of the charader (of a laborious 

' writer) merely for the fake of the verfe ; if haily^ 
' fays he, would have flood as an epithet for 

* Wycherley, and flow, for Shadwel, they would in 
« all probability have been fo applied, but the verfc 

* would have been fpoiled, and to that it was ne- 

* ceflary to ful>mit. Thofe, who would form their 

* judgments only upon Mr. Wycherley 's writings, 

* without any perfonal acquaintance with him« 

* might indeed be apt to conclude, that fuch a dl- 

* veriity of images and characters, fuch ftrid en^ 

< quiries . into nature, fuch dofe obfervations on 

< the feveral humours, manners, and affedlions oT 

* all ranks and degrees of men, and,, as it were, 

* fo true and perfed a difleClion of humankind, 

* delivered with fo much pointed wit, and force of 

* expreflion, could be no other than the work of 

* extraordinary diligence, labour, and application ; 

* but in truth, we owe the pleafure and advan^ 

* tage of having been fo well entertained, and in- 
' ilru6led by him, to his facility of doing it; if it 

* had beea a trouble to him to. write, I am much 
/< miftaken if he would not have fpared that trou- 

' ble. What he has performed, would have been 

* difficult for another -, but a club, which a man 

* of an ordinary fize could not lift, was a walking 

* ftafF for Hercules, To judge by the fharpnefs, 

* and fpirit of his fatires,, you might be led inta 

* another miflake, and imagine him an ill-natur*d 
« man, but what my lord Rochefter faid of lord 
* . Dorfet, is applicable to him, the befl good man 

* with the worll natured mufe. As pointed, and 

* fevere as he is in his writings, in his temper he 
<^ had all the foftnefs of the tendered difpoiition ; 
' gentle and inoffeniive to every maa in his par- 

* * ticular 
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* tkular charafler ; he only attacks vice as a pub- 
' lie enemy, compaiHonating the wound be is un^ 

* der a neceflity to probe, or grieving, like a 

* good-natured conqueror, at the occafions which « 

* provoke him to make fuch havock. King 

* Charles II. a nice difcerner of men, and himfelf 

* a man of wit, often xhofe him for a companion 

* at his leifure hours, as Auguftus did Horace, and 

* had very advantagepus views for himt but un- - 
■ luckily an amorous inclination interfered ; th^. 

* lover got the better of the courtier, and ambi- 

* tion fell a facrifice to love, the. predominant paf- [ 
« iion of the nobleft mind. Many obje£i to his- 

* verfification ; it is certain he is no mafter of num- 
' bersy but a Diamond is not lefs a Diamond for 
' not being poliflied.' 

Mr, Pqpe,; when very young, made his court to .1 
Mr. Wycherley, when very old ; and the latter was 
fo welfpleafed with the former, and had fuch an 
opinion of his rifing genius, that he entered into an 
intimate correfpondence with him, and fubmitted 
his works to Mr. Pope's correftion* See the letters 
between Pope and Wycherley, printed in Pope's , 
works. 

. . • •.,:-. "' <r 
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WA S korn about the middle tff the ttign of 
Charles II. in the kingdom of Ireland, 
lind there received his education. He was a: 
man of learning, toorteous, ^nd carididy but was 
thought to poffefs no great genius, as being defi* 
cient in what is its firft charadeplUc, name** 
ly, invention. He was made poet laureat to King 
William, upon the death of Shadwell^ and held d|i^ '; 
place 'till the acceffion of King. George I> on wlK>nk 
ncfivc<ito write the iirft Birth-Day Ode, which is 
executed with unufual fpirit. Mr. Tate being 
a man of extreme modefty, was never able to 
make his fortune, or to raifc himfelf above neccf- 
fity ; hfi was obliged to have reco\irfe to the patro- 
nage of^ the earl of-Dorfct, ta'fcreen him ftom the 
perl'e' i.tion of his creditors. Befides feveral other 
poetical performances, which will be afterwards 
enumerated, and a Veriion of the Pfalms, in con- 
j«n£lion with Dr. Brady, Mr. Tate has been the 
author of nine plays, 6f which the following is the 
Mi 

I. Brutui of Albay a Tragedy; aftcd at the 
Duke's 1 heatfc 1678, dedicated' to the Earl of 
Dorfet. This play i$' fpunded on Virgil's JEncid^ 
b. iv, and was finifhed under the name of Dido 
and i^neas, but by the advice of fome friends, was 
tcansformed to the drefs it now weai s. 

a. Thc^ 
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1. The Loyal General, a "Tragedy; aded at the 
Duke's Theatre i6go. 

3. Richard II. revived, and altered from Shake-* 
fpear, under the title of the Sicilian Ufurper ; a 
Tragedy, with a Prefatory EpilUe, in Vindication 
of the Author, occafioned by the Prohibition of 
this Play on the Stage. The fcene is in England. 

4. The Ingratitude of a Commonwealth, or the 
Fall of Caius Marius Coriolanus ; this was printed 
ia 4to. 1682, and dedicated to the Marquis of 
Worcefter ; it is founded dn Sbakefpear's Cori" . 
olanus. 

5. Cuckold's Haven, or an Alderman no Con^ 
juror ; a Farce ; aded at the Queen's Theatre in 
the Dorfet-Garden 16^5. Part of the plot of this 
piece feems to be taken from Ben. John^n's E^ 
ward Hoe. or the Devil is an Afs. 

6. A Duke, andNoD^ke, a Farce, aiftedi6l4« 
The plot from Trappolin fuppofed a Priiic^ 

7. The Ifland Princcfo, a Tragi- Comedy j afted 
at the Theatre Royal 1687,. dedicated to Henry 
Lord Waldegrave. This is the Ifland Princefs of 
Fletcher revived, with alterations. 

8. Lear King of England, and his Three Paugb* 
ters, an Hiftorical Play, ^ded at rho Pake's The* 
atre 1687. It is onex>f Shakefpear's m^ moving . 
tragedies revived, with alterations. 

9. Injured Love, or the Cruel Hufband* a Tia« 
gedy, aded at the Theatre-Royal 1707. 

His other works arc chiety thefc. 

The Second Pare of Abfalom and AchitcHdieL 

Mr. Dryden, author of the feft, affifted in thi»».h« 
being himfelf prefied to write it, but declined the- 
taik, and encouraged Mr. Ta^e in tbe perforniance. 
. The Rife and Progrei« of PrieOaraft. 
Syphilis, or a Poetieal Hiftwy of tbf French 
Diicafe. 

Jephtha's 
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• Jcphtha's Vow. 

In Memory of his Grace the Illuftrious Duke of 
Ormond, 1688. 

On the Dfeath of the Countefs of Dorfet. 

The Charaders of Virtue and Vice defcribed, in 
the Perfon of the Wife Man and the Hypocrite ; at- 
tempted in Verfe, from a Treatife of Jof. Hall, 
BJfhop of Exeter. 

A Poem upon Tea. 

The Triumph, or Warriors Welcome ; a Poem 
on the glorious Succefs of the laft Year, with the 
Ode for New-Ycar's-Day, 1705. 

Thoughts on Human Life* 

The Kentilh Worthies. 

'The Monitor, intended for the promoting Reli- 
gion and Virtue, and fuppreffing |Vicc and Im- 
morality ; containing forty one Poems on feveral 
Snbje^s^, in purfuance of her Majefly's mod gra- 
cious directions, performed by Mr. Tate, Mr. 
Smith, and others. This paper was publifhed on 
Mondays, Wedncidays, and Fridays, in the years 
1 71 2, and 171 3. 

The Triumph of Peace, a Poem on the Magni- 
ficent, Public Entry of his Grace the Duke of 
ShWwfbury, AmbaiTador from the Queen of Great 
BHtain to the Moft Chriftian King, and the Mag^ 
niiicent Entry of his Excellency the illuftrious Duke 
D^Aumont, Ambailador from his Mod Chriftian 
Majefty to the Queen of Great Britain, with the . 
' Profpe£l of the Glorious Proceffion for a General 
Thankfgiving at St. Paul's. 

The Windfor Mufe's Addrefs, prefaging the 
taking of Lifle 5 prefentcd to her Majefty at the 
Court's departure from the CafHe, September 28^,' 
1708, 4to. 

The Mufes Memorial of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, Lord High Trea- 
furer of Great Britain, 1713. 

Funeral 
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Funeral Poems on Queen Mary, Archbiihop of 
Canterbury, &c. 8vo. 1700. 

A Poem occafioned by the late Difcontents^ and 
Di^u^bances in the State ; with Refiedions upon 
"the Rife and Progrcfs of Prieftcraft. 

An Elegy on the much efteemed, and truly wor- 
thy Ralph Marshall, Efq; one of his Majefty's Ju- 
ftices or the Peace, &c. fol. 1700. 

Comitia Lyrica, five carmen Panegyricuniy in 
quo^ ad^xbrnandasMagniGodolphini laudes, omnes 
omnium Odarum modi ab Horatio delegantur (per 
Ludovicum Maidvellium) Paraphrafed in Englifh^ 
fol. 1707. 

On the Sacred Memory of our late Sovereign ; 
with a Congratulation to his prefent Majefty, fol. 
1685, fecond edition. 

Maufoleum, a Funeral Poem on our late Graci- 
ous Sovereign Queen Mary, of bleffed memory. 

An Elegy on the moft Rev. Father in God, his 
Grace John, late Archbiihop of Canterbury; writ- 
ten in the year 1693. 

A Poem in Memory of his Grace the illuflri- 
ous Duke of Ormond, and of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Oflbry ; written in the year 1688. 

An Elegy in Memory of that mod excellent La- 
dy, the late Countefs of Dorfet ; written in the 
year 1691. 

A Confolatory Poem to the Right Hon. John 
Lord Cutts, upon the Death of his moft accom- 
plilhed Lady. 

A Poem on the laft Promotion of feveral eminent 
Perfons in Chorch and State ; written in the 
year 1694, fol. dedicated in Verfe to the Right 
Hon. Charles Earlof Middlefex, &c. Thefe are all 
printed under the title of Funeral Poems on her late 
Majefty of bkffed memory, &c. 8vo, 1700. 

Mifcellanea Sacra ; or Poems on Divine and 
Moral Subjeds, colleded by Mr. Tate. He alfo 

gave 
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gave Ac public a great many tranflations from O- 
vid» Horace, Jiivenal^ Virg£[. 

His fong on his Majefty's birth-day has the fol- 
lowing flanza. 

When Kings that make the public good their care 
Advance in dignity and Hate, 
Their rife no envy can create ; 
Their fubjefts in the princely grandeur (hare : 
For, like the fun, the higher they afcend. 
The farther their indulgent beams extend. 

, Yet lon^ before our royal fun 
His dellin'd conrfe has run. 
We're blefs*d to fee a glorious heir. 
That ftiall the mighty lofs repair ; 
When he that blazes now ihall uiis low fphere re- 

fign 
In a fublimer orb eternally to fliine. 

A Cynthia too, adornM with every grace 

Of perfon and of mind ; 
And happy in a ftarry race. 

Of that aufpicious land. 

As joyfully prefage. 
No want of royal heirs in any future age. 

Chorus. 
Honour*d with the beft of Kings, 
And a fet of lovely fprings. 
From the royal fountain flowing. 
Lovely ftreams, and ever growmg, 
Happy Britain paft exprefluig, 
Ofily learn to priae diy bleffing. 



We 
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I 

Wc ihall give fomc further account of the tran- 
flatiod of the Pfalms in the life of Dr. Brady. 
Thi« author died in the Mint iyi6^ was interred 
in St. George's church, Southwark» and was fuc- 
ceeded in the laurel by Mr< Eufden. 






Sir Samuel Garth. 

THIS gentleman was defcended from a good 
family in Yorkfhire ; after he had paifed 
through his fchool education, he was removed to 
Peter-hoiife in Garobridge, where he is faid to have 
continued till he was created Dr. of Phyfic July 7, 
1691 f. 

In i6g6 Dr. Garth zealoufly promoted the ereft- 
jnff the Difpenfary, being an apartment in the 
college for the relief of ^e iick poor, by giving 
them advice gratis, and difpenfing medicines to 
them at low rates. This wotk of charity having 
^xpofed him^ and many other of the moft eminent 
Phyficians to the envy and refentment of feveral 
perfotts of the fame faculty, as well as Apothe- 
caries, he ridiculed them with peculiar fpirit, and 
vivacity, in his poem called the Difpenfary in 6 
Cantos ; which, though it firft ftole into the world 
-a Httle hafBly, and incorrcft, in the year .1669, 
yet bore in a few mohths three impreffions, and 
was afterwards printed feveral times, with a dedi- 

f Biog. Brit« p. 212$% 

catioa 
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cation to Anthony Henley, efquire. This poem, 
gained our aathor great reputation ; it is of the 
' Durlefque fpecies, and es^ecuted with a degree of 
humour, hardly equal'd, unlefs in the Rape of 
the Lock. ' 

Our author^s poetical charad^er, joined with his 
fkill in his profeiHon, his agreeable converfation, 
and unafFe^ed good nature, procured him vaft 
practice, introduced him to the acquaintance, and 
.eftabUdied him in the efteem of moft of the no- 
bility and gentry. Much about the fame time he 
•*gacvfe a diftinguiftiing inftance of his profound 
knowledge in his profeilion, his perfefl acquain- 
tance with antiquitv, and corredt tafte in Roman 
eloquence by a Latin oration, pronounced before 
the Faculty in Warwick-Lane, September 17, 
. 1697, to the ^reat fatisfadion of the audience, and 
the raiiine his own reputation, as the college re- 
gifter teflinVs. Pieces of this kind are often com- 
pofed with peculiar attention to the phrafe, the 
found of the periods in fpeaking, and their effed 
upon the ear; thefe advantages were -by no means 
negleded in Dr. Garth^s performance, but the fen- 
timents, the fpirit, and fUle' appeared to Hill great- 
er advantage in the reading ; and the applaufe with 
which it was received, by its hearers, was ecchoed 
by thofe who perufed it ; this inftance is the more 
lingular, as few have been diftinguilh'ed both as ora- 
tors and poets. 

Cicero, who was not heard by his cotempora- 
Vies with greater applaufe. than his works are now 
read with admiration, attempted poetry without 
'fuccefs ; reputation in that kind .of, writing the 
Roman orator much defired, but never could. cpm- 
pofe a line to pleafe himfelf, . or ^^ay o£ his 
mends. ", .' " ^ ;, . . . i 

Upoa 
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TJpdh fhe death of Drydcn iixMax 1 701, hy a ve- 
ry fl^-ange accident his burial'^ came to depend e« 
the .piety of Dr. Garth, who caufed tha body to 
be brought to the Colkge of Phyfidans, propofed 
and encouraged by his generous example a fubfcrip*; 
don for defraying the expence of.the funeral, and 
aifter pronouncing oyer the corpfe a fuitable oratioiH 
he attended the folemnity to Weftininfter-Abbey, 
where ^t lad the remains of that great man were 
interred in Chaucer's grave. For this memorable 
aft of tendernefs and generofity, thofe who loved 
the perfon, or who honoured the parts of thfit ck- 
cfllent poeti expreffed much gratitude to Dt. 
Garth.,. He. was one of the moil eminent mem- 
•bets bf'a famous (bciety cdled the Kit-Kat Clyby 
which coniifted of above thirty noblemen and gen- 
tlemen, diftineuiflied by their zealous alFedlion «to 
the Protcftant TOCCcflionin tbeHonfe of Hanover f^ 
October 3, 1702 he was elefted one of the Cctt- 

' fors-of the Colle|e of Phyficians. In rcfped to 
Kil polidcal principles, he was open and warm, 
and which was ftHl mdre io be valued, he was 
fteadyand fincerc. ;In the time of lord Godol- 
phin^s <adminiftration; nobody was better receivecL 
of his rank than DtJ Garth ; and nobody Teemed to 
have a higher opinion of that minifter's integrity^ 
and abilities in which he liad, however, the fatis- 
fsiBkm of thinking with the public: 

In 1710, when the Whig miniftry was difearded^ 

• ftnd hislordflrip had an opportunity of diljingui{hing 
hit own friehds, 'from thofe which \vere only the 
friends of his tJowcr/' it cfodd not fall of giving 
him fenfibW ^teafure to find Dr. Garth early de- 
claring for hini, and amongft the firft who be- 
flowed upon him the tribute of his mufe, at a 
time when Chat nobleman*s iatereft funk: A fituar 
. - •■*•''"' ' '" ' 

♦ See Drytkii'i Life. -* / 

•f Hift0^4>f tb»:S|Mrftits; ^Kii*^. 479.- • 
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tion wl^ch wonld have ftn^ a flattmr ^1194^. 
Tkere were feme to wliom this teftjmoiiy of fiT%- 
titode was by no meaos plcaibfi;, and thercjo;^ 
the Dr*s. lines wint feverely criocilbd by db^ «j;. 
«ininer» a paper engaged in the 4^knct of the p^w 
mtniftry ; bat infiead of finfcing the credit eUl^er 
of the aathor, or the verfes^ they added to the 
h#nbar of both, by exciting Mr. Addifon to 4ni>y 
Jiia' pen in dieir defence. In order to form a jads- 
menc both of the Criticirm, and the Defence^ u 
vAU be neceffiiry firft of all to read the poenA to 
which they rem-, nipre efpecially as it is very 
ihorty and ijiay tie fqppofeq to have been writtea 
ioddenfy, andv atlcaft» as niach from the authof*s 
^ratittide to Us noble patrbn, Zf a defirp of j&d4- 
uy to bis rejmu^pn. 

To the )5aj^l of QOpOLPHm 
While w,ee|>ing Borope be nd^ ben^^j^ ^ ^Ua, 




So much the ^mK<r W yo^ PFV*^W« ^^^^ . 
You tiling np l^bo^rt loog^^ i^r q^r xqjofe. 
Such condu4^ fuch integrity a;*? lhewa» 
There afe no cofTers en^pty, but your own« 

From ind4n4epjn)4epce^ jp^'p^ ypu retf^yf^ 
Unaflt'd you ofFe^, aad unfcf n ypu aiy;e. 
Vour'iavo*^'^ lAi^lhilTfiJi:, ipcre^ b|tjSpi|r$ |. 
And yet opiiceal| tlwiJbjBy:pc from wJ^i^cpit,%jy»« 
So poiz'd yonr palTipns ^^ w^»?4 n^p/>W^I% 
If Kinds ^p^feis njpt, ana if cbmmesjcie r^jp^ . 
Taxes diminiih'd, liberty entire^ ,;, . . 
Th€(£ a<c Sic erants youf feryice^ ^W^ 
Thof % th^ Statf Ma(;Ujie,wjiui^ i^axpp^i^ 
Bnt moves in natchlefs order by your care. 
free from confufion, fettled^ ^94 WCMi 
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Sat 1MW fouift <br» fmlftar to our pragrWi 
Connives now fchcmes, and cdts joif from sT-* 

No anguafli in your looks, nor ctres appear. 
But how to ttack th* nnprsClk^d orew to fleer. 
Tliaa lake ibme vidim no eonftraint, you need^ 
To expiate &enr offence^ by wkoifo yoa bleed. ^ 
IttgFfttitiide** a weed in ef^ clime ; 
It thrives too laft at firft, bnt fades in time. 
The god of day, and yont own lot's tht fame i 
The vapours yon have rats'd obfcore your flame. 
Bat tho^ yon fufier, and awhile retreat. 
Your glooe of light lodes larger as yon fet. 

TKefe verfei^ kower^ they may exprefi the gra- 
tkude, and candour of tke audior, and may con* 
tain no more than trttth of the perfonage to whom 
tkey aro addrefTed, ytt, everv reader of taHe wiS 
perceive, tkat tke verfes are ^ no means equal to 
tke npft of Dr. Garth^s poetical writing. Re. 
j^nuks upon tkefe ver£^s were publifhed in a Let- 
ter to tke Exasdner, September 7, 1710. The 
attkor obferves, ' Tkat tkere does not appear 
' either poetry, grammar, er defSgn in the com- 

* pofittott of this poem ; tke whole (fays he) feems 
' to be, as the iixdi edition of the Difpemary,kappi]y 
' express it, a fbong, unlal>oured, impotence of 

* thought. I freely examine it by^ the new teft of 

* good poetnr, wkidi the Dr. himfelf kas efta- 
' Mifiied. Pleafing at ficfl light: Has tkis piece the 
' leaft tide even to tkat ? or if we compare it to 

* tke only pattern, as ke thinks, of juft writing in 

* tkis kind, Ovid ; is tkere any thing in De Triiti. 

* bus fo wild, fo childifli, fo flat ? what can tho 

* in^^nions Dr. mean, or at what time could ho 
' wntethefe verfes ? half of the poem is a pane- 
« gyric on a Lord Treafnrer in being, and the reft 

* acompliiMM; of condolanee to aa Barl tkat h^s 
' Uik the Staflk In tkir^ lines his patron ir a ri- 

fin • vcr. 



aW .Thft.Lj^E of " 

" Ycr, the primttm mobile> a pilot, a vi£fiin> die 

* {vLikf my thing and. nothing. He beftows in- 
'* creafe, conceals his fource, makes the . machine 

* move, teaches to fteet; expiates our offence's, 

* raifes yapoors,- and Ipoks larger . as he fets ; nor 
< is the choice of ^s e^prelfion lef^ e;cqniiite, 
^ than that of his fi^ilif s^ Fpr co^nfiierce to run *, 
'* pafilons to l^e poize'dy qiem to be received from 

* depeadance, and a n^achine to be ierene» is per- 
' fedl/ new. The Dr. has a happy talent at in- 

* ventioJi» and has had the glory of enriching our 
^ language by his phrafes, as much as he has 

* improvedpjedicine by his bills.' The critic then 
proceeds to c6nrider the poem more minutely, and 
tp.expofe ^t by enumerating particulars. Mr Ad- 
4jfoii in a .Whig Examiner ^publiihed September 
14^ 17^0* takes occafton to rally the fierce otver- 
bearlng Ipirit of the Tory Examiner, which^ he 
iays, has a better, tide to the n^me of the execu- 
tioner. He then enters into the defence of tne Dr*s. 
poem,, and obfcjives,' ^that the phrafe pf p^fiion^ 

* . being j>olzed^ and retrievinp;., m<eri^ from dopen- • 
'..dence, cavi'ljed^t by the crimes, are beautiful and . 

* poetical : : it is ;the iamexavilliBg\fpirit, .fays he, • 
** j.,that finds /auk with that exprefiion pf the • 
'Pomp of. Peace, among Woes of War, as. well 
*• as oT Offering unalked,' This general piece of 
raillery >^.hich he paile& on the Dr*s. confideripg 
the tretafur'ex' .in Aey]^! different views, is. that 
vvhich might . fall upon *any poem in Waller, or 
any other writer wjio lias diverfity of ^ thoughts 
and aIlu£ofi5, and though it may appear a pleaianc 
ridicule to an ignorant reader, is ivholly ground- 
lefs and unjufl; - 

Mr. Addifon*s Anfwer is, however, upon the 
whole, rather a .palliation, tlian a defence. All 
the (kill c£ that writer could ne?er make that 

•. The lioe.kcre^rsfentd to, w«s omitted in ^At liter tditniH 
of thefe vcrie«« : . 1 . • ' 

i . poetical. 
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poeticaly or a fine panegyric, whicl^ is in its > own 
nature removed from the Very appearance of poetry j? 
but friendlbip, good nature, or a coincidence of 
partv, will fometimes engage the greateft men to . 
comoat in defence of trifles, and even againft their 
own judgment, as Dryden finely expreiie^ it in lu» 
Addrefs to Congreve, 

*• Vindicate a friend." 

. In 1 71 1 Dr. Garth wrote a dedication for an in- 
tended edition of Lucretius, addreffed to his late 
Majefty, then Elector of Brnnfwick, which has 
been admired as one of the pureft compofitions in 
the Latin tongue that our times have produced. 
' On the accefiion of that King to the throne> 
he had the honour of knighthood conferred upon 
him by his Majedy, with the duke of Marlbo- 
rough's fword ♦. - He was likewife made Phy- 
fician in ordinary to the King, and Phyfician 
General to the army. As his known fervices pro- 
cured him a great intcrcft with thofe in power, 
fo his hi^m^nity and good nature inclined him to 
make iife of that intereft, rather for the fupport,. 
and encouragement of men of letters who had me- 
^jit, than for the advancement of his private for- 
tune ; his views in thatrcfpcft having been always 
very moderate. .He lived with the' great in tbat'^ 
degree of efteem and independency, ana witii all that ' 
freedom which became a man pofTeiTed of fuperi- 
or genius, and the' mod fhining and valuable ta- ' 
lents. His poem entitled Ctarempnt, addreiled to 
the duke of Newcaftlc, printed in the 6th vo- ' 
lume of Dryden's Mifcellanies, met -with great ap- J 
probation . A warm admirer of the Do^r*s, f peak - * 
ine of Claremont, thus expreffes brmfclf ; * It will J 
* Turvive, fays he, the noble ftruftnreit celebrates,.: 

« ChroDol. Diary for A. D. 17 14- 15, 

N 3 * * and 
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* iokd will remain a perpetsal monoment of it» 

* authoj's learning, tafte, and great capacity as ai 

* poet ; fiace, in that &ort wonc, there are innn- 

* merable ^jeadties, amd ^ vaft variety of fenii- 
' ments eafily and happjTy interwoven i the mott 

* lively ffarokes of :fatirc being intermixed with th« 

* moft coortly panegyric, at 'the fame time that 
' there appears the true fpirit of ^ enthufiaihiy 
' which dilHngoiihes the works of one born a 

* poet, from thofe of a witty, or leumed inaii^ 

* that has arrived at no higher art, than that of 

* making verfe ♦.' His knowledge in philofophy» 
bis corre^ talie; m criticifm^ and his Aorodgh ac* 
quaintance in claflical literature, with all the ad« 
vantages that can be derived from an enadl, but 
concealed method* an acoorate, though flowinjg 
fiile, and a language pure, natural^ and full of vi- 
vacity, appear, favs the fame panegyrift in the 
preface he prefixea to a tranflation of Ovid*s Me- . 
tamorphofes, which woild have been fu&cient to 
have raifed biman immortid reputation, if it nad 
been die only product of his pen. 

pr. Garth is laid to have been a man of the moA 
exteniive benevolence; that his hand and heart 
went always together: A circumftance more valuable 
than all the luflre which £eniu« can conlisr. We can*? 
not however, fpeak olhas works with fo much 
warmth, as the author juft quoted feema to indulge. 
His works will fcarce make a moderate volume, 
and though they contain many things excellent, 
judicious, and humorous, yet they wiS not jufiif/ 
the writer, who dwells upon them in th6 fame rap-* 
tuxous ffaram of admiration, with whkh we Q>eak 
ot a Horace, a Milton, or a Pope. He had the 
happinefs of aii early acquaintance with fome of the 
mou powerful, wifefi^ and wittieft men of the age 
in which £e lived s be attadied iwnfelf to a party, 

* Kog. Brltan^ P* ^I35* 

c which 
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WliicK tt Itft obtafoed the afcendant, and he was 
t^oally fuccefsfa] in his fortune as his friends : 
Peribns in thefe circumftances ar^ fddoni praifed^ 
or cehfured whh moderation. 

We hav^ already feen hbw warmly Addifon e- 
fpodfed'the Dr*s. writings, when they were at- 
tacked upon a prinuple of part^» and there are 
many of the great^ft wits of hts time who pay 
liiflfk comiplinrents ; amongfl; the reft is. lord Lanf- 
do wne, who wrote foihe verfts npon his illnefs ; bat 
as the lines do no great honour either to his 
lordihip, or the Dr. we forbear to infert them. 

The following paflage is taken fromoneof Pope^s 
Iietterr, written upon^e death 6f J>r. Garth, which, 
we dare fay, will be more acceptable. ' The beft 
' natured of men (iav^ he) Sir Samuel Garth hat 
« left Me in the MtiSt contain for hM lofs. His 
' death was very heroical, and yet unafFedled e- 
^ n6ti^ to hire made ^ faint^ o^ a phiI6fo^6r fa- 

* wkaas^ But ill ton^hes, and wom hetrls hkve 
' branded his lift modems, as wrofi^lly as the]^ 

* did hblifo) with irrdigion : yoln tiSk have heard 

< maiiy tale< upon this fubj^ft ; bat tf evtt ther^ 
' #88 a good chriftfait, without knowing himfetf 

< to be 10, it was Dr. Garth/ 

Odr iuthor was cenfured for his loYe of pteafore^ 
in which perhabs it woUld be aafier to eittife th^A 
defend him ; but Hpbn the Whole, his dharatt^ 

rars to have been very ankiable^ jpirticuiarly, 
of hit bearing a tide of prorf^erity with fo Aadcn 
, evennefs of temper i and his nfilveirial be^evol^ficei 
which fe^ms not to have been cramped with party 
principtes ; as appears from his.pu^t^ towkrds the 
remains of Dryden. . . . 

He died after a fhort illnefs, January 1 8, 1 71 S-ig, 

and was buried the zH of ihe faiAe moiith in the 

church of HAtoW on the Hftl, ih the coifnty of Mid- 

dlefeXf in a vault he caufed to be built for himfelf and 

N4 his 
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his family *. leaving behind him an only daugbcex 
married to the honourable colpnel William Boyle, 
a younger fon of colonel Henry JBoyle,. who was 
brother to \he late, and uncle to the preient, e^J 
of Burlington §. His eilates in Warw^kfl^ir^* 
Oxfordniixe,., and Buckinghamihire, are now pof> 
fefled by his ^randfon,. Henry Boyle, Efci; whofe 
.amiable qualities endear him to all who have the 
happinefs of his acquaintance. His worlcs are Qoir 
le^ed, ' anid printed, in one volimier publiihed by 
Tonfon. ■ , 



Nicholas Rowe, Efq^ 

THIS excellent poet was de&eaded from 
, aar an^ot famHy in Devon(hire» Whkh hsA 
for.maxiy ^ges niadj^a very good . figure in that 
county, and w.as known by.tfaee name qf .the.Rbwet 
of Lamberlowne. Mr. Rowe could trace his an- 
cellors in a dired line up to the times of the.ho* 
ly war, fn which one, of them fo diftinguifhed him- 
felf, that at his return he had the arms given him, 
wkich tiie' family ha9 born ever fince, ^t being 
^ thofe days all the J^ward of military virtue, or 
of blood fpilt in thole expeditions^ 
, From that time downward to Mr. Rowe's father, 
the family betook themfelvesto the frugal manage- 
ment of a private foi:tune» and the innocent plea-i 
fures of a country life. Having a handfome 
eftate, they lived beyond the fear of want, or reach 
of envy. In all the changes of government,, they. 

. * Chronoi. Diary, A. p. 1719, 
, ' § Cpilbs'e Peerage, vpl, iv. p. ^59* 

are 
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arc faid to have ever leaned towards the fide of 
public liberty, and in that retired fituation of iife^ 
have beheld with grief and concern the many en- 
croachments that have been made in it. from time 
to time. . . . • 

Our author was born at Little Berkfprd in B.ed-^ 
fordfliire, at the h'oufe of Jafper Edwards, Efq;; 
his mother's father, in the year 1673 *. ^ He began' 
his education ac a private grammar-fchcJol in 
Highgate; but the tafle he there acquired' df.'the. 
clalfic authors, was improved, and finifhed un- 
der the care of the famous Dr. Bufby of Weil- 
«infter fchool ; where^ abou^t the age of 1 2 years^ 
he was chofen one of i^e ICing'*s fcholars. Befides. 
his (kitl.in the Liatin and* Greek languages, he 
had made . a tolerat)le proficiency jn the Hebrew j. 
but poetry was his early hient, an4 darling fludy. 
He compofed, at different times, feveral copies of 
verfes upon various fubjeds both' in Greek and. 
Latin, and fome in Englifli, which were much ad- 
mired, and the more fo, becaufe they were pro- 
duced with fo much faciKCy, and feemed to flow^ 
from his imagination, as faft as from his pen. 

Hjs father, who was a Serjeant at Law, deiign-' 
ing him for his own profelTion, took him from that 
Ithool when he was about fixteen years of age,, 
itnd entered him a fludent in the Middle- Tem- 
ple, whereof himfelf was a member, that he might, 
have him under his immediate care and ihiliudli-. 
on'. Being capable of any part of knowledge, to 
which he thought proper to. apply, he made very 
remarkable advances in the lludy -of the Law.,, 
and was not content to know it, as a colleftion or 
ftatutes, or cuftoms only, but as a fyit^m founded 
upon right raafon, and calculated for the good of 
mankinQ. Being afterwards called to the bar, he 
fjomifed as fair to make a figure in that profef- , 

. *" Wei wood's preface tp Rovvc's Luc an. 

N 5 ' '' fTonj,' 
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iTioD, as any of his cqttmporzriti» it the love oil^ 
ihe Belles Lettres, and that of poetry in particular, 
had not ftopped him in his career. To nlm there 
appearefl more charms in Euripideiy Sophocles» 
and ^fchilaS) than in all the records of an- 
tiquity, and when he came to difcern the beau* 
ities of Shakefpear and Milton, his foul-^as capu 
tlvated beyond recovery, and he began to think 
with contempt of all other excellences, when pot 
in the ballance with the enchantments of poetry 
and eenius. Mr. Rowe had the beft opportunitiea 
of riung to eminence in the Law, by means <jf 
tTie patronage of Sir George Treby, Lord Chief 
^uftice of the Common Pleas, who was fond of 
iim to a ytry great degree, and had it in hia 
power to promote him ; but being overcome by 
nis pro^eniion to poetry^ and his firft tragedy, 
called the Ambitious Step-mother,, meeting with 
univerfal applaafe, he laid afide all thoughts of 
the Law- The Ambitious Step mother was our 
author^s HtQi attempt in the drama, written bjr 
him in the 25th year of his age, and dedi* 
catcd to the earl of Jerfey. • The purity of the 
' language (fays Mr. Wclwood) the juftnefs of his 
' charkdters, the noble elevation of the fentiments, 

* were all Of them admirably adapted to the 

♦ plan of the play,' 

The Ataibitious Step-mother, being the firft, is con- 
duced with lefs judgment than any other of Rowe'a 
tragedies ; it has an infinite deal of fire in it, the bu'-^ 
finefs is precipitate, and the characters active, and 
what is fomewhat remarkable, the author never after 
wrote a play with fo much elevation. Critics hav€^ 
complained of the famenefs of his poetry ; that he ' 
m^kes all his char afters fpeak equally elegant^ 
and has not attended fufilciently to the manners. 
Ti^is uniformity of verfification, in the opinion of '" 
fome, has fpoiled our modem tragedies, aa poetry 
is nude to fuppiy nature, and declamation cha. 

radtcrs* 
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ra£iers. Whether this obfervatlon is well fouhd- 
ed, we fhall not at pefent examine, only remark, 
that if any poet hai a right to be forgiven for . 
this error, Mr. Rowe certainly has, as his cadence 
is the fwoeteil in the world, his fentiments chalte, 
and his language elegant. Our author wrote feverdl 
other Tragedies, bat that which he valued himfelf 
mpH. upon, fays Welwoqd, was his Tamerlane ; 
adied at the Theatre in Lincoln's-lnn-Fieids, and 
dedicated to the marquis of Hartington. 

In this play 9 continues Welwood, * He aimed at 
.* a pajrailel between the late king William and 

* Tamerlane, and alfo Bajazet, and a monarch who 

* is fince dead. That glorious ambition in Tamer- 
' lane> to break the chains of enflaved nations, and 

* fet mankind free frpm the encroachments of law- 

* lefs power, are painted in the moft lively, as well 
' as the moft amiable colours. On the other iide» 

* Jus mariner of introducing on the (Uge a prince^ 
' whofe cht^f aim is to perpetuate his liame to pof- 
' terity, by that havoclAbd ruin he (batters through 
' th^ world, are all drawn with that pomp of hor * 
' Tor, anddeteftation, which fuch monftrons adion«: 
' d«ferve. And, fin(je nothing could be more 

* calculated for raifing in the minds <^f the audience 

* a true pa£k)n for liberty, and a juft abhorrence of 
•* ilavery, how this play came to he difcoufaged,. 
' next to a prohibition, in the latter end of queete 
' AnneV reign, I leave it to others to give a s^on.** 

Thus far Dr. Welwood, who hta endeavoured 
to point out the fimiliarity of the charai^r oF 
Tamerlane, io that of king William. Though it 
is certainly true, that the Tamerlane of Rowe con«- 
tains grander fentunentsthan any of his, other plays ;i 
yet, it may be a matter of difptt« whether Tamer^ 
lane oq^ht to give laam^ to the ]^a)r ; for Tamerlane 
is victorious, and; Bajazet the fufferer.. Beftdes tHie^ 
K 6 fate 
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fate of thefe two monarchs, there is likewife con- 
tained in it, theEpifode of Monefes, and Arpa$s(^ 
which is of itfelf fufficicntly diftrefsful to mafcte 
the ful^edl of a tragedy. The attention is diverted 
from the fall of Bajazet, which ought to have beeh 
the main defign, and bewildered in the fortunes of 
Monefes,and Arpaiia,'AxalIaand Selima: There are 
in ihbrt, in this play, events enough for four; arid ih 
. the variet)'- and importance of them, Tamerlane and 
-Bajazet muft be too much negledled. All the cha- 
racers of a play ihould be fubordinate to the leading 
one, and their bufinefs in the drama fubfervient to 
-promote his fate ; but thfs perlbrihance ris not the 
^tragedy of fiajazet, or Tamerlane only ; but Hkewiie 
'the tragedies of Monefes and Arpafia, Axala and 
Selima. It is now performed annually, oft the 4th 
^and 5th »f November, in commemoratiofa of the 
(jun-powdcr i" rcafon, and rile landing of king Wil'- 
Jiam in this realm, when an oecafional prologue is 
ipoken. 

Another tragedy of Mr. Rowe's is the Pair 
Peaitenti afted at- the Theatre in Lincoln's-Iiin- 
sFietds ; and dedicated ttnht duchefs of Orihbnd ; 
This is Que of the moft frniftied performances of our 
ftuthof. The chara£^er of Scioho the father is 
llrongly marked ; Horatio's the meft amiable of all 
charai^ers, and is fo fuftained as to ftrike an audience 
very forcibly. In this,- as in the formet play, 
Mr. Rowe is guilty of a Tnif-nomcr ; for his Caliila 
Jias notice leaft claim t6 be called the Fair Penitent, 
which T^ouldbe better changed te the F^ir Wanton ; 
for flie difcovers not one pang of remorfe till the 
laft st6tf iknd that ieems to ariffe more froirt the 
external diftrefs to which (he is then expoied, than 
"to any compund-ione^ of confcience. - She *ftiU ' loves 
- and doats on her bafe betrayer, though a mod 
infignificant creatiare. In this thara6l«^, Ro\5?e ha«. 
beew true ta the ftx, lit di*awing' ai woman, as Ihe 
gerieraily-is> fondof ^her ftdttcerj- but He has not ' 
- •• • * '^-^ dsawn 
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drawn a Penitent. .The cbarader of Altamont is 
one of. thofc which the prcfent players obfcrye, is the 
hardeA to reprefent ot any ih the drama ; there is 
a kind of meannefs in him, joined with an lui- 
fufpedling honeft' heart, and a doating fondnefs for 
the falfe iair'.one, that is very difficult to illudrate : 
This part has of late been generally given' to 
performers of but very moderate abilities ; by which 
the play TufFers prodigipufly, and Altamont, who is 
jeally one of the mod important perfons in the drama, 
is beheld with negleft, or- perhaps with contempt; 
but feldom with pity. Altamont, in the hands of a 
good ador, woi^ld draw the eyes of the audience, 
'noiwjihftanding the bluftering Lothario, and the 
fuperior dignity of Hpratio ; for, there is fomething 
in Altamont, to create, our pity,, and work tipon 
jp(ur compaffion, 

So many players failing of late, in the this cha- 
racter, leaves it a matter of doubt, whether the 
ador is moll miftaken in. his performance j or the 
manager in the dillribuiion of parts. 

The next tragedj Mf . Rowe wrote was hisUlyfles; 
Afted at tne^ queei^'s Theatre, in the Hay-Market, 
and dedicated to the earl of Gbdolphin. This play 
is Viot atprefebt* in poffeffion of the ftage, though 
it "de'ferves highly to be fo, as the charadler of Pene- 
lope, is anexceltedt exafnple Of conjugal fidelity: 
Who, though her lord had been ten years abfent from 
her,and various accjounts h^dbeen given Of his d?ath, 
yet, notwithflrandinf>[ this,' andtheaddrefte'sof many 
royil/fuitors, fee preferv6d*her heart for hef Ulyfles, 
wirokt lalt friumphed over his enemies; and ref- 
Cued his faithful 'qileeri from thfe pi^'rfecution of her 

wooers. -^ ; This play^ has^ bufmefs^ paffion, and 

tiragic propriety to recommend it? — *• 

The next pJay^ Mr. Rowie brought upon the ftagc, 
was his koyatCdnfert, hAed at th^ q^ueeftS Theatre, 
in the Hayinarkct,' alid* 'de4icatcd to the cad of 

Haik&x.- ♦ - - ' ' '•' '^ '■': ■-' - ' • 

His 
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tih ntict fii the 'tragedy of Jane Shbre, ^^trritteA' 
in imitation of Shakeipear^s ftile ; a£l6d at xYit 
Thcatre-Royd in Di^ary-Lanc, ahd dedicated to 
the duke of Queenlbfefry and Dovfer. How Mr. 
Rowe could imagine that this play is written at aQ 
in imitation of Shakefpear's ftile, we cannot con- 
ceive ; for fo fir as' we are able to judge, it bears 
hot tjve leafl referiibtartce to that of Shakefpear. 
*f he conduft of the defign is regular, and in that 
/eiife it partakes hot of Shakefpear's wildnefs ; the 
>oetry is uniform, which marks it to be Rowc's, 
jut in that it U very different frorfi Shakefpear, 
>vhbfe ixfcellency does hot confift merely in the 
beduty of foft language, or nightingale defcrip- 
tibns ; 'but in the general poWer of his drama, 
the boldnefs of the images, and the force of hii. 
characters. 

Our auttior afterwards brought upon the flage his 
Lady Jan^ Qrey, dedicatied to theeari of Warwick j 
this play is jaftly in pofleffion of the ftagc likewife« 
Mr. Edmund Smith, of Chrift's-ChurcH, author of 
Phaedra* and Hyppolitus, defigned. writinjg a Tra- 
gedy on this fubjedt ; and at his death left fome 
Kjofe hintis of fentiments, and (hort iketches of 
fcenes. Fron? the laft of thefe, Mr. Rowe ^cknow- 
Tedges he borrowed part of one, and inferted it in 
his third aft, viz. that between lord Guilford, and 
lady Jane. It is hot much i6 be regretted, that 
Mr. Smith did hot live to finifh this, iince it ttll 
fhto the h^hds of one fo much above him* as a^ 
dramatifl J for if wc may judge of Mr. 3mith*s 
Abilities of writing for the ftase, bv his phaedra 
and Hyppolitus, it would not have been fo well 
Executed as by Rowe. Pfasedra and Hj^polito&t 
^ a play without padlon, thongh of inimitable 
^erfiEcatiohj and iii the words' of a living poet^ 

wc 
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we may fay of it, that not t&e du^'a^r^ i>at poet 
fpeaks. 

It may be jaftly faid of all Rowe's t'ragedies, 
that never poet painted virtoe, religion, and all th^ 
relative and focial duties of life» in a more alluring 
drefsy on the (Use ; nor were ever vice or im- 
piety, better expofed to contempt and abhorrence^ 

The &me principles ,of libei^ he had early 
imbibed himfelf, feemed a part of his conlUtu* 
tion, and appeared in every thin^ |ie wrote ; and 
he took all occafions that fell in his way, to make 
his talents fubfervient to them : His Mufe was ib 
religiouily cha(ie, that I do not remember, fays Dn 
Welwood, one word in any of his plays or writings^ 
that might admit of a double meaning in any point 
of decency, or morals. There is nothing to be 
ibund in them, to flatter a depraved populace, of 
humour a fashionable folly* 

Mr. Rowe's Plays were written from the hearty 
He pradlifed the virtue he admired, and he never^ 
in his gayefl moments, .furred himfelfto talk loofe-^ 
ly or lightly upon reli^Ous or moral fubje^ ; or to 
turn any thing, facred, or which- good men reverenced 
as fuch, into ridicule. 

Our -author wrote a comedy off three a^s, called 
the Biter. It was performed at the Theatre in 
jLincoln sJnn^Fields $ but without fuccefs, for 
Rowe> genius did not lie towards Come ' ^-K*In a 
converfation he had with Mr. Pope, that /j ^oei; 
advifed him to refcue thp queen of Scot | "^^the 
hands of Banks; and to make that lady w» Hiine on 
the ftage, with a Inftre equal to her charader* Mr» 
Rowe obferved in anfwer to this« that be was a great 
admirer of queen Elizabeth i and as he conld not 
well plan a play upon the queen of ^cots^s ftory, 
without introducing his favourite princefs, who in 
that particular makes but an indiiferent figure, he 
chofe to decline it : Befides, he knew that if he 
favoured the northern lady, diere was a ftrong party 
z concerned 
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concernerfWcruIh it J and if Ke Ihould make her 
appear lefs great than fhe was, and throw a (hade 
over her real endowments, Jie (hould violate truth, 
and incur the difpleafure of a fa6Hon, which though, 
by far the minority, he knew would be yet to6 
powerful for a poet to combat with. 

The late duke of Queenfberry, when fecretary of • 
ftate, made Mr. Rowe fecretary for public afFairs ; 
and when that nobleman came to know him well, 
he was never more delighted than when in his com-r 
pany : After the duke's death, all avenues were ftopt 
to his preferment ; and during the reft of queen 
Anne'*$ reign, he jpaffed his time with the Mufes and 
his^ books,* and fometimes with the converfation of 
his friends. 

•'While Mr. Rowe was thus tvithout a patron, he 
went' one day to pay his court to the carl of Oxford, 
lord high treafurer of England, then at the head of 
the Tory fadion, who alked him if he underftot5d 
fifpanifti well ? He anfwered no : but imagining that 
his lordftiip might intend to fend him into Spain on. 
fdfti^ honourable commiffion, he prefcntly added, that 
in a- fhdrt'time he did not donbt but he fhould pre*, 
fentfyb^^ble,* b6^h-to underftand it, and fpeak it.' 
The earl approving of what he faid, Mr. Rowe took 
his leave, and immediat^y retired out of town to a 
|5riviite*codnt'ryfafm ; where, within a few months, 
he' learned the- S-panilh tongue, and then waited. 
»gain 0>T^the' eafrto;givfe -him -an account of his 
dlfijence. His lftr<J(hip afkic^ him, if he was fure 
fiS^iifn^erftood-^f th6ithij;h!y, ^an<f Mr. Rowe an- 
fii'feffngliiTSthe affirmative, tht earl burftinto an ex- 
clartiatrdn ; * How happy are you Mr. Rowe, that 
' y6u can enjoy the pleafure of reading, and tmder- 
^'Ifafrdihg Don Quixote 'm the originjS !' 

This wanton cruelty inflidled by his lord- 
fhip, of railing expeftattons in the mind, that he 
never ii^nfded to gratify, aeeds only be told to 
excite indignation. 
''••'■•'■• 2 \ Upoa 
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.^ Upon the acceifioa of kixxg George the Ift. to the 
*throne, Mr. Rowe was made Poet-Laureat, and 
onp of the fiirveyors of the cuftoms>, in the port of 
London^ The prince of Wales conferred on )iim; 
the place of clerk .of his council, and the lpr4 
chancellor Parker, made him his fecretary for tl^ 
prefentationsy thd very day he received the ijeals^ 
and without his afldng it. ... 

He was twice married, firft to a daughter of Mr. 
auditor Parfons ; and afterwards to a ' dlaugh|ter . of 
Mt. Devenifli of a good family in Dorfetihire. By 
his firft wife, he had a' Ton, and by his fecond a 
daughter 

Mr. Rowe died the 6th of December I7i8, in the 
^4cth year of his age, like a chrifUan and a philofo- 
pher, and with an unfeigned refignation to the will 
of God : He preferv^d an evennefs of temper to 
the iaft, ahd took leave of his wife, atid friends, 
immediately before his' Iaft dgony, wiA the fame 
tranqitility of mind, as if he had been taking bat a 
(hort journey. * 

• He was interred in Wcftminfter-Abbey, over 
ftgainft Chaucer; his body beitig attended with a 
vaft number of friends, and the dean and chapter 
officiating at the funeral. A tomb was aften^ards 
CfreAed to his memory, by his wife, for which Mr.* 
Pope wrote an epitaph, which we Ihall here infert ; 
not one word of which is hyperbolical, or more 
than he deferves. ' ' . • 
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Epitajph on ROWE, b^Mr. POPB.. 

Thy fdiqncs, Rofwe ? <o this fad flirine we trull. 
And near thjr Shakefpei^r phtt thy honoured buft» 
Oh liext him (killM, to draw the tei^dertear. 
For never heart felt pzfSton mote feaccre : 
To Dobler fentimefit to tre the brav6. 
For never Briton more difdakiM arfhvef 
Peace to thy gentle fhade, ^ endlefs reil« 
Bleft iik thy genius, in (hy love too blcft I 
And bteft, tlrat tiriiclv from oor fcenc removed 
Tliy foul enjoys the Hberty it fav'd. 

To thefe, fo mourn'4 in death, b lov'd'm lifef 
The childlefs parent and the widow'd wife 
With tears inkxibes this moiiuinentai ftone, 
That Kolds their tiitm and eicpe^ her own; 

* lifr. kowe, a^ to hW jpcr&2|, wa^ S'^ctM anA 

^ well madei .&is face reguliu: ai^d of a 9AnIy b^a^^ i 

be had a quick:, i^nd AFuitful invjKqtioni a dees 




p{3lte.leai;ning, e^cia|ly t^ Cla$c Aftbor^ 
both Greel^ and Latin i he nade^lood the,£rench« 
Italian and SpanUb.laogaages. . He hi^d bkewifa 
read moft of the Greek and Roi^an hiHories in 
their origgnai lai^guagps i and moft th^^t af.e writ4 
' ^ in J&ns|li(h,^ French>^ (talian and Spanilh ; He 
had a gd^ taile in philofophy, ini h^vitag a firm 
impreiuon of religion upon his mind* he took de- 
light in'divioxty, and ecclefiaftical hillory, in both 
which he made great advances in the times he 
retired to the country, which were frequent. He 
expre£ed upon all occaiions, his full perfwaiion 
of the truth of revealed refigion; and being a fin- 

• cere 
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' ttrc xfiember of the eUablMhed church himfelf» 

* he pitied, but condemned not, thdfe who de* 

* parted fiom him ; he abhorred the principle of pet- 
^ wcoting men on accotmt of religions opinions, and 

* being feid rn his own, he took it not upon him 

* to cenfore thofc of another pei^friafion. His con- 

* ycrfationnras pleafant, witty, and learned, with- 

* oat Ae leaft tinfture of affedation or pedantry j 
' and his inimitable manner of diverting, or enliten- 

* ingikeccfmpany, mkde it impoffible for any on^ 

* to be out 6f humour when ne Was m h : Envy 

* and detradion, feemed to b^ eKidrely foreign tb 

* kis conilitution ; and l^hatever provocation We 

* nieewith at any time, he palfed them tsvtr, withoitt 

* the leaft thought of refentment or i^enge. Thcue 
' were not wanting (bme malevofent p(^opte» and 

* kmt pretehdersr to noietry too, that would foin^* 
'.tixhes Wlcat his beft ^eifo^maitces ; bat he Ivats 
^ too ntiich Mtkitm of Ms &^ genii|6t» tfnl had 
' ib nii^ch ^6bi'iitxtxi ais to fer|ive them, n(k 
-* codd. however be tedipied to ritttfa th#m ik 

* anfwcr,* 

This i< the amiable charader of Mr. Rowe, 
drawn by Mr. Welwood, to which we (hall add the 
words of Mr. Pope, in a letter to Edward Bloun^ 
Efq; datcdFcbroaiythe loth, 1715. * There was 

* a vivacity and gaiety of difpofition almoft peculiar 

* to Mr. Rowe, which, made it impoflible to part , 

* with him, without that uneafmefs, which generally 
' fucceeds all our pleafures.* 

It would perhaps be injurious to the memory of 
Rowe, to diftnifs his li/e, without taking notice 
of his tranflations of Luca% and Quillet's Calli- 
psdia ; the verfiiication in both is muncal, and well 
adanted to the fubjeft ; nor is there any reafon to 
doubt but that the true meaning of the original, is 
faithfully preferved throughout the whole. Thefe 
tranflations, however, with Mr. Rowe's Occafional 

Poems, 
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Poems, and Birth- Day Odes, are but litde read; 
'and he is only diftinguifhed as a dramatiil ; for 
which we (hall not pretend to affign a rcafon 5 
but we may obferve, that a Mufecapable of produce- 
ing fo many excellent dramatic pieces, cannot be 
fuppofed to have executed any plan indifferently f 
hovyever, it . may charm a reader leis than that 
kind of compofition, which is fet off on the Thear- 
tre, with fo. many advantages. 
. He publifhed likewife an edition of the works of 
Shakefpear, and prefixed the life of that great mats 
irom materials which he had been induftrious to 
.colleft, in the county where Shakefpear was born, , 
and to which, after he had filled the world witk 
. admiration of his genius, he retired. 

We deem it unnecefTary to give any fpecimen of 
Mr. Rowe's poetry ; the moft celebrated fpeeches in 
his plays, which are beautifully harmonious ; are^ 
repeated by every body who reads poetry, or attends 
'plays.; and to fuppofe the reader ignorant of thesis 
>voul^ be to degrade him fron^ uiat rank of Ij^ 
telligence, without which he can be little illiu- 
minated by peruiing the Lives of the Poets. 
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John Sheffield, Duke of 

BUCKI NGH AM. 

THIS nobleman, who made a very great fi- 
gure in die laft age, as an author, a ftatef- 
man, and a' ibldier ; was bom abotit the year 1 650. 
He loft his father when he was about nine years of 
age, and his 'mother foon after marrying lord*. 
OiTalton; the care of ^s* education was left en- 
tirely to a governor, "«vh6* though a roan of letters,' 
-dld'Aot much Improve Win in his ftudies *. Having'^ 
pftrtcd wfth his* governor, with whom he travelled 
ii\t6 ^Frtnce ; ' hfe foon found by converfing wifh men 
of genhfi? m^stf he was mnch*defiteient,in mstny parts ' 
of liteJ^athrft 'itrid drfat vvhil*^ hfe afcqiired'the .mces * 
of a gentleman, he was yet^ \^anting in thofe Sgher - 
excellencies ; without which politenefs makes but 
an indilierent figure, and cah never raifc a man to 
emineiice. 

He pofiiffed'an afmplfe fortune, but for a while 
laid' a r^ftraSftt' i^on Im^'jlppetites, land p^ffi^iis; 
and d^icated for foifte'tiihe' a certain ndnjber'of 
httttrt every day to hi* fW^ies-'bySyhich tueahs He' 
acquired i, dfegt^ee of leatflirig; that entidedJ Him? 'to • 
the charaflef oJF a fine fcholar. * But not content ' 
wit^that atqui^ipn, our noble author extended his 
views yet farther,, and rtiUefs in the purfuit of 
dlftind^ion, w^cfindhfiA at a ^67 early age entermg ' 

him« 
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Jumfelf 1 volunteer in the fecond Dvtdi war ; and 
accordingly was in that Runout naval enga||;emettt» 
where the dnkeof Yofk evmmanded as adnirad, on 

which occafioo his lordfhip behaved himfelf fo gal- 
lantlvt that he was appointed coounaiidcr of tbe 
royal Katherine, a fecond rate man of war. 

His lordihip in his own Memoirs, tells us, that 
when he entered himfelf a volfin^eer under his royatr 
highnefs the dnke of York, he was then deeply 
•ngagedy and onder the foft inflncnce of love : He 
fays, he never (hall forget the tendemefs of parting 
from his miflrefs. On this account doaUe hononr 
is due to him :^~-To enter the buftle of war, 
without, any other call, biit that of honour, at. ait 
mfg: when moft young noblemen are undor.the 
tuition of a dancing mafter, aipied a eeaerpiu 
Ititrepid patute ^ but to le^fe the am^. of nis mif^ ^ 
trefs, to tear himfelf fioi^ W he doated on, in 
order to ferve his country, carries in it yet a h^ijber 
degree of merit, and ought to put all yotnig men- 
of fortune to the blufli, who wpul4 x^er mea^lf 
riot in lnx¥vjii9\|ai cafe at homc^. rtlutn 4b hofsxm ti» 
then^elve^ s|nd; their cpui^try^ pj fig^eai^oari^ to 
ferv:e'i5. ..'.>';•. 

Hi& lordihip a^^fiowledgel ui' die above^en^;- 
op^ea Memoirs^ that the duke oif Ygxi^ di4 wonders 
in the engagement ; and that he was as intraptd in 
hia nature, a&fome o£ his enemies fupfofea him 
to be of an oppoAte.el^ra^ef.i ^q^k)^ %s he^ 
ajjl^ding to what ^ft^nvarda ;happq)^i w(^D^«#* 
ag^ and other accidentvj, wil): m^ a ff^ aiaii 
di&r, from himielf. : W^find oi^r y^nng. jipblemaii 
wlbile he was aboard a ihip, amidii( die aoife of the 
crew„, could yet if^ulge .fai». gfnius.lbrr jpoetyy. 
Gs^e would imagine that thia of:ean is too boifteroua 
an, element (of the. Mu^s,. ^i^ff darifng^wifii |a ; 
for cafe and retirement ', ytx^ we £nd him amidft 
t^fi r(3^^i9g.pf ^»da a»4.wawP* lopan Jat Poem 
with thefe fodthing,lines. 

Wiihi* 
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. Wid&ia the Aboc a«dks i»f foft i«poi«rt 
WhsDB fiucx's boundiefft ftttam for cm flows ; 
Wherttlhftcstfniiidiis'd foul, atcafe cin plu^r, 
Tir'd wkhdietDiUbaiebtit^aerftofdiedaf. . 

. Whtax frimcB^ glsdly reft dieir wtaiy Keiulsy 
Aod change vaitu£y tfanmcs lor doway beds : n 
Where foeoiing joyi ddade deiJNiirui| minds, 

' And wkece e^en jeaknfy fonc ^oiet iads ; 

'.Tliere I» an^ finiow, m a while ooold part, 
Sleep dos'd my eyet, and easM a fighing heart' 

Oar author afterwards made a camMdgn iq the 
Fmnchforvice. ^* . 

As Tangier was in danger gf being taken- by d«s 
M0ors> he diieoed to head the. forces whifch were to 
defimd k ; and accoxdini^y he Wm appointed com- 
mander of tbem^ Hft was then earl <^ Malgrave, ' 
nnd one of the lords of tl^e bed-chamber to'king 
Chadesvthelld* in May 28> 1674^ hewaeiaftaUiBd 
knight .of the Garter. 

As he now begsnto be eminent at 4soqrt> it wae ^ 
in^ppffiUe btt^ he mnft^have eimmes# andtheie eee*'^ 
mies being mean enough to hint illoriee:iio hit pre- ' 
judsoe» in regasd to lome ladies^' wiah^whom the * 
king' was not unconcerned? Mm l^idfliipVcommaftd 
was not made £> agreeable as it ochefwife would 
'have been. . The particulars <^ this aflhir have-been 
diiputed by hifiorians* Ibme have imagined it to 
reftar^to finne cdc^ated opovteatan, vA(& affedions 
hislocdflnp weaned from the king» and drew tlMnn ' 
to4itmfelf f but Mrs. Maiilyv in ler new Atalantis, 
and Boyer^in his. HiAory of ^aefen-Anne, aOign a 
very different cailfe. They ^iay, diat before theiady 
Anne was nutrrted to prince George of Denmark^ 
ihe enoewraged the addreiles wbidi tiie earl of Mul- 
' grarerwasboidiettQ9gbf^inake^)ier ; and that he 
wa^ fient to ^T^sngier to break off lhe corcefpondence. 

Mrs. Manly in her Atalantts, &ys many unband- 
{qmc things- ^hb lofdfhip," niidcr the^itleof count 

Orgueil. 
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Orguei!. Boyer;£ay8, fome jmss hdatti^Sxt qattn 
was DiAvried to prince Gisorge of Denmark, die earl 
of Molgrave, a nobiemaa of fii^cnlar axscomplKh- 
ments, both of mind and perfon, afj^red ib high as 
to attempt CO many .the lady Anne ; bistt ti^oiigh his 
addreAes,^ her were checked^: as ioon asdifcovered^ 
-yet t1^.prino^£i Jbiid ever an efkei^ for him. 

This accocint.is more pnobably tnie,^ than the 
former-; whenit isconfiderej, that by feadmg the 
ear) to Tangier*, a fcheme was laid for defboymg 
him, and all the crew aboard the fame vefiel. For 
the fhip which was appointed to cairy the. general 
of the forces, was in fuch a condition, that the ' 
caplain'of her decbured, he was ^raid to make the 
voyage. Upon this reprefeittadon, iocd Mnlmve 
applied hotih to the. lord ^di]ujah<.ajid the king him- 
felf < The £rft faid, ; the ihip was: fafe ' enoujgh, and 
no other. qoUld be then procured. The king an- 
f^ered.hsmcoldJly»|that he liopediti would do, aiul 
that he fhoold give himfelf no. tronble .about it. 
H^ lordihip was f eduotd to thb- extremity either of 
goinc; :in ^ . lea||:y ihip, or^ahfoltttely) refhfing ; 
whjich he jqntu/ bisj.'ineniies vt^Ml .inyxue to 
CQw,ardicef..aj^ a$ be. ^UKxrred; (^leinputatioay. 
he refoWed> in CfpbMon'itOftbe: advicei of^ Ifi^ 
friends, to. hazard, all ; but .at the. Tame time 
adyited feverat . vQluil^ers : of .quality , . not' t^ 
accompany him ii& .tKe:expe^dcin,:.as Aeir hor 
nqujT was not fo nwch CDga^d aS.his; fdme of 
whiwf' wifely i^^l^'^ Ms .jadvtcc, 'but the- earl of 
Plyj^^pri*,- .na^raji fenriof/lthe kingf jpiqiiod hah- 
feU* VA)niPi)ii>8 th^ ia«ie :dan^VIil^ithiaix^ . 

w^t to^rfe^^. hif: father,*, im yfil «:iV8a ^fiad fo 
ftrapgely by Ac iU«<Qffife9 .of: hi& mtntfters/ 

Frovidence* hQweycar . defeased the': .miiiiAerial 
fd^me <>f uiXk^n^n^. 1^ giivingt them? the fineft 
we^tke(:4\iri|[^iLhe^Q/iige^ wtfc^jbriifi'threevw^s, 

.[is:?:'^ and 
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ind by pamping aU the tinie^ they landed fafe at 
laft at Tangier, where they met with admiral Her- 
bert, afterwards carj of Torrington, who coold not 
bat exprefs his admiration, at their having performed 
fuch a voyage in a fhip he had fent home as unfit for 
fervice i^ but fuch was the undiftorbed tranquility 
and native firmnefs of the earl of Mulgrave*a mind, 
that in this hazardous voyage, he compofed the 
Poem, part of which we have quoted. 

Had the earl of Mulgrave oeea guilty of any 
offence, capital, or otherwise, the miniihy might 
have called him to account for it ; but their coa < 
triving, and the king's confentiiig to fo bloody a 
purpof^ is mechinks fuch a ftain upon them, as 
can never be wiped off; and had that nobleman and 
ti^e ihip*s crew perifhed, they would have added 
adaal murther, to concerted menefs. 

Upon the approach of his lordfliip's forces, the 
Moors retired, aodthe refult of this expedition was, 
the blowing up of Tangier. Some time after the 
king was appeafed, the earl forgot the ill oiRces, 
that had been done himj and enjoyed his majefty's 
favour to the lail. He continued in feveral great 
pofts dunnji; the fhort reign of king James the lid, 
till that prince abdicated the throne. As the earl 
conftantly and zealouily adyifed hia\ againft feveral 
imprudent meafures, wluch were taken by the 
court, the king, fome months before the revolution, 
began to grow cooler towards him ; but yet was fo 
equitable as not torembve him from his preferments : -^ 

And after the king loft his crqwn, he had the inward ^ 

fatisfaAion, to be confcious, that his councils had 
not contributed to that prince's misfortunes ; and 
that himfelf, in any manner, had not forfeited his 
honour and intesrity. 

That his lordfhip was no violent friend to, i 

or promoter of, the revolution, fetms to appear 4 

from his conduft during that remarkable sera; J 

Vol. III. N*. 15. . O and ^ 
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and particularly, from, the uniim(hed relation he left 
concerning it, which was fopprefled fomfe- years 
ago, by order of the government. 

In a pafiage in his lordihip^s writings, it appears 
he was unwilling that king James fhould leave ' 
England *. Juft as the king was i^epping into bed 
the night before his going aw?fy, the earl bfrMul- 
grave came into the bed-chamber, which, being ac 
lo late an hour, might poffiblygive the king fomd 
apprehenfions of that lord*s fafpefting * his defign^ 
with which he was refolved not to traft him, nor 
any proteftant :. • He therefore flopped (hort, and 
turned about to whifper him in die ear, that his 
cotnmiflioners had newly fent him . a very, hope- 
ful account of fome accommodation with the 
Prince of Orange ; to which that lord only replied 
with a queftion, alkine him if the Prince's army ' 
halted, or . approached nearer to London ? the 
King owned they ftill marched on ; at which the . 
earl (hook his head, and faid no more, ' only made 
him a low bow, with a dejefied countenance, hum- 
bly to make him underftand that he gave no cre- 
dit to what the King's hard circumHances at that 
time obliged him to diffemble. It alfo appears 
that the earl of Mulgrave was one of thofe lords, 
who, immediately after die King's departure, fent 
letters to the fleet, to the abandoned army of King 
James, and to all the confiderable garnfons in Eng- 
land, which kept them in order and fubjedlion, 
not only to the prefent authority, but that which 
ihould be fettled afterwards. 
' To his lordfliip's humanity was owing the pro- 
tedtion King James obtained from the Lords in 
London, upon his being fei^ed, and snfulted by 
the populace at Fcveriham in Kent ; before which 
;time, fays he, * the Peers fat daily in the council 

• VoA.ii. p. xo6. > • ' ■ 
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chamber in Whitehall, where the lord Mul grave 
one morning happened to be advcrtifed pri- 
vately that the King had been feized by the an- 
gry rabble at Feveriham, and had fent a popr 
coi^ntryman with the news, in order to procure 
his reicue,' which was like to come too la<c, 
fince the meflenger had waited long at the coun- 
cil door, without any body's being willing to 
take notice of him. This fad account moved 
him with^reat companion at fo extraordinary an 
instance ofworldly uncertainty ; and no cautions 
of offending the prevailing party were able to 
reftrain him from (hewing a little indignation ^t 
fo mean a proceeding in the council ; upon whic}^, 
their new prefident, the marquis Of Hallifa^, 
would have adjourned it haflily, in order to pre- 
vent him. But the lord Mulgrave eariieftly 
conjured them all to fit down again, that he might 
acquaint them with a matter that admitted np 
delay, and Was of the higheft importance ima- 
ginable. Accordingly the Lords, who knew no- 
Silng of the bufinefs, could not but heaifcen to 
it; andthofe.few that eueiTed it, and faw tl^e 
. confequence, yet wanted time enough for con- 
certing together about fo nice, and very impor- 
tant a matter, as faving, or lofmg a King's life. 
The Lords then fat down again, and he repre- 
fented to them what barbarity it would be, for 
fdch an' affembly's conniving at the rabble's tear- 
ing to pieces, even any private gentleman, much 
more k ' great Prince, who, with all h'is popery, 
was ft ill 'tlieir Sovereign ; fo that mere ihame o- 
bliced them to fufpend their politics^ awhile, ^ 
and call in the mefTenger, who told them wi.h 
tears, 'how the King had engaged him to deli- 
ver a letter from- him to any perfons he could find 

* willing fave him jrr6m fo {mminent a, danger, 

* The letter had no fupcpfcription, and was to uiis 
^'effea; 

O 2 *To 
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* To acquaint the reader of it, that Jie had been 
' difcoverea in his retreat by fome fifhermen of 

* Kent» and fecured at firft there by the gentry, 
' who were afterwards forced to reiign him into 
' the hands of an infoleat rabble. 

' Upon fo prcSng an occafion, and now fo very 
' pabhckly made known, the council was farprized, 
' and under fome difficulty, for as there was danger 

* of di{plea£ng by doing their duty, fo there was 
' np leis by omitting it, fince the Law makes it 
' highly criminal in fuch an extremity ; be£des 
' that mod of th^m as yet unacquainted with the 

< Prince of Orange, imagined him prudent, and 

* confequently capable of punifhing fo bafc a 

* defertion, either out of generoflty, or policy. 
■ * Thefe found aftcrwar<ls their caution needleis, 

* but at prefent it influenced the council to fend 
' 200 of the life guards under their captain 
« the earl of Feverfliamj firft to refcue the 

* King from all danger of the common people, 
' and afterwards to attend him toward the foa 

< fide; if he continued his reTolution of retiring, 

* which th^y thought it more decent to conniv£ 

* at, than tp detain him here by force.' 
Whoever has the lead fpark of gcncrofity in his 

nature, cannot but highly applaud this tender coa- 
dufi of his lordfhip*s, towards his Sovereign in 
diilrefs ; and look with contempt upon the ilow<. 
nefs of the council in difpatching a force to 
his relief, efpecially when we £nd it was only out 
of dread, left they ihould difj^leafe the ^ince 
of Orange, that they fent any : this (hewed ameanr 
nefs of fpir}t, a want of true honour, to fuch a 
degree, tnat the Prince of Orange himfelf could 
not, confiftently with good policy, truft thofe wpr- 
Slippers of power, who could hear, unconcerned, 
that their late Sovereign was in the Jiands of 4 
vile rabble, and intreating them in vain'fof refcue* 

' Tht 
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Tile eail of Molgrave made no mean compli- 
ances to ELing William, immediately after t^e re*' 
voltition, bnt «4ien he went to pay his addrefies to 
him, he was well received ; yet did he not accept ^ 
of a poft in the govferament till fome years after. 

May 109 in the 6ch year of William and Mary» ' 
he was created marquis of Normanby, in the 
coonty of Lincoln. When it was debated in Par- 
liament, whether the Prince of Orange ihould be 
proclaimed King, or the Prtncefs his wife reien 
fokly in her own right, he voted and fpoke tor 
the former^ and gave diefe reafons ibr it. That he 
thought the title of eithe? perfon was eqnalrand 
iince the Parliament was to decide the matter, he 
judged it would much better pleafe that Prhice, 
^ho was now become their Protedor, and was al- 
fo in itfelf a thing more becoming fo good a 
Princefs, at Queen Mary» to partake with her huf- 
band a crown fo obtain^, than to pofiefs it entire- 
ly as her own. After long debates in . Parliament^ 
the crown at laft was iettled upon William and 
Mary. Burnet lord bifliop ofSalifbury, whofe af- ' 
feOdon for the revolution none I believe can doubt, 
freely acknowledges that the King was refolved 
not to hold die government by right of his wife ; 
* he would not think of holding any thing by a- 
pron firings :* he was jealous of the friends of his 
wife, and never forgave them ; and, laft of all, he 
threatened to leave them in the lurch, that is, to 
retire to Holland, with his Dutch army ; fo reftlcfs. 
fays Mulgrave in another place, is ambition, in its 
higheft fcenes of fuccefs. 

During the reign of King William however, 
he enjoyed fome confiderable polls, and was 

fenerally pretty well in his favour, and con- 
dence. April 21, 1702, he was fworn Lord Pri- 
vy Seal, and the fame year appointed one of the 
commiffioners to treat of an union between Eng- ' 
land and Scotland, and was made Lord Lieute- 
nant, and Cttflos Rotulorum for the North Rid- 
O ^ ing 
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ing of Yorkihire, and one of the govemort of the 

Charterhottfe. 

March 9, 17039 he was created duk^ of Nor- 
manby, having been made marquis of Normanby 
by King William, and on the 19th of the fame 
month duke of £ uckingham. lo 1 7 1 1 he was made 
Steward of her Majefty's Houihold, and Prefident 
of the Council ; and on her deceafe, was one of 
the Lords Juftices in Great firitainy 'till Xing 
George arrived from Hanover. 

In 1710 the ^ hig miniftry began to lofe ground, 
and Mr. Harley, mice earl of Oxford, and the 
Lord Txeafurer made thf proper ufe of thofe cir* 
cumftances, yet wanting fome a$ilance, applied to . 
the duke of Buckingham. The duke« who was not 
then on |ood terms with Mr. Harley, at firft 
flighted his propofal, but afterwards joined witb 
him and others, which produced a revolution 
in the miniflry, and (hook the power of the 
duke and duchefs of Marlborough, while Mr. 
Harley, the carl of Shrewfbury, lord Bolingbroke, 
&;c. came into the adminiilration. The duke was 
attached to Tory principles. Her Majefty offered . 
to make him chancellor, which he thought proper 
to refufe. He was out of employment for fome 
time, during which^ he did not fo much as pay 
his compliments at court, 'till he married his third, 
wife, and then went to kifs her MajeflyV hand. 

The duke of Buckingham, though reckoned 
haughty, and illnatured, was yet of a tender, com- 
panionate difpofition $ but as the beft charac- 
ters have generally fome allay, he is allowed to 
have been very paffionate ; but after his warmth fub« 
fided, he endeavoured to attonefor it by adls of kind- 
nefs and beneficence to thofe upon whom his pafiion 
had vented itfelf. Several years before his grace died, 
he was well known to have expre^ed fome con- 
cern for the libertinifm of his youth, efpecially 
regarding the fair fex, in which he had indulged 

himfelf 
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iimfelf very freely. He was furvivcd only by one 
legitimate Ton, bat left feveral natural children ; 
Our noble author has been charged by fome ofs 
his enemies, with the fordid vice of covetoufnels, 
but without foundation; for, as a ilrong indication 
that he was not avaritious, he loft a coniiderable 
part of his fortune, merely by not taking the pains 
to vifit, during the fpace of 40 years, his cftates 
at fome diflance from London ; and whoever is 
' acquainted with human nature knows, that indo- 
lence 'and covetoufoefs are incompatible. 

His grace died the 24th of February 1720, in 
' the 7jth year of his aee, and after lying m ftate 
' for fome days at Buckingham-Houfe, was car- 
ried frcim^ thehce with great funeral folemnity, and 
' interred, in We(lminfter. Abbey, where a monument 
. is erefted to his memory, upon which the follow- 
* ing epitaph' is engraved, by his own direction, as 
appears from a pa0age in his will. ' Since fome* 
' diing ii'ufually written on monuments, •X.dired 
' * that the following lines fhall be put on mine, vis. * 

* In one place. 
' ' Pro Rege faepe, pro Republica femper. 

... / Inandther. 

'- * Dubios, fed non improbus vixi, 

* Incertus morior, fed inturbatus. 

* Humannm eft nefcire & errare. 

* Chriftum ad\ eneror, Deo confido 
' .Omnipotenti, benevolentiflimo. 

* Ens Entium miferere mihi.* 

The words Chriftum adveneror are omitted at 
. the defire of the late bilhoy Attcrbury, who thought 
them not ftrong enough in regard to Chrift ; un- 
der the wVole are the Allowing words> » 

'' Catharina Buckinghamicae Ducifta 
Maerens extrui curavit Anno mdccxxj. 

O 4 . Edmund^ 
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Edmund, the duke'seldeft fon, already mentione^^^ 
was fnatched away in his bloom ; a youth from whom 
the gr^ateft things might have been expedledf as he 
was untainted with the vices of the age : he was 
very remarkable for his modefty, which vulgar 
minds impnted to wa^t of powers, but thoie wiio 
knew him beil^ have given a dilFerent teftimonjr 
concerning him, and have reprefented him as pof- 
fefied of aH the genius of his father, with more 
ftnA and inviolable morals. With this young no« 
bleman the titles of the ^heffieM family expired. 

The duke, his father, informs us of a duel he 
was to have fought yn^ the witty earl of Ro- 
cheffier, which he thus relates; after telling us 
that die caufe of the quarrel happened be- 
tween the firft and fecond Dutch war. ^ I was 

* informed (fays his gtace) that the earl of R^-^ 
' chefter had faid fdmething very malijcious .pf 
' me; I therefore fent colonel Aftbn, a veiy m^^ 

* tied friend of mine, to call him to account for 
'* it $ he denied the words, and indeed I w^fbcn 

^ convinced he had never faid them. But a mere 

* report, chough I found it to hfi falfe, obli|;ed me 
' (^s I then fooliihiy thought} to go on with the 
' qusnrel; and tlie next d^ was appoint^ for 

* us to fight on hbrfeback: a way in England a 

* little unufual, but it wsei his 'part to chufe. Ac- 

* cordingly I »|id f)x iecond laythenig^ before 

* at Kmghtfbxidge privately, to avoid being fe- 

* cured at London on anv fufpicion. which we 

* found oorfelves more in danger of there, becaufe. 

* we had all the appearance of highwaymen, that 

* had a mind to lye ikulking in an od4 inn for 
' one night. In the morning we met the }ord 

* Rochefter at the place appointed, who, infield 
< of James Porter, whom he aifured Aflon He 
« would make his feeond, brought an errant life- 
t gaard-masj whom nobody ki»w. To Ais Mr. 






^ Afton totk txtef^OB, as b<|iBg no faitable ad^ 
*' verfary, efpecially confideriiig how extremely well 

* he was naoanted, whereas we had only a couplft 

* of pads' ; upon which we all apeed ta fight out 

* foot. But as, my lord Rochefter and I were rid- 

* ing into the next field in order to k, he tdd me 

* that he had at firil chofen to fight on horfe-^ 

* back» bec^nfe he was £o weak with a certain 

* dillemper, that he found himfelf unfit to fighe 

* at all any way, much lels a foot^ I was extreme- 
^ \y forprized, becaiifeno man at that time had 

* a better reputation for couraKe ; and my anger a- , 

* gainft him being quite {nhBmd, I took the liber- 

* ty to reprefent to him what a ridktdous ft6ry i^ 

* would make^ fhoald we retom withoot fighting r 
' and toU hi»» that I mud in my own defebc# 
' be bUiged to lay the fiiolt on him| by telling 

* the troth of the matter. His a&fwcr wajs» that ho 
« fttbmitted to it^ and hoped I would not take the 
^ advantage in having to do with any man in 
' fo weak a condition : I repUed, ^t 1^ fuch an 

* argument he had fnfficiently tied my hands, up-^* 

* on condition, I might call our fecottds to be 

< witnefles of the whole bofinefs, which he cob* 

* fenced tQ, and fo we parted. Upon omr return to^ 
•■ London; we ItMmd it fall itf this quarrel, npoft' 
« our being abfent to long ; and dievcfore Mr. Af- 

* ton though^ fit to write down every word and 

< eircnmftailce of this whole matter, in order to 
' fyread every wtere the trap reafcn of oar re* 
^ tuMiiij^ wittont having foofdht ;. whiek being noa 

* in the l^aft centiadiaed, o2 refenied by the lord 
« MdMkff encirefy intned his fqobtieaftr cob- 
« rage, dMOgh nobody, hsad ftiti a greater M to 

* wit, whkhr fiipported hun pretty well k tho 

* wpfld^ ndCwitMbiiidmg fome more accidents ofi 
' like fatte kind^ that never fiul ao fiicceed ono^ 
\ another^ when once ftogk know a man'a^ieeak-^ 

0$ The 
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The dake of Backinghsua^s works fpeak him 9 
beautiful profe writer, and a very confiderable 
poet, which is proved by. the teilimony of fome 
of the beft writers^ his cotemporaries. 

|iis profe works confiil chiefly of 

. Hiftorical Memotrsy Speeches in Parliament, 
Chara£lers, Dialogues, Critical Obfervations, 
Speeches and EfTays, which, with his poetical 
compofitions, were printed by Alderman Barber 
in 1723, in two fplendid ^to volumes. The firft 
volume containing pieces in mod fpecies of poe- 
^;y, the epic excepted, luid alfo imitations from 
9 her authors. His Grace wrote fome Epigrams, 
9, great number of lyiijc pieees, foipe iJl the elegiac* 
ftrain, and pthers in . the dramatic. > Among^ hi» 
poeqi^, an Ei&y on Poetry, which contains exc^' 
I^iDt inftru^iojas to form the poet,; is by far the^ 
ipofl diliinguifhed. He wrote a play called Julius 
C)Hi^. .and anOtl^er called Brutus : or r^her alteted- 
thpm from Shakefpear. 

V Hjs gr«ce was ^ grieat lover of i the polite arts in* 
&CM;ral,< ai a,ppeaj:9 from the ifondoefs he exprefles 
fcr jthem iBifcy«.Fal parts of his works ; .partjcnlir-* 
ly PaiutSngi . Sculpture, and : Archifieaur^ } of the 
two faim^v^k^ iroadc feveral curious coUeSions,* 
4nd:his hottfe» built under hi^diredion in St. James's 
Park, (peaks /him not unacquainted with the lat- 
ter It.wmild.bewfupetRuo^ l^esMimerate^ all tjbe- 
writers who:hi3Ve giyieaitdlimao^ in^^hi^ gB^e'a fa-* 
vour as aniaiftdioru -. t^yd/dnL'io ffiy<efa|:of HistSe-^ 
dicatioiis/ whHe hf ex^reEies ^be Mr^mth lol his ^-» 
titude, -^ fails not to cdn^ey the moil aiofllable niea* 
of his lordfhip, . a^nd r^prefent^ hin^:«s a noble 
vraater. Heiived in firiendihqp with that greait po- * 
cs, ^who has jraifed inddilde mpniuaenis to :bi» 

^ t:lhaU» 
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I fhall add but one other teftlmonjr of his me- 
rit, Xvhichif fome fhodld think unneccffary, yet it 
i is'^pleafing; the lines are delightfully fweet and 
flowing. In his Mircellanies.thiis fpeaks Mr. Pope s 

, « M^e 'tb enottgh, at length thy: labour ends, 
' lAnd thou fhalt. live; . for Buckingham com- 

• mends. 

* Let crowds of critics now my yerfe aflail, 

* Let Dennis write^ and namelefs numbers rail. 

' This more than pays whole years of thanklefs 

• pain, 

' Time, hes^, and foriu&e, are not loft in 

• vain. 

* Sheffield approves : confenting Phosbns bends ; 
** And If and malice, from this hour are friends/ 

. The two plays of Julius- Cae&r, which he altered , 
from Shake/pear, are both with Chcnrnffes, after the 
manner of the Anciervts : Tlicfe playa were u> 
have 6een performed ip the yeari729„ aod all the 
Chorufles were fct tq: ,niufic/l^ tiioi gKat: mafter 
. .,i^ ccimpp4t)Ot9i»> . Si^iW>ri Boi»9»citti;, but Engliih 
* ''voices being few, the Italians were applied to» 
who demanded more for theis nightly piertormance, 
than the receipts of the houfet c«uld amonneto at 
the ufual raifed prices, and on that account the de- 
jEigi .was-.dro|>t« . . . 

* It appG|r$ d^ac ous aol^l^ anthoi had xon<teived 
a great regard for Mr. Pop^, on his earlieft ap- 
pearance in the literary world ; and was among the 
firft .to acknowledge the young baid^s merit, in 
commendatory ver&s upon his excellence ia poetry » 
The following compliment from the duke is pr&^ 
fixed to the firfi volume of Mr. Pope's works. 
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Ott Mr. POPE, and lua Pobicb, by liis 
Grace JOHN SHEFFIELD, Duke of 
Buckingham. 

With age decayed, with eoorts and bus*nefs tir*d. 

Caring lor nothingy but wbat eafe reqnirM ; 

Too dully X^rious for the mofes fpor^ 

And from 'the critics lafe arrived in port ; 

I little thought of launching forth agen, 

Amidll advent'roos rovers of die pen ; 

And after fo much undefervM ftccefs, 

Hius ha^nrding at lafi to make it leis. 

Encomiams fait not this cenforious time, 

Jtfelf a fubjeA for fatyric rhime ; 

Ignorance honOttr*d, wit and;ittirth defkm'd'. 

Folly triumphant, and ev^n Homer blam*d f 

Bntvto dus genitt»r jmnM with fo much art. 

Such varioos learning mix^d in ev'xy part. 

Poets are. bound- a lotfd applaufe to pay ;. 

A^ttllo bid» it^ aDd they muH obey. 

And yet fo wondtfrAil, ftibli&tie a t^ng, 

As die gicat I&ia&> ftarce cou'd mal^ ne fag i 

Except 1 ju Aty eonM at ohce eommend* 

A good companion, and as firm a friend. 

One moral, or ft mere welUnate*d de^ 

Can. all defert in ftienoea exceed. 

*Tis great delight to laugh at foine men*i ways» 

Bnt a iniicli gMier to gi^ larrit pnttft. 
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Charles Cotton, Eflj; 

THIS ingenious gendeaum livtd in the reigkis 
of Charks and James II. He reiided for 
a great part of his life atBen^sfbrd in tke county 
ot Sfei4bid> He had fome relation for lyric t>o^ 
eliy» but was particularly famoii^. f(^ burlefquj^ 
▼erfe. He tranflatcd from the French A^onfieor 
Comeille's Horace, {vhited in 4to.'London 167^^ 
md dedicated to his dear fifler Mrs. Stanhope 
Htehinibn. This play i^as Crft finifhed in 1 605. 
fcnt in his prefatory qpilfle heteHs usf, *^thatnei. 

• Act at that time, nor' kh ftveral y^ars ,afteF, 
« %as it fiMieiided foi- t^e imBfic vfcw,' It tcing 

• written ibr 'Ae ^rivs^d df^trtifcmciA of a faS 

• yoanf kdy, aqd, eiref fince^ It had thehonovA* 
« faft to kift her hands* was fo entittly hefs, that the 

• aiidkor did not tef^nrc fo much as the Brbuillon 
^ to himf^f ; however, fte being prev^ifed upoi^ 
« (hough witSifomtdiffiCtilty, it was prints in ^vd 

• f&po,* As ^ the merit cif this play in tlie o^gt- 
tial, kh fnffidentto bbferire, diat the Critics Have 
nlkmedit to be thi befctrtgedy of fcorneilJe, an^ 
Ihe andiorhimicif is of the fame ophioti, provid- 
ed the three laft afts had been equal to w twp 
Ml. A^ to^ tfhe tranflatxon by Mr. Cotton, we have 
▼eiy confiderable authority to pronounce it better 
thantitatof Mrs. Katherine Philips, Who could hqt 
munberveKfification among her qualities. The plot df 
dut play, ibi9kw Uflc^ is ioocmked, msiy be 
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read in Livy, FIorus„ Dion/fius Hallcamaileas^ 
&c. Our ftage has lately had a play founded up. 
on this ftory, added to the many it has received, 
called the Roman Father; by Mr. W; Whitehead. 

Befides this tranflation, Mr. Cotton is author of 
aiany other works, fach as his poem called the Won^ 
ders of the Peak, printed in 8 vo. London i68i *. 
His burlefque Poem, called Scarronides, or Virgil 
Travcflie,' a mock Poem> on the firfl: and! fourth 
Books of Virgil's ^neid, printed in 8vo. Londoxt 
1678. Though the title teems to imply as if hh 
poem was in imitation of Scanon, who has tr^n* 
llated eight books of Virgil in tlie; fame, mani^iv 
yet they who will compare both- thdfe pieces^ wil^ 

foilibly find^ that he .has not only e^ccee^ed thf 
rencn> ^ but all thojTe who have made any attemi^t^ 
on that kind of .poetry, the mcompflfable author 
of Hudibras [ exceptetL ^ ^Mr^ [ Cptton lil^ewiC^ 
frahllated feVeral of Locian^; Dialogues i^;i^ 
burlefque verfe, printed in 8.vp. ^njon 26^7.^ 
under .the;tirte of tl|i^ Scofef .^fPi/^'. 1^9 
a volqme qf po^m9» \mt\i:M^,.,(^ptfii^r^s ;Ba9^c 
Vrcfi^ed, Iwas publi^^ j|n Loxid^ on- thpfc 
pt^mi colonel LoyeuQe. Air AQiOfi Cockainf^, Ro*' 
bert Harrick, efq; s^nd Mr. Alexahdei: -Broniie) 
complifiiei^t^d theavubpf bj^. copies i9f.:i;erfe6.pa:e*' 
£xedj but. Mr. Laiigbfin obferves, that th&ti^ueft 
pidure of Mr- Cotton's mind is, to W L^ a 
Cttle' piec^ publifhed 'at t^. endj .q( tdieie ^po^t 
called P.etireinent J hut the fhiei(,of IVfe. Gottqn'f, 
produoti^,, feeiQs to '^e, Ikif Ufaiifl^iQn ^0/ Mon. 
taigne'^s Effays^. d/?4^at^d t() Geoxge^lif^Sayilk* 
^arquis of Ha,lliTax ; his lofdihip in a. lett<;r to 
liim, thus expreiTes his eileem for the tranilator, tmi 
admiration of his pei:formancej. This letter is,prifit|> 
ed amongjj, ^e qMv^rpie<;es pf jthe.^paiquiVs ia.i^ 

il;»))o. The thirteenth edition it dated 1751. 
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• I have too long delayed my thanks to yon for 

* giving me fuch an obliging evidence of your re 

* membrance : that alone would have been a wel- 

* come prefenty bnt when joined with the book 
' in the world I am the beft entertained with, 
' it raifeth a fb-ong defire in me to be better known, 

* where 1 am fore to be much ^pleafipd. I have, 
' *till now, thought wit could not be tran^'ed^ 

* and do ftill retain fo moch of that opinion^ 

* that I believe it impoffible, except by one, wbofe 
' |;enia9 cometh up to the author. You have fo 

* kept (he originsU ftrength pf his thought, ; that 
'* it almoft tempts -i man tb^ believe ^he tranfmi^ 
•• gratiottof fouls. He hath by your siean^mend*^ 

* cd his firft cditibri. • To tran^lant a«d: inalci 
' him ours, is not only a valuable acquifidon to 
' us, bnt ^ i^ft cenfure of the critical impenineRce 

* of thofe French fcriblen,* who* hav* taken pains 

* to make little cavils aiid esrceptions, to lefieh 

* the reputation of this great man, , whom nature 

* hath made ^o bie tatohfihehimfi^ to th^ac«6t^ 
^ litis nf a ftddiwTiHIe.*' He fet his .Ihind^haW 
*' its ^uH flight, and Hiewtd bj^ ;J^ftl»t>U9 kijtidof ' 

* negligence, that he did' not- write for praifii^ 

* .but to eive to the world a true pidure of him- 

* felf, and of mankind. He fcomed afiedled pe- 

* riods to pleafe the miftaken reader with an emp- 

* ty chime of wordri hm haft no afSedation to iet 

* himfelf out, and dep^et&C wholly upon the na« 
, < tnral force of what it his own, and the excellent 

^ application of wha^he boii-oweth. 

* You fee, fir, I have kindnefs enough for Mon^ 

* fieur de Montaiene to 4>e your nval, bnt nobody 

* can pre^nd to be in equal competitioh with you. 
..*i do willingly yield, which ia no finall matter 

* m^z man to d^ to a more profpcrous lover^ and 

* if 
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* if you will repay this piece of jaffice with ano- 

* dier, pray believe, that he who can tnndSate fuch 

* an author without doit^him wroo^» vxafk sot 
' only make me glad, but proud of being hia 

* mofi humble fervant^ 

• * *.* 

TIhu far the telBmony of the marquis of Ha]l»- 
fax in favour of our author's perfornnnce, and we 
bave good reafi^ to condnde, that the tranflation 
is not without great merits when fo accompliihed a 
judge has praiied it. ^ 

We cannot be certm in what year our author died, 
but it was prot^ly fome timq about th^ revolutionk 
He spears to haVib been a mgn- of very con£der* 
able genius, to have had an extraordinary natural 
vein of humour, and an uncommon flow of plea^ 
-Omtry ; iifi was certainly born a poet, and wrot# 
hisveriiss eafily, but rather too loofely; his nuxni. 
b^fi^ being frequently harfii, and b^ fiile ne^igent. 
a^ W^Qfl^QO. The cau& of his lift bemg in^ 
^^»tfid.(o«(«of cj^rpnofoi^cal order, m^ii an ^cMenV 
^ fvM^ ^\ whichi. «ixf not 9ir importance 
0iiii^tobem^ntio]fie4. ^ : . 
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The {tight Honourable Joseph 
Addison, Efq^ 

THIS elegant wrke^, to whooi liie. world 
owes fo many obligations, was hom at Mil-* 
ton near Ambrofbury in the:, couiuy of Wills (of ' 
which place his faLther, Mr. .Lancelot Addifon, 
was then redor] on the 6tkof May 167a; and bc^ 
ing not thought likely to live, wias h^ptiaied OA th^. 
{|ime day>, as appears f^om the ohn^ch regiCer.' 
When he grew up to an age Et for going to {jokool^I 
he was put under the care of th^ rev. Mr. NaiJh at 
Ambrofliury. He afterwards removed to a fchool 
at Salisbury, tgnghit by the rev. Mr. Taylor, 
thence to the Charter-houfe, where be was under 
the tuition of the learned Dr. l^llis, and whore be 
contr^ed an intimacy with Mr. Ste^l, afterwarda 
Sir Richard, whiph iContinped zs long ts Mr. Ad< 
difon lived. He was not abov« fifteen yean 
old when he wat entered of Qgflen*9 College^ 
Oxford, in which hi« father k^d betm placed : 
where he applied himfelf fo clofely to the fttidy 
of daffic^ learning, that in ^ very (bort time he 
became mafter of a very elegant Latin fiile, even 
before he arrived at that age when ordiAioy fchokrs 
begin to write good EngliiL 

lathe vear 1687 a copy of his verfes in that 
toneue feU into the handa of Dr. LMicaftcr dean 
of Mi^d4en College, who was fo pleafed with 
tb^m, that he ifnmedilU^ly procnrcd their anthor'a 
election into that houfe * 1 whore he .took the dt« . 

• TickeU*s Freftca te AMtfta*« works. 

grecs 
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grccs of bachelor, and mafter of arts. In the courie 
of a few years his Latin poetry was juilly admired 
at both, the univerfities, and procured' him great 
repotatioxi there, before his, name v^as fo mach as 
known in London. When he was in the 2 2d year 
of his a^e, he publifhed a copy of verfes addreffed 
to Mr. Dryjden, whieh {0091 procured him the no- 
tice of fome of^ the poetical judges in that age. 
The verfes are not without their elegance, but if 
they are much removed above common rhim^s^ 
they fall infi»itely fhoH of the character Mr. Addi- 
fon*s friends bedowed upon them. Some little fpace 
intervening, he fcnt irito the world a tranflation of 
the 4th Gcorgit of Virgil, of which we need 
not fay. any more, than that' it was ''commended 
fay Mr. Dryden. He wrote alfo that difcourfe on 
the Georgics, prefixed to them by. way of preface 
in Mr. Oryden^s tranflation, and chofe to with- 
hold his name from that judicious compoiition, be- 
caufe'it contained an untried Uraiti of cri- 
ticifm, which bore hard upon the old profeflbrs of 
that art, and therefore -Was not fo fit for ^ young 
man to take upon himfelf ; and Mr. Dryden, who 
was ab^e the meannefs of fathering any one's 
work, owns the Efiay on the Georgics to have 
come from a friend, whofe name is not mentioned> 
b($caafe he deiirej to hkv6 it concealed. '- 
: The next year Mr. Addifon wrote feveral poems 
of diflferentkihds ; axirongft the reft, one addrefifed' 
to Henry Sacheverel, ' who 4>ecame afterwards fo 
exceedingly famous. The following year He wrote 
a poem to King William on one of his Campaigns, 
addrefifed to the Lord Keeper (Sir John Somcrs.) 
That excellent ftatefman received this mark of a 
yoong authorV attachment with great humanity,' 
admitted Mr. Addifi>n into the number pf his 
friends^ and gave him^on all occafions diRtngniik- 
ing proofs of a fincere eftaem ^. 

• TkkfiU.- UWi&pau • • 
, . WhUe 
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While he was at the aniverfitx, he had been 
preffingly foUicited to enter into holy orders, which' 
he Teemed once refolved on, probably in obedi-' 
ence to his father s authority ; out being confcious 
of the importance of the undertaking, and de- 
terred by his extreme modefty, he relinqaiftied, 
fays Mr. Tickell, all views that, way ; but Sir Ri- 
chard Steel in his letter to Mr. Congreve prefixed to 
the Drummer, who had a quarrel with Tickell, 
on account of aii injurious treatment of him, fays,' 
that thofe were not the reafons which made Mr. 
Addifon turn his thoughts to the civil world, ' and 

* as you were the inducement (fays he) of his be- 
*■ coming acquainted with my lord Hallifax, I 
' doubt not but yoo remember the warm inflances- 

* that noble lord .toade to the head of the college/ 
^*, not to infiil on Mr. Addifon*s going into orders ; 
^ his arguments were founded on the sena^ pra«^ 

* vity and corruption of men of buSnefs, who 
' wanted liberal education ; and I remember, as if 
' i had read the letter yeilerday, .that my lord end- 
'edwith a compliment, . that however he might' 

* be reprefented as no friend to the church, he 
'- would never do it any other injury than by keeping 

* Mr. Addifon out of ^c' 

Mr»^ Addiibn having difcovered an inclination to 
travel, the abovementioned patron, out of zeal, 
as well to his country, as our author, procured hiin'. 
from the crown an annual penfion of 300 1. whkh * 
enabled him to make a tour to Italy the latter 
end of 1699. His Latin poems dedicated t» Mri 
Montague, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, were 
printed before his departure, in the Mufae An^li- 
cana&, and were as much efteemed in foreign 
countries, as at home, particularly by that noble 
wit of France, Boileau. It is from Mr. Tickell 
we learn this circumftance in relation to Bcnleau, 
and we fhall prefent it to the reader in his own: 
words ; * his country owes it to Mr. Addifon,. that 

•the 
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' the fiuaons Moi^ev Boileaa firft conceived^ am 

* optaioB of ikt Englifii geniiu! % poetry, by pe- 
' rufiiig the preieqc he made hjm of die Mufae 

* AngUcanae, It has been currently reported, that 
' this famous French poet, among the civilities he 

* ilieived Mr. Addifon on that occaiion, aiHrmed, 

* that he ^otild not have written againft Perrault, 
' had he before feen fuch excellent pieces by a 

* modern hand. The compliment he meant, was, 
' that thefe books had given him a very new idea 
' of the Engliih politaiefs^ and that he did not 

* qoeftion, but there were excellent compcfitions 

* in die nadve language of a country, which pof-' 

* feiied the Roman genius in fo eminent a degree.* 
In 1 70 1 Mr. Addifon wrote an efuftolary poem' 
&om Italy to lord HaUifax, which is much ad-* 

' 9^ired as a finiihed piece in its kind, and indeed' 
idmt have pronounral it the bcft of Mr.' Addifon*s' 
performances. It was tranflated by the Abbot An-' 
tonio Mario Salvini, Greek Profefibr>t Florence* 
into Italian verfe, which tmnflation is printed* 
with tht original in Mr.TickeU*s 4(0. edition of 
Mr. Addifon's woiIls. This pocnv is in the hi^h-^ 
eft eftaem in Italy, iwcanfe there are in it the beft 
tamed compliments on that country, that, perhaps,' 
are to be found an^ where : sad the Italmns, on ac- 
count of their familiarity with the objeds it defcribes, 
mnftkave a higher relifli of it. 'This poem like- 
wife i^ewahis gratitnde to lord Haliifax, who had 
been that year impeached by the Commons in 
Parliament, for procuring exorbitant grants from 
the crown to his own uie ; and further charged 
with cntdng down, and waftine the dmber in his 
Majefty*s forefts» and with homing feveral offices 
in his Majefty's Exchequer, that were inconfiftent, 
and defigncd as checks upon each other: The 
Commons had likewife addrefled the King to re- 
move him firom his conncili, and prefenoe for ever« 
Tiicfe wsre the canfca of hU peijnftg, and Mr. Ad- 

difpn's 
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difon's addrefs at this time, was a noble knftanca 
of his fidelity, and ftedfafhiefs to his frieads. 

On his return to England, he pobliihed an ac« 
count of bis travels, dedicated to lord Somers $ ha 
would have returned earlier than he did> had not he 
been thought of as a proper perfon to attend priAoe 
Eugene, who then commanded for, the emperor m 
Italy, which employment would much have pleafed 
him ; but the death of king William intervening 
caufed a ceilation of his penfion and his hopes* 

For a confiderable fpace of time he remained at 
^ome, and as his friends were out of the miniftryy 
he had no opportunity to difplay his abilities^ or ti9 
meet a competent reward for the honour his worka> 
had already done his country. He owed both tf^ 
an accident : In the year 1704 lord tfeafuref 
Godolphin happened to complain to the lord Halli* 
fax, that the duke of Marlboroitgh'^s vi^ory at 
Blenheim, had not been celebrated in verfe, in the 
manner it deferved» and told him, that he wonldL 
take it kind, if his lordihip, who was the patronof 
the poets, would name a gentleman eapaUe of 
writing upon fo elevated a (mjeQ^ . Lord llalUfiut 
replied with fome quicknefs, that he was w<eU.ac^« 
quainted with fuch a perfqn, but that he woald- no.t 
name him ; and ob&rved, that he had long ieen* 
with indignation,, men of litde or no merit, ^main*' 
tained in pomp.and luxury^ at ^ expence of the. 
public, wnile perfpns of too miich modefty, witJi' 
mat abilities, lai^gniihed in obiGpurity. The tsei>-. 
lurer anfwered, very cooly, that he was foS:ry hi»- 
lordihip had occafion to make iiich an obfervation ; 
but that in the mean time, he would engage his 
honour, that whoever his lordihip ihould name, 
might venture upon this theme, without fear of 
lofing his time. Lord Hallifax thereupon named 
Mr. Addijbp, but infifted the treafn^^r mould fend 
to him hi'mielf, which he promifed. Accordingly 
he prevailed iipon Mr« Spyfef - ten cfaaaciUor of the 

exchequer. 
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exchequer, to go in his name to Mr. Addiroi), and 
coinmaBicate to him the bttfincfs, which he did in 
fo obliging a manner, that he readily entered upon 
die tafk *. The lord treafnrer faw the Poem before 
it was'finiAied, when the author had written no far- 
ther than • the celebrated fimile of the Angel, 
and was . fo much pleafed with it, that he 
immediately made him commiffioner of appeals, in 
the room of Mr. Locke, who was promoted to be 
one of the lords commiilioners for trade. Sec. 
■ His Poem, entitled the Campaign, was received 
with loud and general applaufe : It is addreiTed to 
the duke of Marlborough, and contains a ihort view 
df the military tranfadUons in the year 1 704, and a 
vwy particular defcription of the two great adions 
at Schellemberg and Blenheim. 

In 1705 Mr. Addifon attended the lord Hallifax 
tb Hanover ; and in the facceeding year he was 
made choice of fOr under -fecretary to Sir Charles 
Hedges, then appointed fecretary of ftate. In the 
mondi of December, in the fame year, the earl 
of'Sunderl&nd, who fucceeded Sir Charles in that 
office, continued Mr. Addifon in the pofi: of under 
fecretary. . '. 

Operas being now much in fafhion, many people 
of dito^on and true tafte, importuned him to. 
make a tirial, whether fenfe and found were really 
fo incompatible, as fome admirers of the Italian 
pieces would reprefent them. He ^vas at lad pre- 
v^led upon • to comply with* their reqnefl, and 
compofed his Rofamond : This piece wais infcribed 
to the duchefs of Marlbonnigfh, and met with but 
indifferent fuccefe on the ftage. Many looked upon 
it zi not propeiiy an Opera ; for coniidering what 
numbers of miferable prodnftions had bom that title, 
they wtere fcarce fatisfied ^at fo fuperior apiece 
UmM appear under the fame d^enQmination , About , 

A Bikdg«lU Memoiri «f the B(»xkt. * 
> this 
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t^is time our ^nthpr affifted Sir. Iliidiar«l Steel, in a 
play called the Tender Hulbaa^ ; to wHich he wrote 
a humorous t'roloeue. Sir Richard, whofe gratitude 
was as warm and ready as his wit, flirprized him 
witii a dedication, which n^ay b^ <:onfidered as on^ 
of the few monumenU of praife,. not unworthy the 
great perfon to whofe honour it was raifed. ; 

In 1 709 he went over to ltt\smdy as fecretary to 
tiie marquis of Wharton, appointpdlord. liectenant 
of that kingdom. Her majefty alfp,i was pleafed, as 
a mark of her peculiar favour, to augment the fa* 
Ikry annexed to the keeper of the records in that 
njation. And bellow it.^upos him^ While he was in 
' Ireland,' his friend Sir Richard Steel pubU&ed the 
Tatler, which .appeared for the ;firft time, on- the 
X2tb of April* 1 799 :^ Mn Addifon (fays Trckell)i 
difcovered th^ author by an obfervatioa on Virgil 
he had communicated to him. This difcovery led 
him to, afford farther affiftance, infomuch, that as 
the author of the Tatler well.expreiib it, he fared. by 
this means, .like a diflreil prince, who calls in 9, 
powerful neighbour to his aid : that is^ he' was un- 
done by his auxiliary. '1 . ) 

The fuperiority of Mr.. Addifon*s papersiin that 
work is uniyer£dly admitted ^t and being more at 
lelfure upon tlie. change of the n^iuifby,. he continued 
affiftirig in. the Tatler till 1711,, when it was dropt. 

No fodner was the Tatler laid down, but Sir 
Richard Steel, in concert with Mr. Addifon, formed* 
the plan of the Spe&ator, ^ T^e ^i^ paper appeared < 
on the iirftof Ma<cli 1711, and.ii> tbe^ conr£e of * 
that great work, Mr. ' Addifon furnift^d; all the pa- 
pers marked with any Letters €|f the Mufe CLIO; 
a^d which were generally moll ad;nired. Tickeli, 
Who had no kindni^fs for Sir Richard Steel, meanly 
fuppofes that he marked hi^ P?pec out of precaution 
againft Sir Richard ; which was an iil-natur*d in^-. 
iinuation ; for in the concluiion of the Spectators, 
lie acknowledges to IV^br Adjitbn; til he had a right 

to; 
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tai MjidiA lii Ictt^eo C^greve, he declares diat 
Addifon*! pipers ^r^« nxBokcd hy him» out of 
tttkbmefs so kit fHiMid, and a warm zeal for hh 
hmc Steel wai « genenms grateful friend ; It 
liicrefere iti bectiftiJ Mr. Tkkell in the defence of 
Ux. Addifev's kondur^ which needed no fuch fbia • 
tagem, to depfedace one of hit deareft friends ; ' and 
at direzpenee of oftiihf and-his repiitatioli, rai& the 
ckara^rr of his Hero. Sir Richard had oppofed 
Mr. Addifon, inthe choice of Mr. Tickell as h!i 
iedretary ; which it ieems hexotdd never forget nor 



uidioSpe^tators, Sir Roger de Coveriy was Mr. 
Addifott'sfatfouritechara^rs and fo' tender was he 
ef it) that he went to Sir Aichard, upon his pub- 
Mfliing a SpeAator, in which he ihade Sir Roger 
pick yp a woman in ^ temple cloifters,' a^d V/6M 
noc part with his fi^end; nntil he promifed to meddle* 
with the old fenightVeharader no more. Mbwever, 
Mr. Addiibb tb «ake fare, and to prevent anv ab- 
iar^dci the wtiters '6f the ft^bfe^ent SpedUitprs 
mighti i«ll>into, rdblved to rcemove that chara£ier 
out of the way ; or, as he pieafantly etpreiTed it to 
an intiinate friend, killed Sir Rog^, ^that no body 
dfe mi^taw^her him. W%en the old ^pe^ator 
was finShed^ ar new Okie appeared ; bat, though 
writtenbymen of witdiidgenitis^ itdid ndt fucceed, 
askd they were wife enough not to paih the attempt 
toi> fiv> Pdftenty muft hkw a high idea of the 
tafte and good iehfe of the Britiih nation, when 
they are informed, that- twehty-^onfand of thefc 
pmpers were fometimes fold in a day *. 

The Gnaidian, a paper of the fame tendency, 
entertained the town in die years 1713 and 
1714, in which Mr* Addiibn had likewife a 
very large fhare; he alfo 'wrote two papers in the 
Lover« ' ' 

\ } • .i» • ■ ■ • 
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In the year 1713 appeared his famous Cato. 
He entered into a deiign of writing a Tragedy on 
that fubjed, when he was very yoang ; and when 
he was on his travels he adually wrote four a6ls 
of it : However, he retouched it on his return, with- 
out any deiign of bringing it On the ftage ; but 
ibme friends of his imagining it might be of fervice 
to the caufe of liberty, he was pirevailed upon to 
finiih it for the theatre, which he accordingly did. 
When this play appeared, it was received with 
boundiefs admiration ;~ and during the repreieiitatioii 
on the firft night, on which its fate depended, it iis 
faid that Mr. Addifon difcovered uncommon timi- 
dity ; he was agitated between hope and fear, and 
while he remained retired in the green-room, he 
kept a peribn continually g(Mng backwards and 
forwards, from the ftac^e to the place where he was, 
to inform him how' it lucceeded!, and till the whole 
was over, and die fucceis confirmed, he nevei: 
ventured to move. 

When it was publiihtd, it was recommended by 
many Copies of Verfes prefixed to it, amongft which 
the fincerity of Mr. Steele, and the genius of Eufden, 
deferve to be diitinguiflied: But, as I would not omit 
any particul»'s relative to this renowned play, and 
its great author, I Ihidl infert a letter of Mr. Pope^s 
to Sir William Turnbul), dated the 3Cth of April 
171 3, in which are fome circmnftances that merit 
commemoration. 

SIR, 

* As to poetical affiurs, I am content at prefent 
' to be a bare looker on, and from a pradtitloner tura 
* an admirer ; which as the world goes, is not very 
■ ufual. Cato was not fo much the wonder of 

Vol. III. N^ 15. P •Rome 
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* Rome in his Days, as he is of Britain in ours; 
' and thoiigh all th^ foolilh induflry pofilble had 

* been ufed to make it thought a party play, yet 

* what tHe author once faid of another, may the 

* moft properly in the world be applied to him on 

* this occaiion. 

Envy itfelf is dumb, in wonder loft. 

And fa^lions drive who (hall applaud him moft. 

« The numerous and violent daps of the Whig 

* party, on the one fide of the theatre, werecccho- 
' ed back by the Tories on the other ; wJule the 
^ author fweated behind the fcenes, with concern to 
' .find their applaufe proceeding more from the 
' hand than the head^ This was the cafe too with 

* the Prologue writer, who was dapp'd into a ftaunch 
^ Whig at the end of every two lines. I believe 

* you have heard, that after. all the applaufes of 

* the oppofite faction, my lord Bolingbroke feat for 

* Booth, who played Cato, into the box, between 
'-one of the ads, and prefented him with fifty 

* guineas, in acknowledgment as he expreiiied it, 

* for defending. thp c^ufe of liberty fo well againft 

* a perpetual diftator. The Whigs are unwilling 
^ to be diflanced this way, and d^refore defign a 

* prefent to the fame Cato very fpeedily ; in the 
' mean time, they are getting ready as^ood a fen- 
' tence as the former on their fide, fo betwixt them 

* it is probable, that Cato (as Dr. Garth expreft it) 

* may havie fomething to live upon after he dies." 

Immediately after the poblication of this Tra- 
gedy, there came abroad a pamphlet, entitled* 
Obfervations on Cato ; written by the ingeni- 
ous Dr* Sewd : The ' defign of this piece was 
to ihew that the applaufe Siis Tragedy met with 
was founded on merit. It is a very accurate and 

enter- 
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^ittertaining criticifinj and tends to fecure the poet 
the hearts of. his leaders, as jvtrell as of his au- 
dience. Our aiuthor was not however without eae. 
dies* amOngd whom was - Mr* Dennis, who 
uttadsed it, firft in a pamphlet, and then in a 
iiibfequent work, jn which he employed feven 
letters in pulling tt to (ueces : In foine of his 
remarks he is candid, and judicious enough, in 
others lie is trifling and ill natur'd, ami I think it 
is pretty plain he was agitated by envy ; for as the 
intent of that^ay was to promote the Whig intereft, 
of which Mr. Dennis was a zealous abettor, he 
<ou]d not therefore difefieem it from party princi- 
files. Another gentleman^ who called himfelf a 
-fcholacat Oxford, confidtensd the play in a very dif- 
lereht light ; and endeavoured to lerve his party by 
turning the ca^on upon the enemy. The title of 
this pamphlet is, Mr,, Addifon turned Tory: It 
is written with great fpirit4ind vivacity. Cato was 
{peedily tranfLi^ i&ixr. French by Mr. Boyer, but 
with* no fptrit : It. was tranllated likewife into 
Italian. 

. Voltaire has commended, and condemned Mr. 
Addiion by turns, and in vcTped to Cato, he ad- 
mires, and cenfures it extravagantly. The princi- 
pal chaitaAer he allows fuperior to any before 
brought ]q>on the ftage, but fays, ^at all the love- 
foenes* are abfoiutely iniipid : He. might have* 
added unneceffary,. as to .die plot <! and the on|y 
reaibn that can be a&gned §ov the poet's intn?. 
ducing them was, the prevalence qf cuflom ; but 
. it mufl be acknowledged* that his lovers are the 
moft fenfible, and addrefs e^h other in the ' he§t 
language, that is to be found in any love dialogues 
of.theBritifiiftagef It will be difficult to find a 
tmonftrifeing line, or more Ipifture^ue of a lover's 
paifiQiiythati this' pathetic exclamation ; 

P ^ A lover 
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A lover does not live by vulgar dine. 

Qaeen Anne was not the laft in doing jnHioe to 
our author and his performance s (he was pleafed 
to fignifv an inclination of having it dedicated 
to her, but as he intended that compliment to 
another, it came into the world without any de- 
dication. If in the fubfequent part of his life, his 
leifure had been greater, we are told, he would pro- 
bably have written another tragedy on the death of 
Socrates ; but the honours acauing from what he 
had already performed deprived poftenty of that pro- 
dudion. This fubjed was Ml drier, and lefs fuf- 
ceptible of poetical ornament than the former, 
but in the hands of fo great a writer, there is no 
doubt but genhis would have fupplted what was 
wanting in the real ftory, and have covered by 
fhining fentiments , and noble language , the 
fimplicity of the pl6t» and deficiency in buii- 
neis. 

Upon the death of the Queen, the Lords 
. Juftices appointed Mr. Addifon their fecretary. 
This diverted him from die defign he had formed of 
compofing an Bngliih Didtonary upon the plan 
of a famous Italian one : that the world has much 
^ fttiFered by this* promotion I am ready to believe, 
and cannot but regret that our language yet wants 
t'le ailiftance of lo great a mafter, in fixing its 
ilandard, fettling its purity, and illoArating its 
copioufnefs, or elegance. 

In 1 71 6 our author married the countefs of 
Warwick ; and about that time publiihed the Free- 
holder, which is a kind of nolitical Spcdatsor. 
This work Mr. Addifon conduded without any 
aMance, upon a plan of his own fonning ^ he 

did 
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did h in confequence of his principles, out of a 
defire to remove prejudices, and contHbute all he 
could to make his country happy ; however it pro- 
duced his own promotion, in 171 7, to be one of 
the principal fecretaries of ftatc. His health, which 
had been before impaired by an afthmatic diforder, 
fuftered exceedingly by an advancement fo much to 
his honour, but attended with fuch great fatigue : 
Finding, that he was not able to manage fo 
much bufinefs as his ftation led him to, he re- 
iigned, and in his leifure hours began a work of 
a religious nature, upon the Evidence of the Chri- 
ftian religion ; which he lived not to finifli. He 
likewife jntended a Paraphrafe on fome of the 
Pfalms oi David : but a long and painful rdapfe" 
broke aW his defigns, and deprived the world of 
one of its brighcelt ornaments, June 17, 17 19, 
when he was entering the c4th year of his 
age. He died at Holland-houfe near Kenfmgton, 
and left behind him an only daughter by thp 
countcfs of Warwick. 

After ^'s'deceafe, Mr. Tickell, by the au- 
thority and direfdon of the anthor, colleded, 
and publiflied his works, in four volumes 4to. In 
this edition there are feveral pieces, as yet un- 
mentioned, which I fhall here give account of in 
order; the firA is a Diflertation upon Medals, 
which, though not publiflied 't 11 after his death, 
was begun in 1702, when he was at Vienna. 

In 1707 there came abroad a pamphlet, under 
the title of I'he Prefent ^tate of the War, and the 
Neceffity of an Augmentation Confidered. The 
Whig Examiner came out September 14 1710, 
for the iirft time : there were five papers in all at- 
tributed to Mr. Addifon ; thefe are by much the 
tartcft things he ever wrote; , Dr. Sacheverel, 
P 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Prior, and many other pcrfons arc fcvercfy 
treated. The Exam ncr had done the fame thing 
on the part of the Tories, and the avowed defign 
of this paper was to make repnfals. 

« 
In the year i7i'3 was publifhed a little pam- 
phlet, called Th€ Late Trial,, and Convidlion of 
Count Tariff; it was intended to expofc the Tory 
miniftry on the head of the French Commerce 
£ill : This is alfo a feyere piece. 

The following have likewife been afcribed to 
our author ; 

DilTertatio de kiiigniorftus Romanenun Poetb, 
i. e. A DiiTertation upon the mod Eminent Rom&n 
Poets : This is fuppoied to have been written aboat 

1 692. 

A Difcoorfe on Ancient and Modem Lenrning i 
the time when it was written is aneertain, but nro^ 
bably as earfy as ^ former. It was^prdervedt a- 
mMigft thrmanttfcripu of lordSomersy wfatcfa, after 
the death of Sir Jofeph Jdtyl, being ptibltckly ibid, 
this, little piece came to be printed 1759, 
and was well receired. To thefe we mnft add the 
Old" Whig, N^. I and £. Pamphlets written in 
Defence of the Peerage Bill : The fcopeof the Bill 
was' this, that in j^aoe. of 16 Peers ntting in Par- 
liament, a9 Reprefentatives of the Peerage of Scot- 
land, there were for the fittuie to be twen^ five 
hereditary Peers, by thejnn^bon of nine out of the 
body of the Scotch nobility, to the then 16 iittinfl^ 
Peers ; that fix Engliih Peeis ihoald he added, and 
the peerage then remam fixed ; the crown being 
retrained from making any new loids, but upon 
the extinction of families. This gave a great 

alarm 
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alarm to the nation, and many pi^rs were wrote 
with fplrit againfl it ; amongit the red, one called 
the Plebeian, now known to have been Sir Ri- 
chard Steele's. In anfwer to this canoe out the Old 
Whig N®. I. on the State of the Peerage, with 
feme Remarks on the Plebeian. This controverfy 
was carried on between the two friends, Addifon 
and Steele; at firil without any knowledge of one 
another, but before it was ended, it appears, front 
feveral exprelTions, that the author of the Old 
Whig was acquainted with his antagonid. 

Thus we have gone through the mod remark- 
able pafTages^^of the life of this great man, in 
admiration of whom, it is but natural to be an 
EnthuAaft, and whofe very enemies expreiled their 
didike with dilHdenee ; nor indeed were his ene- 
mies, Mr. Pope excepted, (if it be proper to reckon - 
Mr. Pope Mr. Addifon's eneihy) in one particular 
cafe, of any confcquence. It is a true, and an old 
obfervation, that the greateft men have fome- 
times failings, that, of ali other human weaknefles, 
one would not fufpeft them to be fubjed to. It i» 
faid of Mr. Addifon, that he was a ilave to flat* 
tery, that he was jealous, and fufpicious in hh 
temper, and, as Pope keenly exprefles it. 

Bore, like the Turk, no rival near the 
throne. 

That he was jealous of the fame of Pope, many 
have believed, and perhaps not altogether without 

t round. He preferred TickePs tranflation of the 
r& Book of Homer, to PopeV. His words are, * the 
' other has more of Homer,* when, at the fame 
time, in a letter to Pope, he ftrenuoufly advifes him 
to undertake it7 and tells Kim, there is none but 
he equal to it^ which circumftance has made fome 
P 4 people 
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people coDJe£lure, that Addifon was himfelf the 
author of the tranflation, imputed to Mr. Tickell : 
B.' this as it may, it is unpleaftng to dwell upon the 
failings, and quarrels of great men ; let us rather 
draw a veil over all their errors, a^.d only admire 
their virtues, and their genius ; of both which 
the author, the incidents of whbfe life we have 
now been tracing, had a large pofTeflion. He 
added much to, the purity of the Engliih ftile in 
profe ; his rhime is not h flowing, nervous, or 
manly as fome of his cotemporaries, but his 
profe has an original excellence, a fmoothnefs and 
dignity peculiar to it. His poetry, as well as fea- 
timents, in Cato, cannot be praifed enough. 

Mr. Addifon was ftedfaft to his principles, faith- 
ful to his friends, a zealous patriot, honourable in 
public ftations, amiable in private life, and as he 
Hvedf he died, a good man, and a pipus CiuiHian. 
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Anne, Countefs qf Winchelsea. 

THIS lady, dcfcrycdly celebrated for her po- 
etic genius, was daagliter of Sir William. 
Kingfmill of Sidmonton, in the county of South- 
ampton. She was Maid of Honour to the Duchefs 
of York, iecond wife to King James II. and was 
afterwards married to Hencage earl of Winchel- 
fea, who was in his father's life-time Gentleman 
of the Bed-chamber to the Duke of York. 

One of the moil considerable of this lady^s 
poems, is that upon the Spleen, puUiihed by Mr. 
Charles Gildon, 1701, in 8vo. That poem oc- 
cafioned another of Mr. Nicholas Rowers, entitled 
an Epiftle to Flavia, on the fight of two Pindaric 
Odes on the Spleen and Vanity, written by a Lady 
to her Friend. This poem of the Spleen is writ- * 
ten in flanzas, after the manner of Cowley, aiyl 
contains many thoughts naturally exprefled, and 
poetically conceived ; there is feldom to be found 
any thing more excellently pi^urefque than this 
pQem, anii it }uftly entitles the amiable countefs 
to hold a very high flation amongft the infpired 
tribe. Nodiine can be more happily imagined 
than the following defcription of the pretended in- 
fioence of Spleen up(m furly Hulbands^ and gay 
Coqoetes. 

P5 Patrott 
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Patron thou art of every grofs abnfe ; 
The fullen hafband*s feign'd excafe, 
When die ill humours with his wife he fpends. 
And bears recruited wit, and fpiritis to his friends. 
The fda of Bacchus pleads thy powV 
As to the glafs he ftill repairs 
Pretends but to remove tny cares» 
Snatch from thy ihades, one gay, and fmHing 

hour, 
And drown thy kingdom in a purple fhowV^ 
When the coquette (whom ev*ry tool admiresi) 
Would in' vaiiety be fair ; 
And changing haflily the fceiie» 
From lighty impertinent^ and vain, 
Affumes a foft, a melancholy air 
And of her eyes rebates the wandering fires. 
The careleis poilure, apd the head redin'd 
(Proclaiming the withdrawn, the abfent mind^ 
Allows the fop more liberty to ga^e i 
Who gently for the tender caufe enijuires i 
1 he caufe indeed is a dcfe€t of fenfe, 
Yet is the Spleen allcdged> and Aill thQ:d>iy pre^ 
tencf. 

The inllaence which Spleen has over xeligloHa 
anndfi, is admirably painted in tJie nes^t ilanf». 



By fpleen, religion^ all we kn<^w ^^^ 
That ihould enlighten he^ below#i 
Is veile4 ip darknef^ ^nd- pfrpkx^.. ^ 

With anxipus doubts,' with ^pdlefs fcfnple^ vext ( 
And ibmfi reibaint i«iply*d» fri^m each pqrvc|t-X. 
od text;. ' , .. ' i. >. . -J 

Whilft touch net> t^iW^ot ^a|;is A:ealy.g^r^« 
}s but thy .niggard veke diig^iicing b^unt^QM 

Heaven. ... . , 

From fpeechreftrain'dy by the deceits abus'd. 
To defarts. baniihM, or ijrcells reclos'd^ 

MiilakM 
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Kf iftaken vof ries, to the powers divine^ 
Whilft they a parer facrificc <)efign, 
Do but the fpken iobey, and worihip i 
ibrine. 



ivine, "J 

orihip at thy C 



" A coHeflion of this lady^'s poem's was publifted 
at London I7i3^in 8vo. containing likewise a Tra« 

fedy never adte'd, entitled Ar4ftomenes, or the 
Loyal Shepherd. . The general fcenes are in Ari- 
ftomenes's camp^^ near the walls of Phau-ea, fome- 
times the plains among the Shepherds. A great 
number of our authorels's poems itiU continue un- 
publiihed, in the hands ot the rev, Mr. Creake» 
and fome were in poflefiion of the right hen. the 
counters of Hertford. 

The countefs of Winchelfea died. Auguft 9^ 
1720, without iflue.' She was' happy in the 
friendiliip of Mr. Poj)e, who addrefles a copy 
^f verfes to her^ occafioned by eight lines in 
the Rape of the Lock : they contain a very ek« 
gant compliment. 

In vain you boaft'ppetic names of*yore, . 
And cite thofe Sapnoes we admire no more i 
Fate doom'd the fall of ev'ry female wit. 
But doom'd it then, when firil Ardelia writ. 
Of all examples by the world confeft, 
I knew Ardelia cpuld hot quote the beft^. 
Who like her miftVefs on Bntapnia^'s throne 
Fights and fubdiies in quarrels not her own* 
To write their praifi?, yoii but in vain (MTay j 
E'en while you' write, . you take tRat pwaife away : 
Light to the ftars> the fan does tlius reflpre^ 
And fhines himfelf ''till they are feen no more* 

The anfwcr' wTiicii the cou'nteA makes to the a- 
bove, h rather aoive exquifite than the lines of 
Mr Pope ; he is foiled at his own weapon^ and 
42^tdone in the elegance of compliment 

P 6 DifkaiU 
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Difiuiii*d with fo genteel an air, I 

The contcft I give o'er ; " \ 

Yet Alexander have a care, I 

And (hock the fex no more. i 

We rule the world our life*s whole race,. 

Men but aflume that right ; 
Firft flaves to evVy tempting face. 

Then martyrs to our ipite. 
You of one Orpheus fure have read. 

Who would like you have writ ' 
Had he in London-town been bred. 

And polifh'd too his wit ; 
But he poor foul, thought all was w^lt 

And great fhould be his feme, i 

When he had left his wife in hell 

And birds, and beaAs could tame. i 

Yet venturing then with fcoffing rhimes | 

The women to incenfe, 
Refenting heroines of thofe times 

Soon punifhed his offence. 
And as the Hebrus roU'd his Ikull, 

And Harp befmeared with blood. 
They claftiing as the waves grew fall 

Still harmonized the flood. 
But you our follies eently treat. 

And fpin fo fine the thread, 
you need not fear his awkward fate> 

The lock won't coft the head. 
Our admiration you command 

For all that's gone before ; 
What next we look for at your hand 

Can wily raife it more. 
Yet (both the ladies, I advife 

(As me too pride has wrought) 
We're born to wit, but to be wiict 

Sy admonitions tauj^U 
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The other pieces of this lady arc. 

An Epilogue to Jane Shore, to be fpoken by Mrs. 
Oldfield the night before the Poet*s day. 

To the Coontefs of Hertford with her Volume of 
Poems. 

The Prodigy* a Poem, written at Tunbridge- 
Wells 1706, on the. Admiration that many expre&d 
on a Gentleman^s being in lov^ and their Endea- 
vours to diifaade him from it, with feme Advice to 
the young Ladies how to maintain their natural 
Prerogative. If all her other poetical compoiitions 
are executed with as much fpirit and ele^nce as 
thefe, the lovers of poetry have fome reaioh to be 
forry that her ftation was fuch, as to exempt hey 
from the neceffity of more frequently exercinng a 
cenitts {b fumiihed by nature, to have made a great 
pgure in that divine art. 
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Charles GitDON. 

THIS gentleman was borB at GiUinghao* 
near Skaftibary^ in the county of Dorfet. 
His parents » and family were all of the 
Rpibifli. perfaa£on» bitt they coold /not infill 
their principles into our author, who, as foon as. 
he. began to reafon, ivas able to difcov^ the 
errors, and foppery of that church. His father was 
a member of the fociety of Grays Jhn> and fnfr 
fered much for the Royal caufe. The firft rudi- 
ments of learning Mr. Gildon had at the place 
of his nativity $ thence his relations fent him to 
the Endifh college of fecular priefts at Doway ia 
Hainault, with a deiign of masing him a prieft ;. 
but after five years ftudy there, he found his incli- 
nation dired him to a quite diiferent courfe of 
life, \yhen he was nineteen years old he- returned 
to England, and as foon as he was of age, and ca-^ 
pable of enjoying the pleafures of gaiety, he came 
to London, where he fpent the greateft part of 
his paternal eft ate. At aoout the age of twenty • 
three, to crown his other imprudences, he marriedj^ ^ 
without improving his reduced circiimftances thereby*. 
During the reign of Xing Tames II. he dedi. 
cated his time to the ftudy of the prevailing con« 
troverfies, and he fomewhere declares, it coil him 
above feven years clofe application to books, be** 
fore he could entirely overcame the prejudices of 
bis cdacatioo. He never believed the abfur^ 

teneta 
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tenets of the church of !R6me ; nor could he em- 
brace the ridiculous doArine of her infallibility : 
But as he had been taught an early reverence to 
the priefthood, and a fubmiflive obedience to their 
authority, it was' a long while before he aflumed 
courage to think freely for himfelf, or declare 
what he thought. 

Mis firft attempt in the drama, was not till he 
had arrived at his 3!zd year ; and he himfelf in hU 
cflays tells us, that neceffity {tlie general induce- ' 
inenr) was his £rft motive of venturing to be aji 
«thoh '• 

He 18 the author of three pfays, viz. 

1. The 'Roman Bride^s Revengp, a Tragedy j* 
afted at the" Theatra-Roya! 1697'. This play was 
written in a month, and had the ufual fiiccefs of 
hafly productions, thbugh the iirft and iecond a^s , 
are weU'wHtten, and the catailrophe beautiful ; the 
moral beinjg to give us an example, in the punifh- 
inent of Martian, that no conuderatioh ought to ^ 
mzi^t us delay the fervice of our country. 

2. Phaeton, or the Fatal Divorce; a Tragedy, - 
afted at tlfc Theatre-Royal 1698, dedicated to 
Charles Montajgue, £f(}; This pliay is written in 
imitation of the anciennf, Wl'th/fonie reflVxions on 
a book called a Short View of the Inimorality of 
the Enrfilh Stafge,'writt6rt by Mr. ColHferj^a ^ibn- 
juririgUlfcrgyinan,' whb combated^ in 'th^catffe of 
virtue, wfth'rfuccefi, '^gainlf ' Brydcn,* • Coiigreve, 
Dennis, and oiir author. The jplot pf this pl^, 
and a great miny of the^ beautiiis, Mr; Gildon 
owns in his preface* he has uken from, the^Medea 
0f Euripides. ' 

3. Lov^^s Vifitm; or the Qu^n of "^kUi"; a*^' 
Tragedy^ aded at the Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn- 

He 
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He introduced the Play called die Younger Bfo^ 
ther» or tKe Amorous Jilt ; written by Mrs. Behn» 
but not brought upon the ftage 'till after her de- 
ceafe. He made very little alteration in it. Our 
author's plays have not his name to them ; and his 
fault lies generally in the flile^ which it too near 
an imitation of Lee's. 

He wrote a piece called the New Rehearfal, or 
Bays the Younger ; containing an Examen of the 
Ambitious Step-mother, Tamerlane, The Biter^ 
Fair Penitent, The Royal Convert, Ulyffes, and 
Jane Shore, all written by Mr. Rowe ; alfo a Word 
or Two on Mr. Pope's Rape of the Lock, to which ' 
is prefixed a Preface concerning Crtticifm in ge- 
neral, by the Earl of Shaftlbury, Author of the 
Chajadieriftics, 8vo. 1714. Scene the Rofe Ta- 
vern. The freedom he uled with Mr. Pope in re- 
marking upon the Rape of the Lock, it feems wa& 
fufiicient to raife that gentleman's refentment, who 
was never celebrated for forgiving. Many yeara 
after, Mr. Pope took his revenge, by ftigmatizing 
him as a dunce, in his ufual keen fpirit of fatire : 
There had arifen fome quarrel between Gildon and 
Dennis, upon which, Mr. Pope in his Dunciad^ 
B«iii. has the following lines» 

Ah Dennis ! Gildon ah ! what ill-ftarr'd rage 
Divides a friendship long confirm'd by age I 
Blockheads with reafon wicked wits abhor» 
But fool with fool is barb'rous civil war. 
' Embrace ; embrace my fens ! be foes no more> 
Nor glad vile poets with true critics gore. 

Tlus author*& other works are chiefly thefe* . 

The- Poft-Boy Robb'd of his Mail, or the Packet 
Broke Open $ coniifling of Five Hundred Lettexa 
ta feveru Perfons of C^ality,, &rc,> 1692^ , ; 

. . •••••"•■'• ^ He 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



_j 



CHARLES GILDON. 329 

He publiflicd the Mifccllancous Works of Charles 
Bioant, Efq; to which he prefixed the Life of the 
Author, and an Account, and Vindication of his 
Death, in 1 2mo. 1695. In this volume are feveral 
of the publiftier*s own letters. 

Likewife Letters, aiid Eflays, on feveral Sub- 
jcfts, philofophical, hiftorical, critical, amorous. 
Sec. in Profc and Verfc, to John Dryden, Efq; 
George Granville, Efq; Walter Moyle, Efq; Mr. 
Congreve, Mr. Dennis, and other ingenious gen- 
tlemen of the age. 

Mifcellaneous Poems, on fcvcral Occafions, and 
Tranllations from Horace, Perfius, Petronius Ar- 
bi:er, Sec, with an Eflay upon Satire, by the fa- 
mous M. Dacier, .8\ro. 1692. 

A Review of Her Royal Highnels Prhicefs So- 
phia's Letters to the Lord Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, and that of Sir Rowland Gwynn's, to the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Stamford, 8vo. 1706. 

Canons, or the Vifion ; a Poem, addrefied to the 
Right Hon. James Earl of Carnarvon, &c. 1717. 

The Laws of Poetry, as laid down bv the Duke 
of Buckingham in his EiTay on Ppetry, oy the Earl 
of Rofcommon in his EiTay upon Tranflated Verfe ; 
and by Lord . Lanfdown on Unnatural Flights in 
Poetry, explained and illuftrated, &c. 8vo. 1721. 

A Continuation of Langbain*8 Lives of the Poets. 

Mr. Coxeter has imputed to him «a piece called 
Meafure for Mcafure, or Beauty the beft Advo- 
cate ; altered from Shakefpear, and performed at 
the Theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields 1 700, with the 
addition of feveral Entertainments of Muiic. Pro- 
logue and Epilogue by Mr. Oldmixon. 

The Detft*s Manual, or Rational Enquiry into 
the Chriftian Relk;ion, with fome Animadverfions 
onHobbs, Spinoia, the Oracles of Reafon, Second 
Though^, Sec, to which is prefixed a Letter irom 
the Author of the Method with the Deifls, 1705. 

Mr. 
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Complete Art of Poetry. 

Mr. Gildon died on the 12th of January 1723, 
€nd in the words of Boyer's Political State, vol. 
xxvii. p. 102. we (hall fum up his charader. 

* On Sunday, January 1 2, died Mr. Charles 
' Gildon, a perfon of great literature, but a mean 

* genius ; who having attempted feveral kinds of 

* writing, never gained much reputation in any. 

* Among other treatifes, he wrote the Englifti 

* Art of Poetry, which he had pradUfed himfelf 

* very unfuccefsfully in his dramatic performances. 

* He alfo wrote an Englilh Grammar, but what' 
' he feemed to build his chief hopes of fame up- 

* on, was, his late Critical Commentary on the. 

* Duke of Buckingham's Effay on. Poetry, which 

* laft piece was perafed, and highly approved, by 

* his grace.* 
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Thomas D'Urfey, 

WA S born in the coanty of Devon, and was 
firft bred to the law j but we have not heard 
from what family he was defcended, nor in what 
year he was born. He has written upwards 
of thirty plays, with various faccefs, but had a 
genius better turned to a ballad, . and little irregu- 
lar odes, than for dramatic poetry. He Toon £br> 
fook the profefiion of the law^ and threw himfelf 
upon the public by writing for the fla^e. .i— 
^hat D'Urfey w^s a man of fome abilities, and 
enjoyed the efteem and friendihip of men of 
the jrsateft parts in his time, appears froia the 
ifavottrable teftimony of the author or the Guardian : 
And «s the defi^n of this work is to colled, 
and throw into one view, whatever may be found 
concerning any poet of emineoce in various 
books, and literary records, we ftall make no fcru- 
jple of tranfcribing what that ingenious writer has 
Aumorottfly faid concerning oar author. 

In Numb. 29. Vol. I. fpeaking of the advan* 
tages of laughing, he thus mentions D^rfey. 

* A judicious anthor, Ibme years fince publifhed a 
' collection of Sonnets, which he very fuccefsfully 
' called Laugh and be Fat; or Pills to purge 

* Melancholy : I cannot fuffictently admire the 

* Sections title of thefe volumes, and-muft cenfure 
^ the wofid of ingratitude, white they are fo neg,. 

• ligent 
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' li|;ent in rewarding the jocofe labours of my 

* fnend Mr. D'Urfey , who was fo large a contributor 

* to this Treatife, and to whofe humorous pro- 

* dudtions, fb many rural fquires in the remotefl 

* parts of this ifland are obliged, for the ' dignity 

* and date which corpulency gives them. It is my 

* opinion, that the above pills would be extremely 

* proper to be taken with Ailes milk, and might 

* contribute towards the renewing &nd refloring 
■ decayed lungs.' 

Numb. 67. He thus fpeaks of his old friend. 
— * It has been remarked, by curious obfervers, that 
poets are generally long lived, ai^d run beyond the 
ttfual age of man, If not cut off by fome accident, 
or e)ccefs, as Anacreon, in the midft of a very 
merry old age, was choaked with ~ a grape done. 
The fame redondalicy of fpirits that produces the 
poetical flame, keeps up the vital warmth, and ad- 
miniilers uncommon fuel to life. I queftion not 
but feveral infiances will occur to my readcrVmc- 
mory, from Homer down to Mr. Dryden ; I (hall 
only take notice of two who have cxoeUed in Lyrics, 
the one an antient, the other a modern. The firil 
gained an immortal reputation by celebrating feve* 
ral jockeys in the Olympic Games ; the laft has 
iignalized himfelf on the fame occaiion, by the 
Ode that begins with — ^-To horfe brave boys, to 
New-market, to horfe. The reader will by this 
time know, that the two pdbts I haye mentioned are 
Pindar, and Mr. D'Urfey. The former of thefe is 
long fmce laid in his urn, after having many years 
together endeared himfetf to all Greece, b^ his tune- 
ful compofitions. Our countryman is ibll living, 
and in a blooming old nge, thatftiil promifes many 
mufical produdions ; ibr if I ate not miilaken our 
Britifti Swan will fin^ tp the laft. Th^ beft judges, 
who have per^fed his lail Song on>the sioderate 
Man, do not difcover any decay in lus ptftar but 

think 
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think it Mcxves sl place among the fineft of thofe 
works, with which he obliged the world in his more 
early years. 

' I am led into this fubjefb, by a vifit which I 
lately received from my good old friend and cotem- 
pprary. As we both fk>uriihed together in kine 
Charles the IId*s reign, we diverted ourfelves with 
the remembrance of feveral particulars that pafs*d 
in the world, before the greateft part of my readers 
were born ; and could not but fmile^ to think how 
infeniibly we were grown into a couple of venerable 
old gentlemen. Tom obferved to me, that after 
having written more Odes than Horace, and about 
four times as many Comedies as Terence ; he was 
reduced to great difficulties, by the importunities of 
a fet of men, who of late years had nimifhed him 
with the acccommodations of life» and would not, 
as we fay, be paid with a fong. In 'order to ex- 
tricate my old friend, I immediately fent for the 
three diredors of the Play-houfe, and defired they 
would in their turn, do a good office for a man, who 
in Shakefpear's phrafe, often filled their mouths ; I 
xnean with plealantry and popular conceits. They 
very generouily liflened to my propofal, and agreed 
to aA the Plotting Sifters (a very taking play of my 
old friends compofing) on the 15th of next month, 
for the benefit of the author. 

« My kindnefs to the agreeable Mr. D*Urfey, 
will be imperfe£l, if, after having engaged the 
players in his favour, I do not get the town to 
come into it. I muil therefore heartily recommend 
to all the young ladies my difciples, the cafe of my 
old friend, who has often made their grand-mothers 
merry ; and whofe Sonnets have perhaps lulled 
afleep many a prefent toaft, when fhe lay in her 
cradle. The gentleman I am fpeaking of, has laid 
obligations on To many of his countrymen, that 1 

hope 
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hope they wUl think this but a juft retarn to the 
good fervice of a veteran Poet. 

' Imyfelf, rememberking Charles the Ildc lean- 
ing on Tom D'Urfey's ihoulder more than once, and 
humming over a fong with him. Itiscertain^ that 
monarch was not a little fupported, by joy to great 
Caefar ; which gave the Whigs fuch a blow, as they 
were not able to recover that whole reign. My 
friend afterwards attacked Pppery, with the fame 
fuccefs, having expofed Bellarmine, and Porto- 
carero, more than once, in fhort fatirical compo- 
iitions, which have been in every body's mouth. 
He made ufe of Italian Tunes and Sonato's, for 
promoting the Proteftant intereft ; and turned a 
confiderable part of the Pope's mufic againll him- 
felf. In^lhort, he has obliged the court with poli- 
tical Sonnets ; the country with Dialogues, and 
Paftorals ; the , city with Defcriptions of a lord 
Mayor's Feaft; not to mention his. little Ode upon 
Stool-Ball ; with many others of the like nature. 

* Should the very individuals hp has celebrated, 
make, their appearance together, they would be 
fufficient to fill the play-honfe. Pretty Peg of 
Windfor, GiKan of Croydon; with Dolly and 
MoUy ; and Tommy and Johny ; with many others 
to be met with in the muilcal Mifcellanies, would 
make a great benefit. 

. * As my friend, after the manner of the old 
Lyrics, acconipanies his works with his own voice ; 
he has b^en the delight of the mofi: polite companies 
and converfations,- from the" beginning of king 
Charles the lid's reign, to our own dnies : Many 
an hon ell' gentleman has got a reputation in his 
country, by pretending to nave been in company 
with Tom D^Urfey. 

* I might here mention ffeveral other merits in my 
friend, as his cnjiching our langauge with a multi- 
tude of rhimcs, and brftjg?ng Words together, that 
without his go^od offices, wotfld never have been 
' * ' z acquainted 
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•cqu^nted with one another, fo long as it had been 
a tongue ; but I muft not omit that my old friend 
Angled for a trout, the beft of any man in England. 

' After what I have faid, and much more that I 
^ght fay, on this fubjedt, I queftion not but the 
world will think that my old friend ought not to 
pais the remainder of his life in a cage, like a 
linging bird ; but enjoy all that Pindaric liberty, 
which is fuitable to a man of! his genius. He 
has made the world merry, and I hope they will 
make him eafy, as long as he ftays amongd us. 
This J will take upon me to fay, they, cannot do a 
kindnefs, to a more diverting companion, or a more 
•chearful, honeil, good-nalur'd man/--- • ■ 

The fame author. Numb. 82. puts his readers in 
mind when D Urfey^s benefit came on, of fome other 
circumftances favourable to him. ' The Plotting ^ 
Sifters, fays he, is this day to be a^ed for the be* 
nefit of the autlior, my old friend Mr. D'Urfey. • 
This comedy was honoured with the prefence of 
King Charles II. three of the firft five nights. My 
friend has in diis work (hewn himfelf a mafter, iand 
made not only the charaders of the play, but aU 
fo the furniture of the houfe contribute to the main 
- <ieiign. He has made excellent ufe of a table with 
a carpet, and the key of a clofet ; with thefe two 
implements, which would perhaps have been over- 
looked by an ordinary writ^, he contrives the moil 
natural perplexities (allowing only the ufe of thefe 
kottihold goods in poetry) that ever were repre- 
i«nted on a ftage. He alfo made good advantage 
of the knowledge of the fUge itfelf ; for in the 
nick of being furprized, the lovers are let down, 
and efcape at a trap-door. In a word» any who 
have the curiofity to obferve what pleafed in the 
Jaft generation, and do«s not go to* a comedy with a 
reiblutlon to be grave, will £nd this evening am- 
ple ' 
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pic food for mirth. Johnfon, who anderftands what 
he does as well as any man, expofes the imperti- 
nence of an old fellow who has loft his fenfes» 
ftill parfuing pleafures with great maftery. The 
ingenioos Mr. Pinkethman is a baOifol rake, and 
is iheepifhy without havinz modefty with great fuc- 
cefs. Mr. Bullock fucceeds Nokes in the part of. 
Bubble, and, in my opinion, is not much below 
him, for he does excellently that kind of folly we 
call abfurdity, which is the very contrary of wit ; 
but next to that is, of all things, propereft to ex- 
cite mirth. What is foolifh is the obje£t of pity, 
but abfurdity often proceeds from an opinion of 
fufficiency, and confequently is an honefl occaiion 
for laughter. Thefe dutraders in this play, can* 
not, but make it a very pleafant entertainment, and 
the decorations of finging and dancing, will more 
than repay the good-nature of thofe, who make 
an honeft man a vifit of two' merry hpurs^ to make 
his following year unpainful^* 

Thefe are the teftimoniea of friend(hip and e- 
fieem, whidb this great author has given in favour 
of D^Uffey, and however his genius may be turned 
for the Sing-fong, or Ballad, which is certainly the 
loweft fpecies of poetry, yet that man cannot be 
termed contemptiofe, who was thus loved, and, 
though in jocular terms, praifed by Mr. Addifon. 

There are few* br no particulars relating to the 
life of tlu3 poet preferved. He was attached to the 
Tory intereft, and in the latter part of Queea 
Anne's reign frequendy had the honour of di- 
verting her with witty catches, and {on& of hu- 
mour fuited to the fpirit of the times. Re died, 
according to Mr. Coxeter, February 26, 1723, ia 
. a good old age, and was buried in dkc Church-yard 
of St. James's, Weftminfter. 

His 
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His dramatic works are, 

I. The Siege of Memphis, or the Ambitiods 
Queen ; a Tragedy a^d at the Theatre-royal, 
primed in quarto 1676. Mr. Langbain fays that 
this play is full of bombaft and fuftian, and obferves, 

* That there goes more to the making a poet, than 

* copying verfes, or tagging rhimes, and recom* 
' mends to the modern poetafters, the follovring lines 

* from a Prdogne to a Play called the Atheift.^ 

* Rhimfters get wit, e're ye pretend to (hew it, 
' Nor think a game at Crambo maJkes a poet/ 

z. Madam Fickle, or theWktyFalfeOne; a^ed 
at the duke of York's Theatre, printed in quarto, 
1677, dedicated to die duke of Ormonde This 
play is compiled from fevoral other Comedies ; the 
icene is laid in Covent-Garden. 

; 3 . Trick for Trick, or die Debauched Hypocrite ; 
a Comedy afted at the Theatre-Royal 1678 : This 
is the only one of Fletcher's plays, called Monfieur 
Thomas revived. 

4. The Fool tum'd Critic ; aded at the Theatre- 
Royal,i678. Several of the charadlersof this play are 
borrowed ; as Old-wine-love, Trim and Small-wit, 
feem to be taken from Senio Afotus and Ballio, in 
Randolph's Jealous Lovers. 

5. Fond Huiband, or the Plotting Sifters, 
a Comedy. Of this we -have already given fome 
account, in the words of Mr. Addifon. 

6: Squire Old-Sap, or the Night- Adventures ; a 
Comedy ; aded at the duke's Theatre, printedin 
quarto, 1679.. Several incidents in this play are 
taken from Francion's Comic. HiA. Boccace's No- 
vels, les Contes de M. delaPdntaine. 

7. Thfii Virtuous Wife, -or Good-Luck atlaft; a 
Comedy a£ted at the duke's Theatre 1680. Several 

VoL.IILN^is. CL Joints 
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hints are Uken from the Town, Marriage A-Ia- 
mode, Sec, the Scene Ch^lfta. 

8. Sir Bamaby Whig, or no Wit like aWoman's ; 
a Com^ ^td at th« Thcatre^Rojal 1681 . De- 
4icQXed tQ the right honourable George Earl of 
SerkUy. 1%9 fiot of tbis play is talun from a 
f l#y ^ Marmkm*s» .calkd the Fine Coispanion ; 
and p4ft froffi tke Double Cuckold, a Novel, writ- 
ten by M. St. Evremond. Scene London. 

g, TbeKoyalii, aConedy; aded attiieDoke^s 
Theatre i6Sa« This play, which is colleaed 
chiefly from novels^ fucceeded on the ftage ; prim. 
«d in 4IQ< 1644. 

iQ. Th« lajterod Ffiscefs^ m the Fatal Wager ; 
« Tragi-Coroedy ; aded at the Theatre-Royal 
t<^3(. The AmwiadiDii «£ tkis play is taken from 
Sbftkefpear*! CymbeUBe. 

II. A. CommoB-wiBalih fif Wontett, a Tragi- 
Comedy; tAodattbe TheairorjRoyal t686, dedi- 
cfted to Chriftopher Duke of Albemark. This 
play is cbisefly borroiwttd from Fletcher's Sea Voyage. 
The fceae ift in €t.*Te»t .Uaudcn. 

I a. The Bafiditii» or a Lady'i Diftrefsi a Co- 
medy; aded at the Theatre-Roy^ i6$9. TUa 
play met with gveat oppoiitioa during the per- 
foffnance* which was diiiniied by the Catcalls. 
This occaficrnsed the ajtthfn- to take his retcoge 
vsfpxk the toucn, by dedicating at to a oeitam 
Knight, under the title of Sir Critic Ca«.cail. The 
chief plot: of this play is founded on a Romance 
written by Don Friandfeo de las Coveras, called 
Don Fenife, tranilatcd into Engliih in Sra See 
the Hiftcrry of Don Antonio, b. iv. p. 250. The 
dflfign of Don Dkgo*s tumiiig Banditd, and iem- 
lag with them to rob his fuppof&d father, reieafi^ 
Ucs that, of Pipperolloin Shffley*s^ltiy called xhic 
Sillers. Scene Madcid. 

1.3, A Fools FM^eemeiit, or 4lie Thfee Dukes of 
Dusfbabde ; ACooedf ; aaedat tk4 Qaeca's Theii^ 

•re 
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^tik in Skiifet-Gfli-den 16S8, dedicated to Charles 
<Lord Nforpeth,- in as familiar a ^ay as if the Ati;- 
'Chor wiis a men of Quality. The whole play is 
litde more than a tranfcript of Fletcher's Noble 
Gentlemen, except one fcene, which is taken from 
« Novel called The Humours of Bafiet. Scene 
the Court, in the time of Henry XV. The fongp 
in this play were all compofed by the celebrated 
Mulician Mr. Henry Pnreetts 

14. BdTy D'Ambdife, or th« Hufband's Re- 
▼ttigt ; a Tragedy ; adted at the Theatre- Royal, 
4to. 1 691, -addreifed to Edward Earl of Cariifle. 
This is a play of Mr. Chapman's revisM, and th« 
charafterof Tamym, Mr. D'Urfey tells us, he has 
altered for the better. Thefcene Paris. 

,1^. Loire for Money, or the Boarding School; 
a Comedy ; a£bd at the Theatre*-Royal 1691, de- 
dicated to Charles Lord Vifconnt Lanfdown, Count 
0f Che Sacred Roman Empire, Sec, This play 
met with oppofition in the firft day's reprefenta- 
tion, but afoerwards facceeded pretty well. Tha 
fctf ne Chelfea. 

16. The Richmond Heirefs, w a Woman onca 
in the Right ; a Comedy , aded at the Theatre^ 
Royal 1693. 

17. The MaxTtage-Hater Matched, a Comedy; 
a£)fed at the Theatre-Royal 1695, addrelTed to James 
Dalceof Ormond. Mr. Charles Qildon, in an e^Mftle 
prefixed to th« play, teUs os, that thh is much the 
bcft of «0r amM»''s performances. Mr. Dogget 
was fiirft taken noiace of as an excellent a^or, 
from the admirable performance of his part in thii 
play. Scene the Park, near Kenfmgton. 

18. The Comical Hlftory ef Don Qaixot, Part 
the Fir'ft $ a^cd at the Queen's Tlieatx« in DaHet^ 
Garden 1694, dedicated to the Dadiefr of Of^ 
mond. This plar was a^d with great ap. 
plaafe I M a whoUf ttkeft from tiie S^nilh Ro. 
mance of t3iai liama. Sccae ftUwIif i^ ^sain. 

Q^a 19. Tie 
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19. The Comical Hiftory of Don Qoblot; Part 
tbe Second ; aded at the Queen's Theatre V^c^ 
dedicated by an Epiftle, in heroic Verfe, to Charles 
Earl of Qorfet and Middlefex, Sec. This play was 
likewife a^d with applaafe. 

20. Don Quixot, Part the Third, with the Mar.- 
riage of Mary the Buxom, 1669 ; this met with no 
fuccefs. . 

21. The Intrigues at Verfaillesy or A Jilt in all 
Humours ; a Comedy ; adted at the Theatre-Roy- 
al ii\ Lincoln*s Inn-Fields 1697, dedicated to Sir 
Charles Sed]ey the Eider, Bart, and to. his much 
honoared Friend Sir Charles Sedley, his Son. 
Scene Verfailles. The author complains of the 
want of fuccefs in this play, when he afierts, the 
town had applauded Ibme pieces of his of 
Icfs merit. He has borrowed very liberally from a 
play of Mrs. fiehn's called The Amorous Jilt. 

22. Cynthia and Endymion, or The Lover of 
the Deities, a Dramatic Opera ; aded at the The- 
atre-Royal 1697, dedicated to Henry Earl of 
Romney ; this was a£led with applaufe ; and the 
author tells us, that King William's Queen Mary 
intended to have it reprefented at Court. / There 
-* are many lines (fays Jacob) in this play, above 
' the genius which generally appears in the other 

* works of this author ; but he has perverted the 

* charaders of Ovid, in making Daphne, the 

* chafte favourite of Diana, a whore, and a jilt ; 
' and fair Syrene to lofe her reputation^ in the 

* unknown ignominy, of an envious, mercenary^ 
f infamous woman." Scene Ionia. 

23. The Campaigners, or The Pleafant Adven- 
tures at firuffels; a' Comedy; with a familiar Pre- 
face upon a late Reformer of the Stage, ending 
with a Satirical Fable of the Dog, ^nd the Otter, 
1698. This play is dedicated to Thomas Lord 
Wharton, ^d part of it is borrowed froal a Novel 
called Female Falfihood. Scene BruCels. ' 

. ^ 24. MaiTa- 
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24. Maffiraello, or a Fifherman Prince, in two 
Parts ; aaed at the Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields 
1700. 

25. The Modern Prophets, or New Wit for a 
Hulband ; a Comedy, 

26. The OW Mode and the New, or Country 
Mifs with her Furbelo ; a Comedy. Scene Coven- 
try. . . 

27. Wonders in the Sun, or The Kingdom of 
Birds; a Comi« Opera 5 performed at the Queen's 
Theatre in^ the Hay -Market. 

28. Bath, or The Wellern Lafsj a Comedy; 
dedicated to John Duke of Argyle. 

29. The Two Queens of Brentford, or Bays no 
Poetafter ; a Mufical Farce, or Comical Opera ; 
being the Sequel of the Rehearfal, written by fhe 
Duke of Buckingham ; it has five Ads. Scene 
Infide of the Playhouie. 

30. The Grecian Heroine, or The Fate of Ty» 
rsuiny ; a Tragedy ; written 171 8. Scene Corinth. 

3 i . Ariadne, or The Triumph of Bacchus ; the 
Scene Naxos, an Iflandixi the Archipelago. Thefe 
laft were publifhed with a Collection of Poem3 1721. 

Thefe are the dramatic performances of D'Urfey, 
by which his inceflant labours for the ilage are to 
be feen ; though not one of his numerous Iflue 
is now in poffefflon of it. He wa« author of naa- 
ny poem$, and fongs, which we need not here 
enumerate. Mr. Coxeter takes particular notice 
of a ptec^ of his called Gloriana, a Funeral Pin^- 
darique Poem to the memory of. Queen Mary, 4to. 
1695. 

The Trophies, or Augufta's Glory ; a trium- 
phant .Ode, piade in lidnaur of the. City, and up- 
on' the Trophies taken from the French at the 
Battle of Ramillies, May 25, 1706, by the Duke 
of Marlborough, and fixed in Guildhall, London, 
dedicated to the Lord Mayor, and Court of Al- 
. • ' 0^3 dermen,. 
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:;:meh, amd Slueriffs, and. alfo to the Pre£de&t» 

. i Court of Mitoagers fof the uatud Trade to the 

.-a;} Indies. • 

HoBor & Opes/ or The flritifh Merchant's Gh:>- 

. ; a Poem Congratulatory, on the bappy Decifi- 

(j.u and Conclttiioft of all JDifficttltiet between the 

Old and New Company in the Trade to the £af( 

Indies. As a fpedmen of his poetry take the fol- 

l6wiog Iktes. 

Verses Congratulatory, to the Honou- 
rable WILLIAM BROMLEY, Eiq; 
on his being choien Speaker of this 
prcfent Parliament. 

A S when Hyperion with vi^lorious light 
,/A Expels iuvading.Pow'rs of gloomy night, 
Ana vernal' nature youthful dreft'd and gay. 
Salutes the ra^diant power that forms the day i 
The mounting Lark exalts her joyful note. 
And drains with harmony her warbling throat : 
So now my mufe that hopes to fee the day, 
When cloudy faftion, that do's Britain fway. 
Shall be o'ercomc by reafon's dazKng ray ; 
Applauding fenates For their prudent choice. 
The will of Heaven by the Peoples voice, 
Pirft greets yon Sir, then glad!y do's prepare. 
In tunefui verfe, your welcome to the chair. , 

Awful th' affembly is, auguft the Queen, 
In whofe each day of life are wonders feen: 
The nation too, this greateft of all years, 
Who watch to fee bleft turns in their affairs, 
Slighting ^be temped on the Oallic fhore, 
Hope from the fenate much, but from you more :* 
Whofe happy temper judgment cultivates. 
And forms fo fit to aict our three eftates. 

The change of minifbry late order*d here. 
Was fated ftnre for this aufpjcioas year^ 

Thit 
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That ybo pfcdcftinM at a glorious hottfi 
To bct1k«ef|udgeof Icgiflativc fxyivcr, '♦ 

Mi|^ bf yoer Kill chat Royal right a(Hnti, 
Like Heaven, reconcile the jarrijig parts. 

Nor (hines your infiaence. Sir, here alone, 
The Chvrck mnft yocrr oneqaaH'd pradenccownj 
Firm to fupport the caufe, bnt rough to hone 
Eiii*eiiia*s Ions, iti laws divine pofleft. 
Can learn from yoti how truth fliould be expreft j 
Whether in modefl terms, like balm, to ht;ii -, 
Or raving nociofts, felfly counted zeal. 

• Our holy wr?t no rule like that allows, ^ 
No people an enrag'd apoftle chofe, 
Norjtaught OurSatiour, ot St. Paul, likethofe! 
Keafon was mild, and calmly did prodeed. 
Which kar(h might fail to make franfgreiTdrs 

"heed; 
This faint yi>*r rhet'fk beft knows how fo prote, 
Whofo graeiooff method can inform, and move ; 
Diredi the elders that fach errors make. 
And fliew iioch how to preach, and how to fpeak. 

Oh t facred gift » in public matters great. 
But in religious trades divinely fveet ; 
Since to this grace they Only have pretence 
VftioCe happy learning join with a ca^leftial fr^nfe. 

Tha% Sir, yoH ihare both thcfe, the mufe for- 
give, * 
If I pre fume to write what all believe, 
your candour too, and charming cour tefy, 
ReverM by them is juflly fo by me. 
Let Ine not then offend your modeily. 
If now my genius to a height I raife, 
Such parts, and Aich humanity to praife. 

This ancient * Baginton can witnefs well, 
^nd the rich f library before it fell ; 
The precious hours amongft wife authors pail. 
Your Soul with their unvalued wealth poileft ; 

• The ancient feat of the Bromleys in Warwickftire. 
f A fiuQOur Lihnry burnt there. 

0.4 . And 
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And well may he to heights of knowledge come. 
Who that Panthzon always kept at home. 
Tbiu once, Sir» you were bleid, and fare the . 

fiend 
That firft entaird a curfe on hamab-kind. 
And afterwards contriv'd this fatal crofs, - 
Deiign*d the public, by your private lofs. 

Oh ! who had feen that love to learning bore> 
The matchlefs authors of the days of yore ; 
The fathers, prelates, poets, books where arts 
Renowned explained the men of rareft parts, 
Shrink up their fliriveird bindings, lofe theic 

names. 
And yield immortal worth to temporary flames. 
That would not figh to fee the ruins there. 
Or wifh to quench *em with a flowing tear. 

But as in ftory, where we wonders view. 
As there were flames, there was a Phoenix too ; 
An excellence from the burnt pile did rife. 
That flill atonM for pafl calamities ; 
So my prophetic genius in its height. 
Viewing your merit. Sir, foretels your fate. 
Your valiant * anceilors, that bravely fought. 
And from the foe the Royal flandard got ; 
Which nobly now adorn your houftiold coat, . 
Denotes the former grandeur of your race ;. 
Your prefect worth fits you for prefent grace. 

The Sovereign muft eileem what all admii'e, 1 
Bromley and^aginton fhall beth'raife higher, > 
fate oft contrives magnificence by &re. 3 

• Vide H:ftory of Waiwickihire. 
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Elkanah Settle, 

So N of Jofeph Settle ot Dunflablc ia Bedford- 
Ihire, was born there ; and in the i9th year of<^ 
his age, 1 666, was entered commoner of Trinity 
College, Oxon, and pat ixndcr the tuition of 
Mr. Abraham Champion, fellow of that houfe ; ' 
but he quitted the univerftty without taking any ' 
degree, and came to London *, where he addidled 
himfelf to the ftudy of poetry, in which he lived to 
make no incenftderable figure. Finding the nation 
divided between the Opinions ,of Whig and Tory, 
and being fenfible that a. man of parts could not * 
make any coniiderable figure, unlefs he attached 
himfelf to one of thefe parties ; Settle thought pro- 
per, on his firft fetting out in life, to join the 
Whigs, who were then, though the minor, yet a 
powerful party, and to fupport whofe intereft he 
employed his talents. 

.About the year 1680, when the debates ran high 
concerning the exclqfion of the- Duke of York from 
the fuccemon, on account of his religious princi- • 
pies, our author wrote a piece called the Character 
of a Popifti Succeffor, and what may be expedled 
from fuch an one, humbly offered to the confidera.- ' 
tion of both the Honfes of Parliament appointed ' 
to meet at Oxon, on March 21, 1681. This - 
efiay it feems was thought of confequence enough r 
to merit an anfwer, as at that time the Exclufion { 
Bill employed the general conv^rfation. The an- ^ 

* Wood*s Atheo. Oxon. toU ii. p. 1076* 
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fwcr to it was entitled The CharaAer of a Rc- 
beIlion» and what England may expe^ from One ; 
printed 1682. The author of this laft piece, is ve- 
ry fevere on the charadler of Settle ; he reprefents 
him as an errant ki)are» a defpicable coward » and 
aprophaoeAtheift, andfeems amazed that any par* 
ty (hould make choice of a champion, whofe mo- 
rals were fo tainted ; bat as this is only the lan- 
guage of party violence, no great credit is to be 
given to it. 

The author pf this Mmphlet carries his zeal, 
and ill manners ftiil fmher, and informs the 
worki of th« meanneff of our author's birth, and 
education, * moft of hh relations ((ays he) are 
'Barbers, and of the bafen«fs, falfenefs, and 

* mutability of his nature, coo many evidences 

* nay be broaght. He ck>fed with the Whigs, 
' contrary to the prfnciples ke formerly proiefied, 
' at a time when they took occafion to polh their 
' .caufe, upon the breaking out of Oates's plot, 
' .and waa ready to fall cu from, and return te 

* them, for Ms own advantage.' 

To the aboveroemioned pamphlet, written by Set- 
tie, variooa other an fwers were publiihed, fome by 
writers of diftindion, of which Sir Roger L'Eft ange 
wasone; athd Cothii^>erfornr>aDC€ of Sir Roger's, which 
waa entitled The Character of a Papift in Mafqoc.- 
rade, fiipported byAuthority and Experience, Mr. 
Settle made a Reply, entited The Charader of a 
Popifli SuccefTor Compleat ; thi^, in the opinion of 
the critks, is the fmarteft p'ece ever written upon 
the fobjefi of the Exdafion Bill, and yet Sir Roger, 
his antagonift, ' calk it a pompous, wordy thin^, 
' made up of (hifcs, and iuppofitions, without lo 
' mock as an argument, either offered, or anfwered in 
< ftrels ofthequcfGon, &c/ Mr. Settle's caafe was 
fo aavch better th^n that of his sntagonift's, that 
if he had not pc^fled half the powers he reall/ 
did*, he mull have come off the coh^neror, for, 

who 
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who ddcs not Tee the immediate danger, the fata! 
chftnces» to which a Protedant people arc expofed, 
who have the. misfbrtane to be governed by a 
PoptAi Prince. As the Kinf is naturally powerful^ 
he caaeafily difpoie of the places of importance, 
and trulfc, fo as to have them iilied with creatures 
of his own, who will engage in any enterprrae, or* 
pervert any law, to fcrvc the pnrpofes of the reign- 
ing Monarch. Had not the nation an infta&ce of 
th«, during the (hortpeign of the very Popifh Prince, 
againii whom Settle contended ? Did not jfodge 
Jeffries, a name jii^ly deroted to eyerlafting infa* 
my^ corrupt the ftreamsof jitftice, and by the moH 
audacious cmehy, pervert the forats of law, that 
the blood of innocent perfi>ns might be filed, la 
gratify the appetite of a fofpicions mafter } Befides, 
there is always a danger that the religion which* 
the King profeAet, will imf^oepttbly difnfe itielf 
over a nation, thooi^h no vioknc^ is ufcd to pro*' 
mote it. The King, as he is the fbnntain of ko*" 
nonr, io is he the fountain of fiifliion, and at ma-* 
ny people, who fttnonnd a tSsrone, are of no reli- 
gion in confequence of conviAios t it is bur na- 
tural to iuppofe, that fafliicm woold influence them 
to embrace the religion of the l^nce, aad tn 
JasMs II*s reign, tMS obfiervation was verified r 
for the people of faihion. embraced ^e Popifli re- 
ligion f> very fail, in order to pleafe the King, 
that a witty knight, who then lived, and who was 
by his education, and principles, a Pftpift, being 
a»ked by a nobleman what news f he made nnfwer; 
I hear na news my. lord, only, God's Panifts can 

rno nreferment, ^Mcaufe the King's Pa^s fWarm 
thick. This waa a iententious, and witty ob- 
fervatson, and it will always hold true, that the re- 
ligion of the King will become t^ religioi^ of 
people of £iihioo, and the lower ftacions Kpe t^eir 
fuperiors. 

Upon the' coronation of King Jamet It. the 

two Farts of the Character of a PopiOi Soccef- 

Q 6 for. 
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for, were, with die Exdufion Bill, on the z^d 
of April, 1685, burnt by the fob-wardtns, and 
fellows of Merton College, Oxon, in a public 
bonfire, made in the middle of their great qua- 
Wangle. During thefe contentions, Mr. Settle al- 
fo publiflied a piece called The Medal Rcvers'd^ 
published 1681 ; this was an anfwcr to a poem of 
Dryden's called The Medal, occafioned by the bill 
9gaioft*the earl of Shaftflmry being found ignora- 
mus at the Old fiaily, upon which the Whig par- 
ty made bonfires, and ordered a medal to be ^ick 
in commenioration of that event. Shaft/bury, who 
was by his principles a Whig, and who could not 
but forefee the miferies. which afterwards happen- 
ed under a Popifli Prince, oppofi^d the fucceflion 
with all his power ; he was a man of very great 
eDdowmentSy and being of a buftling tnmaltuous 
difpoiltton, was admirably fitted to be the head 
of a paity. He was the -leading man againft the 
faccefiion of the Duke of York, and argued in the 
Houfe of Lords with great force againft him, and 
what was more remasfcable, fometimes in the Dake*s 
presence. It is related, that at the Council-table, 
when hisr Maj^fty, and hif Royal Brother were 
both prefent, fomediine concerning the fucceffion 
was canvafledt when Sha&ihnry,. not in the leaft 
intimidated, {f>6ke his opinion with >^reat vehe- 
mence againft thp Dake, and was angered with 
equal heat, but with lefs force, by the then lord 
chamberlain. • During this debate^ the Duke took 
occafioA to whifper the King, that his Majefty had 
a villain of a chancellor, ,to which the King mer-. 
rily replied, oddsfifii, York, what a fool yoo have 
of a chamberlain : by which it appears, his Ma- 
jefty was convinced that Shaftftmry's arguments 
^ere the ftrongeft. 

. In confequencfiof Sbaftihory^s viokiit dppofition 
to the Duke, and the court party, there was a &ill 
of |ndi£lment of High Treaftot^ read before hia 

...;•. Afejefty'a 
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MajcAy's CoinmiJiQ»ers of Oyer and Terminer in 
the SeHlons Houfe at the Old Bailey, but the Ja- 
ry foand it fgnoramus; upon which, all the party 
rejoiced at the deliverance of their head. I'hefe 
dillurbances gave I(fr. Settle an opportunity to 
difplay his abilities, which he did not negledi to 
improve, by which means he procured fo formida- 
ble an aatagonift as Mr. Dryden, who was obliged 
by his place, of laureat, to fpeak, and write for 
the court. Dryden had formerly joined Mr. Set - 
tic, in order to reduce the growing reputatidn of 
Shad welly but their intereft being now {6 oppofite^ 
they became poetical enemies, in which Settle was, 
no doubt,^ over-matched. He wrote a poem, how- 
ever, called Azaria and Hulhai, in five (heets, 4to> 
defigned as an anfwer to Mr. Dry den's poem called 
Abialpm and Achitophel. 

Soon after this, if we may credit the Oxford 
Antiquary, Settle changed fides, and turned Tory, 
with as much violence as he had formerly efpoufed 
the intereil of the Whigs. He publiihed in 1683, 
in jeight fheets in folio, a Narrative $ the firft part 
of wnich is concerning himfelf, as being of th& 
Tory fide j the fecond to (hew the inconfiftency, 
and contradidlipn of Titus Oates's Narrative of the 
Plot' of the Popifti Party, againll the Life of King 
Charles II. at the time when that Monarch intend- 
ed to alter his minifby, to have confented to the 
exclufion of his brother, and taken meafures to fup^ 
port the Proteftant intereft. This ,Oates was in 
the reign of James II. tried, and convided of per- 
jury i upon the evidence chiefly of Papifts, and had 
9 fevere fentence pr6nounced, and infilled upon 
hini, viz. Imprifonment for life, twice every year to 
j^and on the pillory, ..and .twice to be. feverely 
whipt ; but he received a pardon froni King William, 
^fter fuffering his whippings, ai^d two years -im- 
prifonment, with amazing fortitude,'. but was> never 
allowed ,again to be aji evidence. ■. 

' While 



yGoog! 



gi[0 'Tk Life of 

Whik SetiJe was <np;grf in Ac Tory, fatty, he 
is Cud, by Wood, to nave been author of Animad- 
verdons on the Laft Speech and Confeffion of Wil- 
liam Lord RufTel, who fell a facrifice to the Duke 
of yoi4c, and whofe ftcry, as related by Burner, 
never fails to move the, reader to tears. Alfo fte- 
iBarks on Algernon' Sidney's Paper, delivered to 
the ShcriflFs at hjs Execution, London, 16S3, *** 
isne flieet, poblifhed the latter end of December the 
farftc year. Algernon Sidney was likewife mur- 
dered by the fame kind of violence, which popiih 
fe^go^y had lifted upagainft the lives of fome other 
Bndfh worthies. 

He ftlfo wrote a heroic poem on the Coronation 
©f the High and Mighty Monarch James II. Lon- 
don 1685, and then commenced k Journaiift for 
the Court, and publiftied weekly an Effay in behalf 
©f the Adminiftrition. If Settle was capable of 
thefe mean compliances of writing for, or againft 
a party, as he was hired, he inuft have poHefled a 
very fordid mind, and been totally devoid of all 
fjrirfcipks of honour J but as there is no other au- 
thority for it' than Wood, who is enthufiaftic in his 
temper, ^nd often writes of Aihgs, not as they 
were, but as he wonld wifh them to be; the fc^d- 
, <r may give what credit he pleafcs to die i-eport". ' 

Oar author's dramatie woi4ts are 

I. The EmpreA of Morocco, a Tragedy; a^ed 
at the I>cke of York's Theatre. This play was 
Itkewife a^ed at court, as appears bjr the two Pro- 
log«es prefixed, which were both Ipoken by the 
Lady Elizabeth Howard ; the firft Prologue was 
written by the Earl- of Mulgrave, the other by 
Lord Rochefter^ when it was performed at court, 
the Lords afid Lidtes of the Bed-chamber played 
in it. Mr; Diyden; Mr. Shadwell, and Mr. Crowne, 
wrote againft it, which begmn; fjkhions controver- 
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ty betwixt tlie wits of the town, wherein, fays 
Jacob, Mr. Dryden was roughlv handled, particu- 
larly by the lord Rochcfter, and the duke of Buck- 
ingham, and Settle got the laugh upon his iide. 

2. Love and. Revenge, a Tragedy ; afted at the 
Duke of York's Theatre, 410. 1675, dedicated to 
William Duke of NewcafUe. 

3. Cambyfes King of Perfia, a Tragedy ; afled 
at the Duke*s Theatre, dedicated to Anne Duchefs 
of Monmouth. This tragedy is written in heroic 
Verfe 5 the plot from Juftin, lib. i. c. 9. Herodotus, 
&c. The Scene is in Suza, and Cambyf;;s*6 camp 
near the walls of Suza, 

4. The Conqoefb of China by the Tartars, a 
Tragedy ; afted at the Duke's Theatre, 4x0* 1676, 
ded^ated to the Right Hon. the Lord Howard of 
Caftle rifing. This play is likewife writ;teA in he- 
roic verfe, and founded on biHory. 

5. Ibrahim, the iUnftrious Bafla, a Tragedy in 
heroic verfe; afted at the Duke*s Theatre 1677, 
dedicated to the Duchefs of Albemarle. Plot from 
the-IIluftrious Bafla, 'a Rwnance, by 5cuddery. 
The Scene Solyman*a Seraglio. 

• 6. Paftcr Fido, or The Faithful Shepherd; a 
Paftoral ; afted at the Duke of York's Theatre, 
Tbi^ is Sir Richard Fanfhaw's tranilation from the 
Italian of Goarini Improved. Scene Arcadia. 

7. Fatal Love, or Thd Forced Inconftancy ; a 
Tragedy; adied at the Theatre- Royal, 1680, dedi- 
cated to Sir Robert Owen. 

8. The Female Prelate, being the Hiftoiy of the 
Life and Death of Pope Joan 5 a Tragedy; afted ai; 
the Theatre-Royal, 410. 1680, dedicated to An« 
thony EarlofShafdbury. 

9. The Heir of Morocco, wirii the Death of 
Oyland, a Tragedy; a^edat the Theatre-Royal 
«68i. 

10. Di. 
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lb. DiftreflecT InnoceAce, or the Princefs of Per- 
fia ; a Tragedy ; a£ted at the Theatre-Royal, de- 
dicated to John Lord Catts. This play was aded 
with applaufe ; the author acknowledges his obli- 
gations to Betterton, for Yome valuable hints in 
this play, and that Mr. Mouncford wrote the lz£t 
fcene of it. 

II. The Ambitious Slave, or a Generous Re- 
venge ; a Tragedy ; aded at the Theatre Royal, 
4to. 1 694. This play met with ill fuccefs. 
' 1 2. The World in the Moon, a Dramatic, Co- 
mic Opera ; performed at the Theatre in Dorfet* 
tSarden, byh^s Majefly's Servants, 1698. 

13. City Rambler, or The Play houfc Wedding; 
a Comedy ; aftcd at the Theatre- Royal. 

1 4. The Virgin Prophetefs, or The Fate of Troy ; 
an Opera ; performed 1701. 

15. The Ladies Triumph, a Comic Opera; prc- 
fented at the Theatre in Lincoln's -Inn -Fields, by 
Subfcription, 1710. 

Our poet poffelTed a pcnfiori from the City Ma^ 
giftratcs, for an annual Panegyric to celebrate the 
Fcftival of the Lord Mayor, and in confeqaence 
wrote various poems, which he calls Triumphs for 
the Inauguration of the Lord Mayors, which arc 
preferved in his works, and which it would be 
needlefs to enumerate. Befides his dramatic pieces, 
he publilhed many pccafional poems, addreifed to 
his patrons, and fome funeral elegies on the deaths 
of his, friends. It is certain Settle did not want 
learning, and, in the opinion of fome critics, in 
the early part of his life^ fometimies excelled Dry- 
den ; but that was certainly owing more to a pow- 
er he had of Jceeping his temper unruiHed, than 
any effort of genius ; for between Dryden and 
Settle, there is as great difference, as between 
our modern verfifters, and Pope. 

Whatever was the fuccefs of his poetry, he was the 

beft 
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bcft contrircr ofmzthintry in England, and fbt ma- 
ny years of (fae lattt^r part of hb life recehred an axt^ 
nu^ falary from Mrs^ Minos,, and her daughter 
Mrs. Leigk» for writing Drolls for Bartbol6inew, 
and Southwark Fairs, wttk proper decorations, 
which were generally fo wctl contrived, that they 
exceeded thoit 0f tk«ir opponents in the. (a^z^e pr^- 
feflion.- - *. L 

Our author died in the Charnerhoufe 1734; fome 
months before hi» deceafe, he offered a play to the 
managers of the Theatre-Royal ia. £>riry-Lane,. 
bat he lived not to introdace it On the ftage ; it wa^ 
called TSbt £xpulfion of the Danes from Sritaiiu. 



End of the Third Valumc. 
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Jufi puhlijbed, 
(In a neat Pocket Volume. Price 3s. bound) 
(Fery necrfary to refer to ijr nadinw the Hiftory of 
England^ frmmu^ or any other Kinzdcmt nxhBjt 
Hijtopy is conHiBid *with ours, they bfing remark* 
ahljidefiaent in Genealogy) 
THE 

Royal COMPENDIUM: 

BEING A 

Genealogical History 

OF THE 
Royal Families of England. 

From William the Conqueror to the prefent 

Royal Grandchildren. 

Treating diflin^ly of their Marriages, Childreii, 

and Collateral Branches : 

And ihewing their Titles, Offices, Births, Deaths, 
PlaQ08 of Birth and Burial ; with a View of their 
LIVES. 

Together with the Defcent of the feveral Foreign 
Princes now reigning, and of the feveral noble and 
eminent Families in England, tl^at are ipmng from 
the Blood Royal of S)is Kingdom, down to the 
prefent Year. 

Printed for W, O'wen, at Homer\ Head, Temfle- 
Bar, and G, Woodfall, at the AiVt/s Arms, the Cor- 
ner of Grai£% Court, Charing-Crofs* 

Lately publijbed^ Price 103. 

In Two Volumes. 

OBSERVATIONS upon the Manners, 
Culloms, Ufages, different Languages, Go- 
vernment, Mythology, Chronology, ancient and 
modern Geography, Ceremonies, Religion, Me- 
chanics, Aflronomy, Medicine, Phyfics, Natural 
Hiftory, Commerce, Arts and Sciences of the fe* 
veral Nations of -/^<f, J/rica, zndJmerica. Tran- 
flated from the French of M. L'Abbe LAMBERT. 

Printed for G, Woodfall, at the King^i Jrms, 

Charing'Cro/f. 
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In Two Volumes, Twelves, 

(Price 6s. bound) 

THE 

ADVENTURES 

O F 
FERPINAND Gunt FATHOM. 

By the Author of Roderick Random. 
■ ■ Materiam Ri/us, invenit dd Onaus* . 
Occur/us Hominum, 



Ridebat Curasy nee nan et Gaudia Vulgi \ 

Interdum et Lachrymas funiebaU 

Printed for W. Johnfton, at the Golden-Ball ia 
St Paul's Church-Yard. 

Lately Publi/heJj 
(Price IS. 6d,) 

DISTRESS upon DISTRESS: 
Or, TRAGEDY in True TAstb. 

A Heroi-Comi-Parodi-Tragi-Farci-cal Bu1il£s(H7s» 
InTwoAfts. ^ 

By GEORGE ALEXANDER STEVENS. 

With all the Similies, Rants^ Groans, Sig^, &c. 
entirely new. With DilTertations, Annotations/ Expla- 
nations, Obfervations, .EmeDdationB, Qaocatipns, Re|^» 
rations, &c. 

By Sir H E^N R Y H U MM. 
And Notes Critical, Claffical, and Hifkorical. 

By PAULUS PURGANTIUS PEDASCULUS. 

Who has carefully revifed, corre6tod, and amended 
it; expunged the fever al Errors and Interpolations, re- 
conciled the various Readings, andreftored the Authqr 
lo h.mfelf. 

• Re-printed from the Dublin Edition, forR, Griffiths,' 
at the Dundad in St. Paul's Church-yard. 
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yufi PuhUJbeif, by R. GaiFFiTMs, 
A 

TRANSLATION 

OFT ir'E * 
Abbe P E R L E T T I's 
tHiftoriographcr to the City of VENICE) 

L E T T E R S 

Upon the SUBJECT of 

PHYSIOGNOMY- 

[Pi;icc 3s. bound. J • 

In one neatPocxBT Volume, 
Price'bound in Caif» 28. 6d. 

In English onfy^ 

T H O U G H T S 

CI C t R O, 

On the fdllowing Subjedls, viz. 

r. RcHgion^ 1 5 . WiftJom, 

2. Man, ^ 6. Probity, 

3. Confcituce, ' 7. Eloquence^ 

4. ThtPftlfitm, I 8. PrkuMip, 

Tranilated fromtbe'rcencb oC tbe cdd^ratcd Oljt&t,. 

Wi* Kbtes. 

%* AnEdltion of the (ameBook, in Latin^Frencbi^ 
and Englifli, beantiMly pcinted iiv p^poilke Co«-^ 
lunuisy TricQ bouni^ in Calf 3$. 



5. GMAge, 
10. Death, 
ft. SdrpioV Dream, 
12. Mi&cf.Thotrghtj^ 
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